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Last year marked the 50th Anniversary of the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation (AARBF), a 
statewide nonprofit organization, based in California. AARBF was founded in 1971 out of 
the tragic death of an 8-year-old girl, Alisa Ann Ruch. Her clothes caught fire during a 
backyard barbeque accident and, because she did not know how to “Stop, Drop, & Roll,” 
she ran to her mother for help instead of putting out the fire herself. Alisa Ann’s parents 
and the Southern California Fire Service created AARBF to provide burn survivor 
services and fire prevention education so accidents like this would never happen again. 
 
In 2021, the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation celebrated 50 years of service. 50 years of 
preventing burn injuries. 50 years of enhancing the quality of life for those affected by 
burn injuries. Alisa Ann’s parents’ grassroots response to this avoidable tragedy has 
since grown into a $1.5 million agency with offices in Northern, Central and Southern California. In AARBF’s 50 years 
of service, the organization has educated millions of Californians on how to be more fire and burn safe, and has 
provided support to thousands of burn survivors and their families.  
 
We celebrated this milestone last year through the publishing our “50 Stories” book; roll out of a “Stop, Drop and Roll” 
dance challenge on TikTok (#sdrchallenge); the installation of a permanent exhibit at the LA Fire Museum titled, 
“The Origins of Stop, Drop and Roll;” the creation of the AARBF Anthem “We are Survivors;” the submission of our 
request to the United States Postal Service for consideration of a “Stop, Drop and Roll” stamp; a statewide photo 
contest and a virtual gala that raised more than $52K. In addition, we received a number of congratulatory 
messages and proclamations from celebrities including J.R. Martinez, burn survivor, army veteran, motivational 
speaker and actor, Alan Muraoka of Sesame Street, TikTok Artist Semme, ER Ruiz, burn survivor and actor, and 
Jacqueline Laurita, former Real Housewife of New Jersey and inspiration for AARBF’s N.I.C.K. for Fire and Burn 
Safety program. AARBF also received Certificates and Proclamations from the California State Governor Gavin 
Newsom, California Congressman Mark DeSaulnier, Congresswoman Julia Brownley, County of Fresno Board of 
Supervisors and San Francisco Mayor London Breed. We were so happy to celebrate with our community the good 
work that we have accomplished together.  
 
Although there is still much to be done in our mission to significantly reduce the number of burn-injuries through 
prevention education and to enhance the quality of life of those affected by burn-injuries, let’s reflect upon the 
organization’s accomplishments in 2021. These accomplishments belong to the staff, Board, Council of Advisors, 
volunteers, donors, community partners, and burn survivors and families whom we serve. Let’s reflect upon and 
celebrate our accomplishments, as we embark upon the next 50 years of vital programs and services. 
 
Onwards and upwards,  

 
Jennifer Radics-Johnson, MBA, CFRE, CVA 
Executive Director 
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Number of Burn Survivors Who Received Services in 2021: 1,687 

Number of Burn Survivors and Families Who Received Services in 2021: 3,314 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARBF Programs 
# Survivors 

Served 

Camps and Recreation 433 

Scholarships 40 

Financial Support 257 

Hospital Visits 149 

Peer to Peer Support 83 

Support Groups 581 

Therapy Sessions 144 

TOTAL 1,687 

AARBF Programs 

# Survivors & 
Families 
Served 

Camps and 
Recreation 804 

Scholarships 52 

Financial Support 257 

Hospital Visits 246 

Peer to Peer Support 146 

Support Groups 848 

Therapy Sessions 257 

TOTAL 3,314 

YEAR IN REVIEW: 2021 
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Continued restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic caused the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation to 
utilize both virtual and limited in-person options for Survivor Services, Prevention and Development. For 

this reason, we have relied on our social media platforms, Facebook and Instagram, to communicate with 
our burn community and others throughout California. 

