
Devotion for Sunday, May 17, 2020 
 
Getting Ready: Did you know that Easter lasts 50 days, all the way until Pentecost?  So, 
it is still Easter!  At my house, we still have Easter eggs and bunnies decorating our 
table as a reminder that Jesus is alive, even while we are experiencing a way of life very 
different than most of us have ever experienced. The color for Easter is white, the 
celebration color. (You might choose to light a candle and place it near you as you do 
this devotion together to remind you that God is always with us and that right now, 
you are moving close to God in a special way.)  
 
Opening Prayer: “God of new life and hope, open our minds and hearts to hear and act 
on your word today. Amen.”  
 
Read Bible Story:  
This week’s devotion uses John 14: 15-21, the story of Jesus telling his disciples about 
the promise of the Holy Spirit. (The link to the scripture is the CEV translation of the 
Bible that we use in our children’s Sunday school classes. If you have that translation or 
any other at home, see if your child can find the scripture passage or look together to 
find it. You may also read this story from a children’s Bible you have at home. See my 
recommended list of story Bibles here.)  
 
This is a little abstract for young children, but the focus on showing God’s love to 
others is an important one, especially right now while we are separated physically.  
 
Questions for Reflection:  

1. What did Jesus promise the Spirit will do?  
2. I wonder how we might feel or hear or see the Spirit at work in the world 
3. What does Jesus’ commandment tell us to do? 
4. What happens when we follow Jesus’ commandment?? 
5. I wonder how we can show God’s love when we can’t hug or get close to 

other people other than our family?* 

Activities: 
1. Heart in Hand: Children and family members can make a reminder to show 

God’s love to others. Work together to list things your family members can say 
or do to extend God’s love to other people. Each person will need a piece of 
construction paper to fold in half crossways. Use a pencil to trace one hand with 



both the thumb and first finger touching the fold. Cut out the hand without 
cutting where the thumb and first finger touch the fold. Unfold to reveal a heart 
shape made from your two hands. Use a marker to write: “I can show God’s love” 
across the fingers. Glue the hands to a piece of construction paper in a 
contrasting color or whatever type of paper you have at home. In the heart 
opening write one way to show God’s love. You could write additional ways in 
the space around the hands. Offer a prayer thanking God for sending the Spirit 
so you can do these things. Hang them up where your family will be reminded of 
ways to show God’s love to others. 
 

2. Deliver Food to Ft Mill Care Center:  One way to show God’s love is by serving 
others in need. Many people are out of work due to this pandemic and need 
help feeding their families. The Fort Mill Care Center provides food for those 
who can’t afford it.  Check your pantry for some items you could share or add a 
few items to your next grocery order and drop them off at the Ft Mill Care 
Center. Their specific needs for May are: Canned Fruit, Canned Tuna, Canned 
Corn and dish washing liquid (not for automatic dishwasher), but any non-
perishable food or toiletries are accepted. Donations can be dropped off during 
their regular operating hours of Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 9-
noon at 2760 Old Nation Road. 

Close with a Blessing: Sit in a circle with a lighted candle. Pass it around the circle 
using this blessing: “(Name), God loves you, and you are part of God’s family.” Pass 
the candle around the circle, having family members say the blessing in unison as 
each person holds the candle. When the candle returns to the first person, all family 
members say “Amen!” 
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*Questions, activities and prayers from Feasting on the Word curriculum for children on this text. 


