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In the midst of the work is the work. You 
start with a bit of a plan that morphs and 
bends and even bleeds over into the next 
plan. If you stop too long to perfect every-
thing, before trying to make something, 
you might end up with nothing.  

And that’s how Global Girls was born. I 
had one desire, but no idea how to make a 
dream come true. I wanted every girl to 
have a taste of life’s possibilities.  

Whether dancing, acting, engaging in con-
versation, creating a show or working with 
youth in other countries, each girl was 
expected to do her personal best and then 
work to exceed it.  

The roads were sometime bumpy, but we 
never faltered. We always knew royal 
winds lifted us higher and higher above 
the mendacity of mediocre crowds. 

To our magical mothers who cupped our 
cheeks, smiled into our eyes and radiated a 
protective layer of courage up and down 
our spines, to the African ancestors whose 
spirits resonate in every beat of every soul-
stirring hymn, to the tenacious teachers 
who prod and poke and produce, thank 
you. We fearless Global Girls women will 
continue the legacy and make you proud.   

Confidence radiates from 
their eyes and smiles. 
Each took a chance and 
attended a Saturday or 
afterschool session and 
kept coming back. 
Whether to act or dance 
or be with friends or 
simply to express a part 
of themselves they could-
n’t in any other setting, 
they came back.  

Now, they are out in the 
world expressing their 
talents and passions and 
impacting so many oth-
ers. Thank you, ladies for 
letting me be a part of 
this beautiful journey. 

Capturing history today.  

I was a teen in the 1960s concerned 
about my grades, yes, but mostly fo-
cused on mastering the latest dance 
moves, memorizing all the lyrics to 
every popular song and sitting on the 
front room floor, staring at an album 
cover and dreaming about Eddie 
Kendricks while listening to the 
Temptations latest hit on our “Hi Fi”. 

My older brother who fought in Vi-
etnam shared political tidbits while 
the other brothers shined their shoes 
or polished cars for Saturday nights. 
That same brother made me listen to 
a Malcolm X interview, but I couldn’t 
understand why he was so angry. 
Momma admired Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Daddy just wanted me to do 
well in school.  

No one talked about history in our 
house. We were happy to have every-
thing we needed and a little more 
than the neighbors. 

Oh, we listened to the news on TV, 

momma read the newspaper every-
day and I heard snatches of current 
events from grown folks conversa-
tions, but preferred the solitude of 
my room to deep discussions. 

Years later, I learned in college 
classrooms about the tumultuous 
times I’d danced through, the nu-
ances, the people, the places, the 
why beyond the headlines and epic 
moments like the days John, Mar-
tin, Bobby and Malcolm died.  

All the stories of my friends, my 
block, my school, my life that 
make my history, are now frag-
mented memories. How I wish I 
could have preserved some of it for 
my children so that they would 
know it was not just poverty and 
segregation and classroom notes.   

This February, I’m sharing inter-
views of people who are making a 
difference. History is always hap-
pening so, let’s write it.  

We know and own who we are. Global Girls @ 21 

L to R Ava Saunders joined @ age 9, Kiara Jones @ age 8, Casina Rice @ age 8, Marvinetta Woodley-Penn (Founder/ED), 
Ryonn Gloster @ age 13, Christina Rice @ age 4 and Madison Mosley @ age 14.  
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Live Your Life To The Fullest by Mariama Pilcher 

Everyday is different, never like the 
one before 

Each day should be treasured as if it 
were your last 

But it’s way too easy nowadays to be 
lost in social media 

And other distractions, then you look 
up and your life has passed 

This world is full of stimulants, ob-
jects and moments to lose yourself in 

Not to mention family and friends 
with whom you can enjoy almost any-
thing 

Life is one great adventure waiting to 

Making History Today: Leah Castleberry 

be had 

Just look outside and tell me the sight 
won’t make you wanna sing 

Well… maybe not now with Covid 
and almost 6 inches of snow 

And I know it may be tempting to stay 
home and do nothing all day 

But ask yourself, when you’re in your 
60’s or 70’s 

Will you wish you would've done 
something exciting instead of being 
dull and mundane 

When people read your biography, or 
watch the movie of your life 
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Leah Castleberry, president and CEO of 
LYC Strategies, LLC, is making history 
as she pursues her passion and impacts 
the lives of so many others. I’ve known 
of Leah since she was a baby as I know 
her famous father, bassist, Phil Castle-
berry. After reading about her, visit her 
online and purchase one or both of her 
publications. 

We purchased the planners for all of our 
girls and staff. LOVE ‘EM!! 

Q: Tell me about your business 

A: After completing my Masters degree 
at the onset of the coronavirus pandemic 
and recession, I founded my own inde-
pendent consultancy which has allowed 
me to implement the skills that I have 
developed thus far in my career in sup-
port of several Black-owned businesses 
and entrepreneurs. My services include 
digital strategy, technology consulting 
and research services. I have also created 
my own products including the 2021 
Goal Planners and Thought Journals, 
which are now available on Amazon. 
Learn more about my product and ser-
vices at www.leahcastleberry.com. 

