
It is with great honor that the Pastor Nominating Committee presents 
as the nominee for Senior Pastor/Head of Staff at Unity Presbyterian Church 

 
the Reverend Dr. Matthew A. Rich 

 
The Reverend Dr. Matthew A. Rich is Pastor of Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church, Augusta, GA where 
he has served since June 2013.  Before being called to Augusta, Matt served as pastor of congregations 
in Pageland, SC, Lowell, NC, and Lumberton, NC. 
 
Matt is married to Sarah, whom he met while they were students at Davidson College. An attorney by 
training, Sarah currently works from home for Wells Fargo. They are the proud parents of three children: 
Will (18) is a freshman at the University of Michigan majoring in trumpet performance; Sam (16) is a 
high school sophomore who runs cross country and track; and Bekah (13) is a 7th grader who enjoys 
ballet. 
 
Matt received his AB in Religion from Davidson College, his MDiv from Union-PSCE (now Union 
Presbyterian Seminary) and his Doctor of Ministry from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. His doctoral 
project was entitled, “Young Adults, Sabbath Practices, and Christian Joy.” 
 
Matt is the author of two books: Trying to Say What is True: Encounters with the Living Word and A 
Week from Next Tuesday: Joy Keeps Showing Up (Because Christ Keeps Showing Up). In addition, Matt’s 
daily devotions, articles, book reviews, and sermons have been published in The Presbyterian Outlook, 
Interpretation, Journal for Preachers, local newspapers and publications, and online.   
 
Beyond the local congregation, Matt serves on the Board of Trustees for Union Presbyterian Seminary, 
on the Board of Directors for The Presbyterian Outlook, and on the Board of Trustees of Presbyterian 
Homes of Georgia. An active member of Northeast Georgia Presbytery, Matt recently completed a year 
of service as Moderator of the Presbytery. 
 
While he has coached youth soccer, youth baseball, and led Cub Scout and Webelos dens, he is perhaps 
best known today as a once a month Middle School lunchroom volunteer. He is much more popular with 
the students on pizza days than fish nugget days. 
 
Throughout his ministry, Matt has sought joyfully to proclaim the good news of the gospel and invite 
congregations to faithfully live out that good news in their lives. His particular interests in ministry are 
preaching and leading faithful and engaging worship; developing servant leaders who listen carefully for 
God’s call; pastoral care at all stages of life; cultivating disciples who live joyfully and generously; and 
exploring how the gospel intersects with our daily lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


