
Beachcombers

During Christmas, New Year and Chinese New
Year, it is not unusual to find many Hong Kongers, Chinese and
expats, sunning in Thailand. “Rock fever” is a Hong Kong virus.
Bourgeois residents leave the rock whenever they can. It is not
unusual to run into friends and familiar faces in Thai restaurants,
shops and beaches. Sometimes I feel like all my “glassmates” from
the FCC have converged to cover The Beach.

On the Thai island of Koh Pha Ngan, the real Temptation Island,
young Americans of all colors and religious beliefs gather and
join Hong Kongers for the monthly Full Moon Party. Worlds collide
and everybody loves everybody else. Or so it seems. But the reality
is revealed when the drugs wear off: political anarchy, robbery,
terrorism, violence and death. People dying for the good life America
promises. No different than Washington DC, New York, Los Angeles,
Miami, Anywhere, U.S.A. Worlds colliding and merging.

Murder and death dominate American culture and entertainment.
A society gone insane. A society that creates “powder puff” hazing
of girls with feces, pig parts and baseball bats while watching
Jackass: The Movie and reading about Laci Peterson, the Green
River serial killer, and exploits of Chante J. Mallard. Mallard was
the woman who slammed her car into Gregory Biggs as he walked
on a Texas highway. She drove home to her garage with him wedged
in the glass. He was left there for three days to bleed to death
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while Chante sporadically visited him to apologize between her
sex romps with her boyfriend who then helped her dispose of the
body.

Astronauts’ body parts and debris from the space shuttle Columbia
rained over Texas, Louisiana and the western United States in early
2003 while America’s career politicians and their spin doctors scripted
the Iraq War. America was too busy absorbed voting for the “American
Idol” to notice.

It is a country where white American supremacists introduced literacy
tests, poll taxes, intimidation and lynching to disenfranchise
minorities and then collaborated with Muslim extremists on
9/11 because they view the U.S. Government and its support of
Israel as a greater threat to their freedom than the one posed by
Islamic extremists. Shortly after the 9/11 attacks, Billy Roper, a
former member of the neo-Nazi National Alliance, based in West
Virginia, posted the following on the Internet: “We may not want
them marrying our daughters, just as they would not want us marrying
theirs...But anyone who is willing to drive a plane into a building
to kill Jews is all right by me. I wish our members had half as
much testicular fortitude.”

It is a country where Timothy McVeigh’s bizarre “state assisted
suicide” was aired on closed circuit TV so all his victims’ relatives
could watch the execution. Hannibal and Kill Bill were the opening
double bill to the grotesque America at the dawn of the 21st century.

Andrea Yates, the mother who drowned her five children, brought
to the forefront a disturbing pattern developing in America. American
families imploding. The six McGurkin children, one only eight
years old, along with the Yates televised trial, expose the poverty
and dysfunctionality of the world’s wealthiest nation. Children in
ragged clothing existing on a soupy diet of lily pads simmered
in lake water over a camp fire. Living in a run-down home, deprived
of water, electricity, sewer and telephone less than a mile from
Garfield Bay, where pines sweep down to a lake dotted with yachts.
The kind of neighborhood Luke Helder, the five-state mailbox
bomber, grew up in.  Americans searching and trying to come
to grips with a New World dysfunctional community. A community
that was awakened on September 11.
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“I said that, on the day of the U.S. elections, I was going to do the
same as the majority of the U.S. population: go to the beach,” said
Fidel Castro as he strolled the beach chatting with Americans. The
political system in America is a dirty rocky beach that we don’t enjoy,
benefit from, participate in, appreciate, or understand. We don’t
because the lifeguards around us are restrictive career politicians
whose only interest is self-serving their “beautiful imperialist”
objectives, local, regional and global. They keep We the Maids off
the beach so they can retain power at any cost. It doesn’t matter if
they operate in a one-party or a two-party system. Dictators and
presidents both dictate and preside. They and their parties are so
busy politicking to stay in power that they forgot the real interests
and needs of We the People.

Walking on the white sands of Karon beach in Phuket with Austen,
my one-year-old American-Chinese son, on my shoulders, I thor-
oughly relished the cool breeze and warm waves breaking on my
feet. Deep breaths of fresh air cleared the pollution from my American
city lungs. This was reminiscent of times I had with my now grown
children, Alexandra and Jonas, when they were young in San Felipe,
Mexico.

Looking into a cloudless Thai sky enjoying the sight of bare-breasted
American  beachcombers strolling or running through the surf,
I couldn’t help wonder why we can’t clean up the political system
in America so that it is as pristine as the Founding Fathers intended.

“Sir! Where are these women from?” Jessie, Austen’s Filipina nanny,
asked interrupting my daydream as she nodded towards a couple
of well-endowed bare-breasted women holding hands and laughing
as they walked by. “Florida, New Hampshire, Iowa, Washington,
Virginia, all over the States,” I replied as I picked Austen up off
the sand and put him back on my shoulders. It struck me as ironic
that here I was walking on a beach in Thailand with a fully clothed
Filipina whose bare-breasted ancestors had probably been talked
into wearing bras and clothes by the missionary forefathers of these
walking American boobs.

I couldn’t help laugh to myself at the stories I’d heard in Palau
and throughout Micronesia and the Pacific Islands over the years
about the early missionaries who were distracted by their bare-
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breasted congregates. They requested brassieres be sent along with
the bibles “for the native women”. In Hawaii, the religious Puritans
went even further and banned surfing in 1821 because they thought
it was an “immoral sport”. Bras and bibles were eventually distributed
to the island women who were told to wear them to church “out
of respect for God”. When Sunday arrived, the women were still
bare-breasted. They had decided the garments had a better use
as coconut carrier bags. I guess the great-granddaughters of those
missionaries agree.

Why is it when Americans go on vacation, whether it’s the coast
of Spain, the Greek isles, Thailand, Mexico or the Caribbean, in
addition to getting tanned, they live out their drug and sexual fantasies,
screw like wired high bunnies and then go home and act like gabby
Madonnas? What suppresses these natural human desires at home
and allows them to erupt so naturally when away with strangers?
Are they modern day missionaries of American democracy? They
most certainly are democratic equal opportunity representatives.

Tools
When Austen, Jessie and I returned from our stroll on the beach,
my wife Julia and her sister were trying on their newly acquired
bathing attire from their morning shopping expedition. Damn, ladies
look good with clothes on when you’re boobed out!

We ordered room service and I went out on to the balcony to kick
back and absorb some more rays. It was December 22, 1997, the
end of a considerable year.

It had started in snow-covered Lake Tahoe in January where I
went to spend some time with Jonas, my 22-year old U.S. Forest
Service firefighter son. I didn’t see much of him the year before
because every time I was in the U.S. he was off fighting one of
those West Coast fires of 1996. However, with the heavy snowfalls
he had plenty of time on his hands so we decided to get together
and catch up and watch the Super Bowl.

When Jonas decided to become a fireman he found out that,
notwithstanding his scholastic and athletic ability, because he is
a white male without a family tradition of firefighters, he could
not even qualify to take the test because of affirmative action.
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“Dad, how come your generation came up with these laws that
really screw up the system? Why should people be judged or qualify
for positions solely because of their background, race or ethnic
origin rather than their ability?” Now there is an irony and generational
U-turn.

What did happen to “meritocracy” in America? Yet when the
U.S. Forest Service  decided on an “open call” to hire in anticipation
of the upcoming fire season, several thousand people showed up
from all over the country to take the written and physical exams.
He drove overnight to get there, showered and went straight to
the exam hall. He not only made it, but made the top ten! When
he wasn’t fighting fires he was working construction as a finish
carpenter in Tahoe.

The day after the Super Bowl he drove me to the airport in Reno
to catch my connecting flight to San Francisco where I would catch
my flight home to Hong Kong. We didn’t talk much; it was 6:30
am and dark. We had had only a couple of hours of shut-eye. After
watching the Super Bowl, we had eaten a leisurely dinner and spent
the rest of the night talking and playing blackjack. We stopped at
Home Depot in Reno where he got some tools and helped me select
a BBQ to take back to Hong Kong. “Wish I could be there to help
you assemble it,” he said. “Me too, Jonas.” We hugged, kissed and
said our goodbyes. As I watched him drive away in his truck with
its large built-in toolbox it dawned on me that we all have numerous
political tools at our disposal. We just have to know when and where
to use the right one.

Changes and Choices
There I was, on my way from sharing some beers with Jonas to
giving a milk bottle to Austen. What different worlds my sons
grew up in and inhabit. Raising children today is so much tougher
than it used to be. Internet porn sites, hate sites, movies, music
have all changed the world we live in.

Sex and violence are glorified. Janet Jackson’s “Wardrobe Mal-
function” is a millennium reminder. Sex, guns and death images
are a way of life. When it comes to youth sports, parental “sideline
rage” is part of the new dysfunctional “quality family time” in
America. I used to coach Jonas’s AYSO soccer teams. Granted
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I got into some extended discussions with parents, but never
arguments. Watching and listening to some parents when I went
to watch Mike, my six-year-old grand nephew, play soccer in Santa
Monica in 2001 was a real wake up call. Reading about the violence
on America’s playing fields today is disheartening. Four and five-
year-old children watching a father being beaten to death at a hockey
game in Massachusetts. Parents brawling at a T-ball game in Florida
and 12 to 14-year-old football players being poisoned in Las Vegas.

Left to their own devices, children can easily live in isolation with
their computers and televisions. Worrying and feeling guilty about
their parental neglect, getting drowned, shot at school, or sexually
abused.  A 17-year study by Columbia University and Mount Sinai
Medical Center in New York, which started tracking adolescents
and their TV habits back in 1983, concluded that there is a definite
correlation between hours spent watching TV and violent behavior.
The average American child watches 25 hours of television a week,
four more than the average Hong Kong child who, according to
various youth surveys, watches close to three hours of television
a day. Talking, reading and playing games around the family dining
table instead of watching TV in the den can only benefit Americans
in the 21st century.

One in five children who go online regularly has been approached
by strangers for sex at least once! A report by the Crimes Against
Children Research Center at the University of New Hampshire
states that 19 percent of those surveyed said they had received
at least one sexual solicitation in the past year. Only 10 percent
of those solicitations were reported to the police. More depressing,
a majority of children and parents surveyed said they did not know
how to report an incident to authorities. A Pew Internet and American
Life Project found that one in four of the young people reported
being very upset and afraid because of the experience. Neither
the presence of Internet filters nor parental monitoring of children’s
Internet use decreased the likelihood that a child would be sexually
solicited by a stranger online.

Two thirds of American eight to 18-year-olds and one third of two
to seven-year-olds have TVs in their bedroom. Yet only 55 percent
of American parents have rules about TV viewing, according to
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the Institute on Media and the Family. The interaction with other
children takes place primarily in the wired world, not in neighborhood
streets or playgrounds. The knock on the door, the kid on the step
asking, “Can Johnnie come out to play, please?” has almost fallen
back into social history. To help kids build stronger social skills,
parents have to pull the plug on TVs and computers.

One can’t help but notice how the number of children interacting
with one another has changed and decreased. Many are ignorant
of basic social skills. They just don’t know how to interact with
each other. On the other hand, given a world of crack heads, half-
way houses, gang cross-fires and sideline rage and youth sport
poisoning, what parent would happily say to a child “All right,
dear, out you go and play and be back by dinner.”? Children can’t
even play cops and robbers with paper guns in school without
taking a grim trip through the juvenile justice system because of
school zero-tolerance policies.

It used to be a parent only had to limit the number of hours a
child watched TV. Now it’s TV and the computer! It is so easy
for children to become computer-literate activists and socially
withdrawn zombies. The art of conversation, play, and general
community involvement are giving way to computerized body-
pierced, dyed-hair robotics.

The same holds true in Hong Kong. Where young people name
themselves Doctor, Alien and Chlorophyll.  They have tea-colored
hair and speak mouh leih tau (mad slang).  They eat Thousand
Island dressing-flavored pizza and collect Cartier watches and Mao
badges. “Their top hobbies are praising Communist Party leaders
and swapping 18k gold Garfields,” the FCC’s resident satirist, Nury
Vittachi, points out.

Nury’s interview with Professor Felice Lieh-Mak, Hong Kong’s
most famous psychiatrist, is revealing about the similarities between
America and Hong Kong. Her response to one of his questions
was not only an accurate analysis of Hong Kong but of America.
“I think Hong Kong has a self-selecting population.  The people
who have managed to get here are tough, adventurous, freedom-
loving. They stay here because they find it challenging and they
like the fast life.  People who want a slower pace of life leave
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Hong Kong.  So you see the system screens out people who are
not competent to deal with life here.”

Declaration of Independence
Hong Kong was all anyone could talk about in 1997. With the handover
coming up at midnight on June 30, the Event of the Century seemed
to be in every paper, magazine, news program and political
commentary. Everyone seemed to be bitten by the buzz. “Are you
going to stay there after the Chinese take over?” I heard the question
so many times from American inquisitors that my answer became
flippant but designed to elicit peoples’ perceptions of Hong Kong.
“Of course! Why not?” I would respond in an indignant tone. Their
responses generally centered on concerns the Communist Chinese
would deprive people of  democracy, human rights, and religious
freedoms, ruin the economy and the  environment, overturn the simple
flat tax system, and undermine political freedoms.

The last British Governor, Christopher Patten, or “Fatty Patty”,
was a master politician and “spinner”. He convinced the world
that he had brought forth a parliamentary model that the Chinese
would screw up. He was toasted for his courage in Washington
and all European capitals. Indeed, he had brought up a more
representative legislature than had ever been before, even diminishing
his own power. However, it was at a speed beyond all the agreements
the Chinese had been led to expect would be honored so they
did screw it up, like a dirty magazine.

Hong Kong has changed since the handover. But not as Patten
or Fortune magazine predicted. It has changed for the better.  It
is redefining itself and the direction and course it should pursue
in the New World Order. It has more political parties and organizations
than America. Hong Kongers let their government and political
leaders know their true feelings by protesting peacefully by the
hundreds of thousands and making sure that the polls reflect their
true concerns. Hong Kong has limitations on campaign contributions
and a functional Electoral College. Shouldn’t America likewise
be redefining itself in the 21st century?