Q: What about Global Girls resonates 
with you, your ideas, your core beliefs? 

A: Cultural awareness and exposure has 

Gratitude by Iminwt Pilcher  

I am so grateful to be a part of the Glob-
al Girls Family. Global Girls has taught 
me more than just performing (acting, 
dancing and singing). It has taught me 
about smart goals, standing out, always 
being yourself and so much more.  

We learn  new words daily and concepts 
such as: integrity, civility, compassion, 

curiosity, impact and courage.  

I think that many, many more girls 
should join us. I’ve met many girls 
while here and most have had open and 
pure hearts. Global Girls has taught me 
enough to fly away and be my own 
bird. I’ve learned about being a Fear-
less girl.  

I’m thankful for finding out about 
Global Girls when I was only three.  

I am very thankful for knowing one of 
the first Global Girls, Ms. Ryonn. I 
know some girls in the future will look 
up and say, “I am so confused, I have no 
idea how to play this role.” But, I actu-
ally had one of the first Global Girls to 
teach me.  

I am grateful for being a part of this 
newsletter and every opportunity I get 
to perform.  

You want it to be interesting, intri-
guing, you want people to be im-
pressed 

Above all, you want to feel fulfilled 
at the end of the day 

You want to feel that you have given 
your all and done your best 

This world feels like it’s designed to 
make us stagnant 

It’s almost as if we’re encouraged to 
let others do everything for us 

But we have to create our own long 
lasting memories 

So get up, go out there, and live your 
life to the fullest! 

played a critical role in becoming the 
woman I am today. Global Girls, Inc. 
does a fantastic job of exposing their 
participants to international travel and 
exchange opportunities, opening their 
worldview beyond the South Side of 
Chicago and the United States. I know 
first hand the impact that domestic and 
international travel opportunities have 
in helping young people understand 
their role as a global citizen.  

Q: What do you care about and how 
do you show that you care? 

A: Even as I learn, grow and travel the 
world, remembering where I come 
from, including legacy and ancestry, are 
of utmost importance to me. I honor my 
ancestors by giving back to my commu-
nity through involvement with local 
organizations like Global Girls, Inc., 
involvement in my church, and as a 
charter member of the Chicago Metro-
politan Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Inc.  

Q: If you could create a four-ingredient 
recipe for changing the world for the 
better, what would that recipe be? 

A: Education, Equity, Love and Re-
spect. 

Q: What part of your daily routine con-

tributes most to your joy? 

A: My morning routine has a huge im-
pact on the rest of my day and the way I 
am able to respond to whatever comes 
my way. On an ideal morning, my day 
starts with a bible scripture, devotional 
and prayer; making my bed, 30 minutes 
of exercise; and coffee! :) 

Q: Is there anything else you want to 
share? 

A: The steadfast commitment and dedi-
cation that founder, Marvinetta Penn, 
and the rest of the Global Girls team 
has positively impacted the lives of so 
many children on the South Side of 
Chicago. I am thankful to be a part of 
the extended Global Girls community! 

http://www.leahcastleberry.com
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8151 S. South Chicago Ave. 

Chicago, Illinois 60617 
773 902.2359 phone & fax 
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Board of Directors 

Lafayette Ford, Board Chair 

Dorothy Thompson, Vice Chair 

Crystal Stevenson, Secretary 

Donna Beasley, Treasurer 

Raymond Stanton, Member 

Tonay Tucker, Member 

 
Staff 

Marvinetta Woodley-Penn                
Executive/Artistic Director 

Sherron Hawkins,  

Ryonn Gloster, Program Specialist 

Kiera Jones, Program Specialist 

Madison Mosley Program Assistant 

Derrick Redd, Facility Manager 

Andrea Styles, Marketing and Data 
Assistant 

 
Teaching Artists 

Ryonn Gloster 

Kiara Jones 

Madison Mosley 

 

Junior Facilitator 
Mariama Pilcher 

Destiny Haynes 

Adaija Sheppard 

 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to equip girls of color 

with skills that nurture their individual 

growth and inspire them to use their 

talents for positive change in their    

communities and throughout the world. 

 

2021 Theme 

Live life out loud. Bet on your own 

dreams. You just might win. 

 

 

If you’re interested in joining the  

Global Girls team as a volunteer or 

Board member, please email                      

info@globalgirlsinc,org. 

 

Join Our Board And Make A Difference  

Global Girls YouTube Show: GLOBAL CHAT 
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We invite you to join the Board of 
Directors. Serving on the board of 
Global Girls is a wonderful way to 
support this organization and its mis-
sion. It allows you to share your time 
and talent in support of girls. And 
those girls go on to be conscious citi-
zens and enhance the lives of other 
girls. Global Girls’ recent impact study 
showed that 20,000 girls have been 
impacted over the past 21 years. An 
impressive legacy. 

Serving on the board allows you to do 
more for an organization that you care 
about. You get to understand what 
goes on behind the scenes and develop 
strategies and plans to help the organi-
zation grow. Your ideas and opinions 
matter. 

