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 Happy New Year to all our members and 
friends! This has been a very exciting and productive 
year for our museum with varied exhibits, events and 
memorable moments.  Tour groups and our Fall 
Speaker Series resulted in a record museum attend-
ance. 
 January began with a surprise as we were 
awarded a medal for our involvement in War of 1812 
commemorations at the 2nd Annual New Year Levee by 
the Niagara Military Museum in Niagara Falls, Ontario 
Canada. 

 As our 3rd annual ART AS HISTORY  contest 
ended, our first exhibit included ten of the winning 

works from River-
side High School 
and Our Lady of 
Black Rock. 

Winners from Riverside 

High School: 1st place-Saw 

Freeman; 2nd place-Tiara 

Pagan; and 3rd place-Delia 

DeLeone Olmo. Two honorable mentions were awarded to Jazmin Mendez and 

Bawi Kahn.  

The topic was “Envisioning the Scajaquada.”  This 
timely subject gave stu-
dents a chance to learn 
about the past and living 
history of all aspects of 
the Scajaquada, its creek, 
and environment.  
Front Row: Twa Reh (2nd place), Rich-
ard De (1st Place), Emily Nguyen (3rd 
Place), Mercury Helen (2nd Honorable Mention), Linda Reszetucha (1st Honorable 
Mention) Back row: Barbara Rowe (judge), Doreen DeBoth (Black Rock Historical 
Society), Martha Eadie (Principal), Meadan McCormick (art teacher) and Betty 
Leader (judge).  

 An ANTIQUE CAMERA EXHIBIT followed, with  
cameras and related films, lenses and books.  Compli-
menting the show, the process of Cyanotype printing 
was presented. Art Pepe, photographer, print maker,  

& graphic arts professional, demonstrated the 
developing process to an engaged audience.    

  

Art Pepe with the completed 
Cyanotype print.  The antique 
view camera in the foreground 
was made by the Century Co. in 
Rochester and dates back to 
c.1902 (on loan from the collec-
tion of Doug DeBoth). 

 The 2nd Quarterly Newsletter featured  
articles on Buffalo  Weaving & Belting and its ar-
chitect, Louise Bethune and her other architec-
ture in Black 
Rock. The 
manufactur-
ing plant 
was located 
at 190-252 
Chandler 
Street. 

 Springtime tours of the museum included 
one from Buffalo State College with professor  
Ann Lupo and her 
Grade 7-12 student 
teachers who were 
taking a methods class 
with her to learn what 
interactive and com-
munity resources look 
like. 

 Later in April, Buffalo State history  
professor Joe 
Golombek Jr. 
brought his 
students to 
tour the  
museum.  
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  This year we added poetry to our  4th an-

nual HISTORY IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD essay 

contest.  Students from grades 6-12 were asked to 

write a two page story or poem to coincide with 

the 200th anniversary of the first shovel in the 

ground for the building of the Erie Canal. The topic 

selected was “Digging the Erie Canal.”  

 
 
Riverside High School participants (left 
to right): Andrea Davies, Raven Nelson, 
Principal Ella Dunne, 2nd place winner 
Kamal Carlton-Valentine, 1st place 
winner Sebastian Matos and Malek 
Mohamed.  
 

West Seneca East Middle School win-
ners (left to right): Maria Arango-Ortiz 
2nd place, Isabella Cammarano, honor-
able mention, Makenzy Zbytek, 3rd 
place,Michael Jones, honorable men-
tion, and Elizabeth Osmanski, 1st place.  
 

North Park Academy winners: Front 

row: Camarie Porter Dye, honorable 

mention,  Back row: (left to right) Mrs. 

Ivana Gates, John Colomaio, honorable 

mention, Ryana Flores, 1st place, Greg-

ory Southern,3rd place, and Brooklyn 

Miller, 2nd place.  

 “Breaking the Ice,” 

our annual fundraiser was held at Rohall’s Corner 

with a large turnout.  This was followed by the 

2nd anniversary of the opening of our museum at 

its location at 1902 Niagara Street on May  14th. 

 “ANTIQUE TOOLS and 

KITCHEN GADGETS” exhibit 

opened in April.   The topic of 

Jim Vossler’s talk was “Name 

That Tool” and visitors learned 

how our ancestors worked, 

farmed, built and fixed things.  

