
Summer   
2019

Grassroots Gazette
Our Mission is to ensure individuals                 
with developmental disabilities have 
access to quality supports, providing    

them opportunities to live, learn, work  
and play in their communities.

    

20 E. First Street
New Bremen, OH 45869

  INSIDE!
• Grant Opportunities
• Simplifying Service 
  & Support Planning
• Exciting Times for         
  Children & Families

ContaCt InformatIon:
auglaIze County Board of dd............... 419-629-2419
early InterventIon..................................... 419-977-2210
report aBuse, negleCt or theft............. 419-629-2419 
after hours/on-Call ssa..................... 419-629-2419

Board Members:
Dean Hobler, President    Kabeth Jarvis
Aaron Homan, V. President   Steve Koenig
Elizabeth Hart, Secretary      Jarret Webb
Leslie Winner-Werling

UPCOMING EVENTS:
septemBer 16th

  developmental sCreenIng
septemBer 20th

  CommunICatIon & awareness traInIng
septemBer 26th 
  salt - sChool to adult lIfe transItIon
septemBer 27th

  regIonal advoCaCy ConferenCe
oCtoBer 2nd-4th

  synergy ConferenCe
oCtoBer 24th  
  wapak halloween parade 
novemBer 1st-2nd

  ohIo sIBs annual ConferenCe
novemBer 20th-22nd

  oCalICon

@auglaizedd @auglaizeddfacebook.com/auglaizedd

   auglaizedd.org

fIrst on the moon parade

volunteers at the aCBdd faIr BoothkIds' day at the faIr

red nose day

BY THE NUMBERS
Our 2019 commitment to preschool and school-

aged children with disabilities in Auglaize             
County through ongoing collaboration                                   

with the Auglaize ESC:
   Minster ...................................................  
   New Bremen ....................................... 
   New Knoxville ..................................... 
   St. Marys..................................................  
   Wapakoneta ........................................  
   Waynesfield-Goshen .....................              

 $63,387.74
 $35,227.03
 $12,627.37 
 $114,378.08
  $140,489.99
  $19,421.90
 

 Total ACBDD Contribution - $385,532.12

the



USING LOCAL DOLLARS TO CREATE OPPORTUNITIES
Renee Place, Superintendent

As a County Board of Developmental Disabilities (CBDD), we serve many people 
with a lot of different interests. From people who are eligible for our services to 

the providers who work hard to support them; from parents who want to network 
and learn more to adult siblings who want to increase their understanding so they 
can advocate and teach their brother or sister to do the same. We know one size 
does not fit all, so we’re offering opportunities for individualized personal and 
professional development through our locally funded grants.

Our 2019 strategic plan includes the goals of increasing personal development grant 
opportunities for self-advocacy for individuals and families, as well as expanding 
assistance to providers for additional training and to support activities which foster 
integration and community inclusion.

Individual Grants
Qualifying individuals served by the Auglaize CBDD may apply for grants to assist them in attending advocacy 
events, symposiums, conventions and other activities. Grants may be used to cover or reimburse incurred 
expenses such as registration fees, hotel reservations and transportation to and from events.

Family Grants
Family grants may be available to family members of qualifying adults and children served by the CBDD for 
attendance to seminars, conferences, trainings, support groups and other events which:

 • Further the understanding of a developmental delay or disability
 • Offer the opportunity to learn about new technologies which may help their family member become  
     more independent
 • Teach the family member how to empower their loved one to be better self-advocate

As with the individual grants, local funds may be used to cover or reimburse incurred expenses such as 
registration fees, hotel reservations and transportation to and from the approved event.