You will bring a unique skill set that 
the organization needs. You may be a 
lawyer, bookkeeper, people connector, 
activist, administrator, party planner or 
some other fields. Boards need a varie-
ty of people with different back-
grounds. Reach out to us and see if 
your skills are a good fit for Global 
Girls’ Board, and if we’re a good fit 
for you. 

I joined the Board of Global Girls to re

Mara (left) and Karma hosted the very 
first “Global Chat” show in our new 
“Jaqel McDonald” media room. For-
merly, the storage room, the media 
room is well stocked with new micro-
phones, lights, backdrops, sound-

proofing padding and more. We’ll soon 
add clip on mics, a mixing board and a 
professional video camera.  

Our two announcers created the show 
line up and wrote the stories. A bit nerv-
ous at first, they can’t wait to do it again. 

-connect to my community. As a chil-
dren’s book publisher with a home-
based business and downtown clients 
I had no idea what was going on in 
southside communities. That both-
ered me. I looked for an organization 
who served children and taught val-
ues important to me. Global Girls is a 
vital part of the youth arts communi-
ty.  I volunteered 4 years ago even 
though I had no board experience. I 
learned and grew my professional 
skills. It has been a personally re-
warding experience. 

We are looking for new board mem-
bers. Join us and make a difference in 
your community. For questions and 
more information reach out to 
me: Donna@kazoomkidsbooks.com. 
You can also stop by the studio and 
get a board intro package.  

mailto:Donna@kazoomkidsbooks.com
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Yes, I forced, no nudged my 
3-year-old granddaughter on 
stage to sing at a Von Free-
man tribute. Today, she has 
her own business in the At-
lanta area. Dr. Sims is a his-
tory shaker, and here’s her 
story. 

Q: Tell me about your busi-
ness 

A: I'm a licensed psycholo-
gist and the owner/founder 
of The Worth, Wisdom, 
and Wellness Center. I'm 
passionate about mental 
health, increasing awareness decreas-
ing stigma, ensuring that people are 
focusing on their mental health and 
taking care of themselves. I’m also 
passionate about black women. I'm a 
black woman. I come from a long line 
of wonderful, strong black women. I 
think that we live in a world that un-
dervalues and undermines black 
women even in our greatest moments. 
I want to be a voice that advocates for 
them. That's the reason I created the 
center, a private practice that focuses 
on holistic healing and centers black 
women in an inclusive space. I’m also 
a also a registered yoga and medita-
tion teacher. I love yoga as a practice. 
When I was younger, my passions 
included acting and dancing, the per-
forming arts. That’s one of the rea-
sons Global Girls resonate so much 
with me. 
 
Q: Any other reasons why Global 
Girls resonates with you? 

A: The performing arts is a big one. 
But also, when I think of Global 
Girls, I think of expansiveness and 
going beyond one’s current environ-
ment. When I think of global, I think 
of expanding beyond limiting beliefs 
and the limits of the environment that 
you were raised in. It’s being exposed 
to different places in the world, dif-
ferent places in the universe. It gives 
you a new sense of being and a per-
spective that you can't have staying 
confined to the southside of Chicago 
or East St. Louis. It’s going beyond 
the confines of your zip code. And I 
think that directly translates into a 
mindset that gives you the ability to 
think bigger. I think Global Girls real-

Interview with Dr. Marcuetta Sims, the first “Globe” 

ly does do that for the 
girls. The girls under-
stand they are a part of 
something much big-
ger and surrounded by 
people who believe in 
them and teach them 
through the arts, 
through giving back, 
through seeing the 
world that there's so 
much more that they 
can do and have. Those 
lessons are near and 
dear to my heart. 
 

Q: What do you care about and how 
do you show that you care? 

A: I care about mental health and 
overall wellness. I think society tells 
you to just drive and push and go and 
drive all the time. Wellness gets ne-
glected. Particularly within the black 
community mental health is neglect-
ed even though mental health dic-
tates a lot of what you're capable of 
doing. If you are in an abusive 
household or you're experiencing 
trauma as a child, the chances of you 
being able to envision something 
larger is significantly decreased. I 
care a lot about that and everything 
that I do is poured into ensuring that 
we heal, not only physically but also 
emotionally and mentally so that our 
future generations can thrive and 
move past the generational trauma. I 
care about us being happy, healthy 
and whole. 
 
Q: If you could create a four-
ingredient recipe for changing the 
world for the better, what would that 
recipe be? 

A: The first ingredient is compassion 
for others and for self. Two is gener-
osity. The more you give, the more 
you receive. Third is selfishness. 
This one is a little controversial, but I 
really do believe that we have to be 
selfish to take care of ourselves. We 
receive messages that we're sup-
posed to always take care of others 
and always think about others. But, if 
you're not healthy yourself, if you're 
spent and burnt out and tired and 
overwhelmed you’re not really help-
ing others. I believe that you really 
can't give to other people if you 

haven't given to yourself first. My last 
one is simply love. Can we just live 
in a world where we show more love 
to one another? Um, yeah, I think that 
will make the world a better place. 
 