The captivated audience took an 

active participation trying to 

figure out what some of the 

tools were used for.  

 

 

 With much planning and coordination, a de-

bate “BUFFALO VS BLACK ROCK:  A DEBATE ON THE 

WESTERN TERMINUS OF THE ERIE CANAL, was held at 

the Buffalo History Museum to accommodate a large 

audience.  Dave Franczyk (Fillmore District Coun-

cilmember) portrayed Samuel Wilkeson, Mark 

Schroeder (City Comptroller) moderated the debate 

as DeWitt Clinton, Joseph Golombek Jr. (North District 

Councilmember) portrayed Peter Porter, and Doug 

Kohler (Erie County Historian) introduced the charac-

ters.  There was much bantering as each debater was 

well-versed on their historical figure’s role, but it was 

also entertaining and a great learning experience. 

 As 2017 marked the anniversary of the first 

shovel in the ground  for building the Erie Canal, the 

exhibit - ERIE CANAL LIFE,  THE WORKERS AND THEIR 

MUSIC opened in June.  Michele Graves, our exhibits 

coordinator, worked her magic and recreated what 

life was like during the years 1817-25.  

This exhibit has 

attracted school 

groups, teachers 

and visitors in 

record numbers.  

We have held 

over the exhibit 

indefinitely, so if you haven’t seen, you still have the 

chance. 
Jim Vossler with a tool that is 

placed in the nostrils of a bull 

and then clamped, to lead 

them wherever you want 

them to go.  
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Twenty-four regional teachers 
visited the museum in June, 
sponsored by Buffalo Teachers 
Center’s Waterfront History 
Course. visited the museum in 
June, arranged  by Richard 
Pyszczek (back row on left). 

 The newsletter for the 3rd quarter featured 
an article on one of our most asked questions - WAS 
THERE REALLY A BLACK ROCK?  The answer is yes.  If 
you didn’t get a chance to read it, email us for a copy. 
Also included was the Burgess Gun Co. that was lo-
cated at Chandler and Military Streets. 
 New in Au-
gust, 2017 was the 
event 14207 DAY 
that included loads 
of activities in this 
zip code area.  The 
BRHS  brought our 
portable Erie Canal 
exhibits to the US 
Army Corps of Engi-
neers open house, 
including brochures and our new Erie Canal banner 
for use in parades and other events.  There was also 
an Erie Canal photo op (pictured above).  
 We also participated in D-District Community 

Day  at Hoyt Lake with ex-
hibits  that included an-
tique ice and roller skates. 
Erie Canal artifacts and 
trail maps.  We also had 
games 
and col-

oring for children. Our new Erie Ca-
nal coloring book premiered, thanks 
to our 4-year sponsor, the West Side 
Youth Development Coalition at 
Buffalo State.  Sought after by many 
teachers, it went into a second 

printing.  
Our table at Oktoberfest, 
held at Artisans Kitchens 
& Baths on Amherst 
Street, featured, German 
books, dishes, music and 
clothing.  
 

 As the leaves turned golden and Autumn 
was upon us, our FALL SPEAKER SERIES got under-
way.  Kicking off the series, Michael McCarthy dis-
cussed the Peter Robinson Settlement Project of 
1823 & 1825, whereas the British devised a relief 
scheme to emigrate impoverished Irish out of Ire-
land and relocate them to Upper Canada.  
 Peter Filim, founding 
member of the Preservation 
Coalition of Erie County, and 
instructor for tour docents in 
Buffalo, captured  a large  audi-
ence with his vast knowledge of 
the Erie Canal and the Men that 
Made it Happen.  Influential 
historical figures included Sam-
uel Wilkinson, Charles Townsend and Oliver For-
ward who are now resting in Forest Lawn Ceme-
tery. 

