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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service),  

(800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

Weston County Natural Resource District 
1225 Washington Blvd. Suite 3 
Newcastle, WY 82701 
(307) 746-3264, ext. 111 
ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com 

Meetings are held the second Tuesday of every month  
at 3:00p.m. Members of the public are welcome to attend. 

Return Service  
Requested 

facebook.com/westoncountynrd 

www.westoncountynrd.org 

instagram.com/westoncountynrd 

 

February 

 1st—Natural Resources Cost Share application available  

 9th – WCNRD Board Meeting, 3 pm: Fairgrounds Event Center 

 15th – Office closed in observance of President’s Day 

March 

 5th – Community Tree Grant applications due  

 9th – WCNRD Board Meeting, 3 pm: Fairgrounds Event Center 

April 

 1st— Natural Resources Cost Share applications due 

 2nd – Seedling tree orders due 

 13th – WCNRD Board Meeting @3 pm, location TBD 

January 2021 Conservation Clamor 

Conservation Clamor 
“Providing leadership in conserving the  

natural resources in Weston County  
by providing information, education  

and technical assistance to meet  
the needs of our users.” 

January 2021 WESTON COUNTY NATURAL RESOUCE DISTRICT 

A look back... 
Caleb Carter, District Manager 

January has always been a time to look back and reflect on the 
past year. And while we missed out on some fun events due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, thanks to your support, we still got some 
good conservation projects completed. Check out our Annual 
Summary on the next page for a recap of the district’s efforts. 
 
To see our other reports, go to westoncountynrd.org and click 
on Reports. There you will find our: 

• 2019-2020 Annual Report: more in-depth look at the 
past year. 

• 2020-2021 Annual Plan of Work: Goals and objectives 
guiding the district’s current efforts.  

• 2016-2021 Long Range Plan: a five year plan serving as 
the District’s long-term guide.  

 

...but focused forward 

While we are under no illusions that we don’t still have some 
challenges ahead, we are excited to continue old partnerships 
and build new as we focus forward.  
 
As part of our focus forward effort, we have updated the Rural 
Cost Share Program with a new name, new deadline and new 
application. It is now the Natural Resources Cost Share Program. 
Applications will be available February 1st, and are due April 1st.   
As the district has been approached about a wider range or pro-
jects, a new format was necessary to fairly asses and fund these 
projects. Go to page 4 for more information. 
 
We are also focusing again on the Beaver Creek Watershed 
study area. Applications for the Wyoming Water Development 
Small Water Project Program are due November 22nd. We are 
currently evaluating possible projects, and I think that there are 
many other projects in the county that would qualify as well. Go 
to page 3 for more information and let me know if you want to 
discuss your project.  
 
Also, don’t miss out on our Tree Sale currently underway. The 
order form can be found on page 5. And, as always, thank you 
for your continued support and partnership! You are the reason 
we are able to accomplish the work that we do.  

Community Tree Grant Program 
The Weston County Natural Resource District 
has sponsored the Community Tree Grant for 
many years now to encourage the planting of 
trees on publicly owned property.  
 
Examples include the Weston County Library, 
the Upton Downtown and Elementary School 
areas, the 4-way stop on the east side of New-
castle, Newcastle Cemetery, Newcastle Volun-
teer Fire Department, many areas along the Bike 
Path in Newcastle, and the Senior Housing Au-
thority. 
 
The grant is a 60-40 cost share with the District 
paying 60 percent of the costs and 40 percent 
being provided through a financial match or in-
kind donation of materials or labor by the appli-
cants. The maximum amount that any one group 
can apply for is $500.  
 
If you are interested in an application or have 
questions visit our website or contact Caleb 
Carter at (307) 746-3264 ext. 111 

Planting trees at the WC Volunteer fire Department 

http://www.westoncountynrd.org/index.htm
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LIVESTOCK FORAGE DISASTER PROGRAM - 2020 
 
The Weston County FSA Office was recently informed that Weston County is 
now eligible for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program. This program is trig-
gered by the county rating of D2 or greater by the US Drought Monitor. Weston 
County has been in D2 drought for over 8 weeks, qualifying producers for 1 
monthly payment. The LFP monthly  
payment rate for drought is equal to 60% of the lesser of either the monthly feed 
cost: 
 
• For all covered livestock owned or leased by the eligible livestock producer;        
      or 
• Calculated by using the normal carrying capacity of the eligible grazing land    
      of the eligible livestock producer 
 

The county office is currently asking for producers to contact the office to set up an appointment. Information and/or 
documentation needed are a copy of all current leases for 2020, livestock numbers that were owned on or before July 
17th and maintained for commercial use as part of the ranch operation.  
 
