
Devotion for Sunday, May 24, 2020 

 

Getting Ready: Did you know that Easter lasts 50 days, all the way until Pentecost?  So, 

this is the last Sunday of Easter.  At my house, we still have Easter eggs and bunnies 

decorating our table as a reminder that Jesus is alive, even while we are experiencing a 

way of life very different than most of us have ever experienced. The color for Easter is 

white, the celebration color. (You might choose to light a candle and place it near you 

as you do this devotion together to remind you that God is always with us and that 

right now, you are moving close to God in a special way.)  

 

Opening Prayer: “God, bless us as we learn to live faithfully as members of the body of 

Christ. Amen.” 

 

Read Bible Story:  

This week’s devotion uses John 17:1-11. On the night before Jesus was crucified, he 

ate the Last Supper with his disciples. After supper, Jesus told the disciples some 

important things to remember about him and about God. At the end of this time, Jesus 

prayed for the disciples. The Bible reading for today is this prayer. (The link to the 

scripture is the CEV translation of the Bible that we use in our children’s Sunday school 

classes. If you have that translation or any other at home, see if your child can find the 

scripture passage or look together to find it. You may also read this story from a 

children’s Bible you have at home. See my recommended list of story Bibles here.)  

 

**This scripture is a little abstract for young children, so below is a simpler version of 

the first few verses of the prayer to use with younger children: 

“Dear God, 

I love my followers, and they love me. 

Connect all the people who follow me with your love, 

just as you and I are connected by love. 

Connect them with love so they will be 

of one heart and one mind. 

Thank you for loving us all. 

Amen.” 

 

Questions for Reflection:  

1. How are God and Jesus connected? 

2. How are Jesus and his followers connected? 



3. How are Jesus’ followers connected with each other? 

4. When have you heard prayers being said for people in our church or for 

Christians in other parts of the world? 

5. What is your prayer for our church?* 

 

Activities: 

1. Play a Connection Game: Sit in a circle as a family. Hold the end of a ball of yarn 

as you toss the ball to another family member across the circle. Say, “(Person’s 

name), Jesus’ love connects you and me.” Have that person hold onto the piece 

of yarn, toss the ball to another family member, and say, “(Person’s name), 

Jesus’ love connects you and me.” Continue in this way until everyone is holding 

the yarn. Point out how the yarn looks like a web that connects everyone. 

Comment that Jesus’ love connects everyone in your family and in our church 

family as a community of Jesus’ followers. 

 

2. Body Prayer: As a family, pray a body prayer, using your bodies in motion to 

pray for your church, family, and friends. Stand in a circle to pray. Have one 

parent read the following prayer and other family members repeat each phrase 

of the prayer with the actions:  

“God, we see your work all around us. (Spin in a circle with arms outstretched). 

We see your work in our church. (Make a “roof” shape by holding your arms over 

your head.)  

We see you at work in the lives of our friends. (Pat the back of the person on 

your right.)  

We see you at work in our family. (Pat the back of the person on your left.)  

Thank you for always being with us. (Join hands and walk around the circle. 

Keep circling for the next two lines.)  

Loving God, take care of (pause for family members to offer names and 

concerns).  

Watch over our church and help us to (pause for family members to offer 

petitions).  

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. (Fold hands across your chest and bow your 

head.) 

 



3. Make a Family Prayer Cup: Write “Our Prayers” on the outside of a plastic or 

paper cup or use a sharpie to write on a glass jar. Decorate it with a design of 

crosses. Use either craft sticks or strips of paper and have family members write 

one prayer concern on each stick of slip of paper. At meals or other family 

prayer times, draw a stick or strip of paper from the cup or jar and pray for that 

person or situation. 

Close with a Blessing: Sit in a circle with a lighted candle. Pass it around the circle 

using this blessing: “God’s peace be with you.” And the next person responds with the 

words “And also with you.”  
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*Questions, activities and prayers from Feasting on the Word curriculum for children on this text. 


