
By Darlene Donloe
Contributing Writer

LOS ANGELES — There’s a 
new deputy chief in town and her 
name is Emada Tingirides.

Tingirides, 50, becomes only 
the second Black woman in the 
history of the Los Angeles Police 
Department to reach that rank, 
following Regina Scott who 
was promoted to deputy chief in 
2018.

A cop since 1995, Tingirides 
comes by it honestly. Her grand-
mother was a Los Angeles Coun-
ty Probation corrections officer.

She decided to become a po-
lice officer after watching the 
beating of Rodney King at the 
hands of LAPD officers in 1991.

A black woman who is a 
cop, Tingirides, who grew up in 
South Los Angeles and Watts, 
clearly understands the duality of 
the two as it relates to the Black 
community. She acknowledges 

there’s a fine line, but she walks 
it proudly.

In 2011, Tingirides, who rose 
quickly through the ranks, was 
selected by Police Chief Charlie 

Beck to coordinate the Commu-
nity Safety Partnership (CSP), 
which she co-founded with civil 
rights attorney Connie Rice.

Last month, Chief Michel 
Moore announced that the LAPD 
had created a new bureau of the 
CSP and that Tingirides, who he 
recently promoted from captain 
to deputy chief, was tapped to 
run it. Her promotion was con-
sidered an unusual jump in rank 
and responsibility.

Tingirides, who is married to 
retired Deputy Chief Phil Tingi-
rides, is the mother of two and 
has a blended family of six chil-
dren.

Contributing Writer Darlene 
Donloe recently spoke to Tingiri-
des about her promotion, her role 
as a Black police officer and how 
her new position will help trans-
form the way LAPD approach-
es policing in Black and Latino 
communities.

DD: Finish this sentence. If I 
do nothing else in my new role 
as Deputy Chief in charge of the 
new CSP bureau, I’m going to….

ET: Bring the community to-
gether as best I could as a police 
officer in order to gain a better 
understanding of each other and 
build a relationship and try to 
trust each other so we can make 
a difference in our community.

DD: What is supposed to be 
the endgame with CSP?

ET: It was so important to 
get officers to commit to stay-
ing in the same community for 
five years because it takes time 
to make change. It takes time to 
understand one another and build 
that relationship. The community 
could feel like the officers are in-
vested in their community. These 
officers take ownership of the 
community and empathize with 
it. It’s an opportunity to learn 
about individual cultures.
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In a divided vote, 
city asks state 
attorney general 
to conduct probe

By erIC HeInZ
Contributing Writer

SOUTH LOS ANGELES 
(CNS) — The City Council 
has voted to ask the California 
Attorney General’s Office to 
investigate the fatal shooting 
of a 38-year-old man who was 
reportedly holding a box cutter 
when shot in April by a Los 
Angeles Police Department 
officer, who happens to be the 
daughter of a police union board 
member.

The action was the result 
of a motion filed in July by 
Councilman Curren Price, 

which stated that a conflict of 
interest could exist in a local 
investigation, as the Los Angeles 
Police Protective League 
represents nearly 10,000 sworn 
officers.

Some of the City Council 
members were hesitant about 

calling in the state’s attorney 
general, as Los Angeles already 
has an inspector general and a 
Police Commission that oversee 
whether shootings by officers 
were within department policy.

Councilman Gil Cedillo said 
he wouldn’t want to muddy 
the process that Los Angeles 
already has in place, but the city 
should do what it can to maintain 
transparency when it comes to 
fatal shootings.

“If we want to make sure we 
bring another level of confidence 

to the public, then that is what we 
should say,” he said. “If we want 
to say that we want to augment 
our repeal process, that there is a 
problem with our civilian review, 
then we shouldn’t say that.”

Strefan Fauble, the City 
Council’s liaison to the City 
Attorney’s Office, said the panel 
would not be setting a legal 
precedent by issuing the request.

Councilman Marqueece 
Harris-Dawson said there were 
multiple factors to consider 
regarding the incident, especially 

as the LAPD has largely 
reformed over the last couple 
decades, but he also said the 
council shouldn’t shield officers 
who have committed lethal 
action without just cause.

“I don’t understand why we 
think protecting individual cases 
or a large number of cases from 
examination helps move the ball 
forward,” Harris-Dawson said. 
“It’s just hard to imagine that 
that’s the case. It’s not as if the 
California attorney general, or 
any attorney general in the entire 
United States, has a track record 
of illegally convicting officers 
or charging officers in officer-
involved shootings. 

“No one has that record, not 
one. ... So I’m not afraid to have 
the attorney general of this state 
or any other state look at the 

New deputy chief’s top goal: Unite the community

Council goes outside for shooting investigation

EyEs on thE prizE

Marqueece Harris-Dawson

A community group hopes to raise enough funds to purchase the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza and make it the economic focal point of a new Crenshaw 
District.
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Chicago attorney and social 
worker Edith Sampson is 
named the first black person to 

be appointed a U.S. delegate to the 
United Nations. 
Twelve years 
later, she would 
become one of 
America’s first 
black female 
judges, serving 
in a Chicago 
circuit court for 
eight years.

This Week in 
Black History

August 24, 1950

– For more information on black history, 
arts and culture, visit www.caamuseum.org 

Emada Tingirides speaks at a July press conference announcing she 
would be leading the Community Service Partnership Bureau for the Los 
Angeles Police Department.
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Compiled by Cynthia Gibson 
in Ladera Park.

SkePtagirL 
Culver City

“I’m looking forward to a Biden-
Harris ticket. Unfortunately, I don’t 
know much about her other than 
she was our attorney general. I 

think she’s going to be a welcome 
change.”

Mai king 
los angeles

“I was all set to vote for Biden, and 
I’m still going to, but I was hoping 

that he would change his mind and 
pick Bernie Sanders. I really think we 

need a big change. But anybody’s 
better than Trump.”

kirk B. Stewart 
Culver City

“I’m 100% for her. She has the right 
attitude. She seems to be aggressive 

enough. … But I’m really picking 
Biden. … They could’ve put a chicken 
in there and I would’ve voted for him.”

Skeet ParkS 
los angeles

“I think she’s going to be good. 
She seems like a fighter and she 
knows what she’s talking about. 

I’m glad he picked a Black woman 
because that’s what we need.

‘what do 
you think 
of kamala 

Harris’ 
nomination?’

“I don't understand why we think protecting 
individual cases or a large number of cases 
from examination helps move the ball forward.” 
— City Councilman Marqueece Harris-Dawson

Downtown Crenshaw 
proposes community 
stakeholders pool 
funds to buy plaza 

By SHIrley HawkInS
Contributing Writer

CRENSHAW — A major 
architectural firm has teamed 
up with a local group to design 
new plans for the Baldwin Hills 
Crenshaw Plaza, which is still 
up for sale.

Damien Goodmon, exec-
utive director of the nonprofit 
Crenshaw Subway Coalition 
and a board member of Down-
town Crenshaw, held a virtu-
al town hall meeting Aug. 15 
where he announced that the 
major architecture firm Smith-
Group, a global firm with more 
than 1,300 employees had 
joined Downtown Crenshaw 
to work with local architects 
Davon Johnson and Cory Hen-
ry on plans for the mall.

During the town hall, en-
titled “Reimagining the Cren-
shaw Mall,” Goodmon said 
that a campaign is underway 
for community stakeholders to 
buy the mall.

“Downtown Crenshaw just 
opened applications for mem-
bership starting at just $5 to 

EMADA TINGIRIDES Q&A



Wave Staff RepoRt

SOUTH LOS ANGELES — 
This year’s Day of the Ancestors: 
Festival of Masks at the Leimert 
Park Artwalk will be virtual due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.  

The festival will be held at 
2 p.m. Aug. 30 via Zoom and 
Facebook Live. 

Aug. 30 marks the 10th an-
niversary of the event hosted by 
the local nonprofit, L.A. Com-
mons.

The online festivities will 
celebrate the rich traditions of 
the African Diaspora and of-
fer connections with creatives 
worldwide.

A ritual for healing will be 
performed, along with various 
musical performances.

To sign up for the festival 
visit, www.lacommons.org/festi-
valofmasks. 

‘Street Love’ 
planned in Watts

WATTS —  Shannon Jack-
son, a nurse professional, life 
coach and community advocate, 
has partnered with Baskin-Rob-
bins to host the second annual 
“Street Love” celebration from 
noon to 2 p.m. Aug. 29.

Jackson will launch her new 
signature Living Your Life With-
out Limits Wellness Box. The 
first 50 people to arrive will re-
ceive a Wellness Box and two 

free scoops of Baskin-Robbins’ 
ice cream. 

Jackson’s customized box 
will include a first aid kit, well-
ness journal, ink pen, thermom-
eter, blood pressure wristband, 
candle, matches, and blood pres-
sure magnet. 

Entertainer Larry ‘Lala’ 
Lanehart will co-host the event. 
Hip-hop artist Rush Tha Vision-
ary will also give a live perfor-
mance and premiere the new 
breakout video of his combined 
singles, “Love” and “Legend.”

All attendees must wear face 
coverings and adhere to the so-
cial distancing guidelines. 

Baskin-Robbins is located at 
1629 E. 103rd St. 

Library to celebrate 
Bradbury centennial

LOS ANGELES — To cel-
ebrate the 100th anniversary of 
author Ray Bradbury’s birth, the 
Los Angeles Public Library will 
host the first annual Ray Brad-
bury Read-A-Thon at 1:30 p.m. 
Aug. 22.

Library staff will participate 
in reading aloud Bradbury’s 
iconic novel, “Fahrenheit 451.” 

Celebrity guest readers will 
also make an appearance.  

The event is in partnership 
with the Library of Congress and 
the Alliance for Young Artists 
and Writers. 

For more information about 
the Read-A-Thon and other 

Palms-Rancho Park Branch Li-
brary programs visit, http://lapl.
org/bradbury. 

Reinventing business
seminar scheduled 

LOS ANGELES —  A virtual 
seminar discussing the mastery 
of reinventing a business during 
an economic crisis will be of-
fered from 10 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
Aug. 27 by the Greater Los An-
geles African American Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Attendees will learn strate-
gies for repositioning their busi-
nesses for success amid the eco-
nomic downturn caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

For more information, visit 
www.glaaacc.org.

Emmett Till play
reading planned

LOS ANGELES — The 
original cast of the multiple 
award-winning production of 
“The Ballad of Emmett Till” will 
reunite for a live-streamed read-
ing at the Fountain Theatre at 4 
p.m. Aug. 28.

Till was a 14-year-old Afri-
can American boy brutally mur-
dered in Mississippi on August 
28, 1955, for allegedly flirting 
with a white woman four days 
earlier.

This year marks the 65th an-
niversary of Till’s murder. 

Tickets are $20 and can be 
purchased at www.fountainthe-
atre.com/fountain-digital/the-
ballad-of-emmett-till-2020. 

Art gallery
plans new exhibits 

SOUTH LOS ANGELES — 
SoLA Contemporary, a nonprofit 
artist-run art organization, will 
host two new shows for its Sep-
tember exhibition, Pickled Mem-
ories and Breaking the Mold.  

Pickled Memories, curated 
by Anefertiti Bowman, will ex-
plore the history of photographer 
Adrian White, a black man, and 
his family in North Carolina. 

Breaking the Mold, curated 
by Sharon Barnes, features six 
artists who argue for the greater 
exposure and inclusion of all un-
der-represented creatives.  

The exhibits can be viewed 
Aug. 29 through Sept. 26 during 
the gallery’s visitation times. 

To view the show by appoint-
ment, email info@solacontem-
porary.org. 

SoLA Contemporary is locat-
ed at 3718 W. Slauson Ave.

Compiled by Alysha Conner.

L.A. Digest is designed to 
help promote events, activities, 
and initiatives that serve the 
interests of residents in L.A. To 
submit an item, send emails to 
newsroom@wavepublication.
com.

By MaRie y. LeMeLLe
Contributing Writer

Dr. Joe G.N. “Skip” Gar-
cia, is a world-renowned 
pulmonary physician-sci-

entist, an endowed professor of 
medicine at the University of 
Arizona College of Medicine in 
Tucson, and an elected member 
of the Institute of Medicine of the 
National Academies. 

Garcia says, “Trauma, sepsis 
and bacterial and viral pneumo-
nias are common causes of acute 
respiratory distress syndrome 
(ARDS). People who have se-
vere COVID-19 may develop 
ARDS.”

As a leading authority on the 
genetic basis of lung disease and 
the prevention and treatment of 
inflammatory lung injury, Garcia 
said, “Deaths due to COVID-19 
infection primarily occur in pa-
tients transferred to the ICU. 
These patients develop severe 
respiratory distress, respiratory 
failure and full blown ARDS that 
occurs in patients with severe 
lung inflammation, low levels 
of oxygen in the blood (hypox-
emia) and respiratory failure that 
requires mechanical ventilation. 
Unfortunately, the ventilator 
contributes to lung inflammation 
and ARDS mortality.”

Garcia talks about how the in-
flammation created by the coro-
navirus infection and a ventilator 
starts to damage organs, like kid-
neys, heart, and the liver, causing 
patients with ARDS to die from 
organ failure. He has cared for 
hundreds of ARDS patients over 
the nearly three decades of his 
career.  

ML: According to reports, 
half a million people each year 
get acute respiratory distress syn-
drome  in the ICU and one-third 
of the patients will die. Please 
explain ARDS.

JG: ARDS is a life-threaten-
ing inflammatory lung disorder 
leading to lung failure that was 
initially identified in Vietnam 
War soldiers experiencing battle-
field trauma and rapidly evacuat-
ed to regional hospitals. 

ARDS occurs in response to 
several inciting stimuli such as 
sepsis (infection in the blood), 
severe trauma, pancreatitis, 
smoke or toxic gas inhalation, 
severe bacterial pneumonia, or 
severe viral pneumonias, such as 
COVID-19 infection. 

The mortality rate is stagger-
ing, approaching 40%, and is sig-
nificantly higher among people 
of color. Prior to the onset of the 
current COVID pandemic, over 
half a million people in the U.S. 
annually develop ARDS, over 2 

million people globally. Current-
ly, there are no FDA-approved 
therapeutics for ARDS.

ML: What are the symptoms 
as it relates to COVID-19?  

JG: Studies suggest that the 
lungs are the main organ initially 
damaged by COVID-19. Typical-
ly patients are referred or self-re-
ferred with fever, shortness of 
breath and cough and are found 
in the ER to be COVID-19 pos-
itive with very low oxygen lev-
els (hypoxia) and need oxygen 
supplementation and possibly a 
ventilator for the more advanced 
cases such as ARDS.

ML: What happens when pa-
tients experience ARDS? 

JG: ARDS occurs when 
the body releases a tsunami of 
inflammatory mediators, com-
monly referred to as a cytokine 
storm. The inflammation pro-
duced by inflammatory proteins 
cause leakiness of blood vessels 
in multiple vital organs (kidneys, 
heart, brain). 

Lung blood vessel inflam-
mation and leakiness results in 
fluid accumulation and flooding 
of the lung’s air sacs, called al-
veoli, which increases the work 
of breathing and reduces oxy-
gen levels in vital organs. The 
patient becomes fatigued and 
can no longer maintain adequate 
respiration and needs ventilatory 
assistance, initially with oxygen 
supplementation, however, in 
most cases, the patient requires 
intubation and placement on me-
chanical ventilation, a lifesaving 
intervention. 

Unfortunately, the ventilator 
serves as a two-edged sword as 
mechanical stress from the ven-

tilator directly increases lung 
and systemic inflammation 
that contributes to dysfunction 
of multiple vital organs there-
by increasing ARDS mortality. 
This sequence is common in 
COVID-19-infected patients 
whose fever and cough prog-
ress to full development of a vi-
ral pneumonia that sequentially 
leads to increasing lung inflam-
mation, leaky lung blood vessels, 
lung flooding, respiratory fatigue 
and ultimately the need for me-
chanical ventilation. 

ML: Why are we continuing 
to see more COVID-19 deaths?  