On the fourteen-hour flights back to Hong Kong I wondered what
real freedoms, economic and political, do people in America really
have?  We live in the most regulated society on earth. Regulations,
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laws and the career politicians and bureaucrats that enforce them,
cover everything from busing, affirmative action, sexual relations,
morals, education, what one can breathe, eat, wear... You can’t
even think about questioning the IRS without being busted. In
Hong Kong taxpayers are on the honor system. How good are
any of the American tax, welfare, education, social, housing, health
care, public transportation systems in comparison to those in Hong
Kong? More significantly, which have the best prospects of getting
better?

We the People have drifted away from the foundations laid down
by our Founding Fathers. “The Magnificent Seven” as Joseph Ellis
describes George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison, Alexander Hamilton, Benjamin Franklin and Aaron Burr
in his book Founding Brothers. We need a new Genesis. A new
Basic Law, just like Hong Kong adopted upon the 1997 handover.
Isn’t it time America goes back to its own Genesis – the Constitution
and Declaration of Independence? Isn’t it time to adopt new Basic
Laws relevant to the 21st century? Time for a Re-Declaration of
Independence. Independence from career politicians. Independence
from their lawyers and lobbyists. Independence from special interest
groups. Independence from overbearing career bureaucrats.

Why continue to live in apathetic denial? We know career politicians
lie and mislead us. They have perverted the language of the Constitution
and Declaration of Independence to serve their selfish interests
while we go about our daily lives doing nothing about it because
we have been conditioned to accept our current state of affairs
as the American way. The eighth report on the Hong Kong transition,
published in the last year of the millennium, by a taskforce headed
by Nebraska Congressman Doug Bereuter, describes the handover
as a success. “Perhaps the most telling indication of the success
of the transition has been its lack of impact on the way of life
of the vast majority of Hong Kong citizens,” Bereuter’s report
concludes. “According to Channel News Asia, some 200,000 people
who had emigrated before the handover have returned to live in
Hong Kong. These people voted with their feet: a vote of confidence
in the territory’s future.” How are Americans going to express
their confidence in the future of America?

Custom Maid For New World Disorder 103



Thanksgiving
Before heading back to Hong Kong, I decided to spend  Thanksgiving
in Los Angeles with my daughter Alexandra, Jonas and their mother
Gail. Gail and I remained good friends after we divorced and we
got together whenever I was in town. We had been married for
25 years but had grown apart and decided it made sense to have
an amicable divorce.

Gail was a second generation Los Angelina. Her grandmother went
to Venice High. A rare phenomenon in LA in the sixties. Probably
even today. That makes Alexandra and Jonas, both born in Los
Angeles, third generation natives.

Driving to dinner from the airport I thought about a joke my partner
Bob Alter told me a week earlier at Martha’s Vineyard. “A lady
moved here when she was six and died in her nineties. At her
funeral, a couple of local early childhood friends on the Vineyard
remarked: ‘Great gal. Pity she wasn’t a native!’” The joke holds
true in every community. People always question “non-natives”.

Alexandra was sitting next to her cousin Noah, who worked as a
cook in Colorado. His mom Sharon, Gail’s sister, is also a great
cook. She had worked with Gail at her restaurant Scratch and helped
create some of the signature dishes. Noah had been around good
cooking his whole life. “Do you and Noah get into any arguments
over recipes?” I asked Sharon. “Some of our biggest arguments
are on the phone arguing about what ingredients should go into
a pasta,” Sharon responded. “We agree on the pasta, tomatoes and
basic condiments but then he wants to add all these weird Chinese
and oriental herbs and spices.” “But that’s how cuisines are developed!
” Noah interupted. “Yeah, you know you’re right!” I answered. “Even
Naomi Campbell is an eighth Chinese spice.”

America needs to add more Chinese herbs and spices! Starting
with Denny’s and going on to Congress. America’s fast food culture
has evolved to instant everything. Americans have lost patience
and the essence of life. They have stopped smelling the roses and
spices. Stopped smelling the lovely aromas of homemade turkey
stuffing.

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday, thanks to the Pilgrims
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who survived their first harsh winter in Massachusetts and celebrated
the first Thanksgiving in 1621. They set aside time to give thanks
for their bountiful harvest and to live in peace with their Native–
American neighbors in the Land of the Free. A land where they could
live and worship freely. In his Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1789
George Washington urged Americans to give thanks “for the peaceable
and rational manner in which we have been able to establish
constitutions of government for our safety and happiness.” He also
asked them to beseech the “Lord and Ruler of Nations” to “render
our National Government of wise, just and constitutional laws,
discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed...”

Turkey has been a mainstay of Thanksgiving dinners from the
very beginning. But the modern bird, like Americans, is much
different than its earlier ancestors. Earlier turkeys were naturally
smaller and more wiry, and they had less breast meat than today’s
birds, which have been bred to satisfy American preferences for
white meat. Today’s male turkeys, like many leading American
politicians, are so top-heavy that many can’t fly or even walk without
toppling over, and most are incapable of mating. Was it not for
artificial insemination, the species would be extinct.

That over-sized Americans can enjoy their Thanksgiving turkeys
while the issue of plump chads and gun control is debated by career
politicians and the “Supremes” is a reminder how far America
has drifted from the political foundations laid by the Founding
Fathers.

Thanksgiving is similar to the Chinese tradition of celebtrating
the Mid-Autumn, or harvest, Festival. Families get together and
give thanks and celebrate their “bountiful harvest” and prosperity.
Thanksgiving, like the Mid-Autumn Festival, is a time to reflect.
Both are openly celebrated in Hong Kong, along with Ramadan
which also falls around the same time of year.

Restless Nouvelle-Americans
Jonas and his girlfriend Katie came over to say goodbye. I had
met Katie earlier in the year. Katie was a beautiful Latina. Funny,
I thought to myself. I was born to Russian parents in England
and in every country I lived in while growing up, I was a cultural
outcast. A chameleon mut. A “TCK” – Third Culture Kid – a term
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being popularized for those children of executives, diplomats, aid
workers, journalists and military families who spend a significant
portion of their upbringing living outside the country that issues
their passport. One U.S. survey indicates that these accidental
expatriates change locales an average of nine times before they
reach adulthood. There are nearly a quarter million American citizens
of school age in foreign countries.

There are more people of employable age working outside their
home countries than ever before. Sociologists have been studying
the phenomenon. Richard Alba, professor of sociology at New
York State University in Albany, says the disorientation felt by
returnees is very common. “There’s a lot of literature on what
happens to people when they go back home. It shows that the
immigration experience really changes people, and that it makes
it difficult for them to go back home. They find that they just
don’t fit in to their home society,” he says.

“The Puerto Ricans, for instance, have a word for those countrymen
who return after having lived in New York and have trouble settling
back in – they are called ‘Nuyoricans’. It’s common for people
to immigrate and say ‘I’m only here temporarily,’ then never go
home.”

U.S.-born Greta Goetz has found re-establishing ties and a settled
life in New York difficult after her experience living in Hong Kong.
“On arriving in America this past time I was bitterly disappointed
and extremely ‘Hong Kong sick’,” says 24-year-old Goetz. “The
people were coarse and gone were fishing villages I would love
to go to in the outlying islands of Hong Kong to relax. I also
missed the numerous small shrines that can be seen everywhere
in Hong Kong.

“America felt so unspiritualized and the culture seemed somewhat
contrived – even with its air of ‘being developed’.”

Goetz  had been moved to Hong Kong at the age of three with
her family from the U.S. She returned to Hong Kong as a young
adult because she missed it too much. She worked as a journalist
for a period, then went back to New York to pick up on her studies
again.
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I can relate. New York is the most fused ethnic global city in our
globalized world. New York is a condensed microcosm of America.
A place where the great talents of the world arrive brimming with
“grand ideas and outsize ambition”. Whatever happens in New
York usually impacts America and the world. The September 11
attack on the World Trade Center affected families throughout America
and the world. The families of the pilots, crew, passengers and
victims in the Twin Towers. Even the families of the hijackers.
Thousands of sons and daughters of small knit families throughout
America – and more than 80 other countries – lost their lives.
Tragedy caused people to unite globally. A local New York disaster
became an international trauma. New York, like America, is populated
by the sons and daughters of people who surrendered their homes
and crossed a terrifying ocean to reach a rugged and inhospitable
frontier in order to escape religious persecution and to seek religious
freedom. There are more Jews in New York City than in Israel!

E.B. White, a New York native and author of Charlotte’s Web and
Stuart Little, gave the everlasting definition of New Yorkers. The
city of the immigrant who “came to New York in quest of something...
Commuters give the city its tidal restlessness; natives give it solidity
and continuity; but the settlers give it passion,” he wrote. A city
with  Muslim bagel sellers praying at 4:30 am, substituting a piece
of carboard box for a carpet before they start selling bagels and
other baked goods to fellow New Yorkers, next to fancy stretch
limousines with sleeping Asian drivers across from the multi-racial
homeless bundled in the doorways of fancy buildings is what makes
New York the unique city it is.

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton used the theme during her
successful New York Senate campaign. “What’s so great about
being a New Yorker or defining a New Yorker is that New York
has always been a magnet for people from literally all over the
world. People are drawn to New York because this is the place
that you can stake your claim, you can build a future, you can
dream your dreams.” All Americans dream. Shaquille O’Neal dreams
of Anna Kornakova for a birthday present.
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Diversity and Misunderstanding
Paul Randt and his experiences are a good example of global American
babies living cultural contradictions. He was born in the U.S. but
has spent most of his thirteen years in Hong Kong. “Back in the
States,” he jokes, “the only thing I’ve been called is a weirdo from
Hong Kong.” But the eighth grader’s musings echo those of his
Internet counterparts. “Home is where I happen to be,” he says,
adding that he prefers to tell children in the U.S. that he’s from
Ohio – both to fit in and to discourage the usual set of ignorant
inquiries. “People want to know if I’ve ever tried ice cream or
been to the movies,” he says of peers with whom he clearly feels
out of synch. “Kids back home always tell me that I look for cars
down the wrong side of the road. But I know there is no wrong
side of the road.” I can relate because it has happened to me on
more than one occasion. I always seem to be on the wrong side
of the road.

California and New York have the two largest Asian populations
in America. The Chinese-Americans represent the largest grouping.
In tight elections, such as the last presidential election of the 20th
century, they, like their Latino and African-American counterparts,
can make a difference. In California, Silicon Valley is the place
to view a microcosm of America’s  “majority minority” makeup.
Whites make up 49.9 percent of the population while Hispanics,
Asians, Pacific Islanders and African- Americans make up the balance.
Democrat Mike Honda, a Japanese-American who was interned
in a Japanese concentration camp in America as a child during
World War II, won the hotly contested 15th Congressional District
in the 2000 election. This microcosm mirrors the makeup of California,
the state with the most electoral votes. On a statewide scale, the
2000 census showed that 47 percent of the state’s 33.9 million
inhabitants were white, 32 percent were Hispanic, 11 percent were
Asian and seven percent African-American. This cultural mix
accounts for the world’s sixth largest economy.

Similar cultural mixes hold true for Hawaii, New Mexico and
Washington DC! Florida and Texas are close behind.  Yet the governors
of these states, and most other states, are lily white. There are
no African-Americans. New Mexico’s Bill Richardson was the
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sole Hispanic governor at the turn of the century. Washington State’s
Governor, Gary Locke, is the nation’s first Chinese-American
governor. His mother is from Hong Kong.

The San Fernando Valley in Los Angeles County is the West Coast
equivalent of New York. One third of the population is foreign-
born and nearly 40 percent is Latino. It is a place where Ukrainian-
Americans, Cambodian-Americans, African-Americans and Arme-
nian-Americans have one thing in common. They all speak Spanish
by necessity in order to do business the capitalistic American way.
Latinos outpace blacks as the nation’s largest minority population.
They are an integral part of the Spanish Roman Catholic West,
just as Europeans are an integral part of the Dutch British Christian
Judeo West, and all of us have a bit of Genghis Khan’s “Tartar-
Mongol yoke”, according to DNA findings. Genghis Khan’s Golden
Horde planted their seeds widely and indiscriminately. Most Asians,
Europeans and Americans are genetically connected to the Mongols.
Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jews and Muslims.

By 2020 the number of people of Asian descent will double from
10 million to 20 million. By 2050 whites will make up a slim
majority of 53 percent.  Cultural “code switching” is not limited
to the ghetto. The millennium ended with America having its first
female Secretary of State. The 21st century started with the first
African-American Secretary of State, Chinese-American Secretary
of Labor and Japanese-American Secretary of Transportation. The
George Dubya appointments at the dawn of the 21st century resulted
in the most diverse cabinet in U.S. history and represent modern-
day America.

A new study of census data shows that the number of immigrants
living in the United States has almost tripled since 1970, rising
from 9.6 million to 26.3 million, far outpacing the growth of the
native-born population. The latest estimates from both the U.S.
Census Bureau and the Department of Planning suggest that sometime
in 2001, four out of 10 New Yorkers were foreign-born, the highest
figure since 1910.

In 1860 there were only three census categories: white, black and
“quadroon”. In 2000 there are 30! Asian to Other Pacific Islander.
There are 11 subcategories under “Hispanic ethnicity”. The categories
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today accurately reflect what America has always been.

Saint Augustine in Florida is a great place to eat and visit when
tired of Mickey and Minnie. It is the oldest city in America. Founded
in 1513 by Spanish explorer Ponce de Leon, the Spanish built
a wall in 1672 to stop the British, who had torched the city five
times, from doing it again.

Take the oldest Spanish-built city in America and add to that the
theory that the Chinese beat Columbus to America by 72 years
and also circumnavigated the globe a century before the Magellan
voyage, as retired British Royal Navy submarine commander and
navigation expert Gavin Menzies claims. This raises the prospect
that the white European history of America is suspect.  In the early
15th century China was the world’s greatest naval power. Chinese
Admiral Zheng He is believed to have taken his fleet of large
ships through the Indian Ocean to Africa, Europe and America.
Pre-Columbian maps show the results of  Zheng’s voyage. Ancient
Chinese artifacts found in the Americas and the remains of gigantic
wrecks of ships that only the Chinese built in Australian and Caribbean
waters lend credible support to the theory.