 

Social Media Reach by Platform in 2021 
Facebook 178,171  Instagram 101,143 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type of Post #FB Posts FB Reach #IG Posts IG Reach 

Survivor Services 132 39,276 132 30,336 

Prevention 57 14,263 56 11,423 

Development 58 16,858 62 13,146 

Other 171 107,774 167 46,238 

Totals: 418 178,171 417 101,143 

Survivor
Services Prevention Development Other

FB Reach 39,276 14,263 16,858 107,774
IG Reach 30,336 11,423 13,146 46,238
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Number of Burn Survivors served through Camps and Recreation: 433 

Number of Burn Survivors and Families served through Camps and Recreation: 804 

Our Camps and Recreation programs are comprised of a suite of camps, retreats, outings, and gatherings 
that provide ongoing support for survivors of all ages by engaging them and their loved ones in therapeutic and 
recreational activities. Due to COVID-19, in-person camps did not return until June of 2021.     

Champ Camp is the largest and one of the longest running 
summer burn camps in the world, celebrating its 35th 
Anniversary in 2021. Champ Camp is held each year during the 
month of June at Wonder Valley Ranch in Sanger, CA. In 2021, 
due to COVID-19, we had to limit the number of in-person 
campers resulting in the creation of a hybrid camp program. The 

in-person Champ Camp hosted 92 burn survivor children and we 

had 26 attending virtually over the week of June 12-18, 2021. 
This year’s Champ Camp experience also included virtual training 

for volunteers, virtual town halls to address parents/guardians’ questions and concerns, as well as a virtual VIP Tour 
for our Champ Camp supporters.  

Young Adult Summit  is a weekend retreat for burn 
survivors ages 16-21 that teaches life management skills, 
promotes educational and career development and focuses on 
relationship building. Due to COVID-19, the event was held 

virtually February 19-21, 2021 and welcomed 28 young adult 
burn survivors. The virtual retreat included 20 pre-recorded 
videos as well as live sessions. The live sessions included a 
presentation by the Young Adult Council, games, hangout time, 
group talks, finance and cooking. The live sessions accounted 
for more than 16 hours of over the 3-day period.  

The Adult Retreat is a survivor-driven program that 
offers a unique opportunity for adult burn survivors, ages 21 
and over, to learn from other burn survivors in attendance. 
Due to COVID-19, the 2021 Adult Retreat was held virtually, 

February 9-12, 2021, and hosted a record number of 48 
adult burn survivors. The Adult Retreat included sessions 
for mindfulness and self-care such as tapping and 
meditation, creativity and connections which focused on 
connecting during the pandemic.  

RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 
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The Getaway Family Camp is a weekend camp for adult burn 
survivors and their families/supporters held in Coarsegold, CA. In 
2021, we were able to return to in-person programming however 
due to COVID-19, we had to limit the number of attendees. Over the 
Labor Day weekend, September 4-6, 2021, The Getaway Family 

Camp welcomed a total of 55 attendees; 14 survivors and 41 
family/support members. Activities included support groups 
(English and Spanish), open mic, pool time, archery, a climbing wall, 
paintball, campfire and movie night.  

 

Other Camp Opportunities 

In 2021, through our partnerships we were able to send 4 young 

adults and 1 staff virtually to the BC Firefighters THRIVE 
Winter Camp which was a virtual experience held January 8–
10, 2021. We were also able to send 5 campers and 1 staff to the 

virtual Walter 
Hive Art 
Camp, 

“Threading the Community Through Art” 5-week program, 
focused on teaching campers to express themselves through art. 

 

Regional Trips 

The Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation hosts a number of Regional 
Trips that are designed to strengthen bonds survivors create at our camps and build a sense of community among 
survivors, ages 5-17. Ski trips, beach trips, outings, and parties bring survivors, staff members, counselors, 
volunteers, and fire service professionals together to support our survivors’ journeys to recovery. 

There are two regional Ski Trips, one held in 
Southern California and the other in Northern 
California. They are for child burn survivors ages 7-
17.  In 2021, due to COVID-19, these trips were 

combined into one virtual experience, hosting 13 

burn survivors and 28 family/support members on 
March 5, 2021. Participants each received a “Camp in 
a Box” which contained the items needed for the 
virtual activities which included freeze dance, make 
your own snow, a scavenger hunt, dad jokes and 
sharing hot cocoa.  
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There are two regional animal adventures, one in the 
Southern region as a day-trip to the Los Angeles Zoo and 
the other is an overnight trip in the Central region at the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium. Due to COVID-19, these two trips 

were combined into a Virtual Animal Adventure on 

April 2, 2021. Our 21 attendees were joined by Franklin the 
Toad, Reno the Cockatoo, and Rapunzel the Blue Tongue 
Skink creating a fun evening learning about these and 
others animals.  