JG: COVID-19 infections 
in the U.S. are rising and the as-
sociated COVID-related deaths 
are following the surge in cases. 
Since the start of the pandemic, 
great progress has been made in 
diagnosing and treating patients 
with COVID-19. However, spe-
cific patients are at risk for poor 
outcomes following COVID-19 
infection. 

These include the elderly 
and patients with weakened im-
mune systems due to underly-
ing medical conditions such as 
diabetes, chronic heart, lung, or 
kidney disease. In these patients, 
virus-induced inflammation is 
largely unchecked and rapidly 
progresses to severe hypoxia 
(starving for oxygen) and respi-
ratory distress which require me-
chanical ventilation that further 
exacerbates the profound inflam-
matory burden that can lead to 
organ failure and death. 

ML: What can the public do 
to help mitigate COVID-19 in-
duced emergencies?  

JG: The clear deterrent to a 

COVID-19 outbreak is to contin-
ue to follow the CDC guidance: 
rigorous social distancing, wash-
ing hands regularly and wearing 
a mask appropriately, ensuring 
the mouth and nose are both cov-
ered. For emergencies it will be 
critical for the CDC and WHO 
to be proactive in early warn-
ings and detection so we can try 
and put in preventative measures 
prior to a clustered outbreak. En-
hanced contact tracing can curb a 
flare up and ensure proper quar-
antine measures are implement-
ed.

ML: Will an effective treat-
ment be found for ARDS?  

JG: With the urgency of 
the COVID pandemic driving 
the conduct of record numbers 
of clinical trials, I do believe a 
life-saving therapy for ARDS 
will be identified in due time. 
While there is no drug approved 
by the FDA or in any other coun-
tries to treat ARDS, we are mak-
ing great strides in understanding 
how ARDS can be treated. 

ML: What clinical trials have 
been conducted to find treat-
ment?  

JG: There are many clinical 
trials being conducted currently 
for COVID-19 related ARDS. 
Results suggest that the antivi-
ral Remdesivir can be effective 
in accelerating recovery and 
shortening the virus lifespan. 
A large trial in the UK showed 
dexamethasone, a steroid, could 
be beneficial in severe ARDS pa-
tients. 

Clinical trials by the NIH, the 
U.K., and the World Health Or-
ganization of the anti-malarial 
and anti-inflammatory drug, hy-
droxychloroquine, used for treat-
ment of autoimmune diseases, all 
showed the drug not to be bene-
ficial and with potential cardiac 
toxicity. Therefore, it is critical to 
find new solutions to treat ARDS 
and COVID-19-induced ARDS. 

Marie Y. Lemelle, is the 
founder of www.platinumstar-
pr.com and a film producer. 
She can be reached at Mari-
eLemelle@platinumstarpr.com. 
Follow her on Instagram @plat-
inumstar.

Give the Gift 
of Life. 

Give Blood. 
Call 1-800-
GIVE-LIFE

Ventilators can lead to ARDS
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Dr. Joe G.N. “Skip” Garcia, a world-renowned pulmonary physician-scien-
tist, specializes in the prevention and treatment of inflammatory lung injury. 
Inflammation caused by COVID-19 and ventilator use can damage several 
organs. 

(Courtesy photo)

Leimert Park plans Festival of Masks

CLERGY ABUSE
Victims of sexual abuse by 
Catholic clergy have rights.

While nothing can undo you or your loved one’s pain 
of  abuse, many states are giving victims a short time 
to recover compensation from their abusers and the 

institutions that enabled them. 

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING
THE MATTHEWS LAW FIRM, PLLC,  250 VALLOMBROSA AVE, SUITE 266

CHICO, CA 95926

Call today for your free, confidential consultation.
CLERGY ABUSE ATTORNEY HOTLINE 

800-444-9112
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Sheriff Villanueva to discipline deputies for gang involvement 
By  2UrBanGirls
Contributing Writer

LOS ANGELES — Sher-
iff Alex Villanueva said he will 
take disciplinary action against 
deputies accused of being part of 
secret cliques that engaged in vi-
olent or criminal behavior.

During a press conference 
Aug. 13 Villanueva disclosed that 
26 notices of disciplinary action 
were given out, including termi-
nations, to deputies believed to be 
involved in these so-called gangs. 
Most of those being disciplined 
were involved in a clique called 
the Banditos working out of the 
East Los Angeles Sheriff’s Sta-
tion, but Villanueva and two of 
his key aides said cliques at other 
stations also would be targeted. 

Compton officials held a press 
conference Aug. 4 to demand 
an investigation into a deputy’s 
claims of “internal gangs” work-
ing inside the Compton Sheriff’s 
Station and Mayor Aja Brown’s 
assertions that deputies violated 
her rights.

“My family was pulled over 
by Compton deputies for pro-
ceeding forward and not stopping 
at the limit line,” Brown said. 

“My rights were violated and 
I was disrespected by deputies 
with no knowledge or respect for 
Compton residents.”

Sheriff Villanueva previously 
shared with 2UrbanGirls that the 
investigations began shortly after 
the department was made aware 
of allegations that a group called 
“The Executioners” had formed 
inside the Compton station.

“When we had the first claim 
that had an issue to do with a sub-
group, we conducted an investi-
gation and the district attorney 
declined to prosecute,” Villan-
ueva said. “And we immediately 
went to the FBI and asked them to 
participate in our investigation.”

Last week’s disciplinary let-
ters stemmed from an internal 
investigation into the East L.A. 
Sheriff’s Station clique. The 
Banditos reportedly brand them-
selves with matching tattoos of a 
skeleton outfitted in a sombrero, 
bandolier and pistol.

In September 2019, eight dep-
uties filed a lawsuit against L.A. 
County, claiming they were beat-
en, harassed and forced to pay off 
members of the Banditos. Those 
who didn’t were denied backup 
on dangerous calls.

Villanueva stressed he has ad-

opted a “zero-tolerance” policy 
when it comes to addressing the 
formation of groups inside the 
department.

“If you form a group, you 
mistreat people, yes, we will seek 
to make sure you are no longer a 
member of the department,” Vil-
lanueva said.

Deputy gangs have plagued 
the Sheriff’s department for de-
cades and Villanueva continues 
to work towards restoring the 
public’s confidence in the depart-
ment by being transparent with 
the outcomes of these investiga-
tions.

Matthew Burson, chief of 
the department’s professional 
standard division, is leading the 
charge against alleged deputy 
subgroups that he said are com-
monly referred to as “deputy 
gangs,” with names such as Vi-
kings, Reapers, Regulators, Lit-
tle Devils, Cowboys, 2,000 and 
3,000 Boys, Jump Out Boys, and 
most recently Banditos and Exe-
cutioners.

“I take the utmost pride in this 
profession,” Burson said. “I am 
absolutely sickened by the mere 
allegation of any deputy hiding 
behind a badge to hurt anyone. 
As you have heard for decades, 

[the sheriff’s department] has 
been under intense scrutiny as 
a result of these groups surfac-
ing in various sheriff’s stations 
around the county. [The groups’] 
have not only caused great em-
barrassment and concern to the 
department but to the community 
as well.”

Burson said he has reached 
out to the FBI to help with the 
investigation. The department 
has also adopted a new policy 
prohibiting deputies from partic-
ipating in any subversive group.

“Our mission under Sheriff 
Villanueva’s administration is to 
eradicate this malicious ideolo-
gy and restore the department to 
prominence using the first pillar 
of the 21st Century policing strat-
egy where we build public trust 
and legitimacy,” Burson said.

Sheriff Cmdr. April Tardy, 
who oversees the department’s 
Central Patrol Division, outlined 
the administrative investigation 
process and how the numerous 
investigations are also reviewed 
by outside agencies including the 
District Attorney’s Office and the 
Office of Inspector General.

City News Service also con-
tributed to this story.

Sheriff Cmdr. April Tardy, who oversees the department’s Central Patrol 
Division, speaks at a press conference Aug. 13 that addressed disciplinary 
action being taken against sheriff’s deputies who are members of internal 
cliques. A group called the Executioners allegedly operates out of the Comp-
ton Sheriff’s Station.

Courtesy photo
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Voters get chance to restore affirmative action in November
By 2UrBanGirls
Contributing Writer

SOUTH LOS ANGELES — A local 
student set the foundation for voters to 
have an opportunity to restore affirma-
tive action throughout the state of Cali-
fornia.  

Kawika Smith sued the UC Board of 
Regents alleging standardized tests were 
biased against minority students.  Along 
with four other students, their lawsuit 
drew national attention and the backing 
of local educators including the Compton 
Unified School District.

“The repeal of Proposition 209 would 
be one of the most direct and effective 
reforms in the fight for equity,” said Mi-
cah Ali, president of the Compton school 
board. “The passage of Proposition 209 
created a false perception that there was 
not a need to keep in place policies that 
counteract the current and historical im-
pacts of racism in our educational sys-
tems.

“The recent, harsh reminders experi-
enced in the streets and witnessed on tele-
visions across our nation plainly reveals 
that chip-stacking against Black students 
still persists. Re-introducing race-based 
considerations in college admissions will 
open the door for our students at all lev-
els to finally be given a fair chance. 

“My hope is that we can eradicate the 
long held burden of having to be twice 
as good as everyone else to be given an 
equitable chance at opportunity.” 

After prevailing in the lawsuit, the 
UC Regents took a broader and surpris-
ing approach to level the playing field for 
minority students particularly those in 

low-income communities.
On May 21,  the University of Cal-

ifornia Board of Regents unanimously 
approved the suspension of the standard-
ized test requirement (ACT/SAT) for all 
California freshman applicants until fall 
2024.

“The decision by the board marks a 
significant change for the university’s 
undergraduate admissions,” said UC 
President Janet Napolitano. “We are re-
moving the ACT/SAT requirement for 
California students and developing a new 
test that more closely aligns with what 
we expect incoming students to know to 
demonstrate their preparedness for UC.”

The UC Board of Regents unani-

mously endorsed the repeal of Proposi-
tion 209 in June.

“There is amazing momentum for 
righting the wrongs caused by centuries 
of systemic racism in our country. The 
UC Board of Regents’ votes to endorse 
ACA 5 and to repeal Proposition 209 
plays a part in that effort,” said John 
Perez, chairman of the UC Board of Re-
gents and a former Assembly speaker. 
“As we continue to explore all the uni-
versity’s opportunities for action, I am 
proud UC endorsed giving California 
voters the chance to erase a stain, sup-
port opportunity and equality, and repeal 
Proposition 209.”

In 1996, a ballot measure was put 
before California voters asking them to 
make it illegal to consider race in award-
ing contracts, in hiring for public jobs, 
and in deciding who is admitted to state 
schools. Proposition 209 successfully 
passed with 55% of the vote. 

Enacted in 1996, Proposition 209 
— which was marketed to voters as a 
civil rights initiative — removed essen-
tial tools to fight discrimination against 
women and people of color. Far from 
leveling the playing field, it set up obsta-
cles to success for millions.

Assemblywoman Shirley Weber, 
D-San Diego, is leading the charge to 
repeal Proposition 209, and restore Af-
firmative Action, with Assembly Con-
stitutional Amendment No. 5 (ACA 5) 
on the November ballot. Weber believes 
divisions are driven by inequality and the 
coronavirus crisis has made it clear that 
there is an urgent need to address this law 
that perpetuates inequality.

“The fate of Prop. 209 will now be 
in the hands of voters on Nov. 3,” Weber 

said. “While it was sold as a civil rights 
law when it passed in 1996, Proposi-
tion 209 has cost women- and minori-
ty-owned businesses $1.1 billion each 
year, perpetuated a wage gap wherein 
women make 80 cents on every dollar 
made by men, and allowed discrimina-
tory hiring and contracting practices to 
continue unhindered. 

“Far from being colorblind, the bill 
has set up barriers to women and mi-
norities to share in the economic life of 
California. Proposition 209 has hindered 
public policy, thwarted opportunity and 
maintained economic disparity long 
enough. It’s time to give voters a chance 
to right this wrong.”

The inequalities in education are pro-
found and makes it difficult to obtain 
entrance into the state’s top colleges and 
universities, particularly in the UC Sys-
tem, according to a report issued by the 
UC Office of the President. 

People from underrepresented groups 
who applied to UC Berkeley after Prop. 
209 were 31% less likely to get accepted. 
UC Berkeley witnessed a “marked drop 
in the percentage of Black students” fol-
lowing Prop. 209, said Chancellor Carol 
Christ, who was working as a campus 
provost when Prop. 209 passed.

UC Berkeley’s Black student enroll-
ment among incoming freshmen fell 
from roughly 7% to 3% and has hov-
ered around that figure ever since. In 
fall 2019, 2.8% of admitted first-year 
students identified as Black. Many say 
that figure drops significantly lower if 
athletes are not included. 

The number of African-American 
freshmen enrolled at UCLA fell by near-
ly half — from 264 in 1995 to 144 in 

1998, the first year the ban took effect. 
At Berkeley, over the same period, it 
dropped from 215 to 126.

Wenyuan Wu, whose organization, 
the Asian-American Coalition for Ed-
ucation, is part of a broader alliance of 
Asian-American groups trying to stop 
ACA 5.

“If it passes,” Wu says, “Asian-Amer-
ican students will be further scapegoated 
and penalized in college admissions.”

In the six years that followed Prop. 
209’s passage, contract awards to wom-
en business enterprises dropped from 
6.7% to 3.8%. In the following two de-
cades, California’s minority and women 
business enterprises lost the potential 
equivalent of $1 billion annually in pub-
lic contracts.

This reversal will make the playing 
field more level in education, hiring and 
the awarding of contracts that ensure the 
economic stability of minorities through-
out the state, especially in South L.A., 
which boasts a large minority population.

According to 2010 Census data, the 
59th Assembly District is 75% Latino 
and 19% African-American, and stretch-
es from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, through South Los Angeles.  

Despite his victory against the UC 
system, Smith has enrolled in Morehouse 
College.

“I strongly believe that my generation 
is the generation to shake things up and 
move humanity in the right direction. 
Gone are the days where youth have 
something valuable to say but are told 
to ‘stay in a child’s place,’” Smith said.  
“All in all, I will devote my career to 
pushing for equity, equality got us here, 
equity will move us further.:

Inglewood sets school schedules for distance learning
By John W. Davis
Contributing Writer

INGLEWOOD — The con-
tinued threat of COVID-19 has 
caused the Inglewood Unified 
School District to move forward 
with its plan to begin the 2020-21 
school year online.

The district held five virtual 
town hall meetings, to discuss the 
district’s 100% distance learning 
school reopening plan with par-
ents and guardians between Aug. 
11-13.

The goal was to create a social 
distanced forum where parents 
could ask district leaders ques-
tions, as the school year will be-
gin in Inglewood Aug. 24.

Parents are concerned with 
how absences will be recorded 
for students. District leaders said 
they understand various scenarios 
will arise. That’s why they want 
to be helpful to prevent chronic 
absenteeism 

Parents also are concerned 
if students who are in child care 
will be able to participate in dis-
tance learning during the school 
day. District leaders said they are 
willing to work with individual 
child care providers to help stu-
dents access their virtual class-
rooms.

Families also learned their 
children with special needs like 
speech and behavior therapy will 
continue to receive individual 
services and educational plans. 

Other topics included health 
and safety, instruction, social and 
emotional learning, family and 
community engagement and op-
erations.

For example, whenever stu-
dents are allowed to go to school 
in person again, they will notice 
facilities have face shields and 
plexiglass barriers at all school 
entrances. Also, new signage 
around schools promotes physi-
cal distancing and other COVID 
safety measures. 

“We are in this together,” said 
Erika Torres, the district’s county 
administrator. “We know that it 
has been challenging, but I want 
you to know that we are working 
really hard in partnership with 
our teachers, our classified staff, 

our principals, our entire team in 
our district to make this transition 
as easy as possible.” 

Torres was appointed by the 
Los Angeles County Office of 
Education in 2019 to oversee the 
district, which has been under 
state control since 2012, after ac-
cepting emergency state loans to 
make sure the district did not go 
bankrupt. 

Meanwhile, district leaders 
also shared with parents the min-
imum number of required daily 
instructional minutes.

