
A chance run-in with an acquaintance 
in a Southern Maryland parking lot 
last fall sent Dominic Fragman straight 
to TechPort to meet the new director, 
Tommy Luginbill. Luginbill got off the call 
he was on, invited Fragman in to chat, and 
within two hours Fragman was sold on 
the idea of innovating with the 
TechPort team.

At first glance, it may seem an 
odd pairing because Fragman, 
35, is a professional musician 
who has spent years pursuing 
“music industry stuff” from 
Boston to North Carolina, 
Nashville to Manhattan. He has 
worked with some of the best in 
the business: Martina McBride, 
Ty  Herndon, Phil  Vasser, and 
James  Brandon  Lewis. Three 
musicians he’s worked with 
have had a huge influence 
on Fragman: Cecil Taylor, 
founding father of the avant 
garde movement; iconic bebop 
pianist, Larry Willis; and master 
drummer, Paul Murphy. Murphy 
has been Fragman’s mentor 
since Fragman was 23 and is 
a co-founder of The Spirit of 
Innovation & Freedom (SIF)—
an arts leadership organization. 
It’s this organization, which 
includes poet Jere  Carroll, that 
has found a home at TechPort.

“There’s a symbiotic relationship between 
art and science,” Fragman explains. 
“In the academic, government, and 
corporate spheres, we’re so interested 
in innovation, but we need to teach a 
mindset of innovative creativity.”

Instead of STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) programs in 
schools, Fragman contends they must be 
STEAM and include the Arts. With all the 
technology jobs continuing to sprout up 
in Southern Maryland, Fragman realizes 
the area needs more cultural events. 
“Southern Maryland is a place where new 

and interesting ideas thrive. We want to 
share that message as we continue to 
achieve innovation in the arts and present 
on the international stage,” says Fragman, 
a Calvert County native and graduate of 
the College of Southern Maryland and 
St. Mary’s College. Fragman also attended 

Berklee College of Music in Boston. “We 
can expand the ability to perceive which 
expands the ability to conceive.”

One way Murphy and Fragman are doing 
this is by hosting live events at TechPort. 
TechPort sponsored the Spirit of 
Innovation & Freedom for one in-person 
event prior to the lockdown associated 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. Since then, 
programming has been virtual.

“We want to share music, to share 
impromptu conversation,” Fragman says. 
“In our world there’s always an agenda. 

Everyone wants to know what we’re going 
to talk about before we talk about it. We 
want to explore with each other, science, 
information, progress.”

Their weekly podcast, “Progress Culture,” 
includes interviews that look at the 

mindset of innovation and 
creativity with individuals in 
the community doing work 
in engineering, aviation, 
technology, COVID response, 
and beyond.

Since arriving at TechPort, The 
Spirit of Innovation & Freedom 
team has used its video skills 
to help produce 17 videos for 
TechPort clients. “The folks 
who have come to TechPort 
need to showcase their ideas, 
their products— whether it’s 
a three-minute video or a 
30-second video,” Fragman 
says. “We are working with 
Tommy [Luginbill] to gather 
recordings to showcase stories 
and show their products.”

Luginbill says the help with 
video production has been 
game-changing, especially 
during the early days of the 
pandemic, when efforts to 
quickly produce personal 
protective equipment took over 
TechPort. 

“Dominic [Fragman] and his team have 
been a fantastic addition to our TechPort 
community,” Luginbill says. “They 
are quick to jump in and help out and 
have provided a much needed creative 
presence.”

As for Fragman, he says he’s looking for 
TechPort to help him with his business, 
“It’s not only technology that needs to be 
incubated.”
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