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May 3, 2021 

By electronic delivery to:  
foiarequests@dol.gov 
 

Office of the Solicitor, Office of Information Services (OIS) 
Division of Management and Administrative Legal Services 
200 Constitution Ave NW, Room N-2420 
Washington, DC 20210                   
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Attention: FOIA Request 

Dear Solicitor: 

This is a Freedom of Information Act request on behalf of Consumers’ Research1 for all 

documents, including letters, memos, e-mails, text messages and other forms of electronic 

communication, relating to the decision to take down from the Department of Labor (DOL) 

site the document “OASP Working Paper on State and Local Pensions – The Case for 

Fundamental Reforms.” The Working Paper appeared at 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OASP/Working-Paper-on-State-and-Local-Pensions-

The-Case-for-Fundamental-Reforms.pdf  on or about January 15, 2021 and was taken down 

before February 1, 2021.  The requested documents include any analyses or discussions of 

the reasons for and/or the considerations, pro or con, preceding the decision to take down 

this document and include any communication, whether from within DOL, from another 

Government agency or from outside of the government. 

Please also include, but do not limit to, any communications from the following: 

 Stephanie Swirsky 

 Timothy Hauser 

 Hong Kim 

 Erin Fitzgerald 

 Alan Beckman 

 Joe Canary 

 Laura Dawkins 

 Bill Scott 

 The Office of Public Affairs 

 The Employee Benefits Security Administration - 

                                                 
1 This Freedom of Information Act request is on behalf of Consumers’ Research which is a 501(c)(3) educational non-profit 
advocating for the general interests of consumers. Founded in 1929, Consumers’ Research is the nation’s oldest consumer affairs 
organization. Consumers’ Research aims to increase the knowledge and understanding of issues, policies, products, and services 
of concern to consumers and to promote the freedom to act on that knowledge and understanding. 
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https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OASP/Working-Paper-on-State-and-Local-Pensions-The-Case-for-Fundamental-Reforms.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OASP/Working-Paper-on-State-and-Local-Pensions-The-Case-for-Fundamental-Reforms.pdf
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 The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Policy 

 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Administration and Management  

 

Consumers’ Research also requests the Executive Secretary Office provide the following:  

 Communications regarding the report 

 All calendars regarding open EBSA matters 

 Memos and minutes regarding any meetings about pensions 

 Voicemails regarding pensions Communication regarding pensions Communications 

about changes to any DOL webpage between 1/1/21 and 1/31/21  

 Any communication regarding "Jay Sirot"  

 Any communication regarding "Daniel Greenberg" 

 

Even if an exemption to disclosure applies to some of the requested documents under DOL 

regulations pursuant to 5 USC 552(b), I request your consideration of the public interest in 

the reasons for removal of an informative document on the State and local pension crisis 

from the DOL website.  This is a topic of significant interest to the public, as it is widely known 

that many local, and significant numbers of State pension funds are so severely underfunded 

as to raise questions as to their ability to meet their pension obligations. DOL has discretion 

not to invoke the provision of 5 USC 552(b)(5) relating to intra-agency and inter-agency 

communications and we request that you weigh the benefits of public knowledge of the 

reasons for DOL’s action against the interests of keeping such communications confidential.   

I also request that, pursuant to established FOIA procedures, each document  that may be 

withheld be evaluated separately and that all reasonably segregable portions of each 

document that may be disclosable be disclosed, with appropriate deletions, pursuant to the 

provisions of the last paragraph of 5 USC 552(b).  In particular, I request that any purely 

factual information contained in such documents, even if contained within discussion 

documents subject to being withheld, be disclosed, pursuant to the provisions of 5 USC 

552(a)(8)(A)(ii).   

As disclosure of this information is in the public interest, because it is likely to contribute to 

public understanding of the operations and activities of the government, I request waiver of 

FOIA fees under the provisions of 5 USC 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).  In support of this request, I note 

that Consumers’ Research is a 501(c)(3) organization, and Consumers’ Research will use any 

information obtained only to inform the public and not for any profit-making purpose.   

Should DOL decide to require frees for the processing of this request, Consumers’ Research 

agrees to pay fees up to $50.00. If fees are to exceed that amount, I request notice of such 

fees and their likely amount prior to accrual of any such fees.   
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This request is directed to Office of the Solicitor, OIS, because I do not know which 

component or components of DOL would be likely to hold the requested documents.  Please 

send me an acknowledgement of receipt of this request with the DOL FOIA number, for my 

use in any further communications regarding this request. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Will Hild, Executive Director 