Provider Grants
Both independent and agency providers are eligible to apply for grants intended to cover the cost of things 
like:

 • Required training per DODD certification guidelines
 • Purchase of equipment or supplies for approved activities which foster integration and community  
     inclusion
 • Incurred expenses related to accompanying individuals to advocacy events, symposiums,                   
              conventions and other activities which foster integration and community inclusion. Expenses may  
              include staff registration fees and hotel reservations

EXCITING TIMES 
FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

It is that time of year again! The days are 
getting shorter, and there is a feeling of 

excitement in the air for new beginnings as well 
as seeing old friends. This has certainly been 
the case with our staff as we’ve worked to build 
collaborative relationships with our schools and 
increase our support of classroom teachers, aides 
and therapists. 
One recent example is the August 
training of over 30 Auglaize County 
school personnel in the Teaching 
PLAY Autism Intervention Program. 
Through this training, preschool and 
kindergarten teams are learning new ways of 
working with children with autism and sensory 
needs. The Auglaize CBDD is excited to be 
supporting implementation of this program in three 
additional classrooms during the 2019-20 school 
year.  Please visit playproject.org or contact our 
office to learn more!
Also, in the past several months, our Early 
Intervention (EI) staff have been diligently 
attending trainings and participating in webinars 
as new rules went into effect on July 1, 2019. The 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities 
(DODD) took over as the lead agency for all EI 
services, including service coordination, in 2016. 
The rules guiding these services, however, were 
still under the Ohio Department of Health, the 
previous lead agency. This change in rule marks the 
final step for the State of Ohio in transitioning the 
provision of all EI services to DODD.
Finally, we are very excited about the recent 
passing of Ohio’s new operating budget which 
includes historic investments in programs serving 
children and families.  Ohio’s EI program received 
a more than a 100% increase in state funding! We 
are thrilled about using these funds to expand 
services to more children and families, including 
children with lead exposure as well as children born 
exposed to drugs. Overall, the number of children 
served through EI has continued to increase as 
word spreads about the wonderful benefits.
Please reach out to me by phone at 419-922-2210 
or by email at jmiller@auglaizedd.org with any 
questions. I welcome the opportunity to speak with 
you.    

Joy Miller, Director

SIMPLIFYING SERVICE &
SUPPORT PLANNING

When Jeff Davis began his new role as director 
of the Ohio Department of Developmental 

Disabilities (DODD) earlier this year, he identified 
two main priorities: simplify service delivery and 
be kind towards each other.  In July, a group of 
DODD staff began working together to transform 
the role of service and support administrators 
(SSAs) throughout the state.  SSAs are responsible 
for planning and coordinating services, approving 
Medicaid and local funding for services and 
monitoring the outcome and effectiveness of 
services.
The focus of the group will be to simplify, streamline 
and support service coordination efforts. The 
group will be developing SSA onboarding and 
ongoing training resources, conducting surveys 
and attending regional meetings, forums and 
workgroups to gather feedback. Hopefully, this 
effort will identify best practices from around the 
state to help SSAs in their important work to the 
individual and families they serve.

Also being addressed is the 
complexity of the planning process. 
As you all may know and experience 
on an annual basis, completing 

the Needs Assessment and the 
Individual Support Plan (ISP) is 
very time consuming.   With 88 

counties in Ohio and hundreds of 
Medicaid Service Providers, it is a daunting 

task to be familiar with the variation of plans across 
the state.  
Lastly, the group will serve as subject matter experts 
on the ISP workgroup which also includes providers, 
family members, advocates and county board staff.   
Together, they will develop a single statewide Needs 
Assessment and ISP to be used by all county boards 
of DD.  This effort will certainly streamline the 
planning process and free up time for providers and 
SSAs as they ensure quality service delivery.
Stay tuned!  The goal is to have the single plan 
process completed by the end of this year, roll it out 
to a few test counties, then refine and approve with 
the goal of a July 2020 rollout across the state.

Sherri Lowe, Director

Consideration in the awarding of grants is given to event content and relevance to the goals of the 
individual served, the number of applicants, available funds, and prior use of grant dollars by an 
applicant within the same calendar year.

Grant application forms are available through the Auglaize CBDD administrative office by contacting 
Leslie West at 419-629-1502 or lwest@auglaizedd.org. 

The CBDD will use its Facebook and Twitter pages to alert individuals and family members to eligible 
grant opportunities. You can also ask your Service Coordinator or Service & Support Administrator 
(SSA) about additional opportunities.