Q: What part of your day brings you 
joy? 
A: I actually had a hard time with 
because most of my day I'm working, 
but I have been intentional about 
carving out at least an hour in the 
morning for quiet time, devotional 
reading, praying and meditating. It 
gives me clarity and sets the tone for 
the rest of the day. I'm trying to get 
back into the habit of doing more 
yoga. 
 
Q: What does it feel like to be me 
at this point in time in my journey? 

A: To be honest, sometimes I don't 
believe it. I question, “Why, me? 
How me? What happened?” I look 
around and see people who started at 
the same place suffering and strug-
gling. I am profoundly grateful be-
cause everything that I've been 
through made me the person that I am 
today. My past built the capacity for 
me to be passionate and to have a 
giving heart and the desire to want 
even more. I remember you used to 
tell me that was the first Global Girl. 
You instilled in me a belief that there 
was something larger in the world, 
something bigger, that I could go af-
ter, and I'm a product of that. Every-
body's like, “Oh my gosh, you started 
this business. That’s so amazing.” I'm 
like, yeah, that's cool. But I have so 
much more that I want to do.  
 
Now part of my mission in life is fo-
cused on who I'm going to be as an 
ancestor. I want others to say, “If my 
ancestor Marcuetta could do that, I 
can definitely do this today.”   
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The civil rights movement was an 
organized effort by Black Ameri-
cans to end racial discrimination 
and gain equal rights under the 
law. It began in the late 1940s 
and ended in the late 1960s.  This 
quote is from History.com and is 
proof positive that we must write 
and record and document our his-
tory. 

As long as there have been black 
people in this country, there have 
been organized but unauthorized 
chapters in the civil rights move-

ment. Any time a people speak 
up for themselves against insti-
tutions that suppress and op-
press their humanity, they are a 
part of a movement. That move-
ment continues in small and 
large waves today.  

The most noted civil rights 
chapter including Rosa Parks 
and Dr. King and resulted in the 
passage of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act. 

One manifestation of that act 
was affirmative action. “Initially, 
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The first generation legacy. I was proud to be the family’s first, but then the pressure was on for others to follow. 

affirmative action encouraged employ-
ers to hire more black people. Presi-
dents Lyndon B. Johnson and Richard 
Nixon both passed executive orders to 
end race discrimination in hiring.” In 
1969, many universities admitted near-
ly twice as many Black students as 
they had in previous years. Some be-
lieve change was directly linked to the 
civil rights movement. In retrospect, I 
believe allowing a few more blacks 
onto the campuses was a feel good 
move that didn’t hurt the financial bot-
tom line as many students’ education 
was heavily subsidized by the federal 
government. 

Regardless of anyone’s ethical motiva-
tion, we benefited in the end. 

Thousands of us are first generation 
college grads thanks to the sacrifices 
of our ancestors, their tenacious spirits 
and that fearlessness that stood them 
strong against dogs, fire bombings, 
jail, and even losing friends and family 
murderous mobs. 

I honor and highlight their courage and 
strength today and forever. I want our 
Global Girl youth and all Black youth 
to know that they have that same cour-
age and strength in their DNA. It kept 
us alive on the ship, in the field, in the 
ghetto and it will carry you across col-
lege and university stages to get yours 
so that you can pass it on to someone 
else.  

Never forget on whose shoulders we 
stand. Give thanks and get busy cause 
the next generation needs you to get a 
little dirt under your nails as you be-
come an ancestor. 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/learn-origins-term-affirmative-action-180959531/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/30/us/affirmative-action-50-years.html
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Young Women on the Move  
After School                         

Monday thru Friday 
Continuing thru June 18, 2021 

3pm until 6pm 
sessions for girls 6 to 14 

The Global Studio 
 

In-Person Virtual Hubs 
Mondays thru Fridays 

9a til 3:30p 
$15 per day or $75 per week 

Ages 7 - 14 

• Online assistance 

• Tutoring 

• Breakfast & Lunch 

• Arts & Crafts 

• Movement 

• Small groupings 
 

Black History Month 

Virtual Presentation 

Friday, February 26, 2021 
5p til 6p 

Instagram & Facebook Live 
 

The Cost of Being Black and      
Female in America 

A virtual forum led by Global 
Girls, the Legacy Group 
Monday, March 29, 2021 

5p until 9p  
Zoom registration required 

 
YOUTH PERFORMANCE CAMP  

Monday thru Friday | 9am until 3pm 
 Breakfast & Lunch | Dance | Acting | 
Singing | Virtual Trips | Performances 

GIRLS AGES 4 TO 14 

June 28 thru August 13, 2021 

8:30am until 3:0pm 

Due to COVID 19, space will be 
limited to 25 participants. 

 

Mr. Chuck Trent, teacher, mentor and friend 
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Get your own 
beautiful and 
warm Global 
Girls hoodie 
for cool Chi-
cago nights. 
Only $25. 
Proceeds help 
Global Girls 
programs. 

We all knew him as “Mr. 
Trent” though some called 
him “Lurch” behind his 
back. A tall, thin, deep-
voiced and very nerdy look-
ing young white teacher in 
all black East St. Louis Lin-
coln Sr. High School, my 
beloved high school.  