 

The Annual Day at the Park is held in each region on the same 
Saturday in May, allowing local burn survivors to come together along 
with their family/support members but still creating a state-wide unity. 
Due to COVID-19, these three regional events were combined into one 

virtual Day at the Park – Carnival Edition on May 21, 2022. We had 19 
burn survivors who received a box including cotton candy, animal 
crackers, juggling balls, face painting supplies, popcorn and other 
items.  

 

The Outdoor Trip is a weekend for Northern California burn survivors, 
ages 5-16 to enjoy kayaking, paddle boarding and outdoor rock climbing at 
Lake Alpine. In 2021, this trip returned to an in-person experience July 30 – 

August 1, 2021. The trip was at full capacity, restricted to 20 burn survivors.  

 

Kayaking Trips are day-trips 
for burn survivor adults. In 2021, we hosted two in-person Kayaking 
adventures. The first was on August 14, 2021 in Long Beach, CA and 

included 8 burn survivor adults and their guests. The second was on 

November 7, 2021, and included 7 burn survivors who along with their 
guides, traveled from Sausalito, CA up the coast towards the Golden Gate 
Bridge, ending at the secluded “Sea Glass Beach.”  

 

In addition to activities and trips, we receive tickets to sporting events, 

such as professional baseball. On September 8, 2021, we had 61 burn 
survivors and their family/support members join us in Oakland to watch 

the Oakland A’s play against the Chicago White Socks. On September 

19, 2021, we had 26 in attendance to watch the Los Angeles 
Anaheim Angels versus the Oakland A’s in Anaheim.  
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Holiday Parties 
 
To celebrate the holidays, the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation hosts regional holiday parties throughout the state 
for burn survivors and their families to attend. In 2021, these parties returned to in-person activities however due to 

the pandemic, they were held outdoors. The Central California office hosted 10 families. The Northern 
California office hosted 18 families. The Southern California office had the largest attendance with 77 
guests, which included 28 burn survivors.  
 

       
 
Other Virtual Engagements 
 

In 2021, to keep our community engaged during the continued pandemic, AARBF hosted Virtual Yoga classes and 
launched a new monthly virtual program, the Expression Series.  

The Expression Series is designed to help teach ways to positively express thoughts and emotions by 
improving the ability to connect with oneself and others leading to healthier and happier relationships. The 
Expression Series offers sessions on writing, art and music. The guest speakers in 2021 included published authors, 

singers, musicians and artists, sharing their talents and their stories with 190 burn survivors, family/caregivers and 
supporters.  
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The Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation provides supportive services for burn survivors and their families, including 

Hospital Visits, in order to provide initial information about and resources for burn injuries; Peer Support 

through monthly support groups, peer mentoring, and volunteer efforts; Support Groups to provide a safe 
place for burn survivors, care givers, loved ones and burn care professionals to share experiences and give back to 

others; Financial Support includes gas cards, food cards, and hotel stays, as well as Therapy Grants for 
burn survivors, including assistance with co-pays and private pay rates for psychotherapy support. In 2021, AARBF 

continued to add content to the Multimedia Resource Library which includes tip sheets, videos and 
stories to support burn survivors in their recovery journey.  
 

In 2021, the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation conducted in-person and e-visits to hospitals throughout 

California visiting 149 burn survivors and 97 family members. Partner hospitals include: Shriner’s Hospitals for 
Children, Northern California, Saint Francis Bothin Burn Center, Santa Clara Valley Medical Center, Fresno 
Community Regional Center, LA County + USC Burn Center, Torrance Memorial Center, and University of California, 
Irvine Burn Center. 
 

AARBF facilitated 146 Peer-to-Peer Support meetings in 2021, allowing burn survivors to speak directly 
with burn survivors and family/caregivers speak directly with family/caregivers to assist in the recovery process. In 

2021, the in-person regional Support Groups continued to be held online. Along with the virtual support groups, 
AARBF offers ten monthly groups, including special sessions for Caregivers and Burn Care Professionals. In total, 

AARBF facilitated or supported 120 Support Groups, serving 581 burn survivors and 267 family members 
and supporters.  
 
