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Rich Hammel  

After a thirty-nine year teaching career at Monroe Community College 
with the Department of Geosciences, Rich Hammel turned his attention to 
presenting programs  on the history and reproduction of wampum belts 
originally created by the First Nation, particularly the Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois).   Through considerable research, he has  completed 115 repro-
duction wampum belts with the vital assistance of authorities, that he  
exhibits at Haudenosaunee events,  historic sites, museums, schools, and 
cultural centers. 

Robert Jones 

Robert Jones is a Counselor for the Cattaraugus Territory representing the 
leadership of the Seneca Nation of Indians.  Mr. Jones is a descendent of 
Horatio Jones, an important intermediary between the Seneca and 
Haudenosaunee in their negotiations with the young United States  
government. 

Rick Falkowski   

Rick Falkowski has been involved in all aspects of WNY entertainment 
during the past 50 years. He is the founder of the Buffalo Music Hall of 
Fame and Buffalo Music Awards, former publisher of Buffalo Backstage 
Magazine, He is author of the book History of Buffalo Music & Entertain-
ment and in October 2019 released his second book Profiles Volume I:  
Historic & Influential People from Buffalo & WNY – the 1800s. He is cur-
rently compiling information for his next two books Growing Up in the  
Baby Boom Generation and Profiles Volume II: Historic & Influential Peo-
ple from Buffalo and WNY – the 1900s, scheduled for publication in 2021. 

Angela Keppel 

Angela Keppel is an urban planner and history enthusiast.  A lifelong 
Buffalonian, she lives in the juxtaposition between where we’ve been and 
where  we’re going as a city.  She runs “Discovering Buffalo, One  
Street at a Time” where she blogs about Buffalo’s streets and how they 
got their names.  She works as a Project Planner with Buffalo Place, the 
downtown business district. 
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