Mr. Trent, one of my favor-
ite high school teachers, my 
speech teacher and coach is also one 
of the reasons I have Global Girls 
today. Chuck is a husband, father, 
grandfather, minister and all around 
good guy. 

Q: Tell me about yourself. How’d 
you get started? 

A: My name is Gary Charles Trent, 
named after Gary Cooper, although 
my dad never ever admitted it. I 
taught English at East St. Louis Lin-
coln for two years in the late 60s. 
You were a determined student and 
did an awful lot on your own. I an-
nounced we should have a speech 
club and enter contests. I explained 
the various categories. The next day 
you came back with a fully edited 
version of the scene from “A Street-
car Named Desire.” You did a lot on 
your own. Not everybody under-
stands that part. And I think that’s 
what Global Girls is all about, help-
ing people realize that there's some-
thing God has into them, but they 
have to do the work. 

I thought I wanted to go to seminary 
and be a United Church of Christ 
minister, but the Lord made it very 
plain that summer after leaving Lin-
coln that no, I wasn't ready. And so I 
went to to Sparta to get rich and fa-
mous on the radio as an announcer 
and After three years, I was starving 
to death. I taught in Marissa until 
1986. I finally went into the ministry 
in 1995. 

Q: What about Global Girls reso-
nates with you? 

A: Woody Allen said, “80% of life is 
just showing up.” And if you don't 
show up for yourself, nobody else 
can show up for you, that's for sure.  
If you hadn't gone to school that day 
and I hadn’t talked about the speech 
team if you hadn't gone to the library 

and found that play and 
worked it up. I mean you 
showing up for class that 
day was the launch pad. 

Q: What about Global Girls 
resonates with you, your 
ideas, your core beliefs? 

A: We had a guy over in 
western Illinois who was 
a genius in my church 
there. He was doing a lot 

of the same things you're doing. He 
would write plays mostly readers the-
ater. He worked with the local com-
munity college and they paid him to 
go to high schools and get kids in-
volved in acting and the youth would 
get college credit. The kids were 
white, but they had day to day chal-
lenges, and a lot of the same prob-
lems other kids had. But theater 
helped them learn to deal with those 
problems. Theatre helps kids be the 
best they can be. That's what reso-
nates with me about Global Girls. 

Q: What do you care about and how do 
you show that you care? 

A: I care about what John Wesley, 
the founder of our United Methodist 
denomination called simple rules. 
The first is do no harm. The second is 
do all the good you can every way 
you can.  

Q: If you could create a four-ingredient 
recipe for changing the world for the 
better, what would that recipe be? 

You gotta start with human kindness 
- treating everybody like you want to 
be treated. Number 2, do unto others 
as you'd have done unto you. Next, 
don’t be a hypocrite. Lastly is joy. 

I just want to encourage you I know 
that my birthday fundraiser according 
to Facebook is raised, just a little over 
$200 for Global Girls.  

I left East St. Louis, Lincoln and went 
into radio to be a big star. And you've 
gone out and touched all these other 
lives. You've had all these other ex-
periences. I’m reminded of Christa 
McAuliffe. She was the schoolteacher 
who died in the Challenger accident 
back in 1987. When they asked her 
what she did, she said, “I touched the 
future. I'm a teacher.” Yeah, and it 
gives me cold chills, too. Yeah. 
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Tasha Rice is 26 now and pursuing 
her passions in Florida. She started 
Global Girls when she was seven 
along with her three sisters. We inter-
viewed her for our 20-year impact 
report, and she shared with us how 
Global Girls helped her gain confi-
dence and how dance, in particular, 
has impacted her life still today. 

Global Girls was a place where you 
were celebrated for your differences. 
You didn’t have to try to be cool 
which is what you do in school. Eve-
ryone tries very hard to be cool. It was 
really relaxed so you got to be your-
self and to feel celebrated for who you 
were and your own personal strengths. 
It also taught me to be brave which 
was not my personality 
type at all. It was like be 
yourself, plus. Be you 
and then greater than you 
currently are. 

I remember being praised 
for my strengths, being a 
good writer and for prac-
ticing hard. That made 
me feel good and com-
fortable. We would find 
things that made girls 
unique. It gave us the 
attention that girls crave 
at that age.  

I remember being en-
couraged to take risks. 
You would yell at me 
when I would sometimes 
cry after not getting what 

get the analytical 
voice in your 
head. You be-
come the song or 
the dance. It was 
such a high. I 
don’t get that high 
from anything 
else. Now, I take 
dance classes. I’m 
really good at 
swing, blues, sal-
sa and all other 
dance styles. It is 
still my favorite 

thing to do. When I 
travel, I seek places to go and dance. I 
see if dance conventions are going on 
so that I can go. I’m not sure I would 
have discovered dance had it not been 
for Global Girls because I was really, 
really bad when I started. I would 
have thought, “this ain’t me.” Global 
Girls made me feel I was good at it.  

My best friends to this day are Global 
Girls. You never had to worry if they 
were in your corner. You could trust 
them 100%. They kept secrets. I never 
felt alone with them. I had people who 
were excited for me when good things 
happened in my life. They were also 
creative partners. I miss that so much 
now. If I came up with an idea, I had 
other people with a similar mindset that 
I could work on it with. That made the 
process fun and kept it exciting. You 
can create something big when you 
have more than one mind working on it. 

