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“Providing leadership in conserving the 
natural resources in Weston County 
by providing information, education 

and technical assistance to meet 
the needs of our users.”

“In” vs “out” of the District. What is the 
deal? Caleb Carter, WCNRD Manager

Benefits of being “in-district”
Mill Levy breakdown
What you would pay based on an average 
home price in Weston County:

Average home price (2019)……………..$177,387

Level of assessment……..…………………….x 0.095

1 mill…………………………………………………..x 0.001

Annual conservation tax…………………….. $16.85

Cost per month………………………….....……..$1.40

What you get back
What can you get back from being a district 
member?

Annual well water testing……………………$45.00

Septic maintenance cost share…....……$100.00

Total……..………………………………………..…$145.00

Other benefits include:
• Purchase trees at the in-district 2/3 rate
• Natural Resources Cost Share up to $5,000
• Grant assistance

And support our other conservation efforts:
• Community Tree Grant: up to $500.00
• Household Hazardous Waste Day
• Conservation books for libraries
• Black Hills Natural Resources Youth Camp
• Funds to cost share on state, federal and 

private grants

There have been a lot of questions about what it means be “in-
district” vs “out-of-district. The Weston County Natural Resource 
District is unique among conservation districts in Wyoming in the 
fact that not everyone that lives in Weston County is in the 
district. 

When the district was formed on January 16, 1961, the board 
allowed residents to opt-into district. Over time, additional 
properties have been added. And, while the majority of Weston 
County now lies within the district boundaries, there are still 
many properties not in the district. 

So Why Does This Matter?

A mill levy was passed in 1988 by the district members, allowing 
the District to assess up to one mill in funding from property 
owners within the District. This helps to support district 
operations including salary and office expenses. More 
importantly, it also funds our cost share programs including the 
Natural Resources Cost Share, Septic Maintenance cost share, 
and the Community Tree Grant. 

Other programs include the annual Household Hazardous Waste 
Day, conservation books for local libraries, participation in Ag Day 
and the Black Hills Natural Resources Youth Camp, and other 
conservation education programs. These tax dollars are also used 
as cost share or provided in-kind contribution to help us secure 
state, federal, and private grants.

Because our programs are supported by tax dollars, the board 
decided in the 90’s that programs would only be available to 
district members. In 1996, the board approved a rule allowing 
property owners the opportunity to voluntarily add their land into 
the district boundaries. If you are not a member of the district 
and would like more information about adding your property into 
the district, I would be happy to visit with you. See the sidebar for 
more information on the mill levy breakdown. 

If you have any questions about how your conservation tax 
dollars are used, please call me at (307) 746-3264 ext 111. I am 
happy to answer any questions or provide more detail on current 
program efforts!
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My Name is Tanner Jenks and I started with the NRCS as the 
rangeland management specialist for Newcastle at the beginning of 
February. I recently graduated from South Dakota State University in 
May 2020 with a degree in rangeland ecology and management and 
a minor in botany. Originally, I am from Mitchell, SD, where I grew up 
on a small farm that raises beef cattle and raised crops at one time 
also. My previous job was a summer internship with the South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks as a habitat intern. There I worked with 
habitat biologists and technicians to create habitat for game species 
like pheasant and white-tailed deer but also benefited many other 
species. Most of the habitat we created consisted of planting native 
grasses and forbs, shelterbelts, and food plots. Some of my hobbies 
include hiking, hunting, and just being in the outdoors. I am looking 
forward to beginning my career in natural resources and learning 
more to be able to provide conservation assistance to people. 

A big welcome to Tanner Jenks as the new NRCS Range Specialist!

Black Hills Natural Resources Youth 
Camp
June 9-11 at Mallo: open to any child, ages 9-13

Registration forms available at the office or go to cccdwy.net 
and click on Programs and Black Hills Natural Resources Youth 
Camp to download a form. Please return registration form 
to the office by June 1st!