Standing in the “United States Citizens” immigration line whenever
I return to America, I can’t help notice how WASPs have become
a minority. Even from Europe! When it comes to entry points
from Latin America or the Asia Pacific region they are so insignificant
that they are barely noticeable. Forgetaboutit! Doing so at the Tom
Bradley International airport in Los Angeles, named after the city’s
first African-American mayor, really brings the point home. The
same goes at New York’s JFK. One hears every language except
English. Queens, the borough where JFK is located, is home to
167 nationalities and 116 languages. It is the world’s most diverse
county. It even has its own Chinatown. At the dawn of the 20th
century New York had one Chinatown in lower Manhattan. At
the dawn of the 21st century it has four! There are two more in
Brooklyn.

The United States welcomes more than 900,000 legal immigrants
annually. Immigrants make up 11 percent of America’s population,
the largest share since the 1930s, and nearly one in five Americans
does not speak English at home.
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The Stars and Stripes no longer represents just the colonies and
states. It represents the different divisive cultures that make up
America.

Diverse and Divided
The political see-saw state of Florida brought America’s changing
political and racial landscape and antiquated political system to
the world’s attention in the Gore-Bush election. It also highlighted
the fact that culturally and politically the United States is anything
but united. It is One Country with Several Cultures. A country split
asunder by cultural divides. A new contemporary civil war is looming
on the horizon because of the racial and cultural divides fuelled
by the ongoing feuds in Washington. One that makes Hong Kong’s
“One Country, Two Systems” look very progressive. White Southern
social conservative good ole boys, African-Americans, immigrants
from the Caribbean, South and Central America and the Middle
East. Osama bin-Laden disciples training in simulators how to crash
jet liners into buildings. American retirees from the North East.
All  have contributed to today’s political reality in the Democratic
and Republican duopoly. It reflects the national duopolistic bipartisan
anarchy. The political system the two parties have created doesn’t
give We The People much choice. Bush and Gore “were political
equivalents of genetically modified food. Both men were devoid
of any natural ingredients,” Thomas Friedman pointedly observes.
Their mutual admiration society imposed by the events of September
11 was nothing short of self-serving nausea.

The U.S. civil rights commission concluded the Florida election
was tainted by “injustice, ineptitude and inefficiency”. The report
goes on to say: “Despite the closeness of the election, it was widespread
voter disenfranchisement and not the dead-heat contest that was
the extraordinary feature in the Florida election.” Racism denied
many African-Americans and Hispanics their constitutional right
to vote. There weren’t enough ballots...The vote was both “confusing”
and “illegal” with many questionable practices. The Reverend Jessie
Jackson said it best. “For democracy to be credible and free, it
must be open and fair,” he said. “We take that message to Asia,
to Africa, to Europe and to the entire world.”

How diverse and divided is America as it enters the 21st century?
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It’s clearly divided. Is a new cultural and political civil war looming
on the horizon?

Jeff Yang, the Chinese-American publisher and founder of A.
Magazine: Inside Asian America, says, “I am an Asian seed sown
and sprouted in American soil.  I grew up eating rice in a white-
bread neighborhood...I have spent a great deal of my life answering
questions about my cultural legacy, from those for whom Asia
is still an exotic mystery provoking fascination or disgust.”

We non-Japanese-Americans can’t really imagine how our interned
neighbors felt when they were herded into concentration camps
just because of their heritage and race. However, it was a common
feature of all the East Asia territories that the Japanese overran
that Japanese residents had been spies. This was especially true
of Hong Kong residents.

It was doubly so for Arab-Americans, Muslims and Christians,
after September 11. Jeff Yang recalls a conversation with his mother
when he was eight years old and abused by local bullies. “‘Mom’,
I sobbed, ‘why do we have to be different?’ ‘Don’t worry,’ she
said. ‘In America, everyone is different’.” Yang’s Thanksgiving
was also different, “We'’d have roast turkey stuffed with sticky
rice, water chestnuts and black mushrooms.”

“Are you in the Chinese Air Force?” asked an elegantly dressed
lady sitting next to U.S. Air Force Captain Ted W. Lieu. He was
wearing his blue U.S. Air Force uniform, complete with captain’s
bars, military insignia and medals.

“Most of the discrimination I have encountered centered on the
view that I am not a part of this great nation, even though I grew
up in Ohio, graduated from law school in the District of Columbia
and received my commission in the U.S. Air Force in 1991.”
Nevertheless his Chinese features made him suspect and un-
American.

Caroline Hwang summed up the emotional confusion American
children of immigrants experience: “They do not see that I straddle
two cultures, nor that I feel displaced in the only country I know.
I identify with Americans, but Americans do not identify with me.
I’ve never known what it’s like to belong to a community – neither
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one at large, nor of an extended family. I know more about Europe
than the continent my ancestors unmistakably come from. I sometimes
wonder if I would be a happier person had my parents stayed in
Korea...”

Congressman David Wu, the first Chinese-American elected to
the House of Representatives, was denied entry to the Department
of Energy by security guards who demanded to know if he was
an American citizen. His congressional identity card made no
difference to the guards. What Congressman Wu found most upsetting
was that he had been invited to speak at the department’s celebration
of Asian American Heritage month, but was only allowed in when
his hosts vouched for him.

Wang Zhizhi, the first Chinese NBA player, has been referred to
by radio personalities as a “Chinaman”. His fellow countryman
Zeng Zhe, a qualified emergency medical technician, who was
on his way to work when the bombers hit the Twin Towers, gave
his life to rescue Americans from the burning inferno even though
he was not a citizen. In recognition of his bravery New York State
authorities granted permission to drape Zeng’s coffin in a U.S.
flag prior to his cremation.

How will NBA giant Yao Ming be referred to by sport commentators
in the 21st century? The jolly “Ching Chong” yellow giant? From
basketball to politics, Chinese and Asian-Americans are taking
America by storm

“It’s time we were treated as first-class citizens,” said Shanghai-
born physics professor S. B. Woo, the former deputy governor
of Delaware. Any wonder there are now over 250,000 Asian-
Americans hooked up by e-mail to a cyberspace action group formed
to lobby career politicians? Chinese form the largest segment of
the Asian population in the U.S., accounting for about 23 percent
of the total. There are over 11 million Asian-Americans. Over 60
percent of them are switched on and connected and communicating
with each other on the Internet.

The only way racism against Asian-Americans can be defeated
is through communication, education and reviewing the revisionist
history of America. One of the most rabid U.S. institutional examples

Custom Maid For New World Disorder 113



of racism towards Japanese-Americans culminated  in the trial
of Iva Toguri, aka “Tokyo Rose”. Iva was born in California and
became stranded in Japan after traveling there to visit a sick aunt
just before the December 7, 1941, bombing of Pearl Harbor. Iva
refused to renounce her U.S. citizenship and took up odd jobs
to make ends meet. One odd job was as a typist at radio Tokyo
where she was ordered to work as a radio announcer on the program
Zero Hour. The show was produced by Major Charles Cousens,
an Australian prisoner of war who after threats had consented to
broadcast for the Japanese, but was surreptitiously trying to sabotage
the country’s propaganda effort. He had selected Iva for two reasons:
she stood on the Allies’ side, and had a “gin fog” voice. Iva was
one of many Japanese-American women broadcasters. The others
had all renounced their U.S. citizenship and never returned to America.
When she returned to America after the war she was tried for treason
on trumped-up charges, fabricated evidence, lying witnesses and
found guilty and sent to jail. She later received a presidential pardon
for a crime she never committed but was convicted for solely because
she was an easy Japanese-American  target for America’s racism.

Let us remind ourselves of the Japanese-American soldiers of the
442nd infantry battalion, the most highly decorated combat unit
in World War II, who gave their blood to America while their
families were kept in American internment camps. Let’s also
remember that the army Chief of Staff at the dawn of the new
millennium was of Japanese-American descent. General Eric K.
Shinseki received the appointment while many cities in California
still had laws on their books from 1943 questioning the loyalty
of Japanese-Americans after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and
opposing their release from internment camps. The city of Upland
was prompted by the release of the movie Pearl Harbor to rescind
the law and alerted other cities to check their records and do the
same. They did this in 2001, only months before September 11.

General Shinseki, in the tradition of the Japanese-American soldiers
of the 442nd infantry, bravely questioned and challenged Defense
Secretary Rumsfeld and the George W administration on their
conclusion on the number of troops that would be needed in Iraq
to win the war and the peace. His correct analysis was rejected
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to the dismay and tears of the hundreds of American families whose
brave sons died in vain in Iraq.

American insensitivity to fellow non-European-Americans is best
exemplified by the continued use by America’s sports teams of
European-American racist descriptions of Native-Americans.
“Redskins”, “Braves”... America’s racist lack of sensitivity towards
Native-Americans whose country was taken away from them by
force is going to be a 21st century issue that can no longer be
avoided. The 21st century Colorado intramural basketball team,
the “Fightin’ Whities”, are a millennium reminder.

American Prejudices
The bustling streets of New York’s Chinatown were among the
neighborhoods worst hit by the economic slump that followed the
September 11 attack on the World Trade Center. More than 8,
000 jobs – almost a quarter of all jobs in Chinatown – were lost
and over 24,000 were disrupted or dislocated. Wages fell by 50
percent. The two biggest employers, the garment industry and the
tourist-dependent shops and restaurants, saw business drop by as
much as 70 percent. Yet Chinatown was initially ignored when
the federal government gave $20 billion to New York for
redevelopment. It took local politicians several months to attract
government attention to their plight.

One in four Americans holds “very negative attitudes” towards
Americans of Chinese ancestry, and one third questions their loyalty
to the United States, according to a nationwide poll completed
in the opening segment of the 21st century. One in four Americans
is opposed to intermarriage with a Chinese-American. Twenty-
three percent are uncomfortable with the idea of voting for an
Asian-American candidate for president, compared with 15 percent
uncomfortable with voting for a black candidate, 14 percent for
a woman candidate and 11 percent for a Jewish candidate.

Thirty-four percent said Chinese-Americans have too much influence
in the U.S. technology sector. Almost the same proportion, 32 percent,
said Chinese-Americans are more loyal to China than to the United
States.

“Chinese are cockroaches” is a common racist slur Chinese-Ameri-
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cans endure. People are encouraged by white racists “to get them
where it hurts, rip them off, spit on them, flip them off, anything,
but do something...demand that they either get a Green Card or
go back from wherever they crawled out.”  Words that are echoed
by Argentinians and Indonesians who attacked Chinese and looted
their stores when Argentina and Indonesia faced a financial and
political crisis at the dawn of the 21st century. Any wonder  Chinese-
Americans don’t trust mainstream American media that don’t report
these repeated incidents?

Chinese-Americans have been called “chink” and “coolie” since
they first started arriving in America to build the railroads and
work the gold mines. This only got worse during the Communist
Red Scare of the fifties that linked “Red Communist China” and
its Chinese-American children in America. Chinese in America
were subjected to the same witch-hunts African-Americans, Japa-
nese-Americans and more recently Arab-Americans have
experienced. During the 1950s, the U.S. Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service invoked the almost forgotten Exclusion Act of
the 1880s that prevented Chinese immigrants from becoming
U.S. citizens. Chinese who sent money home to Red Communist
China to support their families were suspected of supporting
communism. Not very different to what Arab-Americans who send
money to support their families have been subjected to since September
11. They are suspected of supporting terrorism.

Asian-Americans are experiencing the same discrimination that
African, Arab, Indian, Italian, Irish and Latino-Americans
experienced. America’s racist roots were really brought home after
September 11. Arab and Muslim Americans were subjected to the
same violent racist discrimination expressed towards other non-
European white Protestants. Thank God for the post 9/11 Arab,
Iranian, Muslim and Indian comics in New York City and throughout
America that perpetuate their multi-ethnic comic forerunners that
make racial profiling the depressingly funny stand-up comedy that
is America. The racist killings of Muslims and Sikhs, mistaken
for Muslims, after September 11 were just a 21st century reminder
of America’s racist foundation stone.
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Gullible Misled Media
Most of the media were a total lap dog to President Bush and
the American Congress not only after September 11, but also over
the Cox report on China’s spying capabilities.

U.S. investigators targeted the physicist Wen Ho Lee as an espionage
suspect largely because he is Chinese-American. They did not have
a “shred of evidence” that he leaked nuclear secrets to China, according
to the former chief of counter-intelligence at Los Alamos National
Laboratory. Racial profiling at its racist best. FBI agent Robert
Messemer admitted he gave false testimony that was the basis
for which Lee was arrested and placed in solitary confinement.
U.S. prosecutors claimed he might have been planning to pad his
resume rather than spy.

Dan Stober of the San Jose Mercury News and Ian Hoffman of
the Albuquerque Journal co-wrote A Convenient Spy to point out
how the case was driven by Notra Trulock, the chief of intelligence
and counter-intelligence for the Department of Energy’s nuclear
laboratories and factories. His flawed logic and open racism were
unchallenged or questioned until it was too late. Sinophobia abetted
by numerous politicians, Democrats and Republicans alike, and
by key elements of the news media, which rather than challenging
the charges, added to the atmosphere, forgetting that in such times
their role is not to perpetuate a particular spin but to defend civil
liberties.

Breaking a long public silence, Robert Vrooman also said he does
not believe that China obtained top-secret information about U.S.
nuclear warheads from Los Alamos or any other laboratory belonging
to the Department of Energy. The stolen data could have come from
documents distributed to “hundreds of locations throughout the
U.S. government” as well as from private defense contractors.

“This case was screwed up because there was nothing there – it
was built on thin air,” said Vrooman, a former CIA operations
officer. The affidavits of Charles Washington and Vrooman
concluded: “If Dr Lee had not been initially targeted because of
his race...he may very well have been treated administratively like
others who had allegedly mishandled classified information.” Why
wasn’t former CIA Director John M. Deutch arrested and confined
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in solitary confinement for downloading national defense data on
to an unclassified computer? Shouldn’t he also be required to plead
guilty to a felony? Lee had to plead guilty to a charge of downloading
classified information on to his computer. He was charged with
59 felonies! He was never charged with espionage! Judge James
A. Parker who heard the case is right when he said the case “embarrassed
this entire nation”.

