
 
 

After reviewing all the information in this packet, please read this “Frequently Asked Questions” list 

created to provide clarity around the Congregational Meeting on May 31, 2020. 

Q: Why does this packet not include the name of the candidate we will be voting on?  

A: The pastor candidate cannot notify their current congregation of the new call until Unity completes 

the congregation voting process and the call to Unity is confirmed. Confidentiality is critical in ensuring a 

smooth transition for the pastor elect from one congregation to another. By waiting until the 

congregational meeting to disclose the candidate’s name and other identifying information, we 

minimize the risk of their congregation learning about the new call from anyone other than the pastor. 

Q: When will we learn the name and more information of the candidate?   

A: During the webinar on May 31 you will learn more specific candidate information including name, 

current church call and family.  

Q: Will we meet the candidate and hear him/her preach?  

A: No, and here’s why. In our Presbytery and in many Presbyterian churches in the south, we 

traditionally receive information about the recommended candidate at the Congregational meeting 

(including pictures, a letter from pastor candidate, Statement of Faith, and the Terms of Call), but not 

ask the candidate to be present or preach on that day. In other PCUSA churches, predominantly in the 

north, they may require different things, including preaching on the day of the Congregational Meeting. 

PCUSA polity allows for variations in tradition throughout the country. The congregation elects the 

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) who then seeks to know the will of God by guidance of The Holy 

Spirit in discerning who to call to ministry.  Therefore, there is some faith and trust required of the 

congregation regarding this PNC discernment process. We vote based on our sense of the Holy Spirit, 

not based on our personal preferences. 

Q: Do I have to physically deliver my ballot (my family’s ballots) to the church on May 31? 

A: Yes, during the 2:00pm – 4:00pm voting window.  

Q: What if my family is out of town, how do we vote?  

A: Unfortunately, you will not be able to vote. However, we still encourage you to attend the Zoom 

meeting to learn more about the pastor and process.  

Q: Who do I contact with questions prior to the congregational meeting?  

A: Email PNC@unityfortmill.org or leave a message on the church voicemail at 803.547.5543 and your 

call will be returned promptly.  