AARBF recognizes the long and complex journey that a burn survivor, family member or caregiver undertakes as a 
result of a burn injury. In some cases, AARBF is able to provide financial support to survivors and family 

members/caregivers seeking therapeutic counseling, though AARBF’s Therapy Grants. In 2021, AARBF 

provided 157 therapy sessions for burn survivors and family members.  
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Scholarships and Financial Support  
 
AARBF offers four scholarships, The Woody and Louise “Bridge to Life” Scholarship, the Aiming 
Higher Educational Scholarship, the Phoenix World Burn Congress Scholarship and 

Therapy Grants. In addition, AARBF offers Emergency Financial Assistance during hospitalization, 
including financial, housing and food assistance; as well as Financial Assistance post-hospitalization for medical 
supplies, including pressure garments, and for image enhancement services, including cosmetics, wigs, and make-
up. 
 

The Woody and Louise “Bridge to Life” Scholarship program provides 
support to burn survivor teens and young adults who have been involved in the life of 
AARBF and need financial aid to pursue an education after high school. The purpose of 
this program is to “bridge” the gap between the existing programs AARBF provides for 
survivors and higher education. The scholarship program provides financial assistance to 
those survivors seeking education beyond high school, whether it is at a university or 

technical institution. In 2021, 10 scholarships were awarded to burn survivors and 4 
family members. 
 
 

The Aiming Higher Educational Scholarship 

annually awards 1 burn survivor an educational scholarship to assist with higher education 
goals including a Masters level or PhD education.  
 

The Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation Phoenix World Burn Congress 
Scholarship provides financial assistance, up to $1,000, to cover the cost involved in 
participating in Phoenix Society’s World Burn Congress four-day conference. In May of 
2021, the Phoenix Society hosted the conference virtually and included an additional one-
day program called World Burn Congress ENGAGE. AARBF was able to provide financial assistance towards the 

registration cost by awarding scholarships to 9 burn survivors and 3 family members for ENGAGE and 20 burn 

survivors and 5 family members for the 4-day virtual conference in October.  
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Additional Support 
 
The Multimedia Resource Library provides additional support to our burn survivors, their families and 
supporters in a virtual platform. The video content has been provided by the AARBF Community; including our staff, 

volunteers, burn survivors and community partners. All of the videos have been categorized into five types; “Get 
Active”, “Get Focused”, “Get Support”, “Get Creative”, and “Get Connected.” Content is 
uploaded on a regular basis and promoted through AARBF’s social media platforms.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In 2021, AARBF co-hosted a Spanish Peer Support 
Chat on Facebook with the Phoenix Society. 
Members join the Facebook group allowing them to contact 
one another directly between scheduled Live Chat sessions.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In the fall of 2021, AARBF hosted a virtual Back-to-School Town 
Hall designed to address the concerns surrounding sending a child burn 
survivor back to school. Facilitators included AARBF Staff, a Child Life 
Specialist with the Fresno Community Regional Medical Center burn unit, 
and a licensed marriage and family therapist and burn survivor, who were 
able to address parents’ questions and concerns on how to support their 
child returning to school after a burn injury or transferring to a new school. 

We had 8 families participate.   
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The Social Media Reach for Burn Prevention Education in 2021: 
 

Facebook 14,263   Instagram 11,423 
 

Social Media Platform Posts Likes Comments Shares Total Reach 

 
Facebook 

 
57 

 
407 

 
13 

 
63 

 
14,263 

 
Instagram 

 
56 

 
673 

 
16 

 
34 

 
11,423 

 
Totals 

 
113 

 
1,080 

 
29 

 
97 

 
25,686 

 

The Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation works with local hospitals, fire departments, safety coalitions, and other 

organizations across California to develop innovative programs and services. Burn Prevention is the key to 
avoiding agonizing burn injuries.  
 
 

The “Firefighters in Safety Education” (FISE) Program 
teaches elementary school students to protect themselves with 
“Stop, Drop, and Roll,” “Cool-A-Burn,” “High 5 A Firefighter,” “Get 
Low and Go” and “Toys vs. Tools.” In 2021, AARBF offered this 
program both virtually and in-person based on the best option for 
each participating school district.  
 
