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Message from the Mayor   

Cardboard Compactor Installed 

Changes have finally come to the cardboard and 

glass collection sites in Hailey.  Decisions were 

made last summer to clean up the cardboard 

recycling program in Hailey, exchanging the 

massive row of constantly overflowing cardboard 

dumpsters with a single cardboard compactor.  The 

compactor was installed last week, and was put into 

operation on February 1, 2022 at the Hailey Park & 

Ride Lot at the corner of River and Bullion Streets. 

The compactor saves money and carbon emissions.   

Residential rates include $2.00 per month for 

cardboard and glass hauling from Hailey to the 

Blaine County Recycling Center, a lower price than 

was in our old rates.   

 

Speaking of rates, the Hailey City Council also 

changed the rate structure to reward recycling in 

other ways.  When customers divert recyclable 

materials from their trash cart to their blue bins 

(paper, plastic, and tin) 

or reduce their trash by 

utilizing the cardboard 

compactor and glass 

dumpster, they may 

save enough space in 

their trash cart to be 

able to order a smaller 

cart.  

These smaller carts are 

less expensive overall 

due to size, and the 

price per gallon is also 

less.  But don’t go too 

small: Clear Creek 

reports that their largest increase in billing is due to 

overflow charges on trash carts stuffed too full.   

Remember, if the trash cart lid is not fully closed, an 

overflow charge will be applied.  Those add up, as 

does the debris pulled out by magpies, crows, 

raccoons, squirrels and dogs.   



 

 

Resiliency 2022                         
 
Low-cost Actions Can Reduce Carbon 
and Change our Footprint 
 

Everyday choices have an impact on sustainability. 

Sustainable living involves practicing a lifestyle that 

uses as minimal natural resources as possible to slow 

climate change and reduce our footprint. How do we 

do this?  It doesn’t have to be massive life changing 

decisions; it’s about being aware of your resource 

consumption.  
 

A simple way to reduce your daily footprint is to 

identify and unplug idle, or always-on electronic 

devices and appliances in your home. Electronics are 

deeply embedded in our culture. On and off do not 

simply mean on and off anymore. Most plugged in 

electronics consume electricity around the clock, 

even when it looks like they’re “off.” Idle electronics 

come at a steep price, both financially and 

environmentally. The Natural Resource Defense 

Council (NRDC) found that: 

 

 Inactive, turned-on electronics translates to $19 

billion a year in energy expenses, averaging $165 

annually per U.S. household – which is equivalent 

to the electricity generated by 50 large fossil fuel 

power plants 

 A quarter of all residential energy consumption is 

used on electronics in idle mode 

 If all homes in the U.S. reduced their idle 

electronic energy consumption, consumers would 

save $8 billion annually on utility bills, avoid 64 

billion kilowatt-hours of electricity use per year, 

and prevent 44 million metric tons of carbon 

dioxide pollution 

 

Low-cost actions can change this! The NRDC has 

developed a step-by-step action guide to help 

consumers identify, measure, and reduce energy 

consumption. Achieving a more sustainable lifestyle 

is not reliant on one large action, it’s the 

accumulation of small everyday actions. Consumers 

are unlikely to change their actions if they are 

uninformed of environmental consequences. Never 

underestimate the power of conversation and its 

ability to spark change. 

 

As a Resiliency Planner, my job is to incorporate 

sustainability initiatives into the Hailey Municipal 

Code. Our Department has recently put forth code 

amendments requiring new residential 

developments of single-family homes and 

townhomes, as well as for substantial remodels, to 

be solar ready and electric vehicle ready by 

requiring infrastructure in place for cost effective 

future installations of solar panels and electric 

vehicle chargers.  

 

We have also drafted a text amendment which 

focuses on the City’s clean energy goals which 

encourage electric utilities and make natural gas 

optional.  