The breakdowns are three 
hours for kindergarten students, 
three hours and 50 minutes for 
students in grades one through 
three, and four hours for students 
in fourth grade through high 

school. 
“It is critical that our students 

be engaged in the instructional 
program on a daily basis,” said 
the district’s Chief Academic Of-
ficer Bernadette Lucas. 

Inside virtual classrooms, 
district leaders have also built in 
time for students to socialize with 
their friends.

“We will continue special-
ized programs for our students,” 
Lucas said. “In other words, we 
want to make the instructional 
program equivalent to that which 
our students would have been ex-
periencing had they been on site.”

The district also will offer a 
parent education academy. Re-
sources will be in the form of 
pre-recorded videos and live 

workshops. Parents will be pro-
vided with the necessary technol-
ogy skills and educational tech-
niques to help their children learn 
in a virtual setting. 

Hotspots will be provided to 
families that need them for inter-
net access. 

The district also will distrib-
ute devices during distance learn-
ing. Every student will have their 
own iPad or Chromebook by mid 
or late September. The delays are 
due to the increased demand for 
technology across all school dis-
tricts.

Each of the district’s 17 
schools will host a virtual orien-
tation, where specific schedules 
will be shared, before the first 
day of school, which is Aug. 24.

A lawsuit by Kawika Smith has led to the 
state of California considering the repeal of 
Proposition 209, a 1996 ballot measure that 
eliminated affirmative action at the UC and 
California State University systems.
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Tobacco shops cluster in low-income areas, study shows
From City neWs serviCe

LOS ANGELES — A study released 
Aug. 12 found that 73% of public schools 
in Los Angeles are within 1,000 feet — 
about two city blocks — of a tobacco re-
tailer.

The study also found that there are 
seven times more tobacco retailers per 
square mile in L.A.’s lowest-income 
neighborhoods than in the highest-income 
neighborhoods, as defined by data from 
the U.S. Census.

According to researchers from the 

Stanford University School of Medicine, 
the University of North Carolina at Chap-
el Hill and Washington University in St. 
Louis, there are also 32 times more tobac-
co retailers than McDonald’s fast-food 
restaurants in Los Angeles, and 14 times 
more tobacco retailers than Starbucks 
stores.

“This study powerfully illustrates how 
the tobacco industry continues to target 
kids and vulnerable communities in Los 
Angeles and across the nation,” said Mat-
thew L. Myers, president of the Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids, which provided 
support for the release of the study.

“The tobacco industry is hooking a 
new generation of kids by aggressively 
marketing its products, including fla-
vored e-cigarettes and menthol cigarettes, 
in locations where kids are continually 
exposed and have easy access,” he said. 
“Policymakers must take action to protect 
our kids and communities, starting with 
a ban on the sale of all flavored tobacco 
products.”

In California, 2% of high school stu-
dents smoke traditional cigarettes, while 
10.9% use e-cigarettes, according to the 
study.

The researchers, who studied 30 cit-

ies, found that, on average, 63% of public 
schools are located within 1,000 feet of 
a tobacco retailer and that the lowest-in-
come neighborhoods have nearly five 
times more tobacco retailers than the high-
est-income neighborhoods.

“In city after city, this research shows 
just how pervasive tobacco retailers are in 
our neighborhoods and near our schools. 
Retailers give the tobacco industry a 
massive footprint where it spends nearly 
a million dollars every hour on retail ad-
vertising and discounts to appeal to youth 
and other price-sensitive customers,” said 
Lisa Henriksen, a senior research scientist 

at the Stanford University School of Med-
icine and the study’s lead researcher.

Living in neighborhoods with a higher 
concentration of tobacco retailers makes 
youth more likely to start using tobacco 
and makes quitting more difficult, along 
with higher concentrations of tobacco 
retailers in disadvantaged neighborhoods 
contributing to health disparities, the study 
found.

Tobacco use is the leading cause of 
preventable death in the United States, re-
sulting in more than 480,000 deaths and 
$170 billion in health care expenses each 
year, according to researchers.



By Darlene Donloe
Contributing Writer

LEIMERT PARK — Ben 
Caldwell is often referred to as 
the father of Leimert Park. He’s 
not real keen on that moniker, al-
though he thinks it’s better than 
being called the mayor of Leimert 
Park.

For years, Caldwell’s KAOS 
Network, a for-profit community 
media lab, has positioned itself as 
a cultural mecca, home to musi-
cians, fine artists and filmmakers.

The popular and iconic com-
munity arts center provides train-
ing in digital arts, media arts and 
multimedia. Classes are offered in 
video production, animation, web-
site development, video telecon-
ferencing, CD-ROM production 
and internet exploration.

Caldwell’s is a life well-lived. 
He’s an arts educator and indepen-
dent filmmaker who grew up in 
New Mexico assisting his grand-
father, who projected movies at a 
small theater.

At 21, Caldwell fought in the 
Vietnam War. He later studied 
painting and photography at Ari-
zona State University, where film-
making caught his attention.

At UCLA, he studied film 
and became part of the LA Re-
bellion, a group of African and 
African-American students in the 
UCLA School of Theater, Film 
and Television.

He taught film and video at 
Howard University in the 1980s. 
When he came back to Los An-
geles, he settled into what he said 
was the only place he wanted to 
live — Leimert Park. 

Not long after settling, he 
launched KAOS Network, where 
he gained a reputation as some-
one who cared about the kids in 
the community by giving them a 
platform to express themselves. 
His devotion to Leimert Park is 
palpable.

At 75, Caldwell’s careful 
words are that of a sage. Having 

led a full life, one which he makes 
no apologies for, he still gets up 
every morning with a zest for life. 

Contributing writer Darlene 
Donloe recently interviewed Cald-
well, a father of two, about his life, 
his KAOS and Leimert Park.

 
DD: You’ve been called the fa-

ther of Leimert Park. Do you like 
that name?

BC: I guess it’s better than be-
ing called the mayor of Leimert 
Park. I get it. Basically what hap-
pened is that you don’t have many 
male role models or patriarchs in 
the area. With my age and experi-
ence, some people look up to me 
as a father figure. I guess that’s 
OK.”

DD: What does KAOS stand 
for?

BC: Everyone thinks it’s a 
pseudonym. It’s not. It’s a Sanskrit 
word that means ‘Where brilliant 
dreams are born.’ It fit naturally 
for what I was doing and trying to 
accomplish.

DD: How have you had to piv-
ot since COVID-19?

BC: This has forced us to 
be together in a way we weren’t 
doing it before. We’re adjusting. 
I’m able to do international dis-
cussions. I can talk to Africa in 
real-time. I’m doing teleconfer-
encing workshops. We’re making 
it work. We continue to do our 
work.

DD: Describe how Leimert 

Park has changed since you were 
here in the 1980s.

BC: Well, in 1984, there 
weren’t as many black people as 
there are now. There are a lot more 
black people now. When I came 
here it was 40% Black. By 2000, 
it was 90% Black. That’s the ma-
jor change. There is something 
unique going on here that the rest 
of L.A. doesn’t see.

DD: Since 1984 you have 
been fostering hip-hop. Why?

BC: There always needs to 
be a fresh approach to looking at 
people in our neighborhood. Each 
generation here has a new kind of 
music.

DD: Do you actually like hip-
hop?

BC: Yeah, I do. I like the genre 
of the youth I’m working with.  

DD: You had a program called 
Project Blowed that was very suc-
cessful.

BC: There were about 15-20 
underground movements happen-
ing back then. Eminem was part 
of Project Blowed. There was 
JuJu, a Five On the Black Hand 
Side (poetry reading), Revolu-
tionary Poets Café and Bananas 
had Kendrick Lamar in it. We had 
an open mic workshop for young 
hip-hop artists, rappers and graffiti 
artists. I mean we had The Game, 
Eminem, Ava DuVernay came 
out of the project. A lot of peo-
ple don’t know Ava used to be a 
rapper. Figures of Speech was the 
name of her group. She was part 
of the L.A. Rebellion as well.

DD: You have a great rapport 
with young people. How are you 
able to relate to young people? 

BC: I think what happens is 
people become control freaks as 
adults and they don’t let youth 
take their shot. Young people are 
waiting to exhale. When they are 
here, they can take a full breath 
and not feel fearful.

DD: The Art Walk has always 
been popular. Is it still happening 
every last Sunday?

BC: Yes, what we’ve done is 
do it over the internet. We’ve been 

connecting with Curacao and 
South Africa, and we have revis-
ited Diaspora dialogues. We have 
been talking to different cultures 
about our similarities.

DD: You are in the heart of 
the community. What have you 
thought about the recent protests?

BC: I think it is the most won-
derful thing that has happened. 
The millennials are feeling it. 
Hopefully, they are awakened 
again.

DD: What are your thoughts 
on the future of Leimert Park in 
light of construction on the Cren-
shaw/LAX Rail Line?

BC: The plus is we have been 
working on this for 20 years. We 
had a 2020 vision. I think I’m 
finding that the communities are 
amazed at how much we’ve done. 
We won our own bid, the only one 
that was black in the city. We’ve 
been having a bid since 2000. I’m 
really looking forward to it open-
ing. We can use it to create more 
stories in Leimert Park and the 
blackness of here.

DD: When you were at UCLA 
you were part of the LA Rebel-

lion a group of African and Af-
rican-American students in the 
UCLA School of Theater, Film 
and Television, as part of an Eth-
no-Communications initiative 
designed to be responsive to com-
munities of color. Who else was 
part of this group?

BC: At the time, the LA Re-
bellion was Charles Burnett, Lar-
ry Clark, Haile Gerima and Billy 
Woodberry. We were about creat-
ing something unique, something 
different for a cinematic land-
scape. We produced a lot of films. 
I worked on some of them as an 
editor, a writer or the cinematog-
rapher.

DD: You’ve done several 
films like “Medea,” “I & I: An Al-
legory,” “Eyewitness: Reflections 
of Malcolm X & the O.A.A.U.” 
and “La Buena Vida (The Good 
Life)”. What do your films say?

BC: My films trace histori-
cal and cultural connections. If it 
works well, it can make people see 
something in a way they’ve never 
seen it before and then possibly 
change things we felt. I see film as 
a master storyteller. 

DD: You are a huge film en-
thusiast. How do you feel about 
film?

BC: I feel that film is the most 
important communicative device 
we have that can get to a whole 
lot of people. Film can change 
this culture that has grabbed us 
and tried to divest us of our his-
tory and make us hybrid-Negroes 
in this America. Film can change 
that really fast.

DD: Who is Ben Caldwell?
BC: He’s all of those things 

we talked about. I’m living free 
the only way a black man can live 
free in a slave state. When they go 
at me one way, I can live as anoth-
er person. It doesn’t stop me from 
feeling like I’m a man.

DD: You’ve been at this a long 
time. What makes you happy and 
gives you joy?

BC: Being here and being 
able to imagine that I’m able to 
get paid to do everything I want to 
do. I wake up and like what I do. 
Education got me out of digging 
ditches. I can tackle all these crazy 
things that I’ve talked about. I’m 
very blessed.

‘Father’ of Leimert Park reflects on his chosen path

Ben Caldwell
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By Darlene Donloe
Contributing Writer

Since 1998, Covenant House has 
been a nonprofit youth homeless shel-
ter that provides sanctuary and support 
for homeless and trafficked youth, 
ages 18-24.

The organization believes that no 
young person deserves to be homeless; 
that every young person in California 
deserves shelter, food, clothing, edu-
cation … and most importantly, to be 
loved.

Covenant House, which serves 
more than 4,700 youth a year, provides 
a full continuum of services to meet 
the physical, emotional, educational, 
vocational and spiritual well-being of 
young people, in order to provide them 
with the best chance for independence. 

Statistics show that about one-third 
of the country’s youth experiencing 
homelessness live in Los Angeles, 
with nearly 12,000 homeless youth in 
California.

Since COVID-19 hit last spring, 
Covenant House has continued to sup-
port youth, but, like other organiza-
tions, had to pivot its efforts.

Lon Usher, 72, has been with Cov-
enant House for 30 years. She knows 
better than anybody about the changes 
the organization has had to make.

“One of the things I loved to do 
was to interact with the kids on a daily 
basis,” said Usher, an alumni coordi-
nator. “I’m a hugger. Now I can’t give 
hugs. We need to social distance. Now 
they can’t pile into my office to have 
family-like conversations. I can’t teach 
them how to cook in person, which is 
something I’ve been doing for years.”

Anthony Conley, 35, has been the 
community involvement coordinator 
at Covenant House for two years. He, 
too, has had to make adjustments.

“COVID-19 has really changed a 
lot of what I do,” Conley said. “Part of 
my job is to get volunteers, but I can’t 
do it now. We used to have a number 
of volunteers bringing in their exper-
tise. We can’t accept donations. We 
have been able to continue to take new 
clothes, but not used clothes even if 
they are in good condition.”

People have preconceived notions 
about people who are homeless. The 
people at Covenant House have no 
problem setting the record straight.

The people who work at Covenant 
House are quick to tell you that the 
youth they deal with are not homeless 
and they’d prefer it if they weren’t re-
ferred to that way.

“They are youth experiencing 

homelessness, instead of homeless 
youth,” said Michael Stommel, who 
handles communications for the or-
ganization. “Homelessness looks dif-
ferent to different people. Some youth 
who have been living off of friends 
and family members are still home-
less. Favors run out and they have no 
place to go. Some are ostracized by 
family members.”

“I’ve learned that we need to 
change our way of thinking about 
young people,” Usher said. “We need 
to go back to the way it was when I 
was growing up. It takes a village to 
raise a kid. They deserve love. I’m a 
mother and a great-grandmother. I 
wake up looking forward to going to 
work to help someone. I never know 
what I’m going to have to do. It keeps 
me young.”

“Once they are here, they are no 
longer homeless,” said Conley, who 

knew in his heart that working with 
youth was what he wanted to do. 
“About 50% of the youth who come to 
us have aged out of foster care. It really 
affects that population. But we want to 
stress that they are just like us. There 
seems to be a stigma that they are dif-
ferent, just because they may not have 
a support system to keep them afloat.”

“People also assume that just be-
cause someone is 18-24, they are 
grown,” Usher said. “At that age, they 
haven’t really fully developed. Their 
mindset is such that they still need us 
to guide them.”

In 2019, Covenant House boasted 
240,033 meals served to youth, 8,923 
contacts by the Street Outreach Team, 
and 2,226 young people receiving or 
being connected with medical ser-
vices.

Youth who arrive at Covenant 
House are 40% LBGTQ, 40% have 

aged out of foster care, 83% are Black, 
some come as a result of domestic vi-
olence, and some are born into home-
lessness.

“Every story is so different,” Usher 
said.

Covenant House supportive ser-
vices include street outreach, day 
outreach, drop-in center, medical and 
mental health, career services, educa-
tion services and spiritual ministry.

When someone arrives at Covenant 
House, they are immediately met with 
the basic needs through a nourishing 
meal, a shower, clean clothes, medical 
attention and a safe place to sleep.

“It’s not that hard to help people,” 
said Conley, a married father of one. 
“Initially, when I first got here, I felt 
the community didn’t want to give 
back. But I found out that there are a 
lot of people compassionate about this 
issue. Just come sit down and talk to 
folks.”

Conley said some people want to 
push it into another neighborhood.

“It’s the ‘not in my backyard’ men-
tality,” he said. “Education is the key 
— and activism. These young people 
want to dream big. The community 
needs to embrace that. Sometimes it’s 
as simple as a conversation and getting 
to know them on a personal level.”

Covenant House, an affiliate of 
Covenant House International, pro-
vides a safe haven from the difficulties 
of homelessness where youth —re-
gardless of life experience or identity 
— are served without judgment.

The street outreach team goes out 
five days a week to homeless encamp-
ments. The point is to build trust.

“The street outreach team has been 
amazing,” said Conley, who grew up 
in Inglewood. “It’s important to build 
trust so they really understand you’re 
trying to help them get off the street 
— and that you’re not trying to harm 
them. 

“We provide them with hygiene 
kits, clothes and food. When it comes 
to human trafficking, they have been 
groomed not to trust people — only to 
trust their pimp. Some of our kids have 
had a lot of trauma.”