It was very beautiful and that’s one 
thing I’m grateful for in life: that sup-
port system at that time in my life. 

I wanted. You would 
tell me to suck it up and 
take another risk. 

We would make big 
plans in Global Girls 
and somehow carry 
them out. We wanted to 
travel abroad, or meet 
the mayor or have a 
huge audience, and then 
we did it. That made me 
want to try things and 
be brave. 

I couldn’t dance before Global Girls. I 
loved performing. It helped me feel 
powerful and brilliant. I’d never 
shined in my life the way I did when I 
performed in Global Girls especially 

dance. I loved it. 
It brought me out 
of shyness and 
made me want 
attention. Before 
then I hated when 
people looked at 
me.  

I was really shy 
and wanted to 
hide when I was 
young, but per-
forming made me 
feel I had some-
thing that the 
world aught to 
see. It was like 
losing yourself 
during the perfor-
mances. You for-

Another generation of fearless performers blossoming into whomever and whatever they determine they want to be. 

Young Tahsa dancing. 

Not shy at all with children in Kenya. 
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Keeping jazz alive on the south side, Margaret Murphy-Webb 

Q: Tell me about yourself. How’d 
you get started? 

A: I’m Margaret Murphy-Webb, 
Founder and Executive Director of 
the South Side Jazz Coalition. I 
hosted a Tuesday Jazz night at the 
50 Yard Line until someone was 
shot in the parking lot.  Darius 
Lawrence was doing Mo Better 
Jazz at The Quarry. About a year 
after I stopped my set, I met with 
Darius and Charles Rick Heath 
over breakfast at the restaurant on 
75th and Exchange. I said, I need to 
do something more formalized to get 
this work done because jazz on the 
south side was not what it should be.  

Within the span of three meetings, we 
get the logo done, I did all the paper-
work, and we found somebody to 
handle the nonprofit stuff. We were 
incorporated and got started planning 
to eventually get a venue and ensure 
that free programming was available 
for people to drop in if they want to 
hear some jazz. Also, we wanted an 
education component. That’s in the 
works. We're still young organization 
– only five years old. I get a little 
frustrated when things don’t move as 
quickly or smoothly as I think they 
should. But you know that the uni-
verse moves the way it’s supposed to.  

All of this started because of Von 
Freeman and his determination to 
keep jazz alive on the south side, to 
give us somewhere to go and give 
young musicians somewhere to play 
and learn right here in the community. 
That Tuesday night set moved several 
times but landed at “The Apartment” 
on 75th Street back in the day. It was a 
smoky, tight, homey place where peo-
ple went without having to worry 
about anything, had a drink listened to 
some great music and got up the next 
day to carry on with their lives.   

Before our call I was in my office 
rockin’ because I didn’t get one of the 
grants I’d applied for cause they ran 
out of money. Another one is on hold 
indefinitely. I just got an email that 
we’ve received a $12,000 grant! Yes! 
I’m learning if you move yourself out 

the way, 
focus on 
doing the 
work 
moving all 
that fool-
ishness in 
your head 
out the 
way, 
you’ll get 
exactly 
what you 

want and more. 

I’m also a music teacher. When I re-
tired from the police department, I 
said I would use my education degree 
and teach. I did, and now I’m ready to 
devote my time to what I love and to 
self-care. I'll be 65 January 30th. This 
is my last year teaching. 

Q: What about Global Girls reso-
nates with you, your ideas and your 
core beliefs? 

A: When I was thinking about the 
South Side Jazz Coalition, I thought 
about you. You were more of an in-
spiration to me than you will ever 
know. I watched you grow a business 
from a backyard party. I've watched 
your girls grow. I've watched you do 
things that a lot of people don't know 
about for those kids. And look at what 
you've done. That is what inspired 
me. I said, if Marvinetta can do this, I 
can do something. Your core belief is 
that these children are worth saving. I 
believe that Jazz is worth saving. I 
believe that these seniors that are out 
here need to have something even if 
it's just a song. Salik sang a song one 
night at the Jazz jam, and I saw this 
old lady just put her head down and 
start crying. She said the song re-
minded her of when I was young girl. 
I went into the kitchen and burst into 
tears.  

That's what resonates with me - your 
passion to give back and to save your 
community. And that's what I’m do-
ing for the music I love and the sen-
iors I love.  

Q: What do you, what do you care 
about, how do you show that you 

care? 

A: I care so much about my neighbor-
hood and my community. Sometimes 
it is hard for me to get a breath be-
cause I'm trying to figure out what 
can I do to make things better. I or-
ganize programs such as a snow shov-
el program where kids earn $50 to 
shovel walks for older people, and 
one where young men engage in com-
munity clean up campaigns like we 
did on 94th St. It’s all about commu-
nity engagement. As my husband, 
Chuck Webb, always says, “Don’t 
talk about it, be about it.”  

Q: If you could create a four-
ingredient recipe for making the 
world a better place, what would it 
be? 