The Weston County Natural Resource District will 
cover the cost of any child living in Weston County
This camp will be an opportunity for kids to learn more 
about preserving our natural resources. Activities will include 
tremendous trees, raptor research, wilderness scavenger 
hunt, talent show, fishing, camp fire, hiking, and much more!

Call Caleb with any questions at (307) 746-3264 ext 111

MAY 11th – WCNRD Board meeting: 3 pm at Events Center
20th – Special budget meeting: 3 pm at Pinnacle Bank
31st – Office closed in observance of Memorial Day

JUNE 8th – WCNRD Board Meeting: 3 pm at Events Center
11th – Deadline to reserve a test kit for water testing
21st-25th – Pick up test kits at the District Office
29th – Deliver test kits to office by 10 am; Upton Town Hall by 11 am

JULY 1st – Septic Cost Share applications available: Due by August 6th 
13th – WCNRD Board Meeting: 3 pm at Events Center

facebook.com/westoncountynrd

www.westoncountynrd.org

instagram.com/westoncountynrd

Stay up to date
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Grazing After Drought in Wyoming, Tanner Jenks, NRCS Range Specialist

Drought is a common occurrence for livestock producers in Wyoming and can present many challenges to 
their operation. While making changes to the operation are important during a drought, it is just as important to 
make changes after the drought as well. Even when precipitation returns closer to normal and the lands starts to 
green up, care should be taken not to over stock and over graze the rangeland. This can set back the recovery of the 
land even further by decreasing rangeland health and productivity. Fortunately, there are steps that can be taken to 
avoid damaging the land further and help speed up the recovery time.

During a severe or prolonged drought, some producers will reduce the size of their herd because there isn’t 
enough forage for their normal stocking rate. This lower stocking rate should be carried on after the drought ends 
because the plants will need time to properly recover from drought induced mortality and stress. When stressed 
enough, some plants will die off and this will lead to a thinner plant community and more bare ground. This can 
decrease the amount of forage available, making it is easy to overgraze and further damage the plant community 
and open the way for less desirable plants and weeds to establish due to less competition. By keeping a lower 
stocking rate, plants have more time to recover between being grazed so they can rebuild their root systems and 
will outcompete weeds. In the long term this will lead to a faster recovery and higher quality rangeland that will 
provide more forage and increased productivity.

A lower stocking rate is just one tool that can be used to recover from drought, there are several other 
management techniques that can be used in conjunction also. One of the best and fastest ways to allow a pasture to 
recover is the rest it for a growing season. This lets the plants grow and recover uninterrupted by grazing pressure, 
allowing their roost systems to rebuild, and produce a large seed crop. While rest is a great way to allow fast 
recovery after a drought, it is not always a practical option for many producers. Another method is deferred grazing, 
which allows the most important forage species to grow to maturity then be grazed. This allows the plants to grow 
without being grazed until maturity, when grazing will not affect them much because they have completed their life 
cycle at this point. Rest and deferment can be used on the pasture that needs the most recovery time or is most 
important for grazing, so it will recover quickly. Both methods might be hard for some producers to implement but 
will pay off in the long term. Other methods that can help recovery are rotational grazing and delaying turnout of 
livestock to a pasture. By rotating livestock through several pastures, the plants are allowed a rest period before 
being grazed again, speeding up recovery. Lastly, the easiest method is delay turning livestock out onto pasture a 
few weeks so forage can grow more and have some recovery time. 

In conclusion, making changes to an operation after a drought are just as important as those taken during the 
drought. By taking steps to allow rangeland to rest for a time, the recovery time will be decreased, and productivity 
will increase. This can be done through a rest period, deferment, rotational grazing, or delaying livestock turnout. If 
these methods are used, normal stocking rates can be returned to sooner and the rangeland will be more resilient to 
the next drought. 