Conley said Covenant House, 
which can always use donations, is in 

need of more beds in Los Angeles.
“Our wait list can be two or three 

months,” he said. “Sometimes it’s lon-
ger for men because there are fewer 
men’s resources. Unfortunately, there 
is a limited amount of beds in Los An-
geles.”

Once someone has been welcomed 
into Covenant House, there are several 
housing opportunities for which they 
could qualify. Each night there are 
about 100 youth occupying beds on 
campus.

There are 64 residents in the safe 
haven program, which allows the resi-
dents to stay from one to 90 days.  

The rights of passage program has 
24 beds, with two to a room and is a 
two-year, on-site transitional living 
program.

“With the rights of passage pro-
gram, 92% of youth don’t fall back 
into homelessness,” Conley said.

Supportive apartments, a two-year, 
off-site, transitional living program 
and the Hope 2 Opportunity (rap-
id-rehousing) program that is perma-
nent housing, supported by Covenant 
House up to 24 months, before youth 
take over – are also available.

When it comes to gauging the suc-
cess of the program, Conley said he 
considers everything the youth accom-
plish “a success.”

“It can be small,” he said. “Maybe 
we can get someone back with a family 
member, or maybe someone gets a job 
or their own place. If we can just allow 
them to be good citizens and good peo-
ple, that’s a success within itself.”

“If they leave and they keep in 
touch and are doing OK, that’s success 
to me,” Usher said. “We have some 
who had children and are being good 
parents. Some have grown up and are 
taking life seriously. We have some 
who would like to give back. What-
ever it is, we want them to know, we 
won’t give up on you.”  

“Making a Difference” is a week-
ly feature profiling organizations 
that are serving their communities. 
To propose a “Making a Difference” 
profile, send an email to newsroom@
wavepublication.com. 

Covenant House provides support for homeless youth 

Lon Usher, alumni coordinator for Covenant House, discusses things with Bill Bedrosian, the 
CEO of Covenant House, which has been helping young people avoid homelessness since 
1998.
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Alseny Soumah, founder of the Lahydi Foundation, speaks from the stage of the KAOS Network in Leimert Park last 
October. The KAOS Network is Ben Caldwell’s base in Leimert Park.

Courtesy photo
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By John W. Davis
Contributing Writer

INGLEWOOD — Opening 
a new business is always a risky 
venture. Opening one in the midst 
of a pandemic is more risky.

A ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny was recently held for Ingle-
wood’s newest black-owned ap-
parel store.

Vacancy Avenue, which is lo-
cated in the 1300 block of North 
La Brea Avenue, prides itself as 
a creative space for the culture, 
selling black-owned clothing and 
accessory brands.

The importance of being a 
black-owned business in Ingle-
wood, in the midst of develop-
ment and gentrification is not lost 
on Tramell Johnson.

“I think it was important for 
us not only to land here but actu-
ally create a staple, a landmark, 
an iconic location,” said Johnson, 
one of the owners of Vacancy Av-
enue and Amoir Noir Los Ange-

les clothing brand. “We want to 
build a place that will last through 
gentrification and be a cultural 
landmark and I think it’s import-
ant for us to show other young 
black people that this is some-
thing that we all can achieve.”

It was an inspiring grand 
opening for Tijahnni Newton. 
She is one of the local entrepre-
neurs with items for sale inside 
Vacancy Avenue.

“The tassel earrings, rings 
and the quartz earrings,” New-
ton said when proudly pointing 
to her items. “It’s really cool. 
First time that someone can real-
ly come into a storefront and see 
my items.”

Newton said it is a complete-
ly different experience than ship-
ping out her custom-made jewel-
ry from home.

“We’re moving into the digi-
tal age of things but this is real,” 
she said. “I hope we never get 
away from being able to walk 
up the street and go into a black 
establishment and buy black-

owned brands. That’s what we 
need.”

Similar sentiments were 
echoed by Inglewood Mayor 
James T. Butts Jr. on Aug. 15.

“There’s been such a fear that 
big businesses, the billion dol-
lar businesses coming in, would 
eclipse opportunities for small 
businesses,” Butts said. “That’s 
why I’m particularly proud to be 
here to celebrate the opening of 
Vacancy. ... I want to congratulate 
all of you for staking your claim 
here in the city of Inglewood.”

“Hopefully, we continue to 
build upon these spaces and cre-
ate more spaces like this,” John-
son added.

Johnson also wanted to 
make sure the grand opening 
gave something directly back to 
the community. The event also 
served as a contact-less back-to-
school supplies donation drive 
for hundreds of students at a 
nearby elementary school.

“This event is fabulous and 
we’re so appreciative of it.” said 

Nicole Peters, the principal at 
ICEF Inglewood Elementary 
Charter School. “We want to be 
active members in Inglewood. 
We’re just here for the children 
and making sure that the children 
are staying educated during this 
time of the pandemic.”

“The fact that you focus on 
children is so important because 
true equality in this country will 
never occur until we equalize the 
educational system and the focus 
has to be on the children so that’s 
the generation that truly becomes 
equal,” Butts said.

Opening a business in the 
middle of the global coronavi-
rus pandemic has not been easy.  
However, it has made everyone 
involved with opening Vacancy 
grateful and thankful.

“It’s definitely been challeng-
ing, but exciting,” said Rachel 
Johnson. “Currently, we’re liv-
ing in unprecedented times, so 
in a way this has really given us 
a chance to focus and reflect on 
what we’re trying to do.”
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New, black-owned apparel store opens in Inglewood

Los Angeles joins lawsuit over census deadline 
From City neWs serviCe

LOS ANGELES — City Attorney 
Mike Feuer announced Aug. 18 that Los 
Angeles has joined other cities and na-
tional organizations in filing a lawsuit to 
block the shortening of the U.S. Census 
response deadline, now set for the end of 
September.

In April, when the COVID-19 pan-
demic was fairly new and stay-at-home 
orders had been issued in certain regions 
across the nation, the Census Bureau 
announced it would extend the deadline 
for people to respond to Oct. 31. But on 
Aug. 3, the bureau shortened the dead-
line to Sept. 30.

“Every L.A. resident has so much 
that is riding on having an accurate cen-
sus count,” Feuer said, adding he sent a 
letter to the bureau the day the change 
was announced asking for an explana-
tion, but received no response.

Feuer said shortening the response 
deadline amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic is unconstitutional and could put Los 
Angeles at risk of losing seats in Con-
gress and millions of dollars in funding.

The League of Women Voters of the 
United States, National Urban League, 
Black Alliance for Immigration, cit-

ies of Salinas and San Jose, and Harris 
County, Texas, Court Commissioners 
Rodney Ellis and Adrian Garcia joined 
Los Angeles in filing the lawsuit in U.S. 
District Court in the Northern District of 
California.

“The government’s forcing the cen-
sus timeline back to Sept. 30 fails to con-
sider the indisputable impact COVID-19 
had on this important process and is an-
other attempt to obstruct full enumera-
tion of America’s people,” said Deborah 
Turner, president of the board of direc-
tors of the League of Women Voters of 
the United States.

“States and municipalities rely on an 
accurate census count to ensure adequate 
funding of basic necessities for all Amer-
icans: critical infrastructure, schools, 
hospitals, social services,” she said.

Thus far, 53.8% of Los Angeles 
County residents have completed the 
census online or by mail, Feuer said — 
far below the last census count in 2010 
when 68% of residents responded and 
below this year’s state average of 65%.

“The rush plan is unconstitutional. 
The rush plan violates federal law. The 
rush plan is a recipe for a severe under-
count with repercussions that will last 
for years,” Feuer said.

Feuer said the census now relies 

heavily on the internet, but more than 
20% of Los Angeles County residents 
don’t have access to broadband connec-
tions, and non-English-speaking house-
holds are harder to count, with nearly a 
quarter of county residents not having 
English language proficiency.

Los Angeles City Council President 
Nury Martinez agreed with Feuer.

“Since day one, the Trump adminis-
tration has targeted, intimidated and vil-
ified our Latino community and people 
of color, so while the city of Los Angeles 
is not surprised by his illegal action to 
undercount our residents and rob them 
of resources and representation, we will 
not stand idly by and let it happen,” Los 
Martinez said.

The Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors raised concerns earlier this 
month about the 2020 census, voting 
to oppose the federal government’s ef-
forts to exclude immigrants living in 
the country illegally from the count and 
shutting down data collection one month 
earlier than expected.

The board authorized its lawyers to 
challenge a memo issued by President 
Donald Trump last month seeking to 
exclude people in the country illegally 
from the count used to allocate seats in 
the U.S. House of Representatives.

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer announces the city will sue the U.S. Census Bureau 
for shortening the response time for the 2020 U.S. Census by a month. The Census Bureau 
recently moved up the deadline for filing census forms from Oct. 31 to Sept. 30.

Courtesy photo 

By John W. Davis
Contributing Writer

INGLEWOOD — A black woman-owned busi-
ness is prompting the adoption of crypto currency in 
Inglewood. 

Najah Roberts founded Crypto Blockchain Plug 
in February 2019 to make sure the urban community 
was not left behind when it comes to crypto curren-
cy, bitcoin and blockchain education. 

She was extremely excited about 2020 until 
COVID-19 hit. 

“It was really disappointing because I had such 
high hopes for what 2020 would bring us,” said  
Roberts, founder and chief visionary officer of 
Crypto Blockchain Plug. “(But) I think the future is 
absolutely phenomenal. We have so many opportu-
nities that are right here at our doorstep.”

Due to rising interest in digital currency, crypto 
currencies are nearing all-time highs during the on-
going global coronavirus pandemic. 

“People are starting to hear that digital currency 
is starting to come into play, so there is much more 
interest in what it is we’re doing here,” Roberts said. 
“I believe that a lot of what’s happening is they’re 
doing a reset, so that a lot of things can go digital.”

Retailers are experiencing coin shortages, 
prompting entrepreneurs to explore alternatives. 
More businesses in Inglewood are now accepting 
crypto currency in exchange for digital payment, 
like In The Cut barbershop, Sip & Sonder coffee 
shop and Philthy Ragz clothing store. 

That development is thanks to Crypto Block-
chain Plug, an education-focused lounge, located 
on Manchester Avenue, less than two blocks away 
from The Forum and SoFi Stadium. In fact, Crypto 
Blockchain Plug is the first African-American wom-
an owned over-the-counter crypto currency lounge 
with a physical location. Crypto Blockchain Plug is 
one of three brick-and-mortar crypto currency ex-
changes in the United States.

Roberts said being a black business owner pres-
ents its own set of challenges.

“As a black business owner, I’m still dealing 
with the same intricacies of less funding than tradi-
tional businesses,” Roberts said. “I’ve seen so many 
businesses get the type of funding that they need to 
try to keep themselves afloat. We were fortunate to 
be able to work with a small bank that got us the 
payroll protection program.”

Roberts said once protesting began this summer, 
she also saw new interest from people who wanted 
to learn about blockchain technology and how the 
digital device is affecting African Americans. 

Meanwhile, the future is bright at Crypto Block-
chain Plug. They’ve partnered with Airbnb to create 

a crypto currency museum and retail store catered 
to international tourists. The Airbnb experience ex-
plains the history of crypto currency and tours Cryp-
to Blockchain Plug’s 3,000-square-foot co-working 
and trading space. 

However, their most ambitious project may be 
“The Parking Plug” which would allow football 
fans and concertgoers the opportunity to spend their 
crypto currency, tailgate with a cigar from Drobe 
Stogies and be transported back and forth to SoFi 
Stadium, The Forum and the Clippers Arena.

Crypto Blockchain Plug is also in the process of 
being a free community hotspot for internet service, 
and when it is safe to do so, will facilitate a Cryp-
to Kids Camp at Pepperdine University and virtual 
monthly meetups like wine, women & crypto and 
coin-o-nomics, which is an online investing educa-
tion platform. 

“I think it’s really up to us as black business 
owners to hold on here and seek out and look for in-
dividuals or smaller banks or smaller organizations 
that will have grants that will help us pull through 
this time that we’re in right now,” Roberts said. 
“This is a long haul. This isn’t a short term, get rich 
quick type of thing. We’re looking for vendors in 
the area that will allow people to shop using crypto 
currency.”

Local crypto currency business
manages to survive pandemic  

Najah Roberts is the founder of Crypto Blockchain 
Plug, a crypto currency operation in Inglewood. Her 
business is one of only three brick-and-mortar crypto 
currency exchanges in the United States.

Photo by John W. Davis

Trammell and Rachel Johnson in Vacancy Avenue, a new apparel store on 
La Brea Avenue in Inglewood. A grand opening was celebrated Aug. 15.

Photo by John W. Davis



By Earl Ofari HutcHinsOn
Contributing Writer

Virtually seconds after presumptive 
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee Joe Biden picked California 

Senator Kamala Harris as his running mate, 
President Donald Trump did the predict-
able. He went on the attack.

Harris was “nasty,” “a loser,” “disre-
spectful” and “phony.” 
He topped it by brag-
ging that he wanted her 
to be the vice presiden-
tial pick, presumably 
because she would be 
virtually putty in his and 
the Republican Party’s 
attack hands. 

Harris won’t be 
putty, but she does have 
five major tasks to per-
form that will do much 
to put Joe Biden and her 
in the Oval Office.

The first is don’t get in the gutter with 
Trump. He will unleash his usual barrage 
of insults, digs, slurs and slanders of her. 
There’s absolutely no need for her to re-
spond or feel the need to rebut every one of 
his lies and name calling. 

Swapping insults with him is sim-
ply playing into his well-honed game of 
distraction, diversion and distortion. The 
added danger of the schoolyard mudsling-
ing back and forth is that it gives Trump 
and the media more juicy ammunition for 
another titillating and distracting headline 
and sound bite. 

Negativism feeds on itself. Harris gains 
nothing by shooting back at Trump every 
time he insults her. This just brings a got-
cha smile to Trump.  

Harris and Biden have the Democrat-
ic Party establishment and millions of 
Democratic voters solidly behind them. 
What they don’t have yet are moderate to 
conservative independents as well as many 

disenchanted eligible Black voters who 
stayed home in 2016 in the five heartland 
states and Florida totally on board. 

Those voters will do much to decide 
the White House. Harris’ task is to sell 
herself as a moderate with a thoughtful and 
pragmatic approach on the crucial issues 
of health care, criminal justice reform and 
education in her talks, rallies and appear-
ances in those states.

Her next task is to deftly pirouette and 
make the case for the Biden ticket to the 
thousands of Black voters who stayed 
home on Election Day in 2016. Their ab-
sence played a big part in putting Trump in 
the White House. 

There are also a lot of Blacks still wary 
and even unforgiving of Biden for his 
backing of the Clinton crime bill in the 
1990s, his alleged trashing of Anita Hill 
and his opposition to busing back in the 
day.

Harris can soften this by camping out in 
Milwaukee, Detroit, Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Miami, Jackson-
ville, Orlando and the major urban areas 
in the five key swing states. And there, she 
will need to be an impassioned advo-
cate for criminal justice reform, massive 
funding and support for public education, 
jobs and housing, and aggressively combat 
police abuse. She must deliver the 2020 
version of Barack Obama’s hope and 
change message to them.

She must make the thousands of Blacks 
that shrugged off the 2016 election as 
having no real meaning to them, make 
them believe that this time it does. It’s not 
enough to rail at Trump as a lousy racist 
to motivate. That didn’t work in 2016 with 
them. Biden and Harris can’t leave it to 
chance that it will work again in 2020.

Harris will have the task of working 
both sides of the political street like any 
good politician does. She’ll talk her track 
record as a law and order prosecutor in 
the suburbs. She’ll talk her same track 
record as a prosecutor who believed in 
real criminal justice reform as well as her 

opposition to the death penalty and mass 
incarceration. 

It’s a deft pirouette but if she can pull it 
off it will pad Biden’s vote totals.

Then there is Bernie Sanders and 
the progressives. Many have kept up a 
drumbeat assault on Biden as a corporate, 
beltway Democrat with loads of conserva-
tive, deal-making baggage. 

Harris has embraced many of the pro-
gressive stances of Sanders’ ardent backers. 
There are a lot of them in the swing states. 
Many stayed home in 2016 or voted third 
party. That also helped sink Clinton. 