 
 
 

“Meet the Johnsons” is a book 
series written by Jennifer Radics-
Johnson and illustrated by Alexandra 
Hall-Pinner. This 4-book series was 
expanded in 2021 to include a fifth story, 
“The Johnsons P.R.E.P.A.R.E. for a 
Wildfire.” During National Burn 
Awareness Week, AARBF introduced a 
Spanish translation for the first book of 
the series, “Conoce a los Johnsons: Una 
Familia Segura Contra el Fuego y 

Quemaduras” and plans to translate the remaining four books.  
 
 

BURN PREVENTION EDUCATION 
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Burn Prevention Collaborations 
 

In early 2021, the Habitot Children’s Museum hosted a Virtual Early 
Childhood Safety Campaign throughout 
January. AARBF’s “Meet the Johnsons” book and 

“Lucky the Fire Burping Dragon” 
Puppet Show were featured in the campaign. 
In addition, AARBF assisted with the creation of a 
video with Patrick Reyes, San Francisco 
Firefighter and AARBF Volunteer, who shared a 
message of kitchen safety and scald prevention. 
 

 

In 2021, AARBF collaborated with AARP to 
provide a number of presentations regarding 

our Senior Prevention and Risk 
Conversations (SPARC) program 
along with AARP’s “HomeFit” program. SPARC 
is a burn prevention program focusing on burn 
safety for the aging population.  

 

 

During National Burn Awareness Week, the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn 

Foundation announced a new partnership with the Midnight 
Mission of Los Angeles and the launch of the Safe and 
Warm campaign, designed to reduce the number of burn injuries 
and fires among the unhoused community. The Safe and Warm 
campaign provides prevention education to meet the unique 
needs of this community where the most common injuries are 
caused by candles in tents or flame by butane or propane from 
cooking. The campaign includes the distribution of mylar blankets 
with the prevention information printed directly onto the material.  

AARBF, in partnership with Pyramid Educational Consultants, developed the N.I.C.K. 
(Neurotypical/diverse Independent Communication Kit) for  
Fire and Burn Safety, to bring fire and burn safety education to individuals with 
autism spectrum disorder, developmental disabilities, intellectual disabilities, and  
communication challenges. The goal of the N.I.C.K. for Fire and Burn Safety program  
is to provide life-saving lessons and burn prevention education to learners with special 
needs, who are more vulnerable to preventable exposure to danger and are at higher  
risk for burn injuries. Utilizing the safety messages from AARBF’s “Firefighters in Safety  
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Education” program, the N.I.C.K. Fire and Burn Safety program incorporates a 
fire and burn prevention picture set from Pyramid’s Pics for PECS images that can be 

used for expressive communication via the Picture Exchange 
Communication System® (PECS®) protocol, receptive communication as well 
as within visual stories and life lessons to help learners understand fire and burn safety. 
This new prevention program was launched during National Burn Awareness Week and 
has already been translated into Mandarin Chinese and Japanese.  
 
The NICK program was also 
used in collaboration with 

the Los Angeles County Fire Department’s 
Sirens of Silence program. Promoting autism 
and special needs awareness, education and inclusion, 
the LACFD’s Sirens of Silence program consists of three 
parts: 1) training, information, resources and materials 
for first responders; 2) sensory-sensitive community 
events; and 3) safety-related and sensory-sensitive 
items for patients. Both AARBF and LACFD have 
information on their websites of both programs and a 
link-back link to each other’s full content.  
 

Burn Prevention Outreach 

 
 
Despite ongoing challenges with attending community 
events in 2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions, AARBF found 
creative ways to provide burn prevention outreach. AARBF’s 
Central Regional Manager, McKenzie Dern, was featured on 

MedWatch Today on CBS47 in Central California, 
where she shared important microwave and oven safety 
tips.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

AARBF also partnered with Safe Kids 
Central California on a number of 

Facebook Live events discussing fire and burn 
prevention.  
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Although the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation is based in and focus is on supportive services and burn prevention 
education in the state of California, the outreach that we do spans beyond the California borders. AARBF 
participates in national committees and conferences in order to expand our knowledge of best practices, as well as 
to share our knowledge and experience with others.  
 

