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2022-2023 Conservation Cost Share 
Applications Available

Project applications are due to the office by March 1, 2022 and will be reviewed and approved at the March 
board meeting. Producer’s can begin construction once they have received notice of approval. But 
reimbursements will not be made until July when the 2022-2023 Budget begins. 

You can download the application on our website at westoncountynrd.org/conservation-cost-share. 
Applications are also available at the office. Or call the office and we can drop one in the mail for you as well. 

Project Examples Include:
• New water development to increase livestock distribution in remote areas
• Spring developments to enhance wildlife and/or improve livestock distribution
• Solar stock pumps to improve reliability of water sources
• Fencing for implementing a rotational grazing system
• Streambank stabilization and restoration practices
• On-farm irrigation water management
• Windbreaks/living snow fences
• Cover crops
• and more!

2022 Community Tree Grant
The purpose of this grant is to increase tree plantings and beatification of our 
public areas in Weston County. The program is designed to assist local 
organizations, schools, tree boards or other community entities in tree 
planting projects taking place on public land in Weston County.

The trees must be planted on public property and proposed projects should 
have the permission of the entity responsible for the property where the 
planting will occur. 

The grant is a 60/40 cost share. The District will pay 60% of the costs while 
40% is provided through a financial match or in-kind donation of materials or 
labor by the applicants. Seven grants up to $500 each will be funded annually. 

Applications can be found on our website at 
westoncountynrd.org/community-tree-grant or can be obtained at the office. 
Call the office and we can also send you one in the mail. 
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Program Objectives
To provide incentive for landowners within the Weston County Natural 
Resource District Boundaries to implement natural resource conservation 
practices that improve water quality and quantity, soil erosion, energy 
conservation or wildlife habitat. This program is also for those landowners 
who can’t typically qualify for federal farm bill programs. This is a 50% cost 
share up to a maximum of $5,000. 

2022 Tree Sale Order 
form also available 

inside this newsletter

https://westoncountynrd.org/conservation-cost-share/
https://westoncountynrd.org/community-tree-grant/
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Board of Supervisors

David Tysdal dtysdal.wcnrd@gmail.com
Chairman, Rural Member

Tucker Hamilton          thamilton.wcnrd@gmail.com
Vice Chairman, Rural Member

Emily Hartinger ehartinger.wcnrd@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer

Gene Norman gnorman.wcnrd@gmail.com
Supervisor, Urban Member

Tom Streeter tstreeter.wcnrd@gmail.com
Supervisor, At-Large Member

District Staff
Caleb Carter ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com 
District Manager                    (307) 746-3264 ext. 111

District Hours
7:30 am to 4 pm—Monday-Friday

The USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer

NRCS Field Office
Hours: 7 am to 3:30 pm         (307) 746-3264 ext 3

Paul Eitel paul.eitel@usda.gov 
District Conservationist

Tanner Jenks tanner.jenks@usda.gov 
Range Specialist

Austin Sommerville              asommerville@nwtf.net
National Wild Turkey Federation 
Cooperative Forester

facebook.com/westoncountynrd

instagram.com/westoncountynrd

UPCOMING EVENTS

We have a new website!
Same location, new look!

Be sure to check out our new website for all your updates and 
WCNRD news. You can find forms to sign up for  programs, 

event  details, and much more!
westoncountynrd.org

You can also connect with us on social media: 

“Providing leadership in conserving the natural resources in 
Weston County by providing information, education 

and technical assistance to meet the needs of our users.”

Office Status
Our office is at 50% staffing, and we are taking visitors 

by appointment. So please call us and stop by to see how we 
can help you!  

FEBRUARY 8 WCNRD Board Meeting @3 pm, Pinnacle Bank community room

MARCH 1
1
8

Conservation Cost Share Applications Due
Community Tree Grant Applications Due
WCNRD Board Meeting @3 pm, Pinnacle Bank community room

APRIL 1
12
28

Tree Orders Due
WCNRD Board Meeting @3 pm, Pinnacle Bank community room
Anticipated tree pick-up day

Mission Statement
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First, there are many benefits to winter grazing, one being the savings from not making or buying as much hay every 
year. Some hay will most likely be needed though, for times when heavy snow buries the forage to a point where livestock 
can’t reach it. In addition to cost savings, there are benefits to the land itself when winter grazing is used. The big ones being 
soil and plant health. When pastures are set aside for winter grazing, they are allowed to rest, and plants can grow to maturity
with little disturbance. This allows plants to grow out their root systems, producing more forage and more resilient plants. At 
the same time, the plants and their larger root systems will help feed the soil, increase soil biology, increase infiltration, and 
protect the soil from erosion.  Also, during the winter, shrubs like sagebrush are grazed more by livestock so producers can gain 
some forage on shrubby pastures.     