Harris will have to convince those vot-
ers that her relatively new found progres-
sivism is for real and she will be a strong 
advocate for issues such as Medicare for all 
and will fight hard against corporate pillage 
and wealth inequality. She won’t convince 
all of them she’s for real. She doesn’t have 
too. Just convince enough of them that she 
is and that will mean more votes for Biden.

Biden will be near age 80 on inaugu-
ration day, if he wins. Harris’s final task 
is to assure voters that if there is an age or 
health challenge or Biden elects to serve 
only one term, she has the experience and 
political savvy to quickly take the wheel of 
governing. 

That is vitally important for one other 
reason. There are still many men and wom-
en who feel the presidency is a man’s job. 
Harris must project a strong, seasoned and 
commanding presence. That is a must to 
break down that still ingrained gender bias.

These are tasks that would challenge 
Hercules. However, the White House could 
ride on how well she succeeds in tackling 
these tasks.

Earl Ofari Hutchinson is an author 
and political analyst. He is the author of 
“Why Black Lives Do Matter” (Middle 
Passage Press). He also is a weekly co-
host of the Al Sharpton Show on Radio 
One and the host of the weekly Hutchin-
son Report on KPFK 90.7 FM Los Ange-
les and the Pacifica Network.
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Harris’ selection represents many firsts
By Marc H. MOrial
Guest Columnist

The selection of Sen. Kamala 
Harris to be the Democratic vice 
presidential nominee represents 
many “firsts:” The first Black 
woman to be nominated on a ma-
jor party ticket. The first person 
of South Asian descent. The first 
HBCU grad.

More importantly, though, her 
candidacy is 
emblematic 
of this un-
precedented 
moment of 
racial reck-
oning in 
America, and 
the outsized 
role that 
Black wom-
en are play-
ing in leading 
the nation 

through this period of crisis.
It’s no surprise that Black 

women have emerged among 
the nation’s strongest and most 
competent leaders. The formida-
ble challenges that women, par-
ticularly women of color, must 
overcome to achieve positions of 
prominence, are like the fire that 
tempers steel.

The National Urban League 

has had a strong relationship with 
Sen. Harris for many years.  We 
honored her as one of the first re-
cipients of our “Woman of Pow-
er” awards in 2004, just after she 
was elected district attorney of 
San Francisco. 

In 2017, when she assumed 
office as California’s third fe-
male U.S. senator, and the first 
of Jamaican or Indian ancestry, 
we honored her with the Hiram 
Revels Award for Achievement, 
named for the first African Amer-
ican to serve in the U.S. Congress.

While we’ve worked closely 
with her since her election to the 
Senate, her fierce advocacy for 
underserved communities since 
the onset of the pandemic has 
been invaluable. She, along with 
Sen. Cory Booker of New Jer-
sey, was a prime sponsor of the 
George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act in the Senate.  

We recently joined her and 
other members of Congress to 
announce legislation that would 

allow those at risk of eviction to 
access legal representation, and 
help protect their credit.  

As a member of the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, she famous-
ly held Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh and Attorney 
General nominee William Barr to 
account during their confirmation 
hearings.

Her groundbreaking selection 
to the position of vice presiden-
tial nominee has drawn com-
parison to the legendary Shirley 
Chisholm, whom she often cites 
as a source of inspiration. In 1968, 
Chisholm became the first Black 
woman to serve as a member of 
Congress, and in 1972 became 
the first Black woman to seek the 
nomination of a major party for 
president.

When she launched her pres-
idential campaign, Harris chose 
a red and yellow design for her 
logo that resembled Chisholm’s 
campaign buttons.

Chisholm faced abhorrent ra-

cial harassment on her campaign, 
and nearly half a century later, 
the racist attacks not only have 
not subsided, they’re amplified 
through social media. But it’s not 
just crude slurs hurled on Twitter 
by anonymous trolls. 

Within hours of the announce-
ment that she had been selected 
as Joe Biden’s running mate, a 
major magazine amplified a racist 
“birther” conspiracy theory about 
her.

Chisholm was realistic about 
the obstacles her candidacy faced. 
“I just want to show it can be 
done,” she often said.

Harris was a child when 
Chisholm ran for president, just 
to show it could be done, and now 
she stands a realistic chance of 
being the first woman to hold the 
second-highest office in the land.

As Joe Biden said the day af-
ter announcing his choice, “This 
morning, all across the nation, 
little girls woke up, especially lit-
tle Black and brown girls, who so 
often feel overlooked and under-
valued in their communities, but 
today, today just maybe, they’re 
seeing themselves for the first 
time in a new way, as the stuff of 
presidents and vice presidents.”

Marc H. Morial is the presi-
dent and chief executive officer 
of the National Urban League.

The formidable challenges that women 
… must overcome to achieve positions of 
prominence are like the fire that tempers 
steel.

THE HUTCHINSON REPORT

Hutchinson

Five Herculean tasks for Harris

[Trump] has no interest in maximizing the 
number of people voting, but minimizing that 
number.

Morial

The Democratic nominee for vice president Kamala Harris has a tough task ahead of hear in the next three months, writes columnist Earl Ofari Hutchin-
son. She must convince Black voters and Democratic progressives that the Biden-Harris ticket is worth going to the polls for in November.

File photo 

By JuliannE MalvEaux
Guest Columnist

What would you do if some-
body walked by your house and 
promised to rob it the next day? 

Most of 
us would take 
every precau-
tion, check-
ing the locks, 
the door, and 
the windows. 
Some of us 
might weap-
on up, mak-
ing sure we 
could defend 
our home-
stead.

Some might also reach out 
to law enforcement, sharing the 
threat with them. Almost all of 
us would take the threat seri-
ously and make the appropriate 
precautions to prevent our vio-
lation.

President Donald Trump has 
warned us that he plans to rob 
us. First, he placed one of his 
crooked cronies in charge of the 
postal service. Then he said that 
he would not fund the postal ser-
vice to facilitate the timely pro-
cessing of mail ballots.  

He has continuously associ-
ated mail voting with fraud, al-
though nine states have had uni-
versal mail voting for years. And 
finally, he just put it out there, 
plain and simple. He thinks mail 
voting favors Democrats and he 
doesn’t want to do Democrats 
any favors. 

So his postal chief is re-
moving mailboxes and shutting 
down sorting machines. And 
now the U.S. Postal Service has 
warned election officials in most 
states that ballots mailed before 
election might not arrive in time 
to be counted.

Trump is setting up a situa-
tion where the November elec-
tion can be contested. He’s doing 
it because he has already stacked 
the Supreme Court in his favor. 
He has no interest in maximizing 
the number of people voting, but 
minimizing that number. He’s 
not interested in democracy, but 
in dictatorship.

If someone told you they 
were planning to rob you, you’d 
take precautions. Trump has de-
clared that he intends to steal this 
election. We can’t let him do it.  

Not only must the Biden-Har-
ris ticket beat him, but they must 
beat him like a drum, so deci-
sively that there is no doubt that 
he has got to go. Here’s what 
you must do.

1. Voting procedures vary by 
city and state. Make sure you 
know the rules. Some places 

send all registered voters mail-in 
ballots, while others require you 
to request an absentee ballot. 
Find your local bureau online, or 
call your favorite local elected to 
get the information.

2. Return your ballot shortly 
after you get it. If you put your 
ballot in the mail on Election 
Day, Nov. 3, it may not be count-
ed. Some places will have drop 
boxes for ballots, and others 
will allow you to drop off your 
ballot. Just get your ballot in by 
whatever means necessary.

3. If you prefer to vote in 
person, or if you’ve neglected to 
mail your absentee ballot, make 
sure you know where your poll-
ing place is. Because of the coro-
navirus, some cities are reducing 
the number of available polling 
places, and the site where you 
usually vote may be closed.

4. It is also possible to vote 
early in person. Check with elec-
tion officials about when and 
where you might vote early.

5. Be patient. Conducting an 
election amidst a pandemic is 
new for us, and some election 
procedures have been unneces-
sarily politicized. You may en-
counter obstacles if you choose 
to vote in person. Document any 
hurdles you have to clear, get 
names of anyone who denied you 
the right to vote, and complain if 
the matter is not resolved.  

The Lawyer’s Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law runs a 
hotline on election day.  Their 
number is (866) 687-8683.

6. Spread the word. Reach 
out to your circle to share infor-
mation about voting and encour-
age your friends and colleagues 
to vote.

7. Because of the corona-
virus, which is not likely to be 
gone by November, there will 
be fewer gatherings to discuss 
the vote. Be on the lookout for 
zoom town halls and other meet-
ings that civic organizations are 
holding. Encourage your church, 
your sorority, or other local or-
ganizations to consider virtual 
town halls. It is in some people’s 
interest to suppress the vote, and 
we’ve seen enough of it these 
past few years.  

It is your absolute right to ex-
ercise the right to vote, even if 
some make it difficult. We don’t 
have to guess the number of jel-
ly beans in a jar or translate a 
passage of the Constitution into 
Latin, as our foremothers did. It 
is in their honor and the memory 
of Rep. John Lewis that we vote.

Julianne Malveaux is a 
Washington, D.C.-based econ-
omist and author. She can be 
reached at dr.j@juliannemal-
veux.com.

You need to vote
early this year

Malveaux
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Trump’s disgraceful assault on the Postal Service must fail
By Jesse Jackson sr.
Guest Columnist

Lagging in the polls, Presi-
dent Donald Trump has launched 
a campaign to discredit the up-
coming election and disparage 
the U.S. Postal Service. 

He has repeated the utter-
ly baseless 
claim that 
voting by 
mail — the 
safest way 
to vote in a 
p a n d e m i c 
— will lead 
to massive 
fraud. He has 
opposed aid 
to states that 
would help 
prepare for 
massive vote 

by mail and blocked the $25 bil-
lion the Postal Service needs to 
make up for lost revenue in the 
pandemic. 

His intent is clear, alleging 
that without the money, “you 
can’t have universal mail-in vot-
ing because they are not equipped 
to have it.” 

Trump has even suggested 
that ballots that are cast before 
Election Day but not received un-
til after Election Day should not 
be counted. Since polls show his 
supporters are more likely to vote 
in person and Democratic vot-
ers more likely to vote by mail, 
Trump may believe that sowing 
panic about voting by mail may 
enable him to steal an election he 
would otherwise lose.

This assault on the Postal 
Service and the election is dis-
graceful and dishonest. In reali-
ty, voting by mail has been used 
by millions of voters, including 

President Trump and his family, 
who routinely vote by mail. Thir-
ty-one million votes were cast by 
mail in 2018 with no evidence of 
meaningful fraud.

Moreover, if — and that’s a 
big if — allowed to do its work, 
the U.S. Postal Service can eas-
ily handle the surge of mail that 
might result from 150 million 
Americans choosing to vote by 
mail this fall rather than vote in 
person. As Mark Dimondstein, 
president of the American Postal 
Workers Union reported on my 
radio show, the Postal Service 
routinely handles 500 million 
pieces of mail a day. Around 
Christmas, that surges to more 
than 600 million a day, with post-
al workers pushing to get cards 

delivered in time for the holiday. 
With more than 30,000 post 

offices across the country, postal 
workers, essential workers in the 
pandemic, take their mission — 
to bind the nation together and 
render postal services to all com-
munities — seriously. That’s why 
the post office consistently en-
joys overwhelming support from 
Americans across the political 
spectrum.

The only question is whether 
Trump, the Republican Senate, 
and Trump’s postmaster general 
and aides will succeed in sabo-
taging the Post Office so it can’t 
do its job.

In recent weeks, Louis DeJoy, 
Trump’s postmaster general, a 
multimillionaire in office for lit-

tle more than a month, imposed 
a series of “reforms” — without 
consultation with postal workers, 
customers or local communities 
— that are slowing the delivery 
of the mail. 

These include cutting back 
hours, eliminating overtime, re-
moving mail processing equip-
ment and mailboxes. With the 
Postal Service already under-
staffed, the result is to delay the 
mail. That endangers not only 
votes cast by mail, but the deliv-
ery of medication to seniors and 
veterans, the delivery of Social 
Security checks and much more. 

The USPS has now an-
nounced that it won’t treat votes 
by mail as priority mail without 
first class postage and informed 

46 states that, under their current 
deadlines, it can’t guarantee de-
livery of mailed in ballots in time 
to be counted.

Both of these efforts — the 
effort to suppress the vote and to 
undermine the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice — are part of longer-term 
Republican plans. The Trump ad-
ministration has announced that it 
wants to privatize the Postal Ser-
vice, selling off pieces to private 
companies. 

DeJoy, with multimillion-dol-
lar investments in private com-
petitors to the Post Office, has 
both financial and ideological 
interest in doing just that. Repub-
licans have forced the Post Office 
to prepay its pension obligations 
— something no other company 
or agency in the country is forced 
to do — in order to cripple its 
ability to finance its own oper-
ations. Delaying service of the 
mail is a feature of their plan, not 
a bug.

Similarly, Republican efforts 
to suppress the vote aren’t lim-
ited to Trump’s blatant assault 
on voting by mail. Republicans 
have amassed a war chest of $20 
million for legions of lawyers to 
fight against any efforts to make 
registration or voting more acces-
sible. They’ve lined up thousands 
of volunteers to harass and intim-
idate voters at the polls. 

The head of a minority party, 
Trump stated the obvious, saying 
that if everyone could vote, Re-
publicans would never be elected.

This disgraceful assault on 
our democracy and on our postal 
service is already meeting resis-
tance. Demonstrators paraded in 
front of DeJoy’s private residence 
in Washington, D.C., House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi is conven-
ing the House to grill DeJoy on 
his actions, and to pass stand-

alone legislation to block any 
changes in operation that would 
delay delivery of the mail. 

Passage will require Republi-
can Senate leader Mitch McCo-
nnell and the Republican Senate 
majority to stand up for a safe 
election in the pandemic.

Citizens should be mobilizing 
pressure across the country, with 
demonstrations at post offices in 
support of the service, with calls 
to legislators demanding action, 
with pressure on state and local 
election officials to provide the 
resources needed for more drop-
off boxes, more hours of early 
voting, more polling places. LeB-
ron James and the Los Angeles 
Dodgers are opening up Dodger 
Stadium to allow voters to vote 
at a safe distance. Every profes-
sional, college and high school 
stadium should join in this effort 
to ensure that voting is safe.

And we need to vote in large 
numbers and early. If voting by 
mail, mail your ballot in early or 
take it to a drop-off box to ensure 
delivery. Don’t wait for Novem-
ber; cast it before Oct. 25. If vot-
ing in person, vote early to avoid 
long lines on Election Day. Make 
certain you know where your 
precinct is — Republicans have 
been eliminating precincts, and 
election officials have been clos-
ing polling places, particularly in 
black and brown communities.

Trump is afraid that if Amer-
icans vote in large numbers 
— particularly people of color 
whom he has continually insulted 
— he will lose. We must act now 
to overcome whatever obstacles 
he erects to make that fear come 
true.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. 
is founder and president of the 
Rainbow Push Coalition.

By e. Faye Williams
Guest Columnist

For me, like many others, the 
news that Joe Biden had chosen 

Sen, Kamala 
Harris as his 
running mate 
in this year’s 
presidential 
election was 
historic, excit-
ing and moti-
vating. 

Sen. Har-
ris brings the 
e x p e r i e n c e 
and talents 
necessary to 
win and gov-

ern. Realizing my opinion does 
not create consensus, I listened to 
local radio to gauge the opinion of 
others in my community.

I know that the perfect ticket 
does not exist, but I was eager to 
learn what others thought. My as-

sumption was that most comments 
would express an understanding 
that the vote is a demonstration 
of trust in a candidate to act in the 
best interests of the voter. I was 
largely disappointed.

Many of the reasons I heard for 
and against the Biden-Harris tick-
et were based upon previously re-
leased opposition research. Many 
were arguable, but others were as 
ridiculous as Kanye West being 
a viable presidential alternative. 
I found myself wanting to debate 
with many of the callers.

Unexpectedly, I received a list 
of reasons for voting Biden-Harris 
that was consistent with my views. 
This list provides me with the op-
portunity to “speak to a larger au-
dience.”