Edward Curran, a longtime FBI official serving in the Energy
Department’s top anti-espionage post, accused congressional critics,
especially Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence,
Richard Shelby, Republican of Alabama, of failing to attend briefings
on some of “our most sensitive” counter-intelligence cases. He
was also accused of failing to respond to a report in 1997 that
contained 26 recommendations for security improvements prompted
by reports of spying by China at the labs. “His staff wouldn’t even
accept our briefings,” Curran said.  They would “get up and walk
away”.

When China released American spies Li Shaomin and Gao Zhan
a lot quicker than America released Wen Ho Lee, an imaginary
spy for China, the media failed to point out the ironic comparisons
and contradictions in justice systems.

According to a team of foreign policy analysts at Stanford University,
the Cox Report was misleading, inaccurate and damaging to Sino-
U.S. relations.

The FBI investigators in New Mexico told their headquarters the
same thing. This information became public just before Senator
Arlen Specter, Republican of Pennsylvania, was to begin hearings.
He dismissed the FBI doubts and proceeded while Lee continued
to languish in solitary confinement. This is America? The American
public perception is that Lee is guilty. Why? The American public
is simply instructed that he is. After all, he is only a Chinaman.
That was what happened with Julius Rosenberg. He was a Jew.
Jews were suspected of being Communist sympathizers. Why wasn’t
Deutch, the former CIA chief who couldn’t find his computer disks,
treated with the same disrespect?

John Barrett, a former U.S. prosecutor who teaches law at Saint
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John’s University, said: “Wen Ho Lee now stands in the place
of every defendant who claims to be wrongly charged or wrongly
overcharged. That’s a good climate for a defense attorney and an
unfortunate one for the country.”

Zhao Qizheng, an official Chinese spokesman, said that the power,
weight, dimensions and other details of the seven types of U.S.
nuclear weapons that China was alleged to have stolen were openly
published in the United States. They are available on the Internet.

As John Pike, an expert on the Chinese military at the Federation
of American Scientists in Washington, notes, “It’s far from
demonstrable that China has acquired anything of material
significance.”

Even where China obviously stole highly sensitive information,
it is far from clear whether it could be used. China’s indigenous
nuclear weapons industry uses computers that are largely incom-
patible with those in U.S. weapons labs.

The double – make it triple – irony here was demonstrated when
the U.S. State Department charged Hughes Electronics and Boeing
Satellite Systems with illegally sharing sensitive space technology
with China in the 1990s that may have helped Beijing fine-tune
its missiles. The media didn’t give that story half the play Dr.
Lee received because Hughes and Boeing had high-priced spin-
doctors that Lee couldn’t afford. A year earlier, Loral Space &
Communications agreed to pay $14 million in fines to settle charges
that it had provided sensitive information to Beijing. Loral neither
admitted or denied wrongdoing but agreed to pay the penalty and
spend $6 million a year over seven years to improve its compliance
procedures. In other words, U.S. companies that are known to have
given sensitive rocket and missile technology to China merely pay
a fine. Their executives get off scot-free while Dr. Lee spends
time in jail just because he is Chinese.

The same happened to Muslim cleric Captain James Yee. He was
accused of espionage, arrested and kept in solitary confinement
23 hours a day. He was then released and re-assigned without
being charged for espionage. He was charged with adultery and
storing pornographic material on his computer.
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“A cookbook does not make a great chef,” notes Pike. The U.S.
government disagrees. Danny Stillman, who once directed intel-
ligence at the Los Alamos nuclear laboratory and worked there for
28 years before retiring, was barred from publishing his book Inside
China’s Nuclear Weapons Program, because he concludes that China
made its nuclear breakthroughs on its own. This is contrary to the
U.S. accusations that China stole American secrets. Stillman contends
the government blocked publication for political reasons rather than
national security. In other words, the government wants to maintain
its misleading spin.

As columnist Flora Lewis says, “Mr. Cox’s paranoia is epitomized
by his peculiar accusation that Hong Kong is China’s high-tech
spy and smuggling capital. ‘Hong Kong is the whole ball
game’,”according to Cox.

Hong Kong hotly disputes those charges, and contends that its
own export controls are tougher than those of the United States.
The sanctity of its border is central to the terms under which the
British territory was returned to Beijing’s rule. Hong Kong customs
officials periodically seize Soviet-era weapons bound for China.

Edward Yau, a top Hong Kong trade official, called the accusations
“unfounded” and “utterly absurd”. The U.S. Bureau of Export
Administration, the Commerce Department division in charge of
enforcing U.S. export controls, argues China’s critics have gone
too far in trying to implicate Hong Kong in the espionage scandal.
After all, once you’ve purchased the commodity there are a thousand
ways of getting it into China, North Korea being the most obvious.
Hong Kong is old hat.

Some powerful Americans are striving to make China an active
enemy that looms as an imminent military threat. In reality, China
is not now, and is unlikely to be, a credible threat to the United
States or even to its allies in Asia for some time to come.

Nonetheless, many professional “strategic thinkers”, deprived of
their reason for being by the lack of a major enemy such as the
former Soviet Union, have cast China in that menacing role, regardless
of what Asian specialists might say, and regardless of obvious
reality. Career politicians like Cox and his spin-doctors are one
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example of the many racist misperceptions created at taxpayer
expense that are widely disseminated by the unsuspecting media.

Labor Secretary Elaine Chao was subjected to similar yellow
journalism and outbreak of “yellow fever” in The New Republic
magazine and the Courier-Journal newspaper of Louisville. Her
Chinese background and Chinese connections to Jiang Zemin and
other Chinese leaders were portrayed as undermining America’s
foreign policy. Her husband Senator Mitch McConnell was char-
acterized as a disloyal American for accepting campaign contributions
from the U.S.-China Business Council. “The U.S.-China Business
Council is made up of mainstream American businesses, such as
Coca-Cola, Levi, Mary Kay and Sara Lee. What could be more
American and less communist than Coca-Cola, blue jeans, make-
up and apple pie?” the Senator asked. “Even if one assumes all
of the...facts are true, they have demonstrated nothing more than,
at best, a naked political vendetta and subtle racism,” McConnell
said in defense of his wife.

Why didn’t the media give as much coverage to the U.S. government’s
attempt to suppress the book written by retired U.S. scientist Danny
Stillman? He made nine trips to China between 1990 and 1999
to visit secret Chinese nuclear weapons facilities and held extensive
authorized discussions with Chinese scientists and generals. Is it
because Stillman said he believed the Chinese nuclear program
made important advances without resorting to espionage?

Why didn’t the media also give reasonable coverage to Professor
Yang Fujia, the first Chinese nuclear physicist to become the
Chancellor at Nottingham University in England? Professor Yang
was the director of the Shanghai Institute of Nuclear Research
at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and an academic of
international standing. Is it possible that such stories would create
a positive image of Chinese nuclear physicists that would not be
in the interest of career politicians and their spin-doctors?

Is it any wonder then that ethnic minorities in America do not
trust mainstream media because of their perceived bias? Contrary
to popular media spins, America is not a melting pot. It is made
up of islands of ethnic communities that turn to their ethnic media
for reliable reporting.
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Civil Rights
America has racist roots because some of America’s Founding
Fathers were slave owners and they accepted slavery as a state
right to be administered as each state saw fit. Nevertheless, the
principles and moral standards they adopted in America’s founding
documents uphold the rights and liberties of all. It just takes a
long time to implement because We the Apathetic People don’t
care.

The state’s rights doctrine survived the Civil War. The abolition
of slavery at the end of the Civil War did not provide freedom
to free African-Americans. Slavery was replaced by sharecropping
and segregation. In theory they  were to share in the profits of
the crops they raised. The 1896 United States Supreme Court case
of Plessy v Ferguson legalized the southern practice of imposing
second class citizenship on emancipated slaves “denying them basic
civil rights and barring social interaction with whites.”  This was
nothing less than South African-style apartheid legalized by the
Supreme Court.

The only good thing to come out of segregation was The Harlem
Globetrotters formed in 1927. Generations of African-American
men, whose team was formed because of and against racial
segregation, turned out to be one of America’s greatest symbols
of freedom, expression and  self-realization. The Globetrotters have
played in 117 countries, entertaining over 120 million people.

The Democratic “Dixiecrats” dominated Southern politics after
the Civil War until the 1940s. They were first challenged by President
Franklin Roosevelt in the 1938 Democratic primaries. He wanted
to purge them from the U.S. Senate because of their repeated success
at challenging or blocking his economic and social reforms whenever
they joined forces with their Republican colleagues.

Disenfranchised freed slaves and their descendants in the Southern
states of America started gaining their civil rights in 1948 after
President Harry S. Truman decided to take an active stand against
the lynching of blacks and the hijacking of civil rights by establishing
the President’s Committee on Civil Rights. The Committee’s
manifesto, To Secure These Rights, was released by the White House
in October, 1947. The committee called for an immediate end to
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any form of legal segregation, recommended the passing of an
anti-lynching law and federal action to curb police brutality. It
called for the repeal of the poll tax and the elimination of discriminatory
voter registration requirements and numerous other practices, as
Harry S. Ashmore, a Southern-born and raised journalist in his
brilliantly researched and written book, Civil Rights and Wrongs,
explains as he walks the reader through the history of the civil
rights movement.

The civil rights legislation and movement matured and was brought
to public conscience in the 1960s by Martin Luther King and President
Lyndon Johnson. Television, the new mass medium, played a critical
role in waking America and the world up to the segregation practiced
in the Southern States after the 1954 Supreme Court decision of
Brown v Board of Education ended segregation in public education.

Civil Rights observer and scholar Harry S. Ashmore accurately
concludes, “In the early days of the Kennedy administration the
return of activist government to Washington served to re-energize
the Democratic organizations in the great cities – which included
the black political leadership. This had the effect of containing
the spread of the Muslim and Black Nationalist movements among
rank-and-file blacks.”

Five days after the John Fitzgerald Kennedy funeral, Lyndon Johnson
went before a joint session of Congress to declare: “No memorial
oration or eulogy could more eloquently honor President Kennedy’s
memory than the earliest possible passage of the civil rights bill
for which he fought so long. We have talked long enough in this
country about equal rights. We have talked for 100 years or more.
It is time now to write the next chapter – and to write it in the
books of law.”

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was passed in the Senate by a vote
of 73 to 27 after 115 amendments were defeated on the floor.
The U.S. Justice Department was empowered to initiate class-action
suits and became the principal means of ending discrimination
in housing, employment and public accommodations.

Johnson, who then went on to declare and launch his War on Poverty,
brought America back to the ideals and principles of the Founding
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Fathers. He reversed the discriminatory practices of two centuries
in a couple of years. He took the Truman theme of To Secure
These Rights and added his spin of To Fulfill These Rights.

The “long hot summers” that started with the Watts riots in 1964,
the year I arrived in America, fused with the violence of the jungles
of Vietnam where a disproportionate number of African-Americans
were fighting and dying. Martin Luther King made the connection
between the streets of the black ghetto and the jungles. “I criticize
America because I love her, and I want to see her standing as
a moral example to the world,” he said. But that was not possible
while she continued to wage war that “exacerbated hatred between
continents, and worse still, between races.”

I was in agricultural high school in Israel in the early sixties driving
tractors and addicted to the music and moves of the delivery truck
driver Elvis. I went to Elvis movies dressed like the King and
Elvis parties to show off his sexy moves and my white shoes.
His songs and moves hit me like a lightning bolt. The rebellious
mixture of country, gospel and blues brought black America into
the white mainstream and the world to America. Elvis was the
embodiment of the post-World War II American dream and the
civil rights era of the early sixties. This was one of the many magnets
that drew me to America in 1964.

Racial Profiling
Americans were sensitized to America’s insensitivity and racist
underbelly after the air-borne bombings of the World Trade Center
and Pentagon. American-Arabs, Muslims and Indian Sikhs were
subjected to unnecessary racist violence, abuse and profiling.

I encountered it first hand when sitting next to a beautiful woman
dressed in black in a bar in Grand Central Station in New York.
Black hair, black top, black jeans, white face. Born and raised
in America to a Moroccan father and Algerian mother. “You’re
an Aaraab! I’ll be damned,” said the man sitting on her other side
as he picked up his drink and walked away in disgust. It turned
out he was a co-worker she had known casually for a couple of
years because they took the same train home. She was visibly
hurt and worried. I put my hand on her arm and told her not to
worry and that I’d escort her to her train.
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The Daily Californian, published in the birthplace of the Free Speech
Movement, ran an editorial cartoon that depicted two bearded men
in turbans and long robes, standing in the devil’s hand with a flight
manual at their feet. They are in hell, though they believe they
are in heaven. “We have made it to paradise!” one exclaims to
the other. “Now we will meet Allah, and be fed grapes, and be
serviced by 70 virgin women, and...” Students protested claiming
the cartoon encouraged violence against Arab-Americans and is
tantamount to hate speech.

Three Middle Eastern-looking men were denied permission to board
a Northwest Airlines flight after several passengers complained
about their presence. An Arab-American member of President Bush’s
personal Secret Service team was denied access to an American
Airlines flight after the pilot questioned the validity of the agent’s
credentials. All the pilot had to do was to check with the Secret
Service as the agent suggested. Bassem Youssef, a U.S. citizen
of Egyptian descent, the FBI’s top Arab agent, has sued the agency
for discrimination, claiming he was excluded from September 11
investigations and denied promotions because of his ethnicity.  Mr.
Youssef is the only FBI agent able to conduct polygraph tests in
Arabic. He was also prevented from serving as a translator when
an Arabic speaker walked into an FBI field office claiming to have
information about Osama bin-Laden’s al-Qaeda network. The man
left the office and stopped co-operating with the FBI. Is this any
way to encourage Americans with Middle Eastern backgrounds
to come forward and work as analysts and translators in the war
on terror?

African-Americans and Hispanic-Americans who understand and
have been subjected to racial profiling themselves admitted to doing
what they despised being done to them.

