
2 Corinthians 3:2 (MSG) 

You yourselves are all the endorsement we need. Your 

very lives are a letter that anyone can read by just looking 

at you. 
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Monday, January 18 is the holiday set aside to honor the birthday of Dr. 

Martin Luther King. This is an opportunity for families to talk about 

what Dr. King means to the opportunities that we enjoy today. .   

January 15, 2021 would have been Dr. Martin Luther King’s 92nd birth-

day. The first official celebration of Dr. King’s birthday was January 18, 

1986. Federal holidays other than Christmas and the Fourth of July,  are 

always celebrated on the closest Monday to the actual date.  

Dr. King entered Morehouse College at age 15, having skipped the 9th 

and 12th grades. He was ordained into the ministry at 18 and he re-

ceived his Ph.D. from Boston University at the age of 26 in 1955. Obvi-

ously, education was an important factor in Dr. King’s life.  

Dr. King spent the last birthday morning of his life, January 15, 1968, 

praying, eating breakfast, and talking with his family. At 10:00 he con-

vened a group of his staff, advisors and supporters in the basement of 

the Ebenezer Baptist Church to plan for the Poor People’s Campaign. 

This meeting included whites, Hispanics, African-Americans, Native 

Americans, Asians, Jews, Protestants and Catholics.  

You and your family can use a little time on  the holiday to have a family 

breakfast that symbolizes the celebration on Dr. King’s last birthday. 

This breakfast could involve the immediate family, other relatives, and 

special friends. The elder or someone designated by the elder of the 

family should bless the meal before it is served. Immediately following 

breakfast the family should convene a meeting to discuss the families’ 

health, economics and the future of the children 

 

 

IN THE NEWS -  Families need to be aware of the world around them. 

We take so much for granted. We have lived in the United States, if not 

all, most of our lives. The expectations of seamless transfer of power in a 

presidential election have always been a given. Then, as a reminder, Jan-

uary 6, 2021 occurred!  

Regardless of your political position, if you are a student of the Bible, 

you can’t ignore the signs—man is reaching his extremity! It’s time for 

Michael to stand! (Daniel 12:1). Note, the deliverance comes to individu-

als . It’s time to get YOUR house in order.  

Parents—speak with your children. Hear their concerns and when you 

answer, don’t just talk about the words of Scripture. Let them know by 

the way you live, act and interact with others that the words are true. 

Remember—” More things are CAUGHT—than taught!” You can’t 

walk around moaning and groaning and expect your children to believe 

God is control!  

Here’s a way to make your confidence in the Lord more authentic: 

NO NAME CALLING WEEK 

During mid-January, No Name-Calling Week sets forth an annual event 

that calls for kindness in and out of the classrooms. 

Name-calling, insults, and words in general cause harm. In children and 

adults, unkind words leave marks we can’t see and often cannot be easily 

undone. Over time, the abuse results in poor grades, difficulty concen-

trating, anxiety, depression, and even suicide. Our children deserve the 

support of parents, educators, and administrators, and this observance 

brings everyone together under one cause. 

The lessons of No Name-Calling Week aims put kindness in action by 

providing educators, administrators, and students with tools and re-

sources. 

 



Ages 3-6  Psalm 40:1-11





Ages 7-12 JPsalm 40:1-11





resiliency: 
god takes our worries

Give your worry to God by completing the prayer.

Dear God, I am worried about________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Please take my worry from me. Help me think positive 
thoughts. Fill me with Your peace. In Jesus’ name, amen.

When you worry, follow these 4 steps: 

Recognize that you are worried.

Say what you are worried about.

Think positive thoughts.

Give your worry to God.

Cast all your anxiety on [God] because he cares for you.
1 Peter 5:7
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b. Which sounds are being repeated?

3. a. What is anaphora?
b. Find three examples of  how Dr. King uses

anaphora in his speech.

4. Find an example of  personification.

5. Find an examples of  symbolism. What is the
symbol and what does it represent?

6. The phrase “Five score years ago...” is an
allusion to what and whom?

Writing Activity
Write about your own dream using Dr. King’s 
style. Finish the sentence starters below.

I have a dream that one day this nation will...

I have a dream that one day...

I have a dream that one day...

I have a dream that...

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day...

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day...

This is my hope and faith. With this faith we 
will be able to...

This will be the day when...

Additional Class Activities
1. Poetry: write a poem inspired by Dr. King’s
speech (try an acrostic poem using Dr. King’s
name).

2. Create a collage: Use one quote from the
speech and find images to go with it. Extended
writing: on the back, explain why you chose
each image and the significance of  the quote to
you.

3. Presentation: Using the audio of  Dr. King’s
speech as the background, create a presentation
using images and selected words from the
speech as your visual aides. You can make the
objects (images and text boxes) move by
assigning an action to them.

4. Write a reader’s theater script for the
speech, to be read by you and your classmates.

Vocabulary 
anaphora: (a rhetorical device) the repetition 
of  a word or phrase at the beginning of  
successive clauses to emphasize it.

service: to provide a community or 
organization with something that it needs

social activism: an intentional action to bring 
about social, political, economic, or 
environmental change. It can take a wide range 
of  forms from writing letters to newspapers or 
politicians, political campaigning, economic 
activism such as boycotts or preferentially 
patronizing businesses, rallies, street marches, 
strikes, sit-ins and hunger strikes.

Martin Luther King, Jr. “I Have a Dream” speech, August 1963



Unscramble the words below:

1. vlcnioneeno  __________________________________________________________

2. heirepasdl  __________________________________________________________

3. tcbotyo   __________________________________________________________

4. mindioitinrasc __________________________________________________________

5. rdaem __________________________________________________________

6. cetjsui __________________________________________________________

7. tisimern __________________________________________________________

8. eacep __________________________________________________________

9. torpets __________________________________________________________

10. iracal __________________________________________________________

11. ntsaesreic __________________________________________________________

12. eegsigatorn __________________________________________________________

13. pceshe __________________________________________________________

14. gultersg __________________________________________________________

15. sgriht __________________________________________________________

16. derfoem __________________________________________________________

17. icnonll __________________________________________________________

18. hacrm __________________________________________________________

19. tiwnsgnoah __________________________________________________________

20. rdtiyhab __________________________________________________________

Martin Luther King, Jr. “I Have a Dream” speech
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