
The Gift of Pearls 

 

When I think of pearls, I first think of June Cleaver on Leave it to Beaver. She looked so 

lovely in those pearls! Did you know that she wore the pearls to cover up the deep hollow 

in her neck that casts shadows when recording the show?  And speaking of June, the 

month of June has the pearl as its birthstone. Trivia: Who was known as the “Pearl 

Queen?” (Answer below) And did you know that the pearly gates of the new Heaven of 

Revelation 21:21 will have 12 gates, each one made of ONE huge pearl? It’s true!  

 

Pearls.  How are they made? When something gets into an oyster’s shell and irritates it, 

the oyster covers the intruding particle with layers of nacre until an iridescent gem is 

formed. Sin, like a pearl which is made from an irritant, is covered over by the blood of 

Jesus Christ and makes us “whiter than snow” and a beautiful gem in God’s eyes! 

 

This reminds me of the parable in Matthew 13:45-46 where Jesus talks about pearls. 

45 “Heaven’s kingdom realm is also like a jewel merchant in search of rare 

pearls. 46 When he discovered one very precious and exquisite pearl, he immediately gave 

up all he had in exchange for it.” 

 

God is giving us a glimpse of heaven!  The parable reveals that heaven will be filled with 

rare pearls for whom the Jeweler searched out and paid a costly price for.  The jeweler 

willingly gave up all He had in exchange for those exquisite and priceless pearls.  As I try 

to wrap my mind around this, I found the following explanations from crosswalk.com 

worth contemplating and sharing with you today.   

1. Our value is determined by the jeweler. 

Christ sees what is priceless in us, the Image of the Father, and pursues us lovingly. He 

was willing to die for us. His sacrifice is the greatest kind of love there is. 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/what-is-the-pearl-of-great-price-in-scripture.html


2. Jesus’ parables help us to visualize value. 

Our value and self-worth is equated with our Maker, the one who set AND paid the price, 

not what culture dictates is of value and says must be earned and cultivated.  

3. God pursues. 

No other religion features a god who comes down to his people. We are infinitely loved 

by God as John 3:16 and other Scripture reveal. He didn’t send a manager; Jesus wasn’t 

his last-minute rescue plan, and He wasn’t just a man. He was God in the flesh and a gift 

to those who believe and accept His gift of Jesus and eternal life. 

4. There is value in imperfection. 

Experts and jewelers can check the ‘natural flaws’ in a pearl using a magnifying object. 

God examines our hearts and is well-acquainted with our sin. While we want to kill sin in 

our lives by the Spirit’s power, God still loves us with our rough, uneven patches. We 

can—and must—come to Him as we are; broken and blemished. And, while we work to 

overcome sin by Christ’s Spirit, we don’t lose value when our flaws show. 

5. Christ alone is flawless. 

1 John 1:5 says “God is light and in him is no darkness at all.” Jesus was made in the 

light, One with the Creator. Sin, like a pearl, forms in the dark from our response to 

brokenness and suffering. When something gets into an oyster’s shell and irritates it, the 

oyster protects itself by covering the intruding particle. “Layer upon layer of nacre, also 

known as mother-of-pearl, coat the grain of sand until the iridescent gem is formed.” 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/what-is-the-pearl-of-great-price-in-scripture.html 

Trivia Answer: The “Pearl Queen” is Queen Elisabeth I. 

 

 

https://www.thepearlsource.com/blog/pearl-buying-tips/how-to-tell-if-a-pearl-is-real/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/1-5.html
https://www.livescience.com/32289-how-do-oysters-make-pearls.html#:~:text=A%20natural%20pearl%20begins%20its,mollusk's%20organs%2C%20called%20the%20mantle.&text=Cultured%20pearls%20are%20made%20in%20the%20same%20way.
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/what-is-the-pearl-of-great-price-in-scripture.html


When people, situations, and irritations get under your skin, remember the story of  

 
 

The Oyster and the Pearl  
 

 

 

There once was an oyster, whose story I tell,  

Who found that some sand had got into his shell.  

It was only a grain, but it gave him great pain.  

For oysters have feelings, although they're so plain.  

 

Now, did he berate the harsh workings of fate  

That had brought him to such a deplorable state?  

Did he curse at the government, cry for election,  

And claim that the sea should have given him protection?  

 

'No,' he said to himself as he lay on a shell,  

Since I cannot remove it, I shall try to improve it.  

Now the years have rolled around, as the years always do,  

And he came to his ultimate destiny stew.  

 

And the small grain of sand that had bothered him so  

Was a beautiful pearl all richly aglow.  

Now the tale has a moral, for isn't it grand  

What an oyster can do with a morsel of sand?  

 

What couldn't we do If we'd only begin  

With some of the things that get under our skin. 

 
Source: http://www.godswork.org/encouragement176.htm  

http://www.godswork.org/encouragement176.htm


The bead in this bag represents the pearl of great price 

parable from Matthew 13:45-46. YOU are the pearl of 

great price whom God has pursued and paid the costly 

price of His sinless Son for. We gain our value from 

the price paid for us and we celebrate this Christ-child 

who came to earth for US! Merry CHRISTmas! 
 