A: I would start with rice cause rice 
feeds everyone. Rice is a starch and 
so that will help people stick together. 
I’d add soy sauce for some color. 
Then, I would add some honey be-
cause we need some sweetness. And 
we gotta have butter to ease folks into 
this. People don’t like being pushed 
into stuff. So, that butter will just let it 
slide on down their throats, and 
they’ll be like, “Oh, this is alright.”  

Q: What part of your daily routine 
contributes most to your joy? 

A: Waking up early, writing in my 
journal, walking or working out for an 
hour or 90 minutes while listening to 
music, that centers me. I'm ready for 
the day after my morning routine.  

Q: Is there anything else that you 
would like to share? 

A: This has been a journey that has 
opened so many possibilities. I'm on 
the city council. I'm a co-chair for 
Chicago Music. I'm in positions 
where I can give my people opportu-
nities. I was so proud last year that 
artists that I recommended were able 
to work on the jazz fest. 

I think I got five more years as the 
ED, and then I'm going to have to 
make some changes. But for right 
now this organization, the South Side 
Jazz Coalition, I believe, is going to 
do some great things. 
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Happy to be performing again for the anniversary! 

The girls took the stage Saturday, 
January 23rd with only nine guests in 
the audience. They we thrilled to 
dance, perform and simply talk about 
their experiences. Later, we had cake 
and the food they liked. It was a love-
ly 21st Anniversary celebration.  
 
Simayah  
The anniversary celebration was great 
and so much fun because I got to see 
other Global Girls like Aria and 
Amora. All our hard work paid off. It 
was great seeing the audience watch-
ing Brighter Days and Overture and 
Hamilton. I love all my global 
girls.  All the rehearsals and pressure 
were worth it.  

 
Destiny  

The anniversary was fun because we 
were taking a lot of pictures and we 
were making jokes and having a good 
time. Doing the old dances brought 
back so many memories. It was funny 
that we were teaching the dances to 
the parents. Talking to my friends and 
eating cake were my favorite parts. 
Some of the old Globes came which 
was great making  jokes with them. 
They made me more confident when I 
was dancing. I was scared and felt 
like  I was messing up on every dance 
but I wasn't. I felt like I could do any-
thing which gave me a lot of confi-
dence  which I like  because now I 

know I have real friends and real sis-
ters. When we were done, I was so 
tired that I felt like I was going to pass 
out. They said it was a good thing be-
cause that means we worked hard. I 
think everyone did a great job because 
we were out of breath. When we were 
doing the dances we had a lot of ener-
gy which was good because the crowd 
was cheering us on and right with us. 

 
Mahogany  

My experience at the 21st anniversary 
was pretty good. I loved all the danc-
es. We took pictures with some of the 
old globes and signed the banner 
about how we feel about global girls. I 
really enjoyed all of it. Global Girls is 
a performing arts organization, and I 
love everything about it. The perform-
ing - we make it work even with 
COVID. We stay socially distant.  I 
can't wait for the next performance.  

 
Melanie  

The anniversary for me was fun. I 
liked all the performances and when 
Ms. Ryonn showed the videos of us 
from years ago. I also enjoyed that we 
got to see the older Globes that came 
before us . I loved when Ms. Penn 
talked about the students she had be-
fore us. I enjoyed the after party. I was 
surprised when Ms. Penn gave us fried 
food because  we usually only get 
healthy food. Another thing I enjoyed 
was doing Brighter Days when the 
audience was into it and hyping us up. 
They really enjoyed it .  

 
Destyni   

The 21st anniversary was really good. 
I was happy to see some of the old 
globes that came. It was fun to per-
form, and it was funny teaching the 
Rice sisters one of the dances. They 
did not know how funny it was seeing 
them trying so hard. They were really 
into it. It was also fun to perform with 
Victoria and Miciah. We still got to 
have an anniversary and enjoy it with 
being socially distanced and with eve-
ryone wearing their masks.  

 
Morgan  

My experience was fun because this 

was my first year here, and I learned a 
lot about Global Girls. Rehearsals 
were fun but hard at the same time 
because it was tiring. I tried not to get 
cut at the same time. We taught some 
of the older Globes a dance, and they 
learned pretty quick, so that was fun. 

 Nia  

I loved the anniversary! We saw the 
old girls. We had cake, food. We 
wrote our names on the board. We 
learned new dances and we acted. 
Ms.Ryonn showed us videos.  

  

Nyhla  

The anni-
versary 
was awe-
some. It 
was fun 
because 
some of 
the old Global Girls were there and we 
taught them dances. They were hard 
but I still pushed through it. My par-
ents came and cheered us on with eve-
rything. I liked that we were fearless 
girls that day, and we had the shirts to 
represent that. 

We delivered nearly 60 Christmas bags 
complete with small stuffed animals, 
pens, holiday ornaments and other trin-
kets to hopefully brighten someone’s 
day at Stroger Hospital. Post COVID, 
we’ll also perform! 
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We are FAMILY! 

 

through and understand this life of 
mine. 

I love both sides even more after this 
project and hope others do too. 

We only get one family in this life. 
We gotta cherish them and all they 
lived through. 