Cattle on drought damaged pasture, Jerry Volesky UNL Extension, 2012
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The Alphabet of Soil Health
Keela Deaton, NRCS2
A: Assessment – A soil health assessment is the necessary first step to 
determine the condition of your soil. Healthy soils carry out various 
critical functions that contribute to crop production and environmental 
quality. The assessment provides a snapshot of current soil function, 
and an indication of how management will affect function into the 
future. Soil health cannot be determined by simply monitoring crop 
yield, although declining yields may be an indication of poor soil health, 
since yield can often be maintained for some time even as soil health is 
declining. During the assessment, various soil properties and conditions 
are evaluated and used as indicators to help the assessor determine 
how well the soil is functioning relative to its inherent capacity. All soils 
are not created equal, so the assessor must be sure to evaluate their 
soil based on whatever limitations are inherent to not only the soil, but 
also the environment. The results of the assessment provide the 
producer with a roadmap for management that can be implemented to 
improve soil health. Visit this link to access USDA’s Cropland In-Field 
Soil Health Assessment Worksheet. 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/assess
ment/

Photo Credit: Keela Deaton, NRCS2

8 foot - $8.00 each
40 to 50 in bundle

6.5 foot - $3.00 each
75 in bundle

Contact (307) 746-4261

Wyoming State 
Forestry

Did you know that the Conservation Clamor is also available in your email? 

In an efforts to save money and reduce our paper usage, we email the same newsletter to over 200 district 
members, saving over $500 per year! That allows us to put more money into our conservation efforts. 

If you would rather receive your newsletter via email please contact Caleb Carter at ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com or call 
the District Office at (307) 746-3264, ext. 111. 

Cedar posts 
for sale!!

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/assessment/
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2021 Well Water Testing Day

OPTION TEST DESCRIPTION NEGOTIATED RATE YOUR COST

1
Annual Well Maintenance – Bacteria Coliform Presence/Absence, Nitrate + Nitrite as N, 
Total Dissolved Solids.

$90.00 $45.00

2
Domestic + bacteria test – Bacteria/E-Coli Coliform Presence/Absence, Sulfate, Total 
Hardness, Nitrate, Nitrite, Sodium, Total Dissolved Solids, pH, Fluoride, Chloride

$107.00
$53.50

3
Livestock & irrigation suitability test – Alkalinity, Chloride, Fluoride, Sulfate, Calcium, Iron, 
Magnesium, Potassium,  Sodium, Nitrate + Nitrite As N, Conductivity, Hardness, pH, 
Sodium Absorption Ratio, Total Dissolved Solids

$87.00 $43.50

4 Livestock Suitability test – Sulfate, Nitrate + Nitrite as N, pH, Total Dissolved Solids $62.00 $31.00

5
Irrigation Classification test – Metals, Calcium, Magnesium, Sodium, Conductivity, Sodium 
Adsorption Ratio

$57.00 $28.50

Homeowners are responsible for maintaining their water well and preventing it from contaminating the ground water. The 
best way to do this is by regularly testing the water quality. The district has expanded their well water testing program for
2021 to include additional test options. We are now offering a 50% cost share on the tests listed below.  

How does it work?
1. Choose what test is right for you
2. Pre-register by Friday, June 11 by calling the office at (307) 746-3264, ext. 111
3. Pick up the sample kits between June 21 & June 25 at the district office
4. Sample your water the MORNING OF JUNE 29 and bring to one of two sites in the county:

I. WCNRD office by 10 am, or
II. Upton Town Hall by 11 am

5. The District will deliver the samples to Energy Labs in Gillette the same day

Onsite review
• Well head check
• Recharge area 

overview
• Maintenance
• Recommendations

Free Private Well Assessment
Evaluation
• Well specifications
• Nearby environmental 

threats
• Geology
• Contamination issues

Education
• Recommendations
• Education on local 

groundwater issues

COVID-19 Update:
The FSA, NRCS, and Weston County Natural Resource District offices 
While our offices are still operating at 50% staffing capacity, we are now allowed to once again have clients in the office. 
Contact us to set up an Appointment today!