 

The bead in this bag represents the pearl of great price 

parable from Matthew 13:45-46. YOU are the pearl of 

great price whom God has pursued and paid the costly 

price of His sinless Son for. We gain our value from 

the price paid for us and we celebrate this Christ-child 

who came to earth for US! Merry CHRISTmas! 

 

 

The bead in this bag represents the pearl of great price 

parable from Matthew 13:45-46. YOU are the pearl of 

great price whom God has pursued and paid the costly 

price of His sinless Son for. We gain our value from 

the price paid for us and we celebrate this Christ-child 

who came to earth for US! Merry CHRISTmas! 

 

 

The bead in this bag represents the pearl of great price 

parable from Matthew 13:45-46. YOU are the pearl of 

great price whom God has pursued and paid the costly 

price of His sinless Son for. We gain our value from 

the price paid for us and we celebrate this Christ-child 

who came to earth for US! Merry CHRISTmas! 

 

 

 



DIGGING DEEPER BONUS: OTHER SCRIPTURE ABOUT PEARLS 

 

1. Pearls before swine.  Matthew 7:6 (NIV) says, 6 “Do not give dogs what is 

sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them 

under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.   

o This verse warns us to recognize and not waste time on those who are 

hard-hearted and hostile toward the sacred Gospel (pearls) but to focus 

on sharing the invitation with those whose hearts have been prepared.   

o There is a comic strip called Pearls Before Swine.  It is a tale of two 

friends: a Rat with delusions of power and greatness who thinks he 

knows it all and a slow-witted Pig who doesn't know any better. 

Together, this pair offers caustic commentary on humanity's quest for 

the unattainable. Rat believes that he is an endless source of wisdom, 

and that it is wasted upon Pig, who is rather slow. In truth, neither of 

them is very smart, but while Pig is content with his humble status in 

life, Rat is always on a futile search for fame, riches, and immortality. 

Who are we more like?  What is our quest or search for? 

2. Parables of Hidden Treasure and an Extraordinary Pearl of Great Price 

Matthew 13:44-46 says, 44 “Heaven’s kingdom realm can be illustrated like 

this: “A person discovered that there was hidden treasure in a field. Upon 

finding it, he hid it again. Because of uncovering such treasure, he was 

overjoyed and sold all that he possessed to buy the entire field just so he could 

have the treasure. 45 “Heaven’s kingdom realm is also like a jewel merchant in 

search of rare pearls. 46 When he discovered one very precious and exquisite 

pearl, he immediately gave up all he had in exchange for it.”  



o The pearl is a perfect simile because a fine pearl is a valuable treasure 

that needs no polishing or cutting by man. It comes to us complete and 

lustrous created by God through nature, as is the kingdom of heaven, 

which only God could create and perfect. 

o Speaking of treasures I love a good treasure hunt! How about you?  My 

kids loved treasure hunts growing up.  Birthday parties were full of clues 

to the treasure.  Even the wisemen were on a type of hunt to find the 

treasured Messiah.  

▪ We come to a place in life where we search for real meaning, 

purpose, and truth…you shall know the truth and the truth shall set 

you free is what Jesus told the Jews would happen if they would 

continue following Him and His Word.  John 8:32  

▪ The securities and safety of this world only satisfy for a short while 

before we realize there is something missing…our purpose…our 

reason for living and our hope in dying.  

• COVID has taken away a lot from each of us whether it be 

our physical health, our financial portfolio, or our social 

network.  COVID has forced us to retreat and reflect on our 

reason for living and our heavenly hope when dying. 

• We can know the truth treasure of John 3:16 which is a free 

gift from God.  But like all gifts, we must accept the gift, 

unwrap it, read the owner’s manual, and do what it says.  

Where are you in this truth-journey? 

3. The Pearly Gates of the New Jerusalem: In Revelation 21:9, 21, one of the 

seven angels carried John away in the realm of the Spirit to the top of a high 

mountain and showed him the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 



from God. John said, 11 It was infused with the glory of God, and its radiance 

was like that of a very rare jewel, like a jasper clear as crystal.21And the 

twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And 

the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.” 

o Can you imagine walking through one of those pearly gates onto streets 

of gold one day?!  As Christ-followers, we will!  As we prepare to 

enter our heavenly home, we have the HOPE of eternity, heaven, 

and the New Jerusalem that brings us joy and peace NOW when we 

trust in Jesus and live in the power of the Holy Spirit! 

May the God of HOPE fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 

in Him so that you may be filled with HOPE by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Galatians 15:13 

o Sidenote: Remember that John was around 90 years old when this 

happened, and he had been exiled to the island of Patmos because of 

anti-Christian persecution under the Roman emperor Domitian.  He must 

have felt isolated and thought his work for the Lord was over.  Yet, this 

is when God did His greatest work in and through John!  He wrote the 

book of Revelation!   

▪ Don’t let your age or your current situation make you think that 

God is done with you.  He may be doing His greatest work in your 

and through you! I’ve heard it said, “If you’re not dead, you’re not 

done!”  Live each day to the fullest, my friend! 

 

The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but I have come to give life to the full!  

- Jesus (John 10:10) Live each day to the fullest, my friend! 

 



 

 