It was sent without attribution 
to an author or origin, but I thank 
whoever took the time to compile 
this cogent list. The list exceeded 
my word limit, but, for the greater 
good, I feel compelled to provide 
as much of it as possible.

1. You’re not only voting for 
president and vice president.

2. You’re voting to prevent 
a 7-2 dangerously conservative 
majority on the Supreme Court. 
(Note: 87-year-old Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg is single-handedly 
fighting to hang on until we have 
a new president. This alone should 
be enough for historic turnout.)

3. You’re voting for the next 
secretaries of education, housing 
and attorney general.

4. You’re voting to keep the 

House and gain a Senate majority.
5. You’re voting for federal 

judges and the rule of law.
6. You’re voting to save Na-

tive American lands and national 
parks.

7. You’re voting for letting kids 
out of cages.

8. You’re voting for scientists 
to be heard and protect us from 
climate change and pandemics.

9. You’re voting for housing 
rights.

10. You’re voting for former 
incarcerated persons to be treat-
ed with dignity and assisted to be 
proud and productive members of 
society with the right to vote “after 
paying their debt to society.”

11. You’re voting for DACA 
Dreamers.

12. You’re voting for the long-
term existence of Social Security 
and Medicare and for your chil-
dren’s and grandchildren’s future.

13. You’re voting for veteran 
health care.

14. You’re voting for afford-
able health insurance for every-
one.

15. You’re voting for teaching 
professionals to be paid as the no-
ble heroes they are.

16. You’re voting for sensible 
gun laws while maintaining your 
Second Amendment rights.

17. You’re voting to curb 
homelessness and find solutions 
to affordable housing.

18. You’re voting against sys-
temic racism and income/wealth 
disparities.

19. You’re voting to defend a 
woman’s right to make person-
al health-related decisions and 
choose personal reproductive 
rights.

20. You’re voting to acknowl-
edge the humanity and protect the 

safety of our family and friends in 
the LGBTQ+ community.

21. You’re voting to stop the 
normalization of white suprem-
acy and dangerous bigotry in the 
mainstream.

22. You’re voting for the 
chance to end qualified immuni-
ty for police officers who commit 
murder and other crimes and hide 
their corruption behind badges.

23. You’re voting to save the 
U.S. Postal Service.

24. And you’re voting against 
allowing the United States of 
America to become yet anoth-
er authoritarian regime run by 
Trump.

The Biden-Harris ticket isn’t 
perfect, no ticket ever will be, but 
we must consider the alternative. 

I plan to do my part to ensure 
that the Biden-Harris ticket wins 
for these reasons and more.

E. Faye Williams is national 
president of the National Con-
gress of Black Women. 

You’re voting for the long-term existence of Social Security and 
Medicare and for your children’s and grandchildren’s future.

Columnist Jesse Jackson Sr. calls out President Donald Trump for trying to discredit the U.S. Postal Service in an 
election year when the coronavirus pandemic might keep people away from the polls. Jackson calls Trump’s actions 
‘disgraceful and dishonest.’
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A long list of reasons why voting is important this November

Williams

By ray curry
Guest Columnist

“The vote is precious. It is almost 
sacred. It is the most powerful non-vio-
lent tool we have in a democracy.”

— U.S. Rep. John Lewis

This month marks the 55th anniver-
sary of the passage of the Voting Rights 
Act, one of the most powerful pieces 

of civil rights legis-
lation in our history. 
The passage of the 
Voting Rights Act 
into law was the re-
sult of decades of 
struggle and sacrifice 
and was truly a shin-
ing moment in our 
history.

Unfor tuna te ly, 
the struggle to ensure 
that all Americans 
have the right and 

opportunity to vote not only continues 
today, we have actually suffered signif-
icant losses on this front over the past 
decade. Some of the most critical pro-
tections of the act, designed to remove 
legal barriers at state and local levels 
that prevented African Americans from 

voting, were essentially gutted by a dev-
astating 2013 Supreme Court decision.

With one stroke of the pen, the court 
set us back decades and created an en-
vironment where we’ve seen numerous 
court challenges to voting rights and 
other legal measures designed to further 
weaken the protections of the Voting 
Rights Act, all resulting in suppression 
of African American and minorities par-
ticipating in the process.

Add to this the fact that many states 
are imposing strict voter identification 
laws, cutting voting times, restricting 
registration, and purging voter rolls. 
These efforts have kept significant num-
bers of eligible voters from the polls in 
recent elections, hitting all Americans, 
but placing special burdens on racial 
minorities, poor people and young and 
old voters.

Adding to these now restored ob-
stacles are new impediments — poll-
ing places consolidated in urban areas 

to make lines longer (and scarier given 
the poorly contained reach of the dead-
ly coronavirus) and attempts to throw 
shade on mail-in ballots, despite the fact 
that the evidence shows us that absentee 
voting is safe and secure.

It comes to this: Americans are being 
cut out of the process by other Amer-
icans. A great victory, fought for on 
bloody streets and across bloody bridg-
es, a score settled and signed into law all 
those years ago has been compromised 
in the courts. Time to despair? Nope. 
It sounds to me like it’s time again for 
some good trouble.

Good trouble was what American 
hero and U.S. Rep. John Lewis called 
the struggle for this all-important right 
of every American. Lewis, a Democrat 
from Georgia, served in the House of 
Representatives from 1987 until his 
death last month, spent decades work-
ing as an organizer and activist, was a 
founding member of the Student Non-

violent Coordinating Committee, and 
original freedom rider. 

He helped organize the March on 
Washington in lockstep with the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and A. Phil-
lip Randolph. He walked into a beat-
ing from Alabama state troopers who 
cracked his head bloody and gassed him 
along with hundreds of marchers in the 
cause of voting rights on the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama in 
1965.

He witnessed and rejoiced in the 
passage of the Voting Rights Act along-
side his fellow freedom marchers and 
years later, would have to see the Su-
preme Court decimate the act. Lewis 
knew that the court’s decision would re-
open the door to voter suppression, but 
he refused to give in to defeat.

Here is what he had to say about our 
struggle: “Do not get lost in a sea of 
despair. Be hopeful, be optimistic. Our 
struggle is not the struggle of a day, a 

week, a month, or a year, it is the strug-
gle of a lifetime. Never, ever be afraid to 
make some noise and get in good trou-
ble, necessary trouble.”

In honor of Lewis, the House of 
Representatives recently passed the 
John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement 
Act, a bill intended to restore the vote 
to Americans — mostly Black, Latino, 
and Native Americans — who were dis-
enfranchised by the 2013 decision.

The Voting Rights Advancement 
Act restores the full protections of the 
original, bipartisan Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. It also creates a new coverage 
formula that applies to all states and ad-
dresses measures that have historically 
been used to discriminate against vot-
ers.

In a few months, we will be voting 
in one of the most important elections of 
our time. You need to make your voice 
count. Make it count in spite of those 
who would stop you. Voting is neces-
sary to make the real change we need 
in this country. We must unite and come 
together to elect leaders who are com-
mitted to reform and to working people. 
The only way to do that is to vote.

Ray Curry is the secretary-treasur-
er for the United Auto Workers.

Voting this year is necessary to make real change
“Never, ever be afraid to make some noise and get in good trouble, necessary 

trouble.”
— U.S. Rep. John Lewis

Jackson

Curry
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SPORTS DIGEST

By Faith Petrie
Contributing Writer

COMPTON — Despite 
sweltering temperatures, the 
Los Angeles Dodgers Founda-
tion, Dodger outfielder Mook-
ie Betts and Pull Up Neighbor 
teamed up Aug. 16 to host a 
grab-and-go giveaway and the 
Compton Town Center.

Betts first partnered with 
Pull Up Neighbor, an organiza-
tion aimed at providing resourc-
es and assistance to underserved 
communities, in his home state, 
Tennessee, by paying for  gro-
ceries and handing out masks 
and other supplies to needy 
families. After being traded to 
the Dodgers in February and 
then signing a long-term con-
tract that will keep him here for 
12 years, Betts brought Pull Up 
Neighbor to his new home. 

“This is my home now,” 
Betts said during a Zoom call. 
“L.A. is my home, so I definite-
ly want to make an impact here. 
Partnering with Pull Up Neigh-
bor, I think they’re doing an 
amazing thing, I just wanted to 
be part of a situation like that.”

Volunteer members from 
Pull Up Neighbor gathered at 
the Compton Town Center to 
provide free food, water, hand 
sanitizer, reusable facemasks 
and Dodger gear to community 

members.
The Los Angeles Dodgers 

Foundation, the Dodgers’ phil-
anthropic vehicle, focuses on 
programs that promote health, 
education and community sup-

port. The foundation provided 
27,500 meals and more than 
$28,000 in in-kind donations 
during the event.

“I think we just wanted to 
be apart of the event and be 

in Compton and to be with 
all those families and support 
them,” Dodgers Foundation 
Director of Youth Programs 
Tiffany Rubin said during a 
phone call. “We know how hard 

COVID-19 has hit a lot of fami-
lies and communities, especial-
ly communities of high-need.”

Families were encouraged to 
drive through the parking lot to 
receive their items, which were 
then placed in the trunks of their 
cars, but supplies were also of-
fered to those without a vehicle. 
Since April, the Los Angeles 
Dodgers Foundation has pro-
vided 370,080 meals and more 
than $1 million in food, water, 
Dodger products and hygiene 
essentials to families in the Los 
Angeles area. 

Voter registration was also 
provided during the event. Betts 
said he wanted to make voting 
accessible. 

“Everybody needs to get 
out there and vote, everybody’s 
opinion matters. Making it easi-
er for people to vote is definite-
ly what I want to do.”

Damian Zamora, the Los 
Angeles field coordinator for 
HeadCount, an organization 
aimed at encouraging voter 
registration, said that his group 
came to the event to educate 
people about how to register 
and what steps they should take 
afterward. 

“Make sure once you get 
that ballot in to try to mail it in 
early because the United States 
Post Office [may end] up being 
slow and everything with the 
funds being delayed to them — 

we want that ballot to get [in] 
early,” Zamora said.  

Compton resident Kevin 
Stephens Sr., the owner of Step 
Your Game Up, a mobile video 
game truck, attended the event 
and was supportive of the voter 
registration booth. 

“Things like this where 
they’re out to get the vote to 
help our progression as people 
[are important], because right 
now we’re struggling as peo-
ple,” he said. “I’m all for this 
neighborhood success, getting 
out and telling people voting 
is precious right now. It’s just 
really really something that we 
have to take upon ourselves 
to make change because if we 
don’t, it won’t be a change.”

The Los Angeles Dodgers 
Foundation is currently work-
ing on restoring and building 
Gonzales Park in Compton as a 
part of the Dodgers Dreamfields 
and Rubin said that the founda-
tion hopes to continue commu-
nity efforts to support families 
affected by COVID-19. 

“Right now from the Dodg-
ers Foundation side, we’re 
looking at more ways that we 
could provide distributions to 
a lot of our program communi-
ties as well, so we’re currently 
figuring those logistics out but 
we’d love to keep the distribu-
tions going for this year,” Rubin 
said. 

Dodgers fans dressed in Dodger blue applaud during part of the program during a grab-and-go distribution of free 
food, water, hand sanitizer, reusable facemasks and Dodger gear to Compton residents Aug. 16 at the Compton Town 
Center. The event was sponsored by the Los Angeles Dodgers Foundation and Pull Up Neighbor. 
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Dodgers Foundation sponsors Compton grab-and-go giveaway 

L O S  A N G E L E S  W A V E

SPORTS

By Don Wanlass
Contributing Writer

I often get irritated at Dodg-
ers fans who are quick to 
criticize players after a bad 

game, a slow start to the season, a 
hitting or pitching slump or any-
thing else that makes fans turn on 
a player or team.

That said, what the heck were 
the Lakers doing losing to the 
Portland Trailblazers Aug. 18 in 
game one of the NBA Playoffs? 
It’s a good thing the Lakers are 
playing in a bubble in Orlando, 
Florida, or they would have lost 
home-court advantage.

The Lakers have six more 
games to win four from Portland 
and advance to the next round of 
the playoffs, but their loss in the 
playoff opener revealed the flaws 
in this team that had the third best 
record in the NBA this season.

Despite their two superstars, 
LeBron James and Anthony Da-
vis, the Lakers are not a balanced 
team. The Trailblazers exposed 
their lack of consistent three-
point shooting skills and the 
team’s failure to develop a fourth 

or fifth scoring option this season.
If James, Davis and Kyle Kuz-

ma aren’t scoring lots of points, 
the Lakers can be beaten.

Against Portland, James 
scored 23, Davis scored 28 and 
Kuzma scored 14 and when all 
three went cold down the stretch 
(the Lakers scored only six points 
in the last seven minutes of the 
game), the Trailblazers were able 
to steal a win.

The Lakers are missing a key 
piece with Avery Bradley decid-
ing to sit out the bubble because 
of family considerations. Brad-
ley isn’t afraid of taking a crucial 
shot, would put the clamps on 
Portland’s Damien Lillard defen-
sively and provides a competitive 
fire that Davis and Kuzma will 
never approach.

The closest thing to Bradley 
the Lakers have is Rajon Rondo, 
the veteran point guard who is 
recovering from a broken thumb. 
Coach Frank Vogel might want to 
get Rondo some minutes Aug. 20 
when the two teams meet again.

The Trailblazers are a solid 
team. Lillard is an all star point 
guard and C.J. McCollum is a 
good compliment at shooting 

guard and Carmelo Anthony has 
revived a career that most people 
thought was over. The trio com-
bined for 66 of the Trailblazers’ 
100 points, with Lillard outscor-
ing everyone with 34 points.

That overshadowed James’ 
triple double of 24 points, 17 re-
bounds and 16 assists. But, at 35,  
James can’t carry the Lakers on 
his back for the entire playoffs.

Davis had 28 points but he 
missed 16 of 24 shots. Kuzma 
made only five of 14 shots while 
scoring 11.  

The Lakers’ starting guards, 
Danny Green and Kentavious 
Caldwell-Pope, were a combined 
four for 21 shooting and the first 
guard off the bench, Alex Caruso, 
was one for six. The Lakers need 
more than the 13 points they got 
from those three.

If there was a bright spot for 
the Lakers, it was their defense, 
which held the Trailblazers to 
100 points. But the Lakers were 
the only team of the 16 teams in 
the NBA Playoffs to fail to score 
100 points in the playoff opener.

They need to fix that before 
game two.

WINNING PLAY: On the 

other hand, the Clippers defeated 
the Dallas Mavericks, 118-110 
Aug. 17 in their playoff opener.  

The two superstars the Clip-
pers brought in last summer to 
try and bring a championship 
home led the way with Kawhi 
Leonard scoring 29 points and 
Paul George added 27. That was 
more than enough to withstand 42 
points from Mavericks star Luka 
Doncic in his playoff debut. Don-
cic could be a household name by 
the time this series is over, he’s 
that good.

The Clippers were helped by 
the ejection of Doncic’s running 
mate, Kristaps Porzingis, in the 
third quarter after an altercation 
with the Clippers’ Marcus Morris. 
Both players were given technical 
fouls but Porzingis had received 
an earlier technical foul for ar-
guing over a foul call and two 
technicals mean automatic ejec-
tion. He scored 14 points before 
he left.

Morris contributed in other 
ways, scoring 19 points and play-
ing tough defense against Doncic, 
who was pretty much unstoppa-
ble.

The Clippers were at full 

strength for the first time since 
arriving in Orlando. Montrezl 
Harrell returned to the rotation 
at backup center after leaving the 
team for his grandmother’s funer-
al.

The Clippers have only played 
their regular lineup 12 times all 
season. They are 11-1 in those 
games.

I am more and more con-
vinced the Clippers will beat the 
Lakers if the two teams meet in 
the Western Conference finals 
next month. The Lakers are going 
to have to figure out how to beat 
Portland first.

ROLLING NOW: It took three 
and half weeks, but the Dodgers 
appear to finally be hitting their 
stride. They have won eight of 
their last 10 games and lead the 
Colorado Rockies by four games 
in the National League West.