You can reach us at: FSA: (307) 746-2701, ext. 2
NRCS:  (307) 746-3264, ext. 110
Weston County NRD:  (307) 746-3264, ext. 111 

Free Well assessments 
provided by the nonprofit: 

District Board
David Tysdal, Chairman

Tucker Hamilton, Vice Chairman

Emily Hartinger, Secretary/Treasurer

Gene Norman, Supervisor

Tom Streeter, Supervisor

District Staff
Caleb Carter

District Manager

Austin Sommerville
NWTF Cooperative Forester

District Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00 am – 5 pm

USDA-NRCS Staff
Paul Eitel

District Conservationist

Tanner Jenks
Range Specialist
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Weston County Natural Resource District Long Range Plan Survey
Every five years the district updates their long-range plan. This plan is used to guide efforts in natural resource monitoring 
and preservation. Help us develop our plan to meet our district members needs for the next five years with this short survey.
The mission of the Weston County Natural Resource District (WCNRD) is to provide leadership in conserving the natural 
resources in Weston County by providing information, education, and technical assistance to meet the needs of our users. 

Where do you live?
 In the city limits of Newcastle
 Outside the city limits (Weston County)
 I own property in Weston County but live in another location
 In the town limits of Upton
 Other

Ranchers/Ag producers Small acreage owners Schools Urban citizens Local politicians
1st choice Ο O O O O

2nd Choice O O O O O
3rd Choice O O O O O
4th Choice O O O O O
5th Choice O O O O O

Please rank the most important groups you feel the WCNRD should reach with education/services 

Water quality: 
pollution, 
erosion, 

sedimentation

Water quality: 
drought, 
flooding, 

stormwater 
management

Rangeland 
health: soil 

health, weeds, 
wildfire

Forest health: 
firebreak, forest 

management, 
bark beetle

Government 
regulations: 

endangered species, 
transparency, farm 

bill

Urban: 
subdivisions, 

viewshed, 
pet waste

1st choice Ο O O O O O
2nd Choice O O O O O O
3rd Choice O O O O O O
4th Choice O O O O O O
5th Choice O O O O O O

Please rank the 5 most important natural resource issues facing our community 

Did you participate in or have knowledge of the following programs/services offered by the WCNRD? 
 Cost shares: Natural Resource Cost Share Program, Septic maintenance, well water testing, community tree grant
 Education: Black Hills Natural Resources Youth Camp, Ag Expo, Arbor Day celebration
 Tree seedling program
 Workshops: Soil health, cover crop mix assistance, Beef Convention

What natural resource programs are you personally most interested in?
 Water quality: pollution, erosion, sedimentation
 Water quality: drought, flooding, stormwater management
 Rangeland health: soil health, weeds, wildfire
 Forest health: firebreak, forest management, bark beetle
 Government regulations: endangered species, transparency, farm bill
 Urban: subdivisions, viewshed, pet waste

Select how you receive information from the WCNRD
 Quarterly newsletter
 WCNRD Website
 Facebook
 Radio/newspaper

Please return to the 
District office by July 1st!!
You can also take the survey online 
at westoncountynrd.org or find it 
on our Facebook page
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), 

(800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Weston County Natural Resource District
1225 Washington Blvd. Suite 3
Newcastle, WY 82701
(307) 746-3264, ext. 111
ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com

Meetings are held the second Tuesday of every month 
at 3:00p.m. Members of the public are welcome to attend.

Return Service 
Requested

May 2021 Conservation Clamor

Long Range Plan Survey!

Help us identify priorities for the next five years! 
This is your opportunity to share your opinion 
about areas to focus our efforts on in the next five 
years as we  update our five-year plan. Please fill 
out the enclosed survey and return to the office by 
July 1st. You can also find the survey online at 
westoncountynrd.org or on our Facebook page. 
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