
Green Sanctuary Minutes 

Friday, June 25, 2021 

Attending: Lauren Donnachie, Tom Wentworth, Linda Rudd, Daryl Walker, Harriet Altman. Meeting was 

by Zoom. 

Old Business:  

• Highlights from the year (Lauren): 

o Lauren compiled the Highlights from the year for presentation to the Board – See 

document for details.  

• Website (Lauren) – adding links to other organizations (Council of Churches actions, UU Ministry 

for Earth and UU Justice Ministry of NC); Penny is in charge of this. 

• Received thank you note from NCIPL for our donation; we should file thank you notes somewhere 

in the fellowship buildings eventually. 

• Darryl reported on the Plant it Forward program to provide extra produce to the food pantries 

during the growing season. People can take the produce to Lerzan Embell’s stand at the Beaufort 

Farmer’s Market and she will distribute the food. Notices about this event are posted around 

town. Daryl will contact Barb Thomas about posting it on the website. 

• Darryl reported on the t-shirts for the migrant workers program. There are collection boxes at the 

Beaufort Coastal Market on Broad Street, the Democratic Headquarters on Arendell St. and 

Tienda Mexicana on Bridges Street.. Nearly 200 shirts have been collected so far.  

• Tom reported about the field trip to the Teddy Roosevelt Natural Area.  

o We had 17 people, including members and guests.  We need to keep track of how many 

participants are members and how many are guests for future activities.  Tom will compile 

a list of each category from his sign-in sheet; this information should be sent to Barb 

Thomas and to Lauren. 

o We need to find out about where in the fellowship buildings to keep the waivers. Tom 

will contact Susan Fetzer, who is the safety committee chair to ask. 

• National Wildlife Sacred Grounds Program update (Linda) 

o Linda contacted Penny to find out who was in charge of the Evans Street NCWF 

certification (Salinda Daley). Penny sent an email to Salinda but we haven’t heard back. 

o The NCWF is an affiliate of the NWF (National Wildlife Federation). The two programs 

have slightly different ways of certifying habitats.   

▪ NCWF has only Backyard Habitats, application fee is $20. 

▪ NWF has a couple of different designations, one of which is the Sacred Grounds 

Program specifically for houses of worship. This program has a component of 

engaging the congregation in the maintenance aspect. Fee is also $20. 

o The GS committee should decide at some point which program we want to pursue. Linda 

volunteered to spearhead, make the application, and be the contact person. 

o Tom and Nan walked the Bridges Street site and talked about the possibilities. There is a 

live oak specimen tree that has been donated and is to be in memory of someone. The 

city requires certain plantings at the roadsides. Lauren suggested water bubbling over 

pebbles for a water feature. Daryl suggested native plants passed along from people with 

extras could be a good source of plants. Start simple and make it more elaborate later.   



o Tom has a wish list of 7 components of the garden: green wall, play area, water feature, 

pollinator garden, memorial area, meditation garden, and community vegetable garden. 

o For a community vegetable garden, we could work with the Boys and Girls Club, Station 

House, or the Beaufort Housing Project gardens rather than include it in our garden at the 

Fellowship. 

o We need to reflect on the functions, funding, and maintenance of the Sacred Garden. 

New Business: 

• Answers to Focus Group questions – A special meeting, preferably in person, to discuss the focus 

group questions should be held this summer after August 9 so we can present a coherent plan 

when we first meet with Rev. Michelle in the fall. Meeting will last at least 2 hours most likely. 

o Future Events should be tied as much as possible into the 7 principles and our mission 

statement.  Possibilities include: 

▪ Nature Walks 

▪ Core Sound Museum and Trail, Harkers Island 

▪ Marshallberg Caviar Farm 

▪ CMAST 

▪ Turtle Rescue (Surf City) 

▪ Hammocks Beach State Park 

▪ Recycling/Zero Waste 

▪ Sale of Bee calendar and discussion of bee keeping  

▪ Discussion on Monarch butterflies and selling Monarch butterfly kits as a 

fundraiser 

▪ Raised beds in the community 

▪ Movies and discussions 

▪ Community composting 

▪ Neighborhood cleanups 

▪ Kayak trip for next summer (suggested by Harriet) 

o The exercise should help crystallize our goals for the next several years, but we will plan 

for one year at a time for specific events.  

o Linda asked if there are UUA guidelines for GS-type committees. 

o We don’t know when the focus group results are due to the Board.  We may know more 

after the Board Retreat next week.  Linda and Lauren can report back.  

• Harriet reported on the status of the car charging stations. The builder is preparing the site for 

the charging stations. As for the grant, Steven Rice is our contact at DEQ, and Harriet sends 

quarterly reports to him. We have an exception to some of the rules of the grant since our building 

doesn’t exist yet.  We must have had the system purchased by October 30; other grant recipients 

must have the system installed by October 30. The company that makes the charging stations is 

Charge Point; Harriet had a chance to see one of their charging stations in Trenton. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Rudd 

Co-chair, Green Sanctuary Committee 