AARBF’s Assistant Director, Daniel Chacon, attended a 3-day virtual conference with the 

American Camp Association, February 2-4, 2021.  
 

During National Burn Awareness 
Week, February 7-13, 2021, AARBF’s 

Executive Director, Jennifer Radics-
Johnson, participated in the 

American Burn 
Association’s Virtual 

Leadership Conference and 
met with state Representatives and Senators to increase 

awareness about burn injuries and burn prevention.  
 

 
 

Every year, the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation attends the American 
Burn Association Annual Meeting. In 2021, the annual meeting 
was held virtually and AARBF was in attendance and presenting a poster 
presentation, an 
Education Forum 
presentation and 
a podium 
presentation.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation also attended the 

American Burn Association’s Special Interest 
Group (SIG) Week virtually in 2021. AARBF’s Executive 
Director, Jennifer Radics-Johnson is the Chair of the 

Federation of Burn Foundations and AARBF’s 
Assistant Director, Daniel Chacon is the President of the 

International Association of Burn Camps.  
 

NATIONAL CONFERENCES AND OUTREACH 
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In May 2021, AARBF’s Jennifer Radics-Johnson attended 

a virtual Urgency of Civility Conference which 
focused on the opportunities to facilitate connections, 
build bridges, and apply the transformative power of 
civility within our community. 

 

 

 

On July 20, 2021, AARBF’s Jennifer Radics-Johnson and Daniel Chacon 

attended a virtual conference hosted by the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) on Community Risk 
Reduction (CRR). The conference included speakers who are 

professionals and practitioners of CRR initiatives from the United States 
and Canada. 

 

On September 14-26, 2021, AARBF’s Daniel Chacon hosted an AARBF 

booth at the California Fire Chiefs Conference. The goal of the 
conference is to strengthen and advocate for the California Fire Service 
through leadership, unity and collaboration. 
 

 

 On October 18-22, 2021, 
AARBF’s Daniel Chacon was in 

Washington State to attend the 2021 Fire Prevention Institute 
(FPI) Conference where he presented on AARBF’s Behavioral 
Evaluation and Safety Assessment for Fire Education Tool (BeSafe 

Tool). 

  

 

In October 2021, AARBF’s Jennifer Radics-Johnson hosted a Federation of 
Burn Foundation’s Virtual Town Hall for Executive Directors and Leaders titled, 
“We’re (Still) in This Together” to discuss organizations’ challenges and wins amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Federation of Burn Foundations strives to empower burn 
organizations to better serve their communities. 

 

 

 



 

 

17 
 

 

 

In 2021, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many of our Community Partners were unable to host their annual in-person 
events so we turned to virtual opportunities.  

Each year Fire Agencies throughout the state participate in 
regional Firefighter Burn Relays. In 2021, due to the 
pandemic the six Firefighter Burn Relays were combined 

into one virtual fundraiser, Pass the Coin Challenge. 
Each participating agency created a video promoting 
prevention education and virtually “passed” an AARBF 
Challenge Coin to the next participating agency. The Pass 

the Coin Challenge raised over $71,600.  
 

The annual Grow Your Stache and Bows for 
Dough fundraisers were updated with a new component in 

2021, Champy-on. Individuals and teams competed against each other to raise funds for AARBF. A virtual platform 
was for participants to share the challenge with their family and friends. This fundraiser raised more than 

$56,500, which was equivalent to sending 75 children to Champ Camp. 
 

                                                      
 

On December 11, 2021, AARBF held the 11th Annual Dinner & Dance in 
Clovis, California. The in-person event included dinner, silent and live auctions, 

including a dessert auction. This fundraiser raised more than $90,000 in one 
night.  
 
Other fundraisers for 2021 included the 
Fresno Urban Run, Tulare Fire 
9/11 Fundraiser, Northern 
California Fire Prevention 
Officers Association 11th 

Annual Golf Tournament, Sprinkler Fitters 483 Golf 
Tournament, Southern California Golf Tournament, 
South San Francisco Bocce Ball Tournament, Long 
Beach Golf Tournament and the virtual Menlo Park Fire 
30-Day Challenge.  