During World War I, Dachshunds and German Shepherd dogs were
kicked and abused because of their German names. In fact German
Shepherds got renamed Alsatians to avoid such abuses. It’s a good
thing that the smallest animal with the word Arab in it is a horse.
It can probably do more damage kicking than a racist provocateur.

“Think what it really means,” said Nadeem Salem, a second-
generation American who leads the Association of Arab-Americans
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in Toledo, Ohio. “People’s civil liberties are being tarnished,
compromised. That’s not what this country is all about.” A CNN/
USA Today/Gallup poll taken a few days after the attacks showed
that Americans were supporting special measures intended for those
of Arab descent.

Louisiana Congressman John Cooksey said during a radio interview,
“If I see someone that comes in that has a diaper on his head
and a fan belt wrapped around the diaper on his head, that guy
needs to be pulled over and checked.” He later apologized but
added the war on terrorism can’t be won “if we have to stop every
five minutes to make sure we’re being politically correct.” A career
politician elected to represent We the People! His conduct and
behavior fly in the face of what America is. A diverse nation made
strong because of the diversity of its citizens.

Watching Rageh Omar, pronounced “Ragee Omar”, the BBC
correspondent covering the Iraq War from Baghdad on the big
screen TVs at the FCC Main Bar, generated many periodic reminders
of the Congressman’s diaper remark. What were his parents thinking?
Naturally, they got culturally confused. I can relate. Immigrants
and fans of Johnny Cash’s “A Boy Named Sue” which was humorously
harmonized by intoxicated journos frustrated they couldn’t be there
with their embedded “glassmates”.

During World War II Native-Americans were used to transmit
messages in their native tongues which no Japanese or German
code breaker could break. They had no one who spoke Cherokee,
Sioux or any other language spoken by Native-Americans. Today
America finds itself facing the same problem its World War II
enemies did. Arab-Americans are not queuing up to volunteer to
help America fight the war on terrorism because of the racism
they have encountered. With all the raids, detentions, denial of
constitutional rights is it any wonder America is the loser?

More than 270 violent incidents against Arab-Americans were
reported in the aftermath of September 11, including five murders.
Over 1,000 complaints were filed by Muslims with the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission alleging workplace bias in
the first 18 months following 9/11, double the previous 18 months
prior to 9/11. Allah only knows how many incidents were not reported.
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These incidents took place while the victims’ children, brothers,
sisters and neighbors serve in the U.S. military and are on the
war front fighting Muslim terrorists. Sound familiar? Sound
American? When are We going to learn? Why should any American
be subjected to racial profiling or fear and hatred from fellow
Americans in the 21st century?

Arabs in general, not just Arab-Americans or Muslims, admire
and respect America. Rami Khouri, an American-educated journalist
from Jordan and a senior analyst with the International Crisis Group,
says: “Arabs love American culture, the rocket to the moon,
technology, fast cars. They love going to America. Now they feel
like jilted lovers.”

Racism and racial profiling pushes its angry victims to extremes
as Robin Reid, father of the “shoe bomber”, explains. “I became
a Muslim because I was fed up with racial discrimination,” Reid
told reporters. “I suffered in the streets, even though I was born
in London. About 10 years ago, I met up with Richard after not
seeing him for a few years. He was a little downhearted. I suggested
to him, ‘Why don’t you become a Muslim; They treated me all
right.’

“I don’t feel guilty about encouraging him to be a Muslim because
the sort of Islam I encountered wasn’t about blowing up planes
– it was about loving mankind.” Any wonder Islam is the fastest
growing religion in America?

If we continue to act out of hate, rage and react to abominable
acts in the 21st century as we have, rather than carefully think
of the cause and reasons, we all lose. If we just hate, instead of
learn, teach and feed, We and our children lose.

SARS
Our children and the magnitude of our loss, personal and economic
loss, were brought home during the SARS pandemic. Airlines,
hotels, retail establishments and business in general suffered globally.
So did our children. The Chinese, American, Eurasian, European
and South Asian students from mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan
and Singapore were banned from schools or quarantined and thus
prevented from attending classes out of fear that they may be infected
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with SARS. Unfortunately, the SARS virus highlighted how easily
the fear of a disease can generate into racist antipathy toward Asian
people and their business establishments, especially restaurants,
whether they are in Hong Kong, New York, London, Montreal,
Sydney or Paris. The fact that a New York or London Chinese
restaurateur is third generation local and never been to Asia is
irrelevant. The reality is our ingrained subconscious racist con-
ditioning by historic prejudices perpetuated by the political-bu-
reaucratic establishment and media makes us instinctively become
racists. I was stunned. Concerts and conventions were cancelled
in China and Hong Kong. International conventions banned people
from the mainland, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore from attending.

I can relate. People did the same to me when they knew or heard
I was from Hong Kong during the SARS pandemic. No one wanted
to see me, have me stay with them or even talk to me on the
phone! I felt like an isolated Eurasian Arab leper. And I’m not
even Asian-looking. I can only imagine how much worse Asians
felt.

The SARS fear and blanket ban and boycott of Asians are blatant
racist discrimination under the guise of prudent and cautious health
concerns. I do not want to in any way minimize the health issues
and concerns which I will shortly address. However, the fact is
that SARS was not an airborne pandemic and fewer people died
of SARS than people who died of pneumonia, car accidents, common
colds, alcoholism, flu, smoking, TB and of course wars!

Anti-Chinese propaganda under the guise of health concerns is
nothing new. In 1875, the American Medical Association sponsored
a study to investigate assertions that Chinese women were spreading
a unique, “Chinese” strain of syphilis. Though the study found
no evidence to support the claim, one medical publication, The
Medico-Literary Journal, nevertheless accused the Chinese of
“infusing a poison in the Anglo-Saxon blood”.

The American press fanned the flames by portraying the Chinese
as an insanitary and dangerous race. An editorial in The Santa
Cruz Sentinel in 1879, for example, described the Chinese as “half-
human, half-devil, rat-eating, rag-wearing, law-ignoring, Christian-
civilization-hating, opium smoking, labor-degrading, entrail-suck-
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ing Celestials.” The Dutch Flat Forum, another California paper,
echoed the anti-Chinese racism. “Women of California,” it asked,
“why do you persist in having your dirty linen fouled by unclean
hands, under the pretense of having it cleansed? Do you not know
that (in these exciting times when the Chinese are losing employment,
and naturally mad at the white race) you are taking desperate chances
of having disease introduced among us that will render desolate
our firesides? And in fact we don’t know but that the diseases
among our children during the past year, which have baffled the
skill of our most eminent physicians, and depopulated many
households, have emanated from the Chinese.”

In 1910 the Federal government set up a special immigration center
exclusively for Chinese at Angel Island in San Francisco Bay.
The site was the former quarantine station that fumigated foreign
ships and inspected passengers for signs of contagious diseases.
Officials claimed that the physical isolation would stop the epidemics
that they had been led to believe were "prevalent among aliens
from Oriental countries”.

The most severe example of medical panic transforming itself
into racial prejudice took place in 1899, when bubonic plague
broke out in Hawaii. Though the disease struck whites as well
as Chinese, the local board of health focused its efforts on the
Chinese alone, placing them under quarantine, preventing them
from traveling to the continental United States and burning down
parts of Honolulu’s Chinatown. In 1900, San Francisco followed
Hawaii’s example, closing Chinatown businesses, forcing Chinese
residents to submit to inoculation and cordoning off the neigh-
borhood with a nine-foot fence – a quarantine that a federal court
later ruled unconstitutional.

Iris Chang, author of The Chinese in America: A Narrative History,
reminds us that “suspicion of Chinese-Americans has waxed and
waned over the 20th century, but it has never completely gone
away. It is no wonder, then, that given this not-so-distant history,
Chinese-Americans are uneasy about the way in which people have
responded to the threat of SARS. While we are right to expect
the government to take all necessary steps to slow the spread of
the disease, we are also right to demand more careful reasoning
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from American institutions.”

Racism
Racism is a reality in America. The 2002 Academy Awards when
Halle Berry became the first African-American woman to win the
golden Oscar statuette was a prime time media reminder. On the
same night Denzel Washington received an Oscar that was nearly
40 years overdue – almost four decades had passed since Sidney
Poitier was honored for Lilies of the Field in 1964. All the major
media outlets were quick to trumpet these victories while reminding
us that African-Americans are running major Fortune 100 companies
as well as winning Oscars. That doesn’t negate the fact that racism
is still alive and prospering in America today. Jeffrey Sterling,
a former CIA agent, is suing the agency for racism and says other
black case officers shared his feelings about discrimination but
were afraid to speak up. When he was denied an assignment he
was trained for he was told by his white supervisor, “You kind
of stick out as a big black guy,” Sterling recalled. “I said, ‘When
did you realize I was black?’”

Racism is not just a white-black issue but a Jewish, Muslim and
Asian, especially Chinese, issue as well. By 2020, Asians are projected
to make up six percent of the nation’s population. Incidents of
racism are on the rise. Holy racist wars and shootings are still
with us. Look at what happened to Yoon Won Joon, a Korean
doctoral student who was killed by a white supremacist who fired
into a group of people leaving the Korean United Methodist Church
in Bloomington, Indiana, over the 4th of July weekend.

A black man was also apparently killed by the same gunman, and
seven people – including six Orthodox Jews and a second person
of Asian descent – were wounded in separate drive-by shootings.
“For us, we don’t know who is racist and who is not,” said Hwang
Hye Joung, a secretary who studied English in America. “That’s
why it’s hard for us to get close to foreigners.”

“Whenever we went to bookstores, we were constantly watched by
the shop owner,” said Jung Min Ah, 24, who visited America for
a year to study and travel.  “We never knew if it was because we
were Korean or Asian, but it was so unpleasant, in the end we had
to leave the store.  We told the owner we were not thieves.” During
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the 1992 Los Angeles riots some 2,000 Korean-owned businesses
were burned and looted.

Before he killed himself, Benjamin Nathaniel Smith also murdered
a black man out jogging with his children.  Elizabeth Sahr, a former
girlfriend of Smith’s, told the University of Illinois’ student newspaper
that “this is his Independence Day from the government, from
everything.  He is not going to stop until he is shot dead.”

Racists are not all white. Racism is not monopolized by whites.
In fact the number of black racists is growing thanks to Louis
Farrakhan, leader of the Nation of Islam, for whom the white man
is a “devil by nature.”

White separatist Buford Furrow shot six-year-old Jewish children
in a day care center in Los Angeles as “a wake up call for America
to kill Jew!” An hour later he killed Joseph Ileto, an American-
Filipino postman, as an expression of his hatred for the Federal
Government and to make sure his prejudices had a clean sweep.

Considering the number of crazed locals rattling around LA with
loaded guns, that must have been one heap of hate.

Modern anti-Semitism can be traced to 1449 when the city council
of Toledo in Spain decreed no Jewish converts to Christianity could
hold public office. Jews became defined not by religion but by
blood. The Crusades, Inquisition and finally the fusion of anti-
modernism by the Catholic Church, racism and anti-Semitism resulted
in Adolf Hitler. “He was as much a creature of the racist, secular,
colonizing empire builders who preceded him on the world stage
as he was of the religion into which he was born, and which he
parodied. But in truth, the racist colonizers, before advancing behind
the standards of nations and companies, had marched behind the
cross,” James Carroll reminds us in his book Constantine’s Sword
The Church And The Jews: A History. Hitler, like many of his
generation, believed that imperialism was a biologically necessary
process which, according to the laws of nature, led to the inevitable
destruction of the lower races. He merely practiced what Darwin
preached. In The Descent of Man, Darwin wrote, “The civilized
races of man will almost certainly exterminate and replace throughout
the world the savage races.”
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Hatred of immigrants is a form of racism. Immigrants are constantly
the targets of racist attacks and harassment. Immigrants are the
recipients of a double-barreled racist shotgun. They usually leave
their country of birth because of racism and then face it again
in their adopted country. America is home base for immigrants
fleeing racism and has a duty to prevent the racism to which they
are subjected. But that is why they marry inter-racially.

Mixed Marriages-Racial Choice?
Inter-marriage is on the rise. There were some 1.3 million such
unions in 2000, and the numbers are likely to roughly double in
each decade of the 21st century. Yet for more than 100 years between
1862 and 1965, White Americans were prohibited from marrying
Asian immigrants. The prohibition is still in effect today in the
states of Florida and New Mexico.

About one in six Asian-Americans is married to an Asian of a
different ethnic background. About 40 percent of Asian-Americans
and six percent of African-Americans had married white Americans
at the dawn of the 21st century. Latinos are inter-marrying in similar
numbers. “Because we’re a society obsessed with race, inter-ethnic
marriages fall under a cloak of invisibility,” says demographer
Larry Shinagawa. “Let’s face it. After the third generation they
are all Americanized,” says Song Tsai, whose Chinese-American
daughter married a Japanese-American.

Scientists who study the human genome say that race is mostly
a bogus distinction reflecting very little genetic difference, making
up perhaps one-hundredth of one percent of our DNA. Skin color
differences are recent, arising over only the last 100,000 years
or so, a twinkling of an evolutionary eye. That is too short a period
for substantial genetic differences to emerge, and so there is perhaps
10 times more genetic difference within a race than there is between
races. An important fact for racist career politicians, religious leaders
and their spin doctors to keep in mind as they campaign in the
21st century.

Making a political issue of the “mongrelization” of America only
breeds pit bulls. The pressure of being a mixed-race kid in a hostile
environment was brought home by Richard Reid, the “shoe bomber”.
It does not have to be that way. It was really hammered home

132     Peter G. de Krassel



at the FCC Main Bar when I realized on one of my frequent sojourns
that I was surrounded by mixed-marriage couples. Dr. Feng Chi
Shun, a prominent local physician, was with his blonde white-
skinned Canadian wife Cathy. Neil, a WASP technology editor
of the leading English language daily, was with his dark brown
Latina-Filipina wife, Lucy. Larry, a light brown Sri Lankan banker
with a top international bank, was with his Chinese wife, Caroline.
Michael, a bald headed Aryan German reinsurance broker, was
with his Sri Lankan wife, Atasha, and Peter Makant, an Englishman
with a U.S. bank, was with his Filipina wife, Puri. Sitting across
from us was Hugh Van Es, a white Dutch photographer, with his
Chinese wife, Annie. The color blind mixed bag of religions
harmoniously discussing the political repercussions of a war on
Iraq over whiskies, martinis and champagne was a refreshing reminder
of how easy it is to relieve pressure from mixed-race children.
Pictures of mixed-race children and grandchildren were proudly
shared and giggled over.

