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STATEWIDE SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT OUTCOMES
Arizona Forward’s mission is to bring business and civic leaders together to promote cooperative efforts to
improve the environmental sustainability and the economic vitality of our state and local regions. As climate
change continues to unfold and weather events become more extreme, we must rely on strong partnerships to
consider how a united and meaningful statewide sustainability approach can be employed to place Arizona
among the best places to live, work, and recreate.
Arizona Forward’s annual Sustainability Summit – Climate Action: Thrive in 2035 was a virtual program this
year with more than 300 attendees participating. True to Arizona Forward’s mission of bringing diverse groups
together to find common causes and create collective change, this year’s summit unequivocally embodied and
emphasized the need for coordination, partnership, and collaboration as a requisite to climate action and
thriving in 2035.

As Dr. Katharine Wilkinson, our keynote
speaker, quoted from her book All We
Can Save, “It takes truth, courage, and
solutions for this climate crisis.”

Over the course of an action-packed morning with
engaging panels and breakout sessions, we heard
about key initiatives already in play in other cities
across the globe. We heard about positive actions and
initiatives underway related to resiliency and urban
planning, agriculture, and the energy sectors. Most
importantly, we heard over and over the resounding
need for collaboration among entities. Collaboration
makes us stronger and better. Collaboration builds
trust. Collaboration across sectors is crucial. Working
together is no longer optional – it is imperative.

WHAT WE HEARD / WHAT ACTIONS CAN BE TAKEN
Overarching Themes
1

In the 21st century, climate-induced drought, extreme heat, and wildfires will be the biggest
environmental challenge facing Arizona.

2

Cities, universities, and technology companies across the world must work together to tackle the
most complex societal transformation perhaps ever undertaken.

3

Responding to the climate crisis requires doing so in a way that heals systemic injustices rather
than deepening them.

4

While states and cities have been at the forefront in delivering hope and climate solutions, the current
political environment at the federal level is a sign that the administration views climate as an existential
crisis requiring immediate and ambitious action. The forces of action have aligned and now is our time.

Cleaner Air, Cleaner Energy, A Cleaner Tomorrow
Adopting statewide energy rules will ensure that Arizona maintains our clean energy progress.
As Arizona continues to rank in the top ten states for ozone and particulate pollution, the road to
clean air requires investment in cleaner cars and trucks and the infrastructure to support these
cleaner technologies. Not only does cleaner air result in emission reduction, it also represents
$1.5B in health care savings.
Solutions that revolve around technology often may not consider the needs of all socio-economic
constituents. Delivering solutions that meet the needs of the masses in terms of clean energy and
energy efficiency is key to climate action for the future.

Building A More Resilient Future
As social justice and equity issues are at the forefront of society today, building a more resilient
future must consider the equity of all. It is critical that we listen and empower the voices of those
who will be impacted by decisions made today and into the future.
An interdisciplinary approach is essential as sustainability priorities such as water, clean energy,
heat mitigation, etc. are interwoven and intersect in creating resilient and healthy communities.
As one of the fastest growing states in the U.S, Arizona can build on our success in maximizing
economic opportunity by placing a renewed emphasis on smart growth, advancing the equity
dialogue, and re-examining policy structures to ensure that our communities will thrive in 2035.

New Ways To Grow: Agriculture & Food
Advocating for the Growing Climate Solutions Act, which reduces emissions without harming the
economy, empowers America’s agricultural producers to play a voluntary role in mitigating the
impacts of climate change through reduced emissions or the sequestering of carbon while
generating revenue.
Agriculture can be a part of the solution to climate change. Better soil management enables healthy
soil that can sequester carbon, fight disease, and retain water – all of which are critical to ongoing
crop development while improving producers’ bottom lines.
Growing food more efficiently through automation and plant science is critical to reducing the
environmental footprint of agriculture. Vertical-plane aeroponics is the most productive and
environmentally efficient cultivation technology on the planet, and it can benefit human health and
society by reconnecting people with how food is grown.

JOIN US IN THIS EFFORT
Arizona Forward invites you to collaborate – get involved, join a committee, add your voice, and connect with
other members — there are so many ways to be part of Arizona’s climate action transformation.
To learn more about Arizona Forward, visit www.arizonaforward.org.
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