Eligible livestock are grazing animals that satisfy the majority of net energy requirement of nutrition by grazing  
include the following:  adult beef and dairy cattle (cows and bulls), non-adult weaned beef less than, equal to or  
greater than 500 lbs., sheep, alpacas, llamas, goats, horses, mules and donkeys excluding unweaned offspring. 
 
Animals used for recreational purposes such as pleasure, hunting, pets, roping, show or consumption by owner, lessee 
or contract grower are not eligible. Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot on the beginning date of the 
qualifying drought as part of the normal business operation, are not eligible. Unweaned offspring are not considered 
a grazing animal and are not eligible. 
 
If producers sold livestock due to drought conditions during the current production year (2020) or one or both the 
two production years immediately preceding the current program year, please bring in a copy of your sale receipts. 
 
Please contact the 
county office at 307-746
-2701 Ext. 2, no later 
than January 30th. We 
are aware of this short 
turnaround and will be 
doing everything in our 
power to accommodate 
the large amount of 
phone calls this will     
generate in the county 
office. If your call is not 
answered right away, 
please leave a message 
or try calling again. The 
Service Center is cur-
rently not receiving cus-
tomers in the office. 
Thank you for your pa-
tience and understand-
ing. 
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BEAVER CREEK WATERSHED 
STUDY 

Did you know that the Conservation Clamor is also available in your email?  
 
In an efforts to save money and reduce our paper usage, we email the same newsletter to over 200 district mem-
bers, saving over $500 per year! That allows us to put more money into our conservation efforts.  
 
If you would rather receive your newsletter via email please contact Caleb Carter at ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com or 
call the District Office at (307) 746-3264, ext. 111.  

The Beaver Creek Watershed Study,  
completed in 2018, evaluated opportu-
nities for water improvement projects. It 
also qualifies WCNRD to apply for fund-
ing through the Wyoming Water Devel-
opment Small Water Project Program.  
 
Two projects are completed, and an ad-
ditional project was submitted for possi-
ble funding in 2021.  
 
Per Wyoming Water Development: 
“Activities should improve watershed 
condition and function and provide ben-
efit for wildlife, livestock and the envi-
ronment. Projects may provide improved 
water quality, riparian habitat, habitat 
for fish and wildlife and address environ-
mental concerns by providing water sup-
plies to support plant and animal species 
or serve to improve natural resource 
conditions.” 
 
If you have a project that was already 
evaluated or one that might qualify, 
please reach out to Caleb Carter, District 
Manager, at (307) 746-3264 ext. 111. 
The deadline is November 22, 2021.  

mailto:mccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com%20ailto:
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The implementation of the 2018 Farm Bill and its associated conservation pro-
grams is well under way.  We will begin evaluating and planning the EQIP  
applications from 2020 signup which will be ranked and funded in 2021.  
 
We are currently taking EQIP applications for the year 2022. Funding levels for 
conservation programs has stayed good. EQIP applications and contracts for 
Weston county are broken down into 3 funding pools and categories: Range-
land – typical projects include new livestock wells, pipelines, tanks, and cross 
fences. Cropland – typical projects include improving soil health by planting 
cover crops. Forestry – typical projects include thinning, pre commercial trees.  
 
If you want more information on these programs feel free to contact the NRCS 
office. 307-746-3264 or email at paul.eitel@usda.gov.  

COVID-19 Update: We are still serving you! 
 

The FSA, NRCS, and Weston County Natural Resource District offices  
While our offices are still operating, we are currently closed to visitors.   

If you need assistance, you can reach each office at: 
 FSA:  (307) 746-2701, ext. 2 
 NRCS:  (307) 746-3264, ext. 110 
 Weston County NRD:  (307) 746-3264, ext. 111  

We can meet with you in the parking lot or make other arrangements.  

Natural Resources Cost Share Program 

Objective 

To provide incentive to landowners to implement conserva-
tion projects that benefit water, soil, or wildlife habitat. 

Cost share 
50% cost-share up to $5,000, Cover crop cost-share is $30/ac 

Project examples 
New water development, solar stock pumps, cross fencing, 
streambank stabilization, irrigation management, living snow 
fences, cover crops, and more.  

Deadline 

April 1, 2021 

For an application please contact 

Caleb Carter 
(307) 746-3264 ext. 111 

ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com 

NEW NAME  •  NEW DEADLINE  •  SAME CONSERVATION! 
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