 Takyara H. 

 

My Family 

There are lots of people in my family 

I have tons of cousins, aunts and un-
cles, too many to count really 

On my father’s side I have my grand-
ma and my great grandma who in-
spire me every day 

And they’re the oldest people I 
know, which means they’ve got so 
many wise things to say 

On my mother’s side I have my 
grandma, who just recently transi-
tioned 

But every word she ever said I tried 
my best to listen 

But I have SOOO many more mem-
bers that I never even knew 

And when I look them up, or hear 
about them I learn that they were 
amazing too 

Like my grandpa on my father’s side 
fought in the Vietnam War 

And my great greats on my mother’s 
side were one of the first slaves to be 
free 

My mother’s family tree goes all the 
way to the 1700’s 

And my father’s side is full of 
achievements by the bunches 

When I look back and see the amaz-
ing things coming from my family 

It makes me proud to say “I’m one of 
them, can’t you see?” 

Iminwt P.  

equal rights 

they wanted to make sure black peo-
ple were accepted 

and not looked at like animals or 
criminals 

they were amazing people and God 
made a pathway   

they followed it and reached the finish 
line. 

Destiny H. 

Family to me is all about comfort 

and security 

I didn’t know much about my dad’ 
side til I started asking for my family 
tree 

I saw pictures and to my surprise they 
all looked my me! 

I heard stories and even learned about 
my daddy’s grandaddy. 

 

They moved to Chicago from Wynn, 
Arkansas in the 1930s I think 

They piled everyone into a big truck 
and moved everything but the kitchen 
sink 

My grandmother said she didn’t like 
going back to Arkansas cause the bus 
ride made her weak 

But once she got around her family 
and ate their cooking, the trip was 
quite a treat 

 

Now that I know more about the peo-
ple who lived before my time 

I appreciate everything they went 

Ancestry sea 
Just like a wave it goes on and on  

lets travel back in time to see what’s 
going on. 

one thing my grandma told me is that 
don’t grow up too fast  

enjoy life while it lasts  

my Ancestors was the reason why 
I’m accepted now 

I’m in charge I have to work hard 

leaders passed on to the family now  

I’m up next and I could handle it 
now  

I’m not a pro but I always have room 
to grow  

into a young leader 

I can not speak for my ancestors  

but I can tell you about them 

they mean the world to me  

without them I don’t know where I 
would be  

at to this day 

I love them so much I wish they 
could be here  

but I know they are in heaven look-
ing down at me  

and being my guardian angel 

they were hard working people and  

wanted black people to have their 

Karma J. 
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Young Women on the Move participants display their 
beautiful planners. “Thanks, Ms. Leah!” 

Pictures tell their own stories. 

One of the newest team members, Andrea Styles, drew her family 
tree for a census project. We are thrilled to share her creativity. 

Hybrid sessions can work. The girls come to us, but not the guest presenters. Ms. Leah 
led her “goal-planning” workshop over zoom. At least, they didn’t have to stare at 
another small screen for hours on end.  

Once a week, the girls bring their 
planners to the session and share up-
dates on how they’re using them. 
From what we’ve learned,  the books 
are a hit! 

• I record my daily practice ses-
sions as I work to become a better 
dancer. I also use my book to 
write down my homework assign-
ments and other thing I need to 
do. I record my friends and family 
members’ birthdays.  

• I write all the goals I have for 
myself and cross them off when I 
accomplish them. I also reward 
myself when I achieve a goal 

• It helps me stay organized. My 
planner helps me to keep every-
thing in order. I also list the steps 
I need to take to complete a task. 

• I’m doing better in school. The 
planner is really helping me keep 
my schoolwork organized. I have 
a lot of assignments this year. 

Capture and 
tell your sto-
ry or some-

one else will. 



Kitchen Table is a quarterly publication. 
Send all comments, questions and inquiries to  

info@globalgirlsinc.org. 
 

Marvinetta Penn, editor 
 

Feel free to contact or visit us: 
The Global Studio 

8151 S. South Chicago Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60617 
www.globalgirlsinc.org 
info@globalgirlsinc.org 

773.902.2359 

 
The Global Studio 

Home of Global Girls, Inc. 
8151 S. South Chicago Ave. 

Chicago, Illinois 60617 

Live Life Out Loud. 

92% of every dollar goes towards our programs.                      
Your contributions help us help more girls (and a few guys).  

Name ______________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________ 

City, State/Zip _______________________________________________________ 

Phone/Email ________________________________________________________ 

  
Yes! I want to support courageous, talented girls who will change our world. 

Enclosed is my gift:  ___$10  ___$25  ___$50  ___$100  ___Other $ _____ 
Please use my contribution for: 
____  General operating expenses 

____  The Global Studio Capital Campaign (your name on the Builders’ Plaque) 

____  Global Girls performance support (Get free tickets to shows) 

____  Other ____________________________________  

Global Girls 2019 
Youth Performance 
Camp sans masks. 
Check our website 
regularly for perfor-
mance updates. We’d 
love to partner with 
your company or or-
ganization. Call, 
773.902.2359 for de-
tails. 