 

With input and expertise from local green builders, 

we are updating the prescriptive list of energy 

conserving techniques which developers and 

property owners must utilize to be compliant with 

code. This new section of code is undergoing a 

complete transformation and will be much more 

expansive to allow for flexibility and innovation in 

code compliance. 

Paige Nied, Resiliency Planner 

 

City Meeting Calendar 

City Council…………………………………….    02/14/2022 

City Council …………………………………...    02/28/2022 

Planning & Zoning ………..……………….    02/07/2022 

Planning & Zoning………………………….    02/22/2022 

Arts & Historic Preservation…………….   02/08/2022 

Library Board………..………………………….   02/15/2022 

Parks & Lands Board..………………….…..   02/23/2022 

Tree Committee ……………….……………..   02/10/2022 

Urban Renewal Agency……………………   02/08/2022 

     All City offices will be closed on February 21st 

   in honor of President’s Day 



 

 

Boards and Commissions    

Leadership Positions Appointed 

• Kaz Thea and Heidi Husbands took oaths of 

office in January, to serve 4-year term 

• Thea was reelected City Council president  

• Nate Hart will continue to represent the City of 

Hailey on the Blaine County Housing Authority 

Board and Councilman Sam Linnet will serve as a 

non-voting, ex-officio member to the board 

• Mayor Martha Burke has replaced Hailey City 

Councilman Juan Martinez as a member of the 

Mountain Rides Transportation Authority Board 

 

• Two eTree Committee positions have been filled 

by incumbent member Katie Van Hess and new 

appointee Kelsey Paxon.   

 

• Susan Giannettino and Frank Rowland were 

reappointed to 3-year terms on the Hailey Arts 

and Historic Preservation Commission; Gwen 

Mesce was reappointed to a 1-year term 

Winter Trail Restrictions    

No Dogs on Uphill Trails in East Hailey 

A No-Dog’s on Uphill Trails restriction was put into 

effect last month, prohibiting dog-walkers from 

engaging in uphill activities in East Hailey, 

specifically at Red Devil/Hangman/Quigley/Cutter 

hillsides and Olympia Gulch immediately East of the 

Woodside neighborhood. The City of Hailey worked 

in conjunction with the BLM Shoshone Field Office 

and Wood River Land Trust to institute this ruling. 

Dog walkers can continue to use Quigley Road, the 

northern section of the Quigley loop trail, the flat 

trails at the base of the hills in Cutter’s and the 

Woodside Toe-Of-The-Hill trail.  The restriction will 

remain in effect until further notice.  Signs have 

been posted at all main access points.   

In addition to the no-dog restriction, user etiquette 

signs have also been posted reminding people to 

look before you go.  If you see deer or elk in the 

area you intend to go, you should not continue.  

Even human presence without dogs can startle 

wildlife. All recreationists need to consider their 

potential impacts to deer and elk and adjust their 

plans accordingly to minimize impacts which may   

displace or prevent wildlife from using critical 

winter range habitats, which are typically south-

facing slopes throughout the Wood River Valley.  

 

Deer and elk must minimize expending their stored 

energy reserves in winter because of reduced 

available habitat, especially high-quality food. 

Therefore, the Cities and County encourage 

residents to keep dogs on a leash.  There are many 

deer and elk within neighborhoods, subdivisions 

and along the bike path. Keeping dogs leashed will 

reduce the chances of wildlife being chased 

through neighborhoods and parks.   

 

For additional information see the wildlife smart 

communities website, https://wrvwildlifesmart.org/

seasonal-restrictions-for-wildlife/ or contact BLM 

Outdoor Recreation Planner John Kurtz at 208-732-

7296, City of Hailey Community Development 

Director Lisa Horowitz at 208-788-9815 or Wood 

River Land Trust Lands Program Manager Keri York 

at 208-788-3947. 

Hailey Tree Committee 

Just say NO to yew!!  