I shook my head and gulped my drink at the thought of how prevalent
mixed marriages are as I walked over to a nearby table where
Philip Curlewis and Ben Pasco were seated to discuss our upcoming
business trip to China – two other half-breeds whose fathers were
English. Phil’s mother is Chinese and Ben’s Burmese.

Culture is a human evolutionary process that evolves naturally.
Emotionally, consciously and unconsciously. Race and religion
mix just like the blood of mixed marriages and make Americans
what they are today. A multi-layered nationality. Mixed marriages,
religious as well as cultural, make for interesting American holidays.
Menorahs, Christmas trees and references to Kwanzaa and “Feliz
Hanukah”.

Foreign-born Asians and Hispanics “have higher rates of inter-
marriage than do U.S.-born whites and blacks.” Probably because
they are “exotically” better looking. By the third generation, one
third of Hispanic women are married to non-Hispanics, and 41
percent of Asian-American women are married to non-Asians,
Gregory Rodriguez reports in an article written for the National
Immigration Forum. Rodriguez notes that children in remote villages
around the world are fans of Arnold Schwarzenegger and Garth
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Brooks, yet “some Americans fear that immigrants living within
the United States remain somehow immune to the nation’s assimilative
power.”

The new figures dramatically affirm that America is going through
a remarkable transformation in just a generation, one that will reshape
its demographics and social landscape for years to come. As a
percentage of the population, immigrants now account for nearly
one in ten residents.

During the last census of the last century people could choose
from six racial categories, which created a matrix of 63 possible
racial choices, compared to five a decade earlier. The results show
that more Americans than anticipated belong to more than one
race.

We must all build together to achieve our full human potential.
Build on the traditional foundations laid by our Founding Fathers.
By adding on the layers of values of every ethnic group to the
American foundation, America can only grow stronger.

Even America’s National Pastime is heavily sprinkled with ball
players from Asia and Latin America. Rookie of the year 2001
Ichiro Suzuki, as well as Hideo Nomo, Hideki Irabu, Hideki Matsui,
Masato Yoshi, Chan Ho Park, Byung Hyun Kim, Masanori Murakami,
Sammy Sosa... Over 40 percent of the 70,000 players under contract
in American professional baseball are foreign born. The same holds
true in the NBA. In 2003 there were 73 players from 33 countries.

America welcomes 100,000 refugees a year. Over 650,000 immigrate
legally each year. It is estimated there are over five million illegal
immigrants in America today. Half of all immigrants are also Spanish-
speaking – 27 percent coming from Mexico alone. Most of these
Latinos are descendants of native aboriginal Indians brutalized and
forcibly converted to Catholicism. California, New York and Florida
have all seen enormous increases in their Hispanic communities.
In fact, the Hispanics outnumber blacks as the largest minority
group in America. They make up 13 percent of the U.S. population.
Any wonder the most popular name for boys in California and
Texas is Jose and that tabasco now outsells catsup in America?
The Hispanic population of America grew by 60 percent in the
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last decade of the millennium. They are already shaping pop culture
and presidential politics.  The Latin wave will change how the
country looks – and how it looks at itself. Hopefully, it won’t
reflect Los Simpsons, the most popular English-language show
among Hispanic households.

In the first major city election of the 21st century, Antonio Villaraigosa
almost became the first Hispanic-American mayor of Los Angeles,
America’s second largest city, since the 19th century. LA’s myth
of golden blondes frolicking in the Golden State’s surf has been
replaced by beautiful Chinese-Latinas. Miss Hawaii, Angela Perez
Baraquio, who became Miss America 2001, is of Philippine ancestry.
She was the first Asian-American to be crowned Miss America.
Miss California, Rita Ng, was the first runner-up. Both are rep-
resentative of the 21st century American beauty.

George P. Bush, son of George W.’s brother, Florida Governor
Jeb and his Mexican wife, Columba Garnica, tried to get Republicans
to understand this at their opening convention of the millennium.
“You see, I am American, but like many, I come from a diverse
background. And I'm proud of it.”

It is little wonder that Latin pop is riding the wave of success
and welcoming the new millennium. Latin pop draws different
cultures, it also has the power to bring people together. “Latino
people have a golden key in their hands, a common treasure,”
says Colombian-born pop-rocker Shakira.  “That treasure is fusion.
The fusion of rhythms, the fusion of ideas.  We Latinos are a race
of fusion, and that is the music we make.  And so at the dawn
of a new millennium, when everything is said and done, what
could possibly happen besides a fusion?”

Puerto Rico, the former Spanish colony and American appendage,
is where it all started.  Here, in an island inhabited by the descendants
of black slaves and Spanish conquistadors, cultures have collided,
rhythms intermingled and salsa emerged, inspired by Africa and
Europe and New York City. A typical New World Order recipe.

As the recent genome study revealed, there is no scientific basis
for categorizing humankind according to racial differences. It is
therefore up to We the People to work on creating racial and ethnic

Custom Maid For New World Disorder 135



harmony in the 21st century. Fairness, equanimity, civil liberties
and social justice are universal values embedded in the U.S.
Constitution.

Unjust Bust Because of Race
In the mid-1980s America apologized to Japanese-Americans for
their internment and unfair treatment during World War II. Congress
and federal courts reversed earlier convictions of those imprisoned.
However, what is disturbing is the U.S. Supreme Court’s language
justifying such incarceration. The court justified such arrests and
convictions on the basis that “residents having ethnic affiliations
with an invading enemy may be a greater source of danger than
those of a different ancestry.”

In another Supreme Court decision, Justice Robert H. Jackson
dissented and argued that such an opinion has far more far-reaching
consequences. “A military order, however unconstitutional, is not
apt to last longer than the military emergency...But once a judicial
opinion rationalizes such an order to show that it conforms to the
Constitution, or rather rationalizes the Constitution to show that
the Constitution sanctions such an order, the Court for all time
has validated” that rationalizing principle. And that “principle then
lies about like a loaded weapon ready for the hand of any authority
that can bring forward a plausible claim of an urgent need.”

Justice Jackson reminded us that the federal judiciary has always
been reluctant to restrain executive branch excess: “If the people
ever let command of the war power fall into irresponsible and
unscrupulous hands, the courts wield no power equal to its restraint.
The chief restraint upon those who command the physical forces
of the country, in the future as in the past, must be their responsibility
to the political judgments of their contemporaries and to the moral
judgments of history.”

Thirty years later, Jackson’s argument was validated by the post-
humous confession of the man who, as governor of California,
had been, in the words of his biographer, “the most visible and
effective force behind the internment of Japanese-Americans: the
legendary Chief Justice Earl Warren.” Warren professed himself
“conscience-stricken” about his role as chief jailer. “It was wrong
to react so impulsively, without positive evidence of disloyalty,
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even though we felt we had a good motive in the security of our
state,” he wrote in his memoirs. “It demonstrates the cruelty of
war when fear, get-tough military psychology, propaganda, and
racial antagonism combine with one’s responsibility for public
security to produce such acts.” I had the privilege of meeting Chief
Justice Warren when he spoke at the law school I attended where
he made similar remarks during the Vietnam War.

District Judge Marilyn Hall Patel, writing in 1984 when the case
was reopened, agreed with Justice Jackson and Chief Justice Warren
that the legal legacy of the Japanese internment reached beyond
racism and illuminated a greater danger: “It stands as a caution
that in times of distress the shield of military necessity and national
security must not be used to protect governmental actions from
close scrutiny and accountability. It stands as a caution that in
times of international hostility and antagonisms our institutions,
legislative, executive and judicial, must be prepared to exercise
their authority to protect all citizens from the petty fears and prejudices
that are so easily aroused.” Let We the Apathetic Maids not forget
these judicial warnings while Arab-Americans suffer the same fate
as we move on into the 21st century. We must sweep these repeatedly
hijacked powers away from the career politicians’ corner and get
them back in ours.

American Flag
The American flag ties and unites Americans’ constitutional beliefs
and convictions. A symbol of equal rights and justice for all under
the law, it stands for the fulfilment of the American dream and
the honoring of our ideals.  It is a cultural icon that forever baffles
cultural and political prognosticators. The baby blanket that wrapped
the newborn child of the mixed marriage between the native-American
model of confederation and the European enlightenment named
America. Stars were added as the child grew. It remains the primary
symbol of democracy for all Americans regardless of their color,
sex or religion. A democratic cloak that is today primarily manu-
factured in China. Patriotic Americans attack China and Chinese
for being Communist, yet the flags they fly on their front porches
and cars, like the flag lapel pins and the Fourth of July fireworks,
are increasingly made in China.

Custom Maid For New World Disorder 137



The flag is a unique American evolutionary art form that acts as
both political bandage and bandana. In time of war it is both and
serves all American communities throughout the world. It has been
waved, burned, worn, flown, torn, spat at and trampled upon, just
as many Americans basic rights protected by the Constitution, the
Bill of Rights and Declaration of Independence have been too.

We the Apathetic People cannot ever forget to be proud of our
Red, White and Blue again. The white stars that represent the states
that created the deep blue federal government where career politicians
bury our hard-earned dollars. The red stripes that represent the
blood spilt by George Washington’s bootless ragged foot soldiers
in the terrible winter of 1777-1778 in the snows of Valley Forge,
represented by the white strips.

In the United States, Americans still raise the flag, but aren’t sure
how to properly salute it, except after a national disaster. September
11 saw America wave its flag patriotically to symbolize union and
determination to fight and win. Since the fall of communism, the
absence of a superpower enemy and the advent of an all-volunteer
military, American’s feelings about their own country have little
to do with battlefields and are no longer so easy to define. Ethnic
groups all have their own political agendas that benefit them or
their countries of origin. Elian Gonzalez and the Cuban-Americans
reminded us of this in the closing year of the millennium. The
bombings of the World Trade Center and Pentagon at the dawn
of the 21st century saw Arab and Muslim Americans isolated and
stigmatized as terrorists and suicide bombers. America’s political
agenda has become complicated by domestic debates about race,
immigration and environmentalism. Kevin Mathey, a 43-year-old
bricklayer and school board member, saw hypocrisies and more
than a little irony in a nation of immigrants slamming the door
shut.

“People came to this country from Europe because of religious
persecution, and now the religious right wants to dictate the way
people should believe,” he said. “And then people want to put
up the gates and fences around our borders,” fearing that an influx
of newcomers will mean native-born Americans will be forced
to do with less.
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The late Theodore H. White wrote: “Americans are held together
only by ideas....” The conservative scholar George Weigel writes:
“The continuity of America is not the continuity of race, tribe or
ethnic group – the continuity of blood, if you will. Rather it adheres
in the continuous process of testing our society against those defining
public norms whose acceptance as defining norms constitutes one
as an American. In other words, American continuity is the continuity
of conviction.” Weigel refers to “the concept of America-as-
experiment”.

Foreign observers have often echoed this American self-definition.
The Austrian visitor Francis Grund wrote in 1837: “An American
does not love his country as a Frenchman loves France, or an
Englishman loves England: America is to him but the physical
means of establishing a moral power... ‘the local habitation’ of
his political doctrines.” Subsequent visitors have agreed. “Every
American is... in his own estimation the apostle of a particular
political creed,” wrote another 19th  century visitor, the British
journalist Alexander Mackay.

“I’d like to name the baby America, but I have to talk to my wife
and parents first,” said an overwhelmed Naim Karaliju, a Kosovan
refugee, of his son born in America less than 24 hours after his
mother arrived from a camp in Macedonia.  A child born on United
States soil is automatically an American citizen.

To be American, according to these diverse observers, is to believe
in a particular political ideology. In the words of Robert Penn
Warren, “to be an American is not...a matter of blood; it is a matter
of an idea – and history is the image of that idea.” “The genius
of this country – which cannot and does not wish to treat its citizens
like plants rooted in its soil – has consisted in a citizenship that
permits reflection on one’s own interest and a calm recognition
that it is satisfied by this regime,” wrote the late Allan Bloom.

According to the editors of The Economist, the U.S., as a non-
national idea state, has the potential to become literally a universal
nation: America is an immigrants’ land, open to anyone of any
race or culture who accepts the ideas of the European Enlightenment
on which it was founded. Provided the ideas remained intact, an
America populated with Martians would still be America.
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“The United States truly has not been like other nations, because
it is not a historical nation by origin. It was not ‘there’. It was
made. It was a construction which rested on certain principles and
beliefs derived from the Scottish and French Enlightenments, and
from the Christian cultures of England and Colonial America,”
says William Pfaff.

The same can be said about Hong Kong. Hong Kong as a foundation
was not a political philosophy but it grew to be an idea, the idea
being that it was better to be there than a lot of other places. In
its proportion it was almost as spectacular an immigration phe-
nomenon as the United States. You could be a suited European
trader or Chinese factory worker and though you couldn’t com-
municate you had one thing in common: Hong Kong was where
you could do your own thing by your own lights.

America is a state of mind. One where all people are created equal.
“Americans” don’t have to be citizens. Pseudo-Americans,
wannabees, are people who identify with, have a link, or are connected
to the American ideal. The dream. The American Spirit. That is
why all “Americans” throughout the world took such great interest
in the debacle of the last American presidential election of the
millennium and such compassionate pain and ethos with the incidents
of September 11. The American presidency, like America, belongs
to all Americans. To We the People. Not to the individual who
holds the office. Is the Home of the Brave turning like its baseball
caps: backwards?

“Americans” wear American fashions and baseball caps, listen to
American music, eat hamburgers and American fast foods for the
same reasons American citizens do when they travel and get food
sick. They hunger and dream of coming to America. The magnified
and glorified American ideal perpetuated by movies and the media
has created “American” addicts. The same culture so many love,
also created the Muslim extremists that want to destroy it.

