
Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 3, 2022 

In person, Room 7, Sally B. White Center 

 

Mission Statement: The Green Sanctuary Committee is dedicated to creating a religious 

community that has a fundamental commitment to living in harmony with the Earth. We do this 

by planning monthly events for our congregation and the community that focus on the 

environment through a combination of service projects, educating, and advocating for 

environmental justice, and field trips. 

 

Attending: 

Lauren Donnachie 

Linda Rudd 

Penny Hooper 

Carol Sue Burton-Gorman 

Joan Burton 

Tom Wentworth 

Miriam Green 

 

Summary of Planned Events: 

May: 

• Nature Hike with Tom Wentworth, Saturday, May 21, Hoop Pole Trail (owned by the 

Coastal Federation) near the Food Lion at Atlantic Beach, 9:00-11:00 

• Hands Across the Sand: Saturday, May 21 at the Emerald Island Pier, 11:45-12:15 

June: 

• World Ocean Day is Wednesday, June 8. To commemorate, GS and Adult RE will 

sponsor a beach cleanup at Ft. Macon June 4, 9 am.  

• Monthly nature walk with Tom Wentworth, Ft. Macon Trail, to follow beach cleanup, 

June 4.  

• Zero Waste seminar by Linda June 25 at 10 am at the church. 

July: 

• Picnic followed by the movie “Spirited Away” on a Sunday after church 

September: 

• Next GS meeting September 11 after church, room 7 

 

Tasks: 

• Linda will put items from the Planned Events in the Coastline and The Wave as needed 

for May, June, and July. 

• Tom will send notices for hikes to prior participants in his nature walks. He and Linda 

will plan the monthly nature walks.  

• Penny volunteered to help plan and/or lead the walks. 

• Lauren will send out hike notices to the GS email list. 

• Lauren will contact Dee Smith about supplies for the beach cleanup at Ft. Macon. 

• Linda will present Zero Waste seminar June 25. 

• Miriam or Penny will try to find out if station club is still making benches that would be 

used in the Common Ground. 



• Lauren will send out the Harmony with the Earth Action Plan again to everyone who 

was at the meeting.  

• Penny will find the new electrical bill we just received for a baseline and will keep tabs 

about electrical use in preparation for a possible future application for solar panels on the 

roof of the sanctuary. 

• Lauren will talk to the people from Crystal Coast Compost about using their bucket as 

advertising if we don’t use their service. 

• Penny will share the Climate Convergence Report with social action. 

 

Old Business.  

• Nature Walks.  

o Tom conducted a nature walk to Croatan NF to see carnivorous plants. April 23, 

Pringle Road. 8 people attended the walk, 2 were guests. 

o Carol Sue mentioned a hiking club in the UU First Parish Brewster Cape Cod. 

They did Hiking in morning, lunch after at restaurant every at Friday 9 am. 

“Plogging” is the act of picking up trash while you hike. Plogging Clubs exist in 

Europe.  

o Tom suggested we start something similar as a monthly event. 9-11 am Saturdays 

on a set day of the month.  Penny offered to be backup for Tom if he’s out of 

town. Ideas included natural areas, Beaufort waterfront, Emerald Woods, and the 

Trinity Center.  

• Tom presented Common Grounds initiative for the land around the sanctuary and Sally 

White Center. At a meeting of an interest group that included potential stakeholders (eg., 

Pastoral Care, Green Sanctuary, Adult and Children’s RE), we decided that the name 

“gardens” will be avoided in all references to this initiative to discourage folks from 

dumping plants there. The name Common grounds name was established. The GS 

representative will be Linda. Stakeholders were identified. A task force will be suggested 

to the Board rather than another permanent committee.  The task force would have much 

authority for the grounds. 

• Lauren went over the main goals from the Harmony with the Earth Action Plan that was 

done last year.  

• We would like to have an event each month to celebrate one of the special environmental 

days of the month (see list below). 

• Penny discussed energy use in the sanctuary.  

o We are currently using Arcadia wind power. 

o  Thinking to the future for the solar panels, we would like to have a baseline 

electrical use. Penny will see the new electrical bill we just received for a baseline 

and will keep tabs about electrical use. 

• Lauren ordered and received GS t-shirts 2 years ago in March before covid. 

o  Some people paid for them; they get first dibs. If people no longer want them, 

others may pay for them as a donation to the Fellowship.  

o Penny suggested giving the youth t-shirts to kids in RE. after things settle down. 

