
 

 

UPCOMING CHANGES TO SDC CHARGES AND METHODOLGY IN 
MOSIER, OREGON 

 
A system development charge (SDC) is a one-time fee imposed on new development to 
equitably recover the cost of expanding infrastructure capacity to serve new customers. SDCs 
are not taxes—they are collected for a specific purpose and provide a distinct benefit to the 
persons who pay the fee. SDC revenue is restricted by statute, and SDC revenue must be used 
to provide needed capital improvements. 
 
SDCs represent a valuable tool for cities to ensure that public facilities keep pace with new 
development by distributing the costs of increased services on new development, not on 
existing development. As a thoughtful community, Mosier considered its current and projected 
levels of growth; whether existing infrastructure can accommodate new development; and 
whether our community has an adequate plan for future improvements to infrastructure to 
accommodate future growth. Every SDC charge and development plan was tailored to reflect 
growth projections and zoning code requirements, as set out in our comprehensive plan.  
 
The Mosier City Council has adopted legislation establishing system development charges 
(SDCs) for water, sewer, drainage (stormwater), streets, and parks services.  SDCs are 
updated, as needed, to account for inflation and changes to the Capital Facilities Plans. 
 
As part of this most recent update, the city evaluated the basis for its SDCs and tested the 
adequacy and equity of the existing fee structures. The program review used the consultant 
team’s experience, as well as the experience of other Oregon cities, to bring the City’s charge 
structure up-to-date, and ensure that the new charges are both fair and legally defensible. The 
cost basis of the charges was also updated to ensure sufficient cost recovery within the 
guidance of Oregon State law. 
 

Key Facts About SDCs: 
 • SDCs are one-time charges, not ongoing rates, or taxes. 
 • SDCs are used to fund additional capacity needed to serve growth to ensure that growth 

pays for growth 
 • SDCs do not fund ongoing system maintenance. 
 • SDCs include future and existing cost components. 
 • SDCs are intended to recover a fair share of the cost of existing and planned facilities 

needed to serve new growth. 

 
 

The SDC reports and exhibits are available online and at City Hall 

 
Proposed System Development Charges & Comparisons 

 

 Water  Sewer  Stormwater  Transportation  Parks Total SDC

Mosier (Proposed) 3,866$                4,104$                1,499$                4,154$                1,495$                15,118$       

Hood River 4,451                  2,005                  756                      2,097                  5,064                  14,373         

Statewide Average* 4,507                  3,709                  973                      4,339                  3,804                  13,135         

Mosier (Current) 4,499                  5,718                  931                      -                      1,495                  12,643         

The Dalles 2,317                  1,789                  342                      1,500                  1,747                  7,695            

Source:  League of Oregon Cities, 2020 System Development Charges Survey Report (table 11); Individual city government websites

*The "Total SDC" amount in this row is not equal to the sum of the other entries because not every city charges every SDC