According to Baseball Ref-
erence, they are 99.9% certain 
to make the playoffs and have a 
20.3% chance to win the World 
Series. All that and their two best 
hitters from last season are hitting 
.175 and .170.

Imagine how good they will 
be if Cody Bellinger and Max 

Muncy ever start hitting.
Mookie Betts is showing he’s 

worth all that money the Dodgers 
are going to pay him over the next 
13 years.

He’s hitting .305 with nine 
home runs and 21 runs batted in. 
Corey Seager looks completely 
healthy and is approaching his 
all-star form from 2017 with a 
.316 batting average, six home 
runs and 17 RBI.

The Dodgers have the most 
home runs in the major leagues 
and the lowest earned run av-
erage. That’s normally a tough 
combination to beat. 

Manager Dave Roberts still 
goes to a bullpen too early and of-
ten but the Dodgers starters have 
thrown five or more innings in 14 
of the 25 starts. The bullpen has 
been outstanding, posting a 10-3 
record with eight saves, seven by 
closer Kenley Jansen, who rarely 
scares anyone with his velocity 
anymore, but has only given up 
one run and four hits in 11 ap-
pearances.

The Dodgers’ main worries at 
this point are complacency and 
the coronavirus. Nothing else can 
slow them down.

Lakers lose playoff opener to Portland; Clippers win

LeBron James had a triple double with 23 points, 17 rebounds and 16 assists, but it wasn’t enough for the Lakers who 
lost to the Portland Trailblazers, 100-93, in the playoff opener for both teams Aug. 18. The teams meet again Aug. 20.
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Paul George (13) and Kawhi Leonard (2) were the key players for the Clippers in their playoff opener against the Dallas 
Mavericks. George scored 27 and Leonard scored 29 in the 118-110 Clippers victory.
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LOS ANGELES — The Music Cen-

ter will showcase the Alvin Ailey Amer-
ican Dance Theater seminal masterpiece 
“Revelations” as part of the center’s dig-
ital dance experience.

The new offering is programmed by 
TMC Arts for its dedicated series of on-
line dance programs, The Music Center’s 
Digital Dance Experience. The presenta-
tion will premiere on The Music Center 
Offstage, the organization’s virtual plat-
form that offers newly curated program-
ming, including the commission and pre-
sentation of original artwork.

The show “INSIDE LOOK: Alvin Ai-
ley American Dance Theater” will allow 
fans of Ailey’s and those new to the com-
pany to experience the iconic modern 
dance work in three special ways.

Following an introduction by native 
Angeleno and Music Center spotlight fi-
nalist Matthew Rushing, who is associate 
artistic director for the company, viewers 
will enjoy Ailey dancers performing sec-
tions of the powerful “Revelations,” in-
cluding the emotional “I Been ‘Buked,” 
the rousing “Wade in the Water” and the 
triumphant finale “Rocka My Soul in the 
Bosom of Abraham.”

They also will have the opportunity 
to learn the choreography for these sec-
tions as Ailey dancer and choreographer 
Hope Boykin, who recently retired after 
20 years with the company, breaks down 
the moves in an upbeat, highly accessible 
manner. 

A question-and-answer session with 
Rushing will follow, with Rushing an-
swering commonly asked questions 
about the piece.

The show premieres on musiccen-
ter.org at 2 p.m. Aug. 23 and will be 
available in limited on demand viewing 
through Sept. 30.  

For more information, visit mu-
siccenter.org. 

fRom City NeWS SeRviCe

NORTH HOLLYWOOD — The Tele-
vision Academy has announced that enter-
tainment industry icon Tyler Perry and the 
Perry Foundation will receive the 2020 
Governors Award “in recognition of their 
unparalleled contributions to shaping the 
television medium.”

Perry was chosen by the Television 
Academy’s Board of Governors for his 
achievements in television and his com-
mitment to offering opportunities to mar-
ginalized communities through personal 
and foundation programs of inclusion, 
engagement, employment and other phil-
anthropic initiatives and will receive his 
Emmy during the Emmy Awards telecast 
Sept. 20, the academy announced in a 
statement.

The award honors an individual or 
organization in the television arts and sci-
ences whose achievement is so exception-
al and universal in nature that it goes be-
yond the scope of annual Emmy Awards 
recognition.

“Perry’s inspirational journey from the 
streets of New Orleans to Hollywood’s 
A-list is the stuff of American dreams,” 
said the statement. “The self-made actor, 
writer, producer, director and philanthro-
pist is the visionary behind 22 feature 
films, over 20 stage plays, 13 television 
shows, two New York Times bestselling 
books and the groundbreaking Tyler Perry 
Studios in Atlanta, Georgia.

“Through The Perry Foundation, he 
has aided people and charities who help 
others overcome the obstacles that he, 
too, once faced and has been intimate-
ly involved in the support of civil rights 
causes.”

“I’m grateful for and humbled by this 

recognition from the Television Acade-
my,” said Perry. “I’ve always prided my-
self on the work we do at the studio, our 
diverse representation of people from all 
walks of life, and the community we’ve 
built. My hope is that through moments 
like this we can remind others of the pow-
er of ownership and show that when the 
world doesn’t offer you a seat at the table, 
you can build your own.”

Perry’s theatrical plays have grossed 
over $100 million in ticket sales. Perry’s 
theatrical films have cumulatively grossed 
over $1 billion at the North American box 
office; and the average gross is over $50 
million at the box office per film, making 
him one of the highest earning individuals 
in the industry.

Perry launched his first sitcom, “Tyler 
Perry’s House of Payne,” in 2007 with 
an unprecedented initial order of 100 ep-
isodes. The deal for the series generated 
more than $200 million in revenue and 
aired in dual windows on TBS and in Fox 
station group-led syndication.

In fall 2008, Perry opened his first stu-
dio in Atlanta. The space was home to the 
production of over 15 films and over 800 
episodes of television.

Perry’s history of philanthropy in-
cludes support for numerous charities that 
focus on helping the homeless, includ-

ing Global Medical Relief Fund, Char-
ity Water, Feeding America, Covenant 
House, Hosea Feed the Hungry, Project 
Adventure and Perry Place (a 20-home 
community that Perry built for survivors 
of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans). 
He also pledged financial support via The 
Perry Foundation to help rebuild the lives 
of those affected by the 2010 earthquakes 
in Haiti, Hurricane Harvey in Texas and 
Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico in 2017, 
and Hurricane Dorian in 2019.

This year, Perry conceived and im-
plemented several ways to help those fi-
nancially affected by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. He teamed up with grocery stores 
in New Orleans and Atlanta to give out 
gift cards to the elderly; paid for a private 
plane travel for George Floyd’s family to 
attend his funeral; covered funeral expens-
es for Atlanta’s Rayshard Brooks and Sec-
oria Turner; and donated 1,000 gift cards 
to Atlanta residents, which were handed 
out by police as a way to build relation-
ships in the community.

Previous recipients of the Governors 
Award, which debuted in 1978, include 
Star Trek; American Idol; William S. Pa-
ley; Hallmark Cards Inc.; Masterpiece 
Theater; Comic Relief; and ABC, CBS, 
FOX, NBC and A+E networks.
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By maRiSSa WellS
Contributing Writer

“The Future of Sex,” by Karina Velas-
co and Lawrence Lanoff, is a new guide 
book that will send readers on a journey 
of self-discovery that includes personal 
development, spirituality and sexuality.

As a transformation coach, Velasco 
was inspired to create this book by her 
workshop participants.

“After teaching these tools for sev-
en years with Lawrence, our students 
asked us if we had a method they could 

follow at home and 
continue to expand 
their knowledge and 
transformation with 
Sex Energy and that 
is how we decided 
it was time to write 
it down and to offer 
to the world a new 
narrative about sex-
uality,” Velasco said.

In “The Future 
of Sex,” readers 

will learn about communication, setting 

boundaries, identifying what one desires 
in a relationship, how to identify and nav-
igate the foundation of your inner resourc-
es and more. 

This is Velasco’s seventh book and it 
includes the method she has worked for 
many years, the Yorgasmic Method.

“Overall it was our own experience 
and embodiment of the method in our 
own lives and to have solid results of our 
method with our students and private cli-
ents,” Velasco said. “It was a beautiful and 
fun process to put into words our energet-
ic skills in a practical and easy way to un-
derstand and follow up, having efficient 
results.”

“The Future of Sex” is intended for 
“anyone who has an open mind and wants 
to be more free, open and live in plea-
sure,” Velasco added. 

Velasco hopes readers gain a new per-
spective and create deeper connections to 
enhance the pleasure in their lives after 
finishing the book.

“A new perspective of sexuality, to 
understand where they are at, and how to 
use this energy in its multiple benefits,” 
said the author. “We hope as they discov-
er their energy, they have more personal 

power, confidence and have a clear un-
derstanding of what types of relationships 
and life they want to create.”

In addition to being an author, she is 
a speaker, workshop facilitator, healer, 
and transformation coach. To learn more 
about the author and her method visit kar-
inavelasco.com and the yorgasmic.com. 
She is based in Los Angeles.

 
“The Future of Sex” is available for 

$17.95 (paperback) and $9.99 (e-book) 
on Amazon.

Author shares her method of
reaching intimacy in new book

BOOK CORNER

Velasco

ENTERTAINMENT
L O S  A N G E L E S  W A V E

Tyler Perry to receive TV Academy’s Governors Award

For Advertising info: 
Call (323)602-5720

Music Center offers Ailey’s ‘Revelations’ for online viewing

The Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre’s presentation of Ailey’s ‘Revelations’ will be available for online viewing at musiccenter.org. The presentation will be available in limited on demand viewing through Sept. 30

Photo by Christopher Duggan

Entertainment mogul Tyler Perry will receive the Television Academy’s Governors Award during the 2020  Emmy Awards telecast Sept. 20 for his 
body of work that includes television, film and the stage and his philanthropic work through his foundation.

Courtesy photo
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have a stake in ownership in the 
mall,” Goodmon said. “This is 
the most positively transforma-
tive Black community urban de-
velopment project in America. I 
have been humbled by the many 
community members and leaders 
who have come to the table, and 
the incredible talent we have as-
sembled.

Goodmon has been pushing 
for the community to join togeth-
er and purchase the mall since 
April when the CIM Group, a na-
tional real estate company with 
ties to Jared Kushner and the 
Trump family, announced plans 
to purchase the mall, which has 
served South Los Angeles resi-
dents since 1947.

The CIM group wanted to 
change the focus of the mall from 
commercial and retail sales to of-
fice space.  

But sustained community 
outcry by local pastors, com-
munity activists and concerned 
residents who felt the purchase 
would accelerate gentrification, 
launched a vigorous signature 
petition that persuaded the CIM 
Group to withdraw its offer.

Goodmon said that despite 
the grassroots effort to buy the 
mall, other offers keep pouring 
in. The current owner of the mall 
has sent a deadline of Aug. 27 for 
offers on the mall.

“They are trying to sell the 
mall and everyone and their 
mama are trying to buy it,” 

Goodmon said. “We’re not go-
ing to let anybody just come 
into our community and buy our 
mall. We’ve already knocked out 
the CIM group. … They thought 
they were going to come into 
Crenshaw and tell us what they 
were going to do to the mall and 
not even care what we were do-
ing.”

Goodmon has proposed 
launching a five-day fund-rais-
ing campaign to raise $50,000 as 
a down payment on the mall.

“That same energy that goes 
into stopping outside invaders, 
let’s put that energy behind get-
ting the community to come to-

gether to acquire our assets,” he 
said. “It’s not about what any one 
of us wants to see, it’s about what 
we want to see collectively.”

Jan Williams, who leads the 
Downtown Crenshaw Action 
Team and Downtown Crenshaw 
Los Angeles, said, “I’m invested 
in the project because I grew up 
in the Crenshaw District. And I 
hope that one of these days when 
I have grandchildren they will 
also get to experience the Cren-
shaw that I did.

“As a school bus driver, I’ve 
served the community for almost 
20 years, so I’m a public employ-
ee, so my money owns that mall 

and the last thing I want to see 
happen is to see my money push 
my people out of the communi-
ty,” she said.

“We need to raise some mon-
ey so that we can buy our mall 
and keep our culture right here in 
Crenshaw.

“So what we need to do as a 
collective is first, have a petition 
that community residents can 
sign and get 50,000 signatures 
within the next five days and 
have this petition go viral with 
the hashtag #40acresandamall.”

“We’re asking for $5 up to a 
$500 donation,” Williams said. 
“You can sign and share the pe-

tition at www.downtowncren-
shaw.com/petition. We need peo-
ple to start their own fundraiser, 
as well.”

Zurita Jones, co-founder of 
the Baldwin Leimert Crenshaw 
Local of the Los Angeles Tenants 
Union, said she knew that devel-
opers are attempting to gentrify 
the community. 

“This fight is not a new fight 
in the African-American com-
munity,” she said. “My struggles 
really started when a nuisance 
abatement lawsuit was put on 
our property by the city of Los 
Angeles at the 425-unit Chesa-
peake apartments. I came back to 
(Chesapeake) to assist my mom, 
who was getting older and losing 
her hearing.”

Jones said a suit filed by the 
city on her mother’s property la-
beled all the tenants as cocaine 
sales people and gangsters. 

When they do that, she added, 
they are able to change the cove-
nants of your lease and your rent-
al agreements that you have been 
paying on for years. With those 
changes, they can start evicting 
you for things that you have al-
ready done or have the ability to 
do under your original lease. 

“We’re talking about simple 
things like having a barbecue in 
your yard, letting your kids play 
on the grass or riding their bike 
or limit the type and how many 
visitors you have coming to your 
apartment,”Jones said.

“I know my mother isn’t a 

cocaine sales person and I know 
that I’m not a gangster and none 
of my children are gangsters, so 
that’s just a way for them to take 
the property from us and move 
the land from right under our 
feet.”

“When you have a mecha-
nism that is allowed to do this to 
long-term tenants, it is a simple 
and easy way to move everyone 
out.

Jones said that is why she 
formed the Tenant’s Association 
of Los Angeles. 

“Our goal at the tenants union 
is to maintain housing for those 
who are already housed,” she 
said. “We’re here in a communi-
ty where there is increased gen-
trification in our neighborhoods 
and individuals do not know 
what their rights are.

“That is the number one way 
to make sure you don’t maintain 
your housing which could lead 
to illegal eviction. I was able to 
rally around a handful of tenants 
on the property and created a 
Tenant’s Association of Los An-
geles in less than seven days. I 
contacted some lawyers from the 
Legal Aid Foundation of Los An-
geles and we went to court.

“Being a collective body in 
a community is very important. 
You have to use your communi-
ty voice. We have struggled, but 
we have strength in numbers and 
those numbers can move moun-
tains.”

Community group hopes to purchase Crenshaw mall

Damien Goodmon

MALL, from Page 1

From City News serviCe

LOS ANGELES — The 
county is meeting five of the 
state’s six coronavirus-monitor-
ing benchmarks, according to 
the public health director, who 
hailed residents and business-
es for slowing the spread of 
COVID-19.

But Barbara Ferrer warned 
that reckless behavior such as 
large gatherings, parties and 
indoor church services could 
threaten that recovery effort.

“We know that a person can 
be positive for COVID-19 and 
able to transmit the virus to oth-
ers without ever, ever having any 
symptoms, or even being aware 
that they are infected,” Ferrer 

said Aug. 17 while offering an 
update on the latest coronavirus 
statistics. “If this person attends 
a gathering, especially indoors, 
where they’re socializing, eating, 
drinking, potentially not wearing 
a face covering or distancing, 
they can easily infect many other 
people who are at the gathering 
doing the same.

“We have many examples 
here in our county and across 
the country of gatherings, par-
ties and services that did result 
in outbreaks of COVID-19,” 
she said. “We’ve seen outbreaks 
on college campuses, fraternity 
and sorority houses, restaurants, 
from our protests, churches and 
at people’s homes all across the 
country and some of these gath-

erings have resulted in tragic loss 
of life and serious illness.”

Ferrer declined to comment 
on specifics of a legal battle the 
county is waging with a Sun Val-
ley church that defied health or-
ders Aug. 16 and held an indoor 
worship service. But she said 
such gatherings are equally as 
dangerous.