Arab-Americans worked with Osama bin-Laden to bomb the World
Trade Center and Pentagon, and to blow up the USS Cole. Arab-
Americans also fought with the Taleban against U.S. Special Forces.
Cambodian-Americans attacked the Cambodian Ministry of
Defense, Albanian-Americans fought and died in Kosovo, and various
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other militant groups, sympathetic to other political struggles, have
followed suit throughout the world. They are “Americans” with
American passports. Citizens, yet they are still passionate about
their roots and beliefs.

America was founded as an abstract experiment in political
philosophy. So far it has worked. It is up to We the Maids to make
sure it continues to in the 21st century. We have to sweep out
all the mildew and dust that has covered the American ideals the
Founding Fathers created in the Constitution and the Declaration
of Independence.

Praying Yankees
America is the most progressive all-inclusive civilization known
to humanity. Individuals are free to pursue their original dreams
creatively. It is a nation of cultural contradictions continuously
coming to terms with itself, every race, rap, recipe and religion,
and it continues to recruit. New York City is the recruiting office
that involuntarily assigns newcomers to their battle stations of survival
throughout the Disunited States of Apathy. States that unite in
wars against convenient foreign enemies but remain disunited in
cultural wars on the home front.

“A Prayer for America” in Yankee Stadium in honor of the victims
of September 11 represented what America is all about. Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs, Jews, Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox
Christians, Coptic Christians, Unitarians, Buddhists, Methodists,
Lutherans, Protestants, Calvinists, African, Italian, Latino, Chinese,
Irish, Indian, Arab, Asian, European and Native-Americans all coming
together as the Founding Fathers intended and envisioned.

What do We the Apathetic People do after the fervor of patriotism
and flag-waving fades to sustain that spirit of living patriotic cultural
contradictions together? Patriots who cherish the ideals America
stands for and represents should first and foremost take a careful
look at America, question and debate its shortcomings. A national
self-critical analysis. An honest patriotic dialogue about America’s
ideals and inspirations in the 21st century. Strengths, weaknesses
and necessary improvements.
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Cultural Diversity, Fusion or Graveyard?
A weakness that must be addressed in the 21st century is America’s
shortcomings in speaking and understanding foreign languages.
9/11 highlighted the CIA’s and FBI’s foreign language defects.
Congressional officials expressed concern for years that intelligence
agents do not have nearly enough officers who speak Arabic, Farsi
or Pashto, languages needed to gain reliable information in the
Middle East and South Asia. This critical weakness resulted in
the defective and unreliable information America gathered on Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction program.

As an infant, I grew up in Switzerland tobogganing down the hills
of Bern. Russian and Bern Deutsche became the first languages
I spoke. I cursed my parents every opportunity I had for not continuing
to speak to me in Russian and German while growing up. Any
wonder America is described as a “graveyard” of languages? I
hope all American children of the New World Order keep their
mother tongues. Many don’t and can’t even communicate with
their non-English-speaking parents. There are American families
in which parents and children have not spoken for years. A family
of strangers. Not out of anger but lack of knowledge of a common
language. This is especially the case among Asian-Americans. Many
first generation Asian-American immigrants work so hard that they
never get a chance to learn English or spend the necessary time
with their children. Their children grow up learning English and
thus the barriers go up. The children of today’s immigrants are
losing their parental languages much faster than second-generation
children did a generation ago.

Linguists estimate that in 100 years, fewer than 500 of the world’s
6,000 languages will be in use. The rest will be as dead as Ancient
Greek and Latin. Hopefully it will be a peaceful communicating
world. In 1227, Genghis Khan’s son avenged the death of his father
by ordering the slaying of the Central Asian Tangut people. He
destroyed their culture and their language. Globalization is the
21st century equivalent.  A language is the living tongue of a culture,
tradition and system of beliefs. So, when a language dies so does
the traditional lifestyle and culture it represents.

Chaya Venice is a restaurant near the shores of the Pacific Ocean
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that blends the best of Asia and America. The cuisine is reflective
of this cultural bridge. Nuevo sushi! Much like Baang in Greenwich
and Aspen and Vong in New York and Hong Kong. Restaurants that
have created, in Noah’s words: “Culturally blended cuisines.” How
about individual and institutional blending similar to cuisines? Just
as long, like many unfortunate “fusions,” Afghanistan being a recent
example, it’s not the worst of different worlds, but blending the best
America and beyond have to offer. Take as prime examples, the Tea
House Restaurant in Torrance, California, a Chinese restaurant that
serves up the blues with sweet and sour pork, or Ten Penh, which
stands for 1001 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington DC, which serves
a sake martini served with pickled baby octopus.

Cultural fusion and indoctrination subconsciously affect the way
we all interact with each other, especially when dealing with the
opposite sex.

The fine line between dating and courting, the Anglo-Spanish
definitions of trying to get laid, are examples of how frustrating
the lack of understanding of the other culture can be. It was in
the colonial days and is even more so today in our electronic New
World Disorder.

An FCC bar story that summarizes the cultural differences which
America has to integrate and overcome in the 21st century comes
to mind. On a group of beautiful deserted islands off Thailand,
the following people are stranded:

Two Italian men and one Italian woman;
Two French men and one French woman;
Two German men and one German woman;
Two Greek men and one Greek woman;
Two English men and one English woman;
Two Bulgarian men and one Bulgarian woman;
Two Japanese men and one Japanese woman;
Two Chinese men and one Chinese woman;
Two American men and one American woman;
Two Irish men and one Irish woman.

One month later on these absolutely stunning deserted islands off
Thailand, the following things have occurred:
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One Italian man killed the other Italian man for the Italian woman.

The two French men and the French woman are living happily
together in a menage-a-trois.

The two German men have a strict weekly schedule of alternating
visits with the German woman.

The two Greek men are sleeping with each other and the Greek
woman is cleaning and cooking for them.

The two English men are waiting for someone to introduce them
to the English woman.

The two Bulgarian men took one look at the endless ocean and
another long look at the Bulgarian woman and started swimming.

The two Japanese have faxed Tokyo and are awaiting instructions.

The two Chinese men have set up a pharmacy, liquor store, restaurant,
laundry, and have gotten the woman pregnant in order to supply
employees for their stores.

The two American men are contemplating the virtues of suicide,
because the American woman keeps on complaining about her
body, the true nature of feminism, how she can do everything
they can do, the necessity of fulfillment, the equal division of household
chores, how sand and palm trees make her look fat, how her last
boyfriend respected her opinion and treated her nicer than they
do, and how her relationship with her mother is improving, and
how at least the taxes are low and it isn’t raining.

The two  Irish men divided the island into North and South and
set up a distillery. They do not remember if sex is in the picture
because it gets sort of foggy after the first few liters of coconut
whisky. But they are satisfied because at least the English aren’t
having any fun.

Cultural diversity is not only to be respected, it is to be rejoiced
in. Coming from a reasonably privileged white man, that is probably
easy to say. But how else do we make a decent balance of the
times, whether we are couples, or business people or politicians
trying to cut a deal? Is it the Anglo, the Hispanic, the Chinese
or African-American rules of dating that dictate the night or the
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imperatives of 2000 AD plus? How many couples scream for each
other, how many business people lust for a deal and politicians
scratch themselves raw for an agreement whilst half of the brain
is balancing tribal rules against today’s imperatives?  The Foreign
Corrupt Practice Act is a good example. Who is foreign and who
is corrupt?

The New World Order is no different than the old world order
of Shakespeare’s time. A dark, uncompromising and very modern
view of the world as an irrational place, ruled by violence and
chance, a place in which “it is the clowns who tell the truth.”
Shakespeare’s world, like the New World Order, reflected the decline
in the values and factionization of the aristocracy that lay beneath
the domestic peace of the reigns of Queen Elizabeth I and King
James VI and I.

Bridging the medieval and the modern, the age of Shakespeare
was a time, as Joseph Papp and Elizabeth Kirkland observed in
their 1988 book, Shakespeare Alive!, when “nothing seemed stable
or reliable anymore; the old ways were disappearing fast, and the
search for a fixed point of moral reference was a futile one – everything
depended on your point of view, for as Hamlet says, ‘there is nothing
either good or bad but thinking makes it so’.”

It was an age, in Jan Kott’s words, when people were forced to
grapple with “the divergence between the greatness of the human
mind” and “the frailty of the moral order”, an age of melancholy
and Machiavellianism, an age marked by a taste for violent en-
tertainment and anxiety about the accelerating pace of social and
cultural change. In short, an age oddly similar to the New World
Disorder.

Peter F. Drucker, author, teacher and consultant to global business
and Southern California resident and himself an immigrant, believes
it is the sons and daughters of immigrants who will make the difference
in the 21st century.  He says, “They are hybrids of two cultures,
and they have the energy and determination to show that they can
do better. They are innovative.”

America’s immigrants are like the English-Chinese hybrid rose,
found growing wild on an island in the Indian Ocean two centuries
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ago. Combining the best elements of genera from opposite ends
of the world’s largest land mass, and discovered by a French botanist
under Napoleon, the bloom spawned a breeding revolution in Europe,
opening new possibilities in color, shape, fragrance and vigor. Many
of today’s most beautiful varieties are its descendants. The saga
of the bi-cultural rose species serves as metaphor and inspiration
for a remarkable cross-pollination of cultures and civilizations that
celebrates the meeting of East and West both in America and Hong
Kong. The American bridge that unites Hong Kong and America
is California. The bridge that brings America and China together
is Hong Kong.

Inherent Fear
America’s heritage is deeply rooted in the fear of terror. George
Washington’s Patriots who fought for independence were labeled
terrorists by the British. Many Americans have a family heritage
of fleeing religious or political terror, of having been forced to
live it, “back home” or indeed in America itself from the day America
was discovered. All Americans crave the freedoms America promises.
Including the freedom of fear. The flicker of fear inherent in Americans
was explosively rekindled on September 11. The fear of terror
is one most Americans erase from their memories because of the
erroneous belief and conviction that freedom-loving America is
terror-free. For most Americans, the fear that terrorist violence
could erupt out of nowhere, with no obvious enemy and no certainty
about the day after tomorrow, feels completely new.

Ariel Dorfman, a playwright, essayist and novelist, was forced
to flee his adopted country of Chile after the bloody coup led by
General Augusto Pinochet. “For me, it’s like living it for the second
time,” said Dorfman, who was born in Argentina, fled to New
York with his family and ended up in Chile when Senator Joseph
McCarthy set his sights on Dorfman’s father. He said the attacks
were particularly bizarre because September 11 was the anniversary
of the 1973 coup in Chile which brought Pinochet to power and
resulted in thousands of Chileans being imprisoned, tortured and
killed, and “was, of course, sponsored by the United States”.

Dorfman sees the attacks as a chance for countries to work together.
“I hope Americans realize that this is not unique to them. This
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has been done over and over and over, often with the connivance
of the United States – which in no way justifies the loss of even
one human life,” he said. “Just as fire rains down on our sky,
it rains down on their sky. It’s a common sky.” Just because terrorism
has struck innocent victims in America doesn’t in and of itself
justify the escalation of killing and rushing to war. All war does
is create more terror and fear and create more “collateral damage”
– more innocent victims.

Rejection of Election
Yet the sons and daughters of these immigrants and refugees who
sought a better future for themselves and their children don’t bother
to exercise the rights their forbears fought and died for. Less than
half of eligible Americans vote. That means that America’s demo-
cratically elected president is a minority president. A president
elected by less than 25 percent of the electorate. President George
Dubya Bush was put in the White House to govern We the People
by just 23 percent of eligible voters – and the Supreme Court.
The Federal Election Commission figures show that ballots for
67.5 percent of registered voters were cast in the Bush-Gore
presidential election – which is only 51.3 percent of eligible voters
over 18. There were approximately 204 million eligible voters for
Election 2000. Of these, 63 million were registered Democrats,
47 million were registered Republicans, 32 million were registered
as Independents or with a minor party and over 62 million were
not registered at all.

What is surprising is that the voter “turnout was unexpectedly high
at 51 percent”. There were 99.4 million ballots cast. Now really?
Just because in 1996 “only” 49 percent of the eligible 205 million
Americans voted! Even more surprising is that a poll a month
before Election 2000 found nearly a third of people under 21 who
were eligible to vote couldn’t  name any of the presidential candidates.

Voting seniors outnumber the under 30s by two-to-one. Thus the
issues that dominate political campaigns and Capitol Hill are skewed
in their favor. If current trends continue, the number of people
of 65 and older who vote in midterm elections is likely to exceed
that of young adults by a ratio of four-to-one by 2022. This is
a disturbing statistic because people under 30 outnumber the over
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65s, according to the Census Bureau. Younger voters are just turned
off. Survey after survey only confirms that most young people
cannot relate to any of the mainstream parties or their candidates.
The chasm is expected to expand unless younger voters tune in.

Consequently, voters under 30 are virtually ignored by mainstream
candidates because of the high cost of TV ads. Is this democracy?
“It’s generational profiling,” said Rich Thau, president of Third
Millennium, a non-profit organization that conducted a study named
“Neglection 2000”. Thau’s group is trying to shift politicians’ focus
from “the next election” to “the next generation.” Considering how
much longer the next generation is going to live, this is quite a
challenge since most people are withdrawing from politics and
don’t believe the political system is working. In Britain, a survey
released in 2002 revealed that only two percent of the population
believed the political system worked! Greater numbers now vote
for reality-TV shows. “More people vote in Big Brother than in
many elections. Why? Well, perhaps it’s because when you vote
in Big Brother, you think it will affect the outcome,” said former
Conservative Party chairman Theresa May.

The 21st century promises to be the golden age for both men and
women. The scientific and economic changes in store give us that
ability. Dr. Michio Kaku, a theoretical physicist at the City University
of New York, interviewed more than 150 of the world’s leading
scientists for his authoritative look at the future, Visions: How Science
Will Revolutionize The 21st Century and Beyond. He addresses
menopause: designer oestrogens, bone density, pregnancy, fertility,
depression, brain function, teeth, cancers, sexual health, urinary
incontinence, hair, and longevity. We are going to live longer than
any previous generations. We might as well learn to enjoy the
extra years we are going to gain and make sure we live with a
political system and process that is enjoyable.