By now you have heard the sad 

news about the death of elk 

north of Hailey due to ingestion 

of yew leaves and branches. Winter is tough 

enough on wildlife as it is, without the threat of 

highly toxic yew plants in our landscapes.  Yews 

have soft, evergreen, dark green, flat needles and 

female plants may have red berries.  Just a small 

amount of leaves, stems, roots or seeds are toxic to 

elk, deer, horses, cattle, antelope, dogs and people!    

In 2016 a Blaine County ordinance was passed 

banning the planting, possession or sale of ANY 

yew plants, and it also illegal in City of Hailey. 

Covering a yew tree or shrub with burlap for the 

winter IS NOT ACCEPTABLE.  Only careful removal 

of all parts of the yew and its roots is ACCEPTABLE.  

All plant parts must be put in the trash – no 

composting!  

Help us prevent more needless risk to wildlife, 

children and pets!  

https://wrvwildlifesmart.org/seasonal-restrictions-for-wildlife/
https://wrvwildlifesmart.org/seasonal-restrictions-for-wildlife/


 

 

Hailey’s Police Chief Joins the UASI 

Hailey’s Chief of Police, Steve England, has accepted 

an invitation from Unity Alliance of Southern Idaho 

and is now 1 of 4 Law Enforcement representatives 

on its Board. This non-profit corporation was 

formed to promote understanding of the value of 

all immigrants and their contributions to the 

region’s competitive economy, 

workforce, and communities.  
 

Unity Alliance of Southern Idaho 

supports understanding of how all 

immigrants contribute to our 

region’s economy, way of life, and 

values. The board and staff act in 

ways that bring people together to support 

immigrants. Through leadership, advocacy, and 

educational programs, its aim is to create a regional 

identity based on unity, diversity, & mutual respect.  

Hailey Public Library     

Hispanic Offerings Strengthened 

The Hailey Public Library is wrapping up a yearlong, 

grant-funded initiative to strengthen its relationship 

with the Hispanic community and expand offerings 

to better reflect their needs and aspirations. HPL was 

one of 300 libraries nationwide to receive a 

competitive American Library Association’s Libraries 

Transforming Communities: Focus on Small and 

Rural Libraries grant which came with $3,000 to 

support follow up actions based on what staff 

learned.  

 

Library staff and Hispanic Advisors group hosted 2 

informal listening conversations this summer at 

Balmoral Park. Participants brainstormed dozens of 

suggestions for new and improved programs, 

collections and services for all ages. The Advisors 

then reviewed and prioritized participant’s ideas for 

implementation in the next 4-6 months.  

 

Project Director and HPL Program Manager Kristin 

Fletcher commented, “Hailey’s richly diverse 

population is over 30% Hispanic but we realized only 

a fraction uses the library’s services. Through this 

initiative we learned a lot about what barriers exist 

and ways to create a more welcoming environment 

and expand our collections, programs and services. 

 

HPL used funds to purchase almost 200 Spanish/

bilingual books, about 2/3’s for children, and 

rearranged the Children’s Library to prominently 

feature them. New programs include a free, 6-week 

Conversacion de Ingles for native Spanish speakers 

taught by tutor Leonardo Padilla Sacha starting 

January 21.  

 

In February, HPL will host a monthly Spanish 

language movie night featuring well known Latinx 

actors and directors, including special movies for 

kids. A monthly bilingual StoryTime read by Hispanic 

community leaders will also launch in February. This 

spring, HPL will offer a monthly Tertulia, a Peruvian 

word meaning an informal gathering with the 

purpose of sharing conversation and cultural 

experiences, often about books, movies or current 

affairs. 

“One of our library’s most cherished values is to 

provide equal access to resources for the entire 

community in a safe and welcoming environment,” 

stated Library Director Lyn Drewien, “We were hon-

ored to be chosen for this amazing opportunity 

and have learned so much from our Hispanic 

neighbors over the past year.” . 

For more information visit www.haileypubliclibrary.org 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