• Miriam said that storage is available for each committee. We will claim one of the 

cabinets in room 7 for a storage area. We put the T-shirts and banner in the cabinet with a 

note that it’s GS storage space. Miriam has seen the grocery bags somewhere; hopefully 

they will turn up.  



 

New Business: 

• Budget 

o $300 is allocated to the GS each year. Committees will need to cut their budgets. 

Discussion included Terracycle, single use plastics, and a marine debris 

symposium.  

o We have spent $218 of this year’s budget on 3 Terracycle containers for the 

church. 

o Discussion of 2022-23 budget resulted in agreement to ask for little funding for 

the next year. NOTE: Linda and Lauren decided to request $50 to hold a line item 

in the UCF budget. We may or may not use all of that money.  

• GS meetings: 

o Quarterly meetings are sufficient. The next one will be in September. 

o We discussed when meetings should be scheduled (weekdays vs evenings or 

weekends after church). We decided after church is the best time; we’ll bring 

snacks and try to make the meetings fun. 

• Use of single use washcloths instead of paper towels in the restrooms, tablecloths, and 

other items in the kitchen.   

o The Board does not need to approve this.  

o We are setting up a schedule for washing. Miriam, Lauren, and Linda will take 

turns.  (NOTE: Barb also volunteered.) Washable/reusable cloths will be used in 

the sanctuary bathrooms only and restricted to UCF events. Paper towels will be 

used in the Center. We need to talk with Sandra Shelp using bamboo towels and 

cleaning supplies. Joan checked out bamboo paper towels: 12 rolls for $26 at 

Costco.  

• Lauren presented Crystal Coast Compost for composting kitchen waste.  

o It’s to buy a $15 bucket, then $30 per month to pickup. Cedar Point Market 

charges $5 per week if you deliver to them. 

o  You get 2 bags of compost per year from Crystal Coast Compost in Hubert; they 

use industrial composters in Wilmington.  

o Miriam said we should encourage people to compost at home.  

o Penny suggested to not use their service but use their bucket to advertise. Penny 

could take the waste home to compost.  

o Lauren will talk to the people from Crystal Coast Compost about using their 

bucket as advertising if we don’t use their service. 

o We may plan a compost/vermiculture lecture in fall and maybe ask the young 

couple from Crystal Coast Compost to come give it.  

o We could use biodegradable dog waste bags to freeze meat scraps for composting.  

o Establishing a compost in the kitchen. Volunteer to maintain it and schedule them. 

• Penny presented a Climate Convergence report. UU Ministry for Earth presented the 

report. Topics: how to have action center work towards UU the Vote, Climate Justice, 

etc.; recognizing the Justice portion of environmental actions through social action. We 

should coordinate with social justice committee. Penny will share the Climate 

Convergence Report with social action. 

• Penny gave an update on the car charging station. We’re on an app for charging stations. 

A man named Brad was charging his car one day; he and his wife may come to church. It 



takes about 6 hours to fully charge. Harriet put up signs, which was the last thing to do to 

get our grant money. Tom emailed Mary Anna to announce first charger person to use 

charging station. 

• We would like to add community events once we are meeting in person, such as 

o Movies for children 

o Ribbon cutting ceremony for charging stations 

 

Environmental Days for Themed Events: 

o 1/5 – National Bird Day 

o 2/2 – World Wetlands Day 

o 3/3 – World Wildlife Day 

o 3/21 – International Day of Forests 

o 3/21 – World Planting Day 

o 3/22 – World Water Day 

o 4/10 – Arbor Day 

o 4/29 – Day of Remembrance for All Victims of Chemical Warfare 

o 5/2 – World Migratory Bird Day (Spring) 

o 5/20 – World Bee Day 

o 5/22 – International Day for Biological Diversity 

o 6/1 – World Reef Day 

o 6/8 – World Ocean Day 

o 6/16 – World Sea Turtle Day  

o 6/22 – World Rainforest Day 

o 8/15 – National Honeybee Day 

o 9/16 – World Ozone Day 

o 9/18 – World Cleanup Day 

o 9/21 – Zero Emissions Day 

o 10/? – World Habitat Day (1st Monday in October)) 

o 10/4 – World Animal Day 

o 10/? – Energy Efficient Day (1st Wednesday in October) 

o 10/9 – World Migratory Bird Day (Fall) 

o 10/10 – World Food Day 

o 10/10 – Sustainability Day 

o 10/24 – International Day of Climate Action 

 

 