 Authenticating the Scajaquada Creek 
Battlefield Site was presented by 
Douglas J. Perrelli, Ph. D., RPA, 
Director, Archaeological Survey 
and Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Anthropology at University at 
Buffalo. He presented  historic 
maps of the mouth of Scajaquada 
Creek in the area of this historic 
battle that are being arranged in a 
time line and geo-referenced for 

comparability of change through time. Ultimately, 
this information will be used to establish locations 
best suited for archaeological testing for evidence 
of the battlefield.  
 Ray Wigle, from the Niagara County His-
torical Society  and  manager of the Erie Canal Dis-

covery Center in Lockport,  looked 
at the need for – and construction 
of – the Erie Canal, with a focus on 
Lockport and the western end of 
the canal.  The audience gained a 
new appreciation of how significant 
an achievement the Erie Canal  was 
for New York and the United States 
in his talk “200 Years Ago: What 

Were They Thinking?” 
Doreen DeBoth, (Chair), Michele Graves 
(Exhibits Coordinator) , and new volun-
teer Jeanine Baran at Oktoberfest. 
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The BRHS 
Seeks Volunteers   

 

Your interest and/or love of  
history are the best reasons to volun-

teer! Students, seniors and 
everyone in-between are welcome to 
volunteer in various areas of interest: 
office/computer, education, outreach, 
maintenance, etc. You can strengthen 
your community, learn about preser-
vation, and meet new people. Every 
volunteer can make a difference. To 

volunteer, contact us via email on our 
website or 

call 716-510-4007.  

Artifact Donations 

We continue to seek items and photos 
that tell the story and history of our 
area.  Cleaning out an attic or base-

ment, not sure if the family items are 
important or not?  Give us a call or 
bring the items to the museum for 

donation or loan.  Things that depict 
local family and or commerce history 
such as artifacts, vintage household 

items, old tools, period clothing, 
written history, photos, etc. can be 

brought to the museum for review or 
we can pick up.  Please call to set up 

an appointment or discuss your 
finds. (call 716-510-4007).  

 Our last speaker was Patricia Ann Filipiak writer, 
educator and 17-year member of the Polish Genealogi-
cal Society of NYS. In her talk - To Poland and Back for 
Family, she discussed her struggle to learn about her 
family roots.  A diverse audience attended, each taking 
something from her experiences. 

 As you can see, we’ve has a wonderful productive and very 
busy year thanks to our dedicated volunteers and supporters like 
you.   We experienced a significant increase in attendance in 2017. 
Many new connections were made with other cultural institu-
tions.  The Black Rock History Museum is creating a "buzz" not only 
in Buffalo, but with our Canadian neighbors and visitors from out of 
town.   

     Welcome new  
Members: 

Kenneth Boos 
Virginia Schmit 
Jeanine Baran 

Kenneth Glaser 
Paul Redding 

Will Creeley 

Kathie Hartman 

Paul & Mary Buchanan 

Hot Mama's  
Canteen     

Mike Szczepanik 

Kathryn Brown 

Curtis Mott 

 

Thank you 2017 Artifact Donors: 

William Butler III 
David Hoock 
Jeffrey Thomas 
Elaine Wolfe 
Catherine Kaczmarek 
Dolores Dombrowski 
Warren Glover 
Frank Celletti 
Carol Ann Hayes 
Jeanine Baran 
Mary Ann Kedron 

Alberta E. Wildhagen 
Robin Schimminger 
Raul Redding 
Evelyn Vossler 
Henry Endres 
Janie Hallett 
Robert Goulding 
Sister Claire 
Ron Anthony 
Michele Graves 
Doreen DeBoth 

Upcoming Events 

After applying for a Humanities New York grant, 
we are pleased to present Dave Ruch, Erie Canal 
musician, performer and historian on March 25 
at Sportsmens Tavern.  He will take us through 
the Erie Canal in the "horse and mule" days.  
This is a free event and you are welcome to bring 
friends.  You will receive an email as we get clos-
er to that date. 

Welcome to our new Volunteer 
Jeanine Baran 

DiVal Safety & Supplies  

Charles Leone  

Greg Rohall  

Rob Niemiec  

Stephen Golynski  

Pat Todero  

Steven Lakomy  

Warren Glover  
Judi Stanley  
Mary Ann & Joseph  
 Kedron  
Rebecca E. Pickering  
Michele Graves  
William E. Butler  
James Lee  

 Brad Arthur  
Evelyn Vossler  
Kenneth & Kelly Boos  
Christine Kroetsch  
Angus Macleod  
Niagara Frontier Council  
 for Social Studies  
Black Rock Riverside NHS  

Thank You to our Founding 500 Members: 


