
Three creative interns are using their skills and varied backgrounds to assist TechPort, promote 
growth and further connect tech startups with potential partners and the larger community. 
Starting shortly before a worldwide pandemic has taken their journeys down unexpected paths. 

 
Tommy Luginbill, director of Techport UAS Business Incubator of Southern Maryland, hired the 
trio with the plan to give each a specific domain, then scheduled them to work the same hours 
so they can collaborate on everything. That was before requirements of social distancing and 
wearing masks. Despite these necessary changes in the workplace, by all accounts, his plan has 
worked. 

 
Tabitha Dunn, who is working towards a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Maryland Global Campus (UMGC), is serving as a community liaison at TechPort 
and fulfilling a crucial role in connecting with St. Mary’s County Department of Economic 
Development. Dunn, 20, received an associate degree in Business Administration from the 
College of Southern Maryland in May 2019. She has been ramping up TechPort’s social media 
presence and helped plan the first Jump-Start Coffee, targeted specifically for young 
professionals who are parents and may not be able to attend after-work functions. The coffee 
was postponed due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 

 
Alexandra Walker was hired to work as a technology and innovation writer. As a sophomore at 
the College of Southern Maryland (CSM), Walker, 19, is working towards an associate degree in 
mechanical engineering and hopes to get a bachelor’s degree from The University of Maryland. 
She loves to write and is excited to be able to use that talent while being immersed in the world 
of engineering. 

 
Walker has been working as a community manager, writing news releases, working as a 
TechPort photographer and serving as a contact between local technology entrepreneurs and 
TechPort. She has written about  Southern Maryland Loves You, a nonprofit organization 
formed at TechPort in response to the coronavirus pandemic crisis and COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the virus. In addition, she’s been working with and writing about the The Spirit of 
Innovation & Freedom (SIF), an innovative collaborative partner that recently began working 
with TechPort to raise awareness of the innovative community alive and thriving in Southern 
Maryland. During this time of social distancing SIF, a group of talented musicians and 
performers has been spreading positivity with their videos showcasing the efforts of those 
around Southern Maryland. They meet at the TechPort hangar at 5 p.m. on Tuesdays to record 
their show. With the impact of social distancing, their performances have been broadcast to a 
virtual audience. Eventually, they hope to invite participants to join them at the TechPort 
Hangar. 

 
She says her ultimate goal is “building something to help other people, whether it’s the 
community, the world, or just one other person.” 

 
Alec Dobbins, 20, was so eager to get started in engineering that he graduated high school 
early. Dobbins just completed an associate degree in engineering from The College of Southern 
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Maryland and is looking to parlay that into a bachelor’s degree from the University of Maryland 
or join the U.S. Air Force. But for now, Dobbins has found an engineering niche for himself at 
TechPort, immersed in the design and production of critical personal protection equipment to 
help combat COVID-19. 

 
When Dobbins interviewed with Luginbill he was asked if he’d ever used a 3D printer. He had 
not, but was eager to see it in action. He saw it once – the printing of a “baby Yoda,” before 
helping come up with the idea to design and produce 3D masks to donate to workers. 

 
“It has definitely impressed me,” Dobbins says of the 3D printer. “I didn’t know its capability.” 

 
He calls the mask making his biggest accomplishment and he’s been highlighted in SoMdNews 
and The Lexington Park Leader for his work on the project. As of this printing, his facemask 
design is now being used as far away as South America and over 50,000 masks have been 
printed using his design. 

 
“I’m glad I helped the community in some sort of way,” Dobbins says. 

 
Matt Hayes, executive director of Southern Maryland Loves You, says the pandemic has proven 
to be an incredible time for these interns to be working at TechPort. 

 
Luginbill is also impressed with the initiative all three have shown. “I’ll take credit for leaving 
them alone,” he jokes. “It’s working.” 


