
The decision to join TechPort was a no brainer for Tracy A. Barkhimer. After 26 years in the U.S. 
Navy and stints with two companies, Barkhimer branched out on her own, providing defense 
acquisition strategy consulting services to clients that want to do business with Naval  
Air Systems Command (NAVAIR). Her company, Tracy Anne Barkhimer Strategies & Consulting, 
is a service-disabled, woman-owned company that goes by the nickname, TABAS Co. 
 
She was doing work with Unmanned Propulsion Development (UPD), when she learned they 
were moving their office to TechPort. She decided to get an office of her own. It’s a perfect 
location for her to continue her work. Currently, she’s also supporting a Silicon Valley company 
who builds cutting-edge data management and data security solutions and a Silicon Valley 
start-up who develops radar enhancements for commercial and defense sectors. 
 
“I’ll be available for all things NAVAIR for TechPort,” Barkhimer says, adding that she’s setting 
up a reference library on site. “I have reference books for all they’d need – I have hundreds of 
leadership books.” 
 
Originally from Staten Island, New York, Barkhimer started her consulting business in 2019 after 
three years working as a Boeing Representative to NAVAIR, Program Executive Officer 
Unmanned Aviation and Strike Weapons and Vertical Lift programs. Prior to that, she spent two 
years as Director for Navy & Marine Corps Programs with Lone Star Analysis. She has lived in 
Southern Maryland since 1996 and completed her final Navy stint in 2014 as Major Program 
Manager, Air Combat Electronics at NAVAIR.  
 
A former Navy helicopter pilot, Barkhimer spent 20 of her Navy years working as a defense 
acquisition professional. She earned a Bachelor of Engineering degree in Electrical Engineering 
from State University of New York, Maritime College and a Master of Science degree in Aviation 
Systems from the University of Tennessee Space Institute.  
 
Barkhimer says she’s impressed with TechPort and its leader, Tommy Luginbill.  
 
“Tommy is an outside of the box thinker and a doer. I like that a lot about Tommy,” she says. 
“When you present him with an idea, he says ‘Let’s do it.’ He makes thing happen.  I call him 
the ‘maestro’.” 
 
While COVID-19 has kept her from physically moving in to TechPort yet – her 11-year old 
daughter and 8-year-old twin sons are home with schools closed – she has enjoyed the time she 
has spent there, so far. 
 
“I love being at TechPort,” she says. “The folks there energize me.” 
 
 
 
 


