
Devotion for Sunday, May 10, 2020 

 

Getting Ready: Did you know that Easter lasts 50 days, all the way until Pentecost?  So, 

it is still Easter!  At my house, we still have Easter eggs and bunnies decorating our 

table as a reminder that Jesus is alive, even while we are experiencing a way of life very 

different than most of us have ever experienced. The color for Easter is white, the 

celebration color. (You might choose to light a candle and place it near you as you do 

this devotion together to remind you that God is always with us and that right now, 

you are moving close to God in a special way.)  

 

Opening Prayer: “Gracious God, thank you for each person who witnesses to Jesus 

Christ with courage and compassion. Inspire us to be such a witness for you. Amen.”  

 

Read Bible Story:  

This week’s devotion uses Acts 7:55-60, the story of the stoning of Stephen. (The link 

to the scripture is the CEV translation of the Bible that we use in our children’s Sunday 

school classes. If you have that translation or any other at home, see if your child can 

find the scripture passage or look together to find it. You may also read this story from 

a children’s Bible you have at home. See my recommended list of story Bibles here.)  

 

This is a difficult story for young children. Rather that focus on Stephen’s violent 

death, you may want to use this script to tell the story, opening your Bible to Acts and 

telling them that the Bible story for today comes from here, then reading this script: 

 

“A lot of people were now becoming followers of the Lord. But some . . . 

started complaining that the . . . widows were not given their share when 

the food supplies were handed out each day. The twelve apostles called 

the whole group of followers together and said, . . . “My friends, choose 

seven men who are respected and wise and filled with God’s Spirit. We 

will put them in charge of these things.” . . . This suggestion pleased 

everyone, and they began by choosing Stephen” (Acts 6:1–3,5 CEV). 

 

The apostles prayed that God would help Stephen. Stephen did many 

things to help people learn about Jesus and God’s love. Stephen made 

sure people had enough food and clothing. He comforted people who 

were sick or lonely. He told the story of Jesus. He prayed. Some people 

didn’t like Stephen’s witness to God’s love. But even when people yelled 

at him, called him a liar, and threw stones at him, Stephen continued to 



pray and teach and do God’s work. Because of Stephen, many people 

began to follow Jesus.”* 

 

Questions for Reflection:  

1. How do you think Stephen’s words and actions helped people learn 

about Jesus and God’s love? 

2. Stephen was a witness to God’s love. A witness is someone who tells 

what is true. When someone tells about God or acts in Jesus’ loving ways, 

he or she is witnessing. Who do you know who is a witness to God’s love? 

What does this person say and do? 

3. Tell a short story about someone who helped you learn about Jesus 

and God’s love and how he or she did this. 

With Older Children: 

4. What are the similarities between Jesus’ death and Stephen’s death? 

(Responses may include: both were arrested, had lies told about them, 

were executed outside the city, asked God to forgive those responsible.) 

5. If you could ask the people who killed Stephen one question, what 

would it be? 

6. How do you think the Christians reacted to the news of Stephen’s 

death? I wonder what they did next? 

7. When is it hard to tell about Jesus today? 

8. What might give people today the courage to keep telling about Jesus?* 

 

Activities: 

1. Write a Letter to a Missionary: Missionaries are witnesses to God’s love all over 

the world. Unity supports these two missionaries: Cindy Corell 

(cindy.corell@pcusa.org) who serves in Haiti and Dori Hjalmarson 

(dori.hjalmarson@pcusa.org) who serves in Honduras.  Find more information 

about our missionaries by clicking on their name above and use a world map or 

globe to see where they serve. Imagine what would be exciting and challenging 

about being part of the mission work described. Write a letter (see emails above) 

to one of our missionaries thanking them for their work. Younger children can 

draw pictures that you could scan and email with your letter. 

 

2. Week of Prayer:  Discuss that a witness is someone who tells about God or acts 

in Jesus’ loving ways. Recall some of the people your family named as witnesses 

during your reflection. Remember that the leaders of the early church prayed for 



Stephen and discuss how your family can pray for witnesses you know. Print a 

copy of the Week of Prayer found on the church website: 

http://unityfortmill.org/faith-formation-resources under Week 8. Work together 

to fill in the blanks and put the sheet in a place where your family will see it 

each day and remember to pray for God’s witnesses. 

Close with a Blessing: Sit in a circle. Turn to the family member next to you. Use 

your finger to make the sign on the cross on the back on their hand and say, “(their 

name), Rejoice that God’s love surrounds you.” Continue around the circle until 

each family member has both given the blessing and received the blessing. 
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*Questions, activities and prayers from Feasting on the Word curriculum for children on this text. 
 