Continued on next page…

Winter Grazing Tanner Jenks, NRCS Range Specialist

Winter grazing is already quite common on western 
rangelands and is an important management tool that can 
improve a livestock operation. Saving forage for the winter 
helps cut down dramatically on the amount of hay that that 
needs to be put up and fed, saving time and money. Besides 
cost savings though, there are other benefits to winter grazing 
such as building soil health and better utilizing shrubs. There 
are also different ways that winter grazing can be 
accomplished, like stocking, swath grazing, and grazing hay 
land. Last, the limits of winter grazing need to be recognized 
so that it is done properly, and rangelands area not abused. NRCS, Jeff Vanuga

Wildlife Ramps
Do you have stock tanks 
that need a wildlife ramp? 
Wildlife ramps help birds 
and other small animals 
that fall into stock tanks 
escape safely. It also 
provides a place for birds, 
etc. to get a drink safely. 
The District offers wildlife 
ramps for free to district 
members. The ramps we 
have right now were 
made by the Vo Ag 
students at Newcastle 
High School!  Contact 
Caleb if you would like 
some for your stock 
tanks. 
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Be SepticSmart! 

We are accepting applications on 
an ongoing basis. Regular 
maintenance helps ensure your 
system is functioning properly. 

To get an application come by 
the office or go to 
westoncountynrd.org/septic-
maintenance

Submit application for approval 
by the board prior to getting 
work done. 
Deadline for completion is 
April 30, 2022

…Winter Grazing continued

Next, there are different strategies that can be used for winter grazing. This includes stocking forage, grazing hay land, 
and swath grazing. Stocking forage in pastures by letting them rest over the growing season is a great way to provide winter 
forage for livestock. Pastures can also be grazed lightly early in the season, and then let rest until winter to let forage regrow. 
This can be dependent on how much precipitation is received and may not be effective in a dry year though.  Another way to 
winter graze, is to graze hay lands instead of haying and baling them. This eliminates haying costs and will improve the soil
heath greatly by keeping the nutrients there in the way of livestock manure and plant residue. Last, swath grazing can be 
another effective way to winter graze. This is done by swathing hay into windrows and leaving them in the field to be grazed in 
the winter. This works very well for annual hay crops but also works on perennial hay lands. This practice reduces haying costs 
and leaves the nutrients on the fields improving soil health. All these strategies are effective and can be used together to provide 
winter forage for livestock. 

Lastly, while winter grazing is very effective, care needs to be taken so rangelands and livestock are managed properly. 
Grazing in the winter doesn’t have much impact on the plants because they are dormant, but livestock should only take ~65% 
of the vegetation. This leaves cover for the soil to protect against erosion, catch snow, and leaves cover and forage for wildlife. 
Also, snow may become too deep or crusted over at times for livestock to dig down to the forage and may need to be fed or 
break the crust in case of swath grazing. Additionally, drought may limit how long livestock can winter graze on rangeland or
hay land.

To conclude, winter grazing can be an important tool to improve a livestock operation by decreasing hay expenses and 
build soil and rangeland health. Different strategies such as stocking forage, swath grazing, and grazing hay lands can be used 
to accomplish winter grazing. Finally, while there are many benefits, there are still limits that should be taken into consideration 
to prevent erosion, losing wildlife habitat and losing beneficial snow accumulation.  Weather such as deep or crusted snow, and 
drought will also decrease the effectiveness and require hay to be fed.

Septic 
Maintenance 
Cost Share

Do you know how to care for your septic system and keep it 
running smooth? 
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Greetings from the Weston County FSA Office!
Here are some upcoming important deadlines for FSA programs. If you would like more 
information, please contact the FSA office at (307) 746-2701 ext. 2. 

• Livestock Forage Program (LFP) - Application deadline for 2021 benefits is January 31, 2022. LFP  provides 
assistance to eligible livestock producers for grazing losses experienced due to a qualifying drought. We are still 
in the process of preparing applications for people who have submitted their inventory numbers as well as 
conducting pre-payment reviews as quickly as possible. If you have not considered this program for losses 
incurred in 2021, please think about this program to offset losses due to poor or inadequate forage availability.

• Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - Producers who signed up for the 2021 program, 
the deadline to file 2021 applications for payment is February 11, 2022. NAP provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting are caused by certain 
eligible natural disasters. 

If you had earlier hay losses, please be sure that you have also filed an application for payment with our office.