Now if doctors can just reverse the aging process!

“I think the life cycle is all backwards. You should die first, get
it out of the way. Then you live in an old age home. You get
kicked out when you’re too young, you get a gold watch and you
go to work. You work forty years until you’re young enough to
enjoy your retirement. You do drugs, alcohol, you party, you get
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ready for high school. You go to grade school, you become a kid,
you play, you have no responsibilities. You become a little baby,
you go back into the womb and spend your last nine months floating...
and you finish off as an orgasm.” A George Carlin fantasy that
We the Maids must keep in mind as we sweep in a political system
that truly belongs to We the People.

People Power is a powerful and effective way to communicate
with career politicians without a shot being fired. Without a person
being killed. Edsa II, or  People Power II in the Philippines, was
a reminder in the opening year of the 21st century. Corrupt career
politicians and their moneyed cronies were swept out by We the
Maids old and young. Honking horns, nationwide strikes, office
and street walkouts, student boycotts, community barricades and
massive rallies and demonstrations by seniors and their children
are more effective than guns. Peaceful, spontaneous, indignant,
united Filipinos protesting, singing, dancing and texting (SMS)
friends to join eventually got the generals, military leadership and
national police to resign from government and join We the People
to force a corrupt president to leave office and his vice president
to be sworn in as president.

Some people argue it was a millennium coup similar to the one
perpetrated by the political and military establishment of its former
colonial parent, America. Two presidents who did not get popularly
elected were sworn in on the same day. Both are children of former
presidents.

Election Day
Every four years Americans, American wannabes and those having
a link and connection to America, get together in a Hong Kong
hotel at “Election Central”  to watch the returns of the presidential
election. Elsewhere, TV monitors are also flickering in clubs and
offices in Hong Kong as millions of eyeballs anxiously await the
returns. The sighs of disbelief at the outcome of the last presidential
election of the 20th century echoed those heard when the American
government shut down in 1995 due to the partisan  civil war and
anarchy created by the Republicans’ “Contract With America”.
Embassies and consulates around the world, including in
Hong Kong, were closed.
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The Americans in Hong Kong mirror their diversity in America,
where European-whites are a minority. The Asian-Americans,
Filipino-Latinos and African-Americans at Election Central, both
men and women, far outnumber European-Americans. They also
reflect their diversity at one of Hong Kong’s social season highlights:
the annual Ivy Ball where graduates of America’s Ivy League
Universities get together to share memories of what America was.
I often wonder what the Founding Fathers would think. After all,
they gave only white male property owners the right to vote. Women
and non-whites who did not own property were denied the right
to vote when the great democracy of America was founded. Americans
forget that although the Declaration of Independence of 1776 declared
that “all men are created equal”, African-Americans gained the
right to vote only in 1870, women in 1920 and Native Americans
in 1948. It wasn’t until the voting age was lowered to eighteen
in 1971 that the right to vote became universal.

Watching the 2000 election returns at the FCC with fellow Americans,
Democrats, Republicans and Independents, we were repeatedly
stunned by the media’s wrong projections. Hearing that Vice President
Al Gore had called to rescind his concession while waiting to hear
him concede left everyone speechless. The Republicans were
gleefully toasting their win when the color of their faces changed
to match that of their wine, whether red or white. But then again,
never in American history has a presidential candidate called to
rescind an earlier concession. The millennium American political
and cultural civil war had reached an abominable high. The eerie
silence was pierced by hundreds simultaneously asking, “What
now?”

A July 2001 study by the California Institute of Technology and
MIT concluded that as many as four to six million votes cast in
the 2000 presidential election may not have been counted. There
are over six million eligible American voters overseas. Many were
disenfranchised when their absentee ballots were discarded because
the ballot envelope was unstamped – due to them being sent by
diplomatic pouch or courier. Many choose not to even bother voting
because of the hassle of identifying the local district where they
last voted and sending in a Federal Post Card Application to register
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and receive an absentee ballot. Each state has different registration
deadlines and notarization requirements. Why can’t American
citizens just go to their embassy or consulate and register to vote
like the Australian and French nationals do?

Election night emphasized the need to adjust and correct the ailing
political American institutions if the country is to effectively confront
the 21st century. The divide and confusion in America were reflected
in the extremes voiced by Americans throughout Hong Kong. The
color maps repeatedly aired showed a country clearly divided.
Politically and culturally. A country spinning in a political simulator
that needed to be reoriented in the right direction. Hong Kong,
the heart of the Orient, naturally comes to mind.

Hong Kong’s “One Country, Two Systems” overshadows its “One
Country, Two Cultures”. Like America, Hong Kong has two cultures.
The Chinese and the non-Chinese. They mirror America’s bifurcated
cultures. Religious rural white and non church-going urban African-
Asian-Latino. Although Hong Kong has the same two cultures
we see in America, in Hong Kong they are much less polarized
and more harmoniously fused. However, like America, the Hong
Kong public are disillusioned with politics and complain that no
political party represents their interests.

Robert Lovett said: “Good judgment is the result of experience.
Experience is the result of bad judgment.” Will We the Apathetic
People develop good judgment – and what forms will it take –
in the new millennium?

Political Schism
Any wonder people have become apathetic and hate politics? In
the 1988 election between Bush Senior and Dukakis, half the voters
didn’t vote, producing the lowest turnout since 1924. Two-thirds
of the voters, according to a New York Times/CBS News poll,
wanted choices other than Dukakis and Bush. At the time it was
the highest level of dissatisfaction with the available choices ever
recorded. Things only got worse as the second millennium came
to a close.

The civil rights movement of the sixties created a religious
conservative backlash that decided to capitalize on the new mass
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medium – television. Pat Robertson and Jerry Falwell led the
charge that created the political schism and apathy that prevail
in America today. Conservatives argue that everything wrong
with America today is because of the permissive sixties and
seventies. The Liberals argue the troubles are due to the selfish
eighties. Both extremes are playing the blame game ad nauseam.
“If conservatives and liberals have trouble facing the future, it
is because doing so will require both to face up to the flaws
in their world views,” E.J. Dionne, Jr. reminds us and the polarized
extremes. “In essence, liberals and conservatives disagree over
what are the most important sins. For conservatives, the sins
that matter are personal irresponsibility, the flight from family
life, sexual permissiveness, the failure of individuals to work
hard. For liberals, the gravest sins are intolerance, a lack of generosity
toward the needy, narrow-mindedness toward social and racial
minorities. Since the 1960s, American politics has been a war
over which set of sins should preoccupy government. Conservatives
preached that the good society would be created if individuals
could be made virtuous. Liberals preached that the good society
would create virtuous individuals,” Dionne observes.

The political schism between black and white America is best
highlighted every four years during the presidential election.  In
the race to the White House, Republicans win the majority of the
white support while the Democrats win the black votes.

Until the 1930s, most blacks voted Republican out of loyalty to
the party that had brought them emancipation. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
New Deal permitted many African-Americans to start voting
Democratic. Jeremy D. Mayer, in his book Running On Race:
Racial Politics in Presidential Campaigns, 1960-2000 addresses
the history and significance of the black-white political schism
in America.

The black vote was up for grabs in the 1960 election between
John F. Kennedy and Richard M. Nixon because both had promised
to improve the lot of African-Americans. However, when Martin
Luther King Jr. was arrested in Georgia, Kennedy telephoned King’s
wife, Coretta, to express sympathy. This calculated gesture motivated
a majority of blacks to vote Democratic. After Lyndon B. Johnson
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signed the 1965 Voting Rights Act the Democrats locked up the
black vote. The result was that both black and white registration
to vote surged. The whites, particularly Southerners, eventually
switched their allegiance to the Republican Party.

The Southern right “combines the political economy of plantation
owners with the fundamental religion of hillbillies,” Michael Lind
points out. “In the 21st century, the right in Texas and the South
remains a museum of 17th and 18th century rural British traditions
that died out long ago in Britain itself and in other parts of the
English-speaking world. The reasons for the persistence of these
archaic, pre-modern British cultural traditions in Southern states
like Texas have been poverty, social conservatism, and the lack
of immigration of the kind which created diverse melting-pot cultures
in other regions of the United States,” Lind astutely reminds us.

When George H.W. Bush won the presidential election in 1988
it was in no small measure due to the millions of dollars spent
by the GOP to make Willie Horton a household name. The racial
overtones of the Horton political commercial of the 1988 campaign
mushroomed through the midterm elections of 1990 and 2002.
Mudslinging has become such a political art form that it is not
done by the candidates but by their parties. The candidates are
aware that voters despise negative advertising and therefore stick
to positive messages. This is the legacy of politics in America
from the sixties. E. J. Dionne Jr., in his incisive book Why Americans
Hate Politics, asks: “A polarized politics that highlights symbolic
issues, short circuits genuine political debate, gives discontent few
real outlets, allows money a paramount role in the electoral process,
and leaves the country alarmed over whether it can maintain its
standard of living. Is it any wonder Americans have come to hate
politics?”

Crushed Majority
“Chinese people face enormous hurdles trying to balance their
duty to the nation and their individual values. Those who toe the
line are crushed to death,” said Gao Xingjian, the Chinese Nobel
laureate. What he said about the Chinese also applies to America.
Apathetic people being crushed because they just toe the line.

America is a misrepresented silent majority that has accepted apathy
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as a cultural imperative. Is this what America’s cultural heritage
is all about?  Hopefully, Norman Lear and David Hayden will
change that dismal statistic with their traveling show based on
the Declaration of Independence, though that looks increasingly
unlikely unless We the Maids sweep in changes to the current system.
These people came to America for real representation, prosperity
and security – not to join a Gadarene rush to vote for human sedatives
like Bush, Gore and Kerry. Dolly Parton summed the “least worst
option” best. “It comes down to a choice between the redneck
and the no-neck.” Or is it stiff neck? Is this democracy? Ralph
Nader said it best when accused of being a spoiler. “You can’t
spoil a system spoiled to the core.” This is not “smash mouth”
politics. This is political reality.

The Dixie Chicks are on the right track working with Rock the
Vote and asking them to send representatives on their “Home”
concert tour to encourage young people to register to vote and
speak up on issues of concern. More artists should do the same
if We the Maids are to sweep in change. Let’s not forget the words
of Thomas Paine: “The cause of America is in great measure the
cause of all mankind.” Today it is an “electoral joke”.

The Florida Tidal Basin legal swamp over which the United States
Supreme Court presided in order to appoint America’s 43rd president
has many precedents on display in Washington DC. They show
what can happen when career politicians and jurists ignore the
plight of We the People. The Hillwood Museum near the National
Zoo, the former home of cereal heiress Marjorie Merriweather
Post, has on display rare Faberge Eggs, a crown worn by Alexandra
during her wedding to Nicholas II and other priceless ceramics,
crystal, portraits and opulent items. They represent the arrogance
of the Czarist regime before it was overthrown by the people.

Dumbarton Oaks in Georgetown, formerly owned by the Robert
Woods Bliss family, houses extensive Byzantine and pre-Columbian
art collections deeded to Harvard University. The pre-Columbian
gold, silver, stone, jade and ceramic pieces are from the Mayan,
Aztec and Olmec cultures.

The pre-Columbian, Byzantine and Czarist empires evaporated
because of their failure to recognize and come to terms with political
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reality. Their presence in Washington is a daily reminder that the
same can and will happen to these “Disunited States” if We the
Maids remain apathetic in the 21st century.

Just like the Oldsmobile, America’s first mass-produced car,
America’s Oldpolitix, the first mass-produced democratic political
model, is no longer functional. We the Apathetic Maids have to
sweep out the old, defective, retread career politicians with their
worn-out labels of liberalism and conservatism and sweep in truth
and reality. This is a political truism. It is inevitable that a country
that tolerates and encourages racial prejudice, hatred of others and
contempt for its political system because it tunes out the voices
of the majority of its citizens while it professes to be open and
democratic will continue to breed countless Timothy McVeighs
and Osama bin-Ladens whose terror tactics will further isolate
Americans in self-defined cocoons of fear in the 21st century.

To overcome this fear We the Apathetic Maids have to sweep in
the constitutional self-evident truths that all men and women are
created equal and that we have nothing to fear but fear itself. Fear,
prejudice and hate can be eradicated if We the People start practicing
what the Founding Fathers preached. Equality, justice, liberty and
freedom for all people and beliefs. We have to acknowledge and
accept our diversity. Knowledge, tolerance and the understanding
of others rid us of insecurity, paranoia and unnecessary aggressive
behavior that more often than not turns deadly.

We the Maids have to sweep in the social activism necessary to
wake up the silent majority required to bring about the necessary
reforms needed to marginalize the ruling extremist tyrants now
shaping our lives and world. We the Maids have to stand up and
be counted to make politics relevant, responsive and fear-free. The
current passionate politics of violent gun law advocated and practiced
by McVeigh, bin-Laden and Bush disciples has to be terminated
if there is to be a New World Order.

Hong Kong Buffet
Back in the hot Thai sun, I continued to daydream on the veranda.
The sound of the sliding door opening and Julia’s voice announcing
that “Austen is asleep and lunch is ready” brought me to my feet.
Auntie Mame was right. “Life is a banquet and most poor sons
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of bitches are starving.”

“Le Chaim – To Life,” Julia toasted as we all got ready to ravage
the food to satisfy the appetite the clean ocean air had re-ignited.
“To new life,” I responded.

It is inevitable that there will be starvation, confusion and ignorance
well into the new century. That I can clink glasses with a fed
family in a beach house in the hot Thai sun whilst children starve
in ghettos in America, Afghanistan and Africa is not going to end
quickly. Nor can I rave against it and stay sane. If our children
peacefully and consciously work to the acceptance of the universality
of people and insist upon it as a foundation of the New World
Order, we may get through the veil of tears. Confucius will help.
Anglo-Saxon Protestantism will help. Muslim charity will help.
Buddhist spirituality will help. Hindu compassion will help and
that mad and wonderful Latino-Filipino Catholicism will help too.
And one place to find reference to all that is in that noisy little
brat – Hong Kong.
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