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 
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On April 15, 2021, the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation marked its 50th Anniversary of service to the California burn 
community. This milestone was celebrated in a variety of ways throughout the year. 

 

A commemorative coffee table book, 50 Stories, was created 
which included stories from past and present burn survivors, 
volunteers, donors and supporters. Each of the 50 Stories participants 
had a photo accompanied by a story about how they impacted or were 
impacted by the foundation. 
 
Through the social media platform TikTok, 
AARBF collaborated with TikTok artist Semme in 

his #sdrchallenge (Stop, Drop and 
Roll dance challenge). Semme 

highlighted AARBF on his TikTok account where his #sdrchallenge had reached over 2.5 
million videos created.  
 

In honor of our 50th, the “We are 
Survivors” Anthem was created. 
Members of our burn community were encouraged to create their 
own videos singing the Anthem for use at the 50th Anniversary Gala.  
 
 

The Alisa Ann Ruch 
Burn Foundation 

commissioned 
research on the 

“Origins of Stop, 
Drop and Roll” and the impact AARBF had on the popularization of 

this life-saving technique. The findings of this research were turned 
into a permanent exhibit at the LA Fire Museum in Hollywood. 

 
 

On October 2, 2021, AARBF held a virtual 50th 
Anniversary Gala. The virtual 50th Anniversary Gala 

and Auction raised more than $52,000.  
 

AARBF’s 50th Anniversary Photo Contest 
celebrated the moments that define the foundation and the 

community. AARBF’s burn community was challenged to 
submit photos showing survivor, volunteer and donor 

moments. The winning photos were professionally matted 
and framed and will be on permanent display in two burn 

units in Northern California. 
 

50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
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       INCOME 
Bequests, Memorials, 
Tributes 

$280,487 

Community Partners $50,654 
Corporations $17,581 
Foundations $212,802 
Golf $37,523 
Individual Giving $187,312 
In-Kind Donations $1,600 
Payroll Deductions $19,235 
Program Fee $450 
Relays $57,151 
Special Events $194,802 
Miscellaneous $2,517 

Total 2021 Revenue $1,062,114 
 

       EXPENSES 
Programs and Services $815,944 
Support Services $82,951 
Development $214,399 

Total 2021 Expenses $1,113,327 
        
       NET OPERATING INCOME 

Revenue $1,062,114 
Expenses $1,113,327 
Other Income $220,589 

Net 2021 Income $169,377 

GRANTS AND DONATIONS 

Bequests, 
Memorials, 

Tributes
26%

Community 
Partners

5%

Corporations
2%

Foundations
20%

Golf
4%

Individual 
Giving

18%

Payroll 
Deductions

2%

Relays
5%

Special Events
18%

REVENUE SOURCES IN 2021
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AARBF STAFF 

AARBF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

McKenzie Dern, Regional Manager- Central California 
 

Scott Wertz, Regional Manager- Northern California 
 

Jennifer Radics-Johnson, Executive Director 
 

Margarita Rodriguez, Senior Regional Manager- Southern California 
 

Daniel Chacon, Assistant Director 

Russ Charvonia, President 
 

Mike Bradley, Vice President 
 

Lea Elder, Treasurer 
 

Andrew Mersmann, Immediate 
Past President 

 

Cara Goodman, Secretary 
 

Rana Stephan, Member 
 

Carolyn Prasad, Member 
 

Alison Clark, Member 
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AARBF INTERNS 

COUNCIL OF ADVISORS 

YOUNG ADULT COUNCIL 

 

James Bosch 
Cindy Rutter 

Tremone Fucles 
Andrea Beenham 

Clifton Stewart 
Jennifer Stewart 

Julie Burns 
 

Pradnya Bergdahl 
Kai Levenson-Cupp 

Sami Valdez 
Justyce Gaskins 
Megan McKeon 

Callie Frost 
Yara Heredia 

Amber Villasenor 
Arely Grageola 

Lexie Khounphithack 
Elise Morris 

Pradnya Bergdahl 
Megan McKeon 
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The mission of the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation is to significantly reduce the number 
of burn injuries through prevention education and to enhance the quality of life of those 

affected by burn injuries in California. 

 

www.aarbf.org 