ISP
Individual
Support

Plan



USING LOCAL DOLLARS TO CREATE OPPORTUNITIES
Renee Place, Superintendent

As a County Board of Developmental Disabilities (CBDD), we serve many people 
with a lot of different interests. From people who are eligible for our services to 

the providers who work hard to support them; from parents who want to network 
and learn more to adult siblings who want to increase their understanding so they 
can advocate and teach their brother or sister to do the same. We know one size 
does not fit all, so we’re offering opportunities for individualized personal and 
professional development through our locally funded grants.

Our 2019 strategic plan includes the goals of increasing personal development grant 
opportunities for self-advocacy for individuals and families, as well as expanding 
assistance to providers for additional training and to support activities which foster 
integration and community inclusion.

Individual Grants
Qualifying individuals served by the Auglaize CBDD may apply for grants to assist them in attending advocacy 
events, symposiums, conventions and other activities. Grants may be used to cover or reimburse incurred 
expenses such as registration fees, hotel reservations and transportation to and from events.

Family Grants
Family grants may be available to family members of qualifying adults and children served by the CBDD for 
attendance to seminars, conferences, trainings, support groups and other events which:

 • Further the understanding of a developmental delay or disability
 • Offer the opportunity to learn about new technologies which may help their family member become  
     more independent
 • Teach the family member how to empower their loved one to be better self-advocate

As with the individual grants, local funds may be used to cover or reimburse incurred expenses such as 
registration fees, hotel reservations and transportation to and from the approved event.

Provider Grants
Both independent and agency providers are eligible to apply for grants intended to cover the cost of things 
like:

 • Required training per DODD certification guidelines
 • Purchase of equipment or supplies for approved activities which foster integration and community  
     inclusion
 • Incurred expenses related to accompanying individuals to advocacy events, symposiums,                   
              conventions and other activities which foster integration and community inclusion. Expenses may  
              include staff registration fees and hotel reservations

EXCITING TIMES 
FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

It is that time of year again! The days are 
getting shorter, and there is a feeling of 

excitement in the air for new beginnings as well 
as seeing old friends. This has certainly been 
the case with our staff as we’ve worked to build 
collaborative relationships with our schools and 
increase our support of classroom teachers, aides 
and therapists. 
One recent example is the August 
training of over 30 Auglaize County 
school personnel in the Teaching 
PLAY Autism Intervention Program. 
Through this training, preschool and 
kindergarten teams are learning new ways of 
working with children with autism and sensory 
needs. The Auglaize CBDD is excited to be 
supporting implementation of this program in three 
additional classrooms during the 2019-20 school 
year.  Please visit playproject.org or contact our 
office to learn more!
Also, in the past several months, our Early 
Intervention (EI) staff have been diligently 
attending trainings and participating in webinars 
as new rules went into effect on July 1, 2019. The 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities 
(DODD) took over as the lead agency for all EI 
services, including service coordination, in 2016. 
The rules guiding these services, however, were 
still under the Ohio Department of Health, the 
previous lead agency. This change in rule marks the 
final step for the State of Ohio in transitioning the 
provision of all EI services to DODD.
Finally, we are very excited about the recent 
passing of Ohio’s new operating budget which 
includes historic investments in programs serving 
children and families.  Ohio’s EI program received 
a more than a 100% increase in state funding! We 
are thrilled about using these funds to expand 
services to more children and families, including 
children with lead exposure as well as children born 
exposed to drugs. Overall, the number of children 
served through EI has continued to increase as 
word spreads about the wonderful benefits.
Please reach out to me by phone at 419-922-2210 
or by email at jmiller@auglaizedd.org with any 
questions. I welcome the opportunity to speak with 
you.    

Joy Miller, Director

SIMPLIFYING SERVICE &
SUPPORT PLANNING

When Jeff Davis began his new role as director 
of the Ohio Department of Developmental 

Disabilities (DODD) earlier this year, he identified 
two main priorities: simplify service delivery and 
be kind towards each other.  In July, a group of 
DODD staff began working together to transform 
the role of service and support administrators 
(SSAs) throughout the state.  SSAs are responsible 
for planning and coordinating services, approving 
Medicaid and local funding for services and 
monitoring the outcome and effectiveness of 
services.
The focus of the group will be to simplify, streamline 
and support service coordination efforts. The 
group will be developing SSA onboarding and 
ongoing training resources, conducting surveys 
and attending regional meetings, forums and 
workgroups to gather feedback. Hopefully, this 
effort will identify best practices from around the 
state to help SSAs in their important work to the 
individual and families they serve.