Weston County was approved for grazing losses of both native and improved pastureland
caused by drought. Due to policy changes, all producers must file an application for payment
with our office to receive benefits from this program.

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) -
Application deadline for 2021 benefits is January 31, 2022. ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible 
producers of livestock, honeybees, and farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, certain adverse weather 
events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. Most notably, this program was 
expanded this year to cover feed transportation costs for drought-impacted ranchers. 

In addition to these programs, our office is accepting elections and enrollments for the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) commodity crop safety net

programs. ARC and PLC are the key safety net programs for commodity crop production, and the election and 
enrollment period for next year's production season is now open through March 15, 2022.

As you can see, our office is very busy, and we are working hard to get you the assistance you need as quickly as 
possible. We want to thank you again for all your patience this past year. Wishing you a happy and healthy start to 
the new year!

Sherie Hilgenkamp
Acting County Executive Director

Did you know that the Conservation Clamor is also available in your email? 

In an efforts to save money and reduce our paper usage, we email the same newsletter to over 200 district 
members, saving over $500 per year! That allows us to put more money into our conservation efforts. 

If you would rather receive your newsletter via email please contact Caleb Carter at ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com or call 
the District Office at (307) 746-3264, ext. 111. 
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Why consider adding it to the crop rotation?  Hemp reconditions the land as it grows. It adds nutrients such as 
nitrates and potassium to the soil. Hemp’s taproots are great for maintaining the land because the taproot can reach 
a depth of six feet which helps loosen compacted soil and increases aeration. 

Plan to learn: 

• Crop rotations that work
• Water use and growing days are similar to corn but what else do you need to know? 
• Learn about local markets and locations, value added products 
• Learn the soil health benefits
• Learn the WDA requirements – the ins and outs of the program 
• Brainstorm ideas for local business development

Industrial Hemp Informational Meeting
The Niobrara Conservation District recently 
attended a meeting and our interests were peaked 
with the presentation on Industrial hemp and the 
multitude of businesses that are evolving out of the 
bi-products.  We are offering an informational 
gathering of local pivot owners and potential 
business investors to learn about the crop and bi-
products.  We want you to have another option to 
improve soil health, have bigger profits with 
different crop rotations and opportunities for new 
local businesses.  The local market for the bi-
products are close to Niobrara County – some in 
Torrington, Scottsbluff and others in Hot Springs 
and Hill City area.  The Wyoming Department of 
Agriculture oversees the program for Wyoming and 
are several years in to the program. 

Justin Loeffler from Green Tree Ag in Torrington and 
Wes Brown from Department of Ag will be on hand to 
visit about the process JANUARY 27th at 1:00 P.M.  at 
the Fairgrounds. 

Hope you are able to attend. 
RSVP to lshaw@wyoming.com
or 334-9957. Bring your 
neighbor too. 

The Weston County Natural Resource District

2021 Seedling Tree Sale
Trees for conservation plantings

Windbreaks ● Living Snow Fences 
Riparian Stabilization ● Visual/Noise Screen

ORDER DEADLINE IS APRIL 1, 2022

Bareroot trees sold in lots of 25
Soil plugs sold in lots of 50

Potted trees and shrubs sold individually 

Order early as varieties will sell out quickly!

Order forms available at District Office, local Libraries, 
westoncountynrd.org or call (307) 746-3264, ext. 111

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE for 
more info on variety selection, planting, 
and care of trees and shrubs…

https://westoncountynrd.org/seedling-tree-sales

mailto:lshaw@wyoming.com
http://www.westoncountynrd.org/index.htm
https://westoncountynrd.org/seedling-tree-sales/
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Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage 

Rate
Newcastle, WY
Permit No. 52

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), 

(800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Weston County Natural Resource District
1225 Washington Blvd. Suite 3
Newcastle, WY 82701
(307) 746-3264, ext. 111
ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com

Meetings are held the second Tuesday of every month 
at 3:00p.m. Members of the public are welcome to attend.

Return Service 
Requested

January 2022 Conservation Clamor

In this issue…

COST SHARE APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
• Conservation Cost Share: 50% cost share up to $5,000 – Due March 1, 2022
• Community Tree Grant: 60% cost share up to $500– Due March 1, 2022
• Septic Maintenance Cost Share: $100 – ongoing

TREE SALE GOING ON NOW! Form available inside, due April 1, 2022

2ND ANNUAL CAVE MAN FUN RUN registrations open now!

INDUSTRIAL HEMP MEETING in Lusk January 27th

GROWING BEGINNING FARMERS AND RANCHERS PROGRAM now accepting applications for 
interns and hosts

NRCS: Winter Grazing

FSA PROGRAMS: upcoming deadlines
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