Also being addressed is the 
complexity of the planning process. 
As you all may know and experience 
on an annual basis, completing 

the Needs Assessment and the 
Individual Support Plan (ISP) is 
very time consuming.   With 88 

counties in Ohio and hundreds of 
Medicaid Service Providers, it is a daunting 

task to be familiar with the variation of plans across 
the state.  
Lastly, the group will serve as subject matter experts 
on the ISP workgroup which also includes providers, 
family members, advocates and county board staff.   
Together, they will develop a single statewide Needs 
Assessment and ISP to be used by all county boards 
of DD.  This effort will certainly streamline the 
planning process and free up time for providers and 
SSAs as they ensure quality service delivery.
Stay tuned!  The goal is to have the single plan 
process completed by the end of this year, roll it out 
to a few test counties, then refine and approve with 
the goal of a July 2020 rollout across the state.

Sherri Lowe, Director

Consideration in the awarding of grants is given to event content and relevance to the goals of the 
individual served, the number of applicants, available funds, and prior use of grant dollars by an 
applicant within the same calendar year.

Grant application forms are available through the Auglaize CBDD administrative office by contacting 
Leslie West at 419-629-1502 or lwest@auglaizedd.org. 

The CBDD will use its Facebook and Twitter pages to alert individuals and family members to eligible 
grant opportunities. You can also ask your Service Coordinator or Service & Support Administrator 
(SSA) about additional opportunities.

ISP
Individual
Support

Plan



Summer   
2019

Grassroots Gazette
Our Mission is to ensure individuals                 
with developmental disabilities have 
access to quality supports, providing    

them opportunities to live, learn, work  
and play in their communities.

    

20 E. First Street
New Bremen, OH 45869

  INSIDE!
• Grant Opportunities
• Simplifying Service 
  & Support Planning
• Exciting Times for         
  Children & Families

ContaCt InformatIon:
auglaIze County Board of dd............... 419-629-2419
early InterventIon..................................... 419-977-2210
report aBuse, negleCt or theft............. 419-629-2419 
after hours/on-Call ssa..................... 419-629-2419

Board Members:
Dean Hobler, President    Kabeth Jarvis
Aaron Homan, V. President   Steve Koenig
Elizabeth Hart, Secretary      Jarret Webb
Leslie Winner-Werling

UPCOMING EVENTS:
septemBer 16th

  developmental sCreenIng
septemBer 20th

  CommunICatIon & awareness traInIng
septemBer 26th 
  salt - sChool to adult lIfe transItIon
septemBer 27th

  regIonal advoCaCy ConferenCe
oCtoBer 2nd-4th

  synergy ConferenCe
oCtoBer 24th  
  wapak halloween parade 
novemBer 1st-2nd

  ohIo sIBs annual ConferenCe
novemBer 20th-22nd

  oCalICon

@auglaizedd @auglaizeddfacebook.com/auglaizedd

   auglaizedd.org

fIrst on the moon parade

volunteers at the aCBdd faIr BoothkIds' day at the faIr

red nose day

BY THE NUMBERS
Our 2019 commitment to preschool and school-

aged children with disabilities in Auglaize             
County through ongoing collaboration                                   

with the Auglaize ESC:
   Minster ...................................................  
   New Bremen ....................................... 
   New Knoxville ..................................... 
   St. Marys..................................................  
   Wapakoneta ........................................  
   Waynesfield-Goshen .....................              

 $63,387.74
 $35,227.03
 $12,627.37 
 $114,378.08
  $140,489.99
  $19,421.90
 

 Total ACBDD Contribution - $385,532.12

the


	Pages from Newsletter 0819-3.pdf
	Pages from Newsletter 0819-2.pdf
	Pages from Newsletter 0819.pdf