“We do continue to extend 
our hand to every single faith-
based organization and do our 
utmost to help you and your con-
gregants find acceptable ways of 
worshiping outdoors,” she said. 
“Many houses of worship are 
already doing this and we thank 
you for your efforts. It’s a won-
derful show of fellowship and 
concern for our community.”

Ferrer continued to express 
overall optimism about the pos-
itive trends in most coronavi-
rus-tracking measures. She said 
the county now meets five of 
the state’s benchmarks, falling 
short only in the rate of new 
cases, which stands at a 14-day 
daily average of 295 new cases 
per 100,000 residents. The state 
benchmark is 100 or less.

But Ferrer said the coun-
ty meets other benchmarks for 
drops in hospitalizations, the 
seven-day average positivity rate 
— now at 6%, testing capacity 
and availability of intensive-care 
unit beds and ventilators.

Until the county can meet all 
six state benchmarks, it will re-
main on the state’s monitoring 

list, which prevents reopening of 
schools and many businesses. 

As of Aug. 17, 42 of the 58 
counties in the state were on the 
list, although San Diego County 
is expecting to be removed Aug. 
18, according to Gov. Gavin 
Newsom.

The county announced anoth-
er 64 deaths due to the virus Aug. 
18, bringing the total since the 
start of the pandemic to 5,337, 
but a lack of results from a large 
lab resulted in an unusually low 
number of 1,003 newly con-
firmed cases.

She also announced another 
1,185 cases, noting that the num-
bers of new cases and deaths are 
typically lower early in the week 
due to reduced testing and re-

porting over the weekend.
The countywide total number 

of cases since the pandemic be-
gan is 224,134.

“As we work together to pre-
vent more illness and death from 
COVID-19, it is important to 
note that while testing can help 
identify people who are infect-
ed, testing alone cannot prevent 
all transmission,” Ferrer said. 
“Individuals who test positive 
are capable of infecting others 
48 hours before they have any 
symptoms or a positive test re-
sult. The best way to prevent 
transmission is to take universal 
precautions — keep six feet apart 
from others, wear a face cover-
ing outside your home, and wash 
hands often.”

County meets five of six state COVID-19 benchmarks 

actions of our police department. 
I think if they find issues and 
they raise them, it provides 
information for us to do better 
in the future.”

The vote was 8-4, with 
Councilmen Joe Buscaino, Paul 
Koretz, Paul Krekorian and 
John Lee opposed.

“We don’t sacrifice our 
responsibility as legislators, 

as lawmakers because of the 
historical moment,” Krekorian 
said. “We have to vote on 
specific things that are debated 
based on the specific merits of 
that debate, and in this case, 
I’ve got to tell you, maybe this 
is the right thing to do, maybe it 
isn’t. But since we have nothing 
before us to suggest whether 
this helps or hurts our own 
investigation, I, at this point, 

cannot support this.”
The Police Protective 

League board of directors also 
opposed the council’s action 
in a statement to City News 
Service.

“There is a real danger when 
politicians attempt to influence 
independent investigations for 
their own personal political 
gain,” the statement reads. “It is 
in everyone’s best interests for 

there to be a full, fair, transparent 
and timely independent 
investigation conducted by 
department professionals to 
determine the facts and not 
further politicize public safety 
by a few council members 
seeking another headline and 
to further divide police officers 
from the community we serve.”

A report from the council’s 
Public Safety Committee stated 

the situation was “unique,” 
given the officer’s ties to the 
league’s board.

The shooting occurred on 
April 22, after officers went to 
32nd and San Pedro streets on a 
report of a multi-vehicle crash. 
A man, later identified as Daniel 
Hernandez, was in the street 
with an “edged weapon,” and 
an officer shot him, police said.

On the 911 call about 

the incident, a woman told 
dispatchers that it was a “really 
bad accident,” and another 
woman said a man had struck 
five vehicles with his car and 
was armed with a knife.

Hernandez died at the scene 
and a box cutter was recovered. 
No officers were injured, 
but two people were taken 
to a hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries.

Council asks attorney general to investigate LAPD shooting
INVESTIGATION, from Page 1

DD: Officers adjusting their 
intentions and how they work 
with people is easy to say. How 
are you going to evaluate wheth-
er it’s working?

ET: We’re going to let the 
community evaluate that. It’s 
evaluated by if it’s a critical in-
cident, is everyone willing to sit 
down and talk about it. Can that 
community member pick up a 
phone and ask for resources? 
How do you measure trust and a 
relationship? It’s a feeling [and] 
you can’t put a number on a feel-
ing.

That’s how I gauge the effort 
toward wanting to build relation-
ships.

DD: When you were growing 
up, did you have a relationship 
with officers?

ET: I didn’t. I had no rela-
tionship with law enforcement. 
No contact with them. I had no 
negative reaction with them. I 
had no perception of them as be-
ing good or bad. I was too young 
to realize what was going on.

DD: What about when you 
were a little older?

ET: When I was a teenager, 
Rodney King was the catalyst 

to make me look at law enforce-
ment. That drove me. I remem-
ber turning on the television and 
watching the looting after the 
verdict. I felt shocked. At my 
age, that was the first time I lived 
through a civil unrest. 

The pain and hurt I saw in 
the African-American commu-
nity after the incident stuck with 
me. At the same time, knowing 
what was going on with gangs 
and what it was doing to the 
community also hurt me. I said, 

‘This isn’t right.’ I was yearning 
to give back and build bridges 
and trust and care. I still feel the 
same way.

DD: You didn’t mention the 
beating of Rodney King.

ET: I was shocked. I could 
not believe that that was happen-
ing. I had an apartment with my 
girlfriend and I remember feeling 
sick to my stomach. I remember 
out loud saying, ‘Why are they 
beating him like that? I don’t un-
derstand.’ It hurt to watch. To see 
him get up and down was very 
shocking and sad. I remember 
saying over and over again, ‘I 
don’t understand.’  

Then fast-forward to George 
Floyd. My daughter, who is 17, 
and my son who is 20 said, ‘You 
gotta see this.’ I had to watch a 
couple of times to wrap my head 
around it. I was just shocked. 
What happened was wrong. That 
was the straw that broke… but so 
was Rodney King, and Trayvon 
and…

DD: Why is today different?
ET: I’m not saying the safety 

program is the answer. It’s part 
of the solution. It’s about being 
proactive and building relation-
ships. The community holds us 
accountable and we hold them 

accountable. 
It’s different because we 

watched this man die. We 
watched him take his last breath. 
That was a call to action on so 
many different fronts. This is 
an opportunity for everybody to 
look within and self-evaluate and 
think about, where we go from 
here.

 Everybody should be self-ex-
amining and realigning, not just 
the police but our court and jus-
tice system, our schools, all of it. 
How do we change the narrative 
of Black men feeling they are not 
valued?

DD: Pete White, executive 
director of LA Community Ac-
tion Network, says the CSP pro-
gram is going in the wrong direc-
tion. Defund LAPD and refund 
the community. Do you agree? 

ET: I don’t. What I believe in 
is a reallocation of resources to 
help the community thrive 100%. 
There should be reallocation giv-
en back to the community. CSP 
has been in existence since 2011. 
There’s no new money. 

We are realigning to build this 
new CSP bureau. It’s just a real-
location of resources. Funding 
needs to go into public health and 
stress and community engage-

ment. The police aren’t going 
away. We aren’t going anywhere. 
Let’s at least have a relationship.

DD: Do you understand some 
Black people’s hatred of police?

ET: I do. I understand it, but 
at the same time, I wonder if they 
understand how far we’ve come, 
specifically for LAPD. I know 
that we went through the con-
sent decree and were monitored 
because of our actions. We went 
through the Rampart scandal. 

About 9.6% of the city is Af-
rican American. You want to rep-
resent the community you serve. 
You want someone to look like 
you. We have officers who have 
always been in the community. 
We went through bias training. 
We have consistently tried to 
reimagine ourselves and under-
stand the community with our 
reforms. 

We still have a ways to go. 
We are listening. We hear. We 
understand the hurt and mistrust. 
We can’t move forward without 
recognizing and understanding 
our past. Some aren’t going to 
get past the pain. I understand 
that. I hope they do — so we can 
make changes. Sometimes that 
pain is a heavy weight to carry.

New LAPD deputy chief discusses her responsibilities

Emada Tingirides when she was a sergeant with the Los Angeles Police De-
partment. Last month she became the second Black women to serve as dep-
uty chief with the department.

Courtesy photo

DEPUTY CHIEF, from Page 1
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cond $300. (310) 530-6361, 
310-920-4114

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
3320

ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on you diabet-

ic supplies! Convenient 
home shipping for monitors, 

test strips, insulin pumps, 
catheters and more! To learn 
moe, call now! Call us at 1-
844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)

STAY IN YOUR HOME 
LONGER with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 1-
844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN) 

MISC. WANTED
3335

FREON WANTED: We pay 
CASH for cylinders and 

cans: R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114. Convenient. Cerfified 
Proffesionals. Call 312-586-

9371 or Refrigerant
Finders.com. (Cal-Scan) 

NEED SOME CASH! 
Sell us your unwanted gold, 

jewelry, watches & 
diamonds. Call 

GOLD GEEK 1-844-
905-1684. BBB A Plus 

Rated. Request your 100 
percent FREE, no risk, no 

strings attached appraisal kit.  
Call today! (Cal-SCAN) 

HANDYMAN
4315

***GREAT PRICE! Painting, 
plumbing, stucco, roof, elec-

trical, tile,  concrete, land-
scape, sec 8. 323-335-0540

HAULING
4320

GARAGE CLEANING 
& HAULING.   FREE EST. 

MR. ANDERSON
(323) 236-1222

HEALTH & FITNESS
4325

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
USERS! The NEW  Inogen 
One G5. 1-6 flow settings. 

Designed for 24 hour oxygen 
use. Compact  and Light-

weight. Get a Free Info kit to-
day: 844-359-3976  

(Cal-SCAN) 

ATTENTION: Oxygen 
Users! Gain freedom with a 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-

tor! No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaranteed Low-
est Prices! Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store: 
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN) 

INSURANCE SERVICE
4350

LOWEST PRICES ON
Health Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top com-

panies! Call Now! 888-
989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 20 
A-rated insurance compa-

nies. Get a quote within mi-
nutes. Average savings of 
$444/year! Call 1-844-410-
9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Cen-

tral) (Cal-SCAN) 

TAX SERVICES
4570

DIRECTV - Switch
and Save! $39.99. Select 

All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of 

Shows/Movies on Demand. 
FREE Genie HD DVR Up-

grade. Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE fro 3 mos! 
Call 1--888-641-5762

(Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES
4570

OVER 10K IN DEBT?
Be Debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB Rated.Call 

National Debt Relief 1-888-
508-6305 (Cal-SCAN)

STRUGGLING With 
Your Private Student Loan 
Payment? New relief pro-

grams can reduce your pay-
ments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. 
Call the Helpline 866-305-
5862 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 

Eastern) (Cal-SCAN) 

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED
6005

1 Bd 2nd floor, newly re-
modeled, 5315 Cimmeron 
St, 90062. Sec 8 OK.  Ms. 

Snead 213-910-0503

NOW LEASING in Willow-
brook - New 2 & 3 BDR 

$1,198 to $1,606 Applica-
tions will be available August 
17, 2020 at www.linchous-

ing.org/signatureproperties/s
pringhaven Income & other 
restrictions apply. Disabled 

applicants encouraged to ap-
ply. See application for more 

info.(866) 506-9743 EOH

ROOMS
6850

Two bdrm apt. sec 8 ok. 
Rent $2000. 727 W 82nd St, 
LA CA 90044. Hoover/82nd 

St. Call 310-433-8800

REAL ESTATE

Private Investor RE Loans
Commercial Real Estate
Investment Properties

NO Owner Occupied SFR
Bad credit & BK OK

Min Loan $100K - $25 mil
Call 310-384-8438

Dr. Bob Broker # 0884196

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate Loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 

Company. www.viploan.com
Call 818-248-0000. 

Broker-Principal BRE 
01041073. No consumer 

loans.  (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
8145

WANTED Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist. 1948-1973
only. Any condition, top $ 

paid. PLEAE LEAVE MES-
SAGE 1-707-339-5994. 

Email:porscherestoration.
yahoo.com (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive

a major tax deduction.
Help homeless pets.

Local. IRS Recognized. Top 
Value Guaranteed. Free Es-
timate and Pickup. LAPETS 

ALIVE .ORG 1-833-
772-2632 (Cal SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT 

TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. FREE 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork taken 
Care of. Call 1-844

-0491-2884  (Cal-SCAN)

CIVIL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 20VECP00244

Superior Court of California, County of Los 
Angeles
Petition of: Heather Bloemsma-Russell for 
Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner Heather Bloemsma-Russell filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows:
Heather Bloemsma-Russell to Ivy Heather Thaide
The Court orders that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this court at the hearing 
indicated below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not be grant-
ed. Any person objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition should not be granted. If 
no written objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 09/17/2020, Time: 8:30 , Dept.: A, Room: 
510
The address of the court is 6230 Sylmar Ave, Van 
Nuys, CA 91401
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once each week for four suc-
cessive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: Southwest Wave
Date: August 03, 2020
Huey P. Cotton
Judge of the Superior Court
8/13, 8/20, 8/27, 9/3/20
WWA-3387271#
SOUTHWEST WAVE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAMES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2020103687

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
1. THE RESET, 2. THE RESET YONI WELLNESS, 
3710 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BLVD., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90008 County of LOS ANGELES
Mailing Address: PO BOX 92886, PASADENA, 
CA 91109
Registered owner(s):
ZANETA POLARD-VALENCIA, 600 LINCOLN 
AVE UNIT 92886, PASADENA, CA 91109
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant(s) started doing business on 
05/2020. 
I declare that all information in this statement 
is true and correct. (A registrant who declares 
as true any material matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and Professions code 
that the registrant knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed 
one thousand dollars ($1,000)). 
S/ ZANETA POLARD-VALENCIA, Owner
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 07/11/2020. 
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision (a) of 
Section 17920, a Fictitious Name Statement gen-
erally expires at the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the statement pur-
suant to Section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective January 1, 2014, 
the Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be accompanied by the Affidavit of Identity form. 
The filing of this statement does not of itself autho-

rize the use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another under 
Federal, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code). 
Original Filing
8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27/20
WWA-3386742#
SOUTHWEST WAVE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2020106923

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
BOBBIE CARR, 7531 HAMPTON AVENUE UNIT 
#205, LOS ANGELES, CA 90049 County of LOS 
ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
ANTHONY MAGNES, 7531 HAMPTON AVENUE 
UNIT #205, LOS ANGELES, CA 90049; State of 
Incorporation: CA
This business is conducted by an Individual
The registrant(s) started doing business on N/A. 
I declare that all information in this statement 
is true and correct. (A registrant who declares 
as true any material matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and Professions code 
that the registrant knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed 
one thousand dollars ($1,000)). 
S/ ANTHONY MAGNES, Owner
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 07/16/2020. 
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision (a) of 
Section 17920, a Fictitious Name Statement gen-
erally expires at the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the statement pur-
suant to Section 17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective January 1, 2014, 
the Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be accompanied by the Affidavit of Identity form. 
The filing of this statement does not of itself autho-
rize the use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another under 

Federal, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions Code). 
Original Filing
8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27/20
WWA-3385596#
SOUTHWEST WAVE

GOVERNMENT

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION

AUTHORITY (LACMTA)
INVITATION FOR BID

LACMTA will receive Bids/Proposals for VM71161 
- SYNTHETIC TRANSMISSION OIL at the 
9th Floor Receptionist Desk, Vendor/Contract 
Management Department, One Gateway Plaza, 
Los Angeles, CA 90012.

A Pre-Bid conference will not be held. All Bids 
must be submitted to LACMTA, and be filed at the 
reception desk, 9th floor, V/CM Department, on 
or before 11:00 a.m. Pacific Time on Thursday, 
September 17, 2020, at which time bids will be 
opened and publicly read. Bids received after the 
above date and time may be rejected and returned 
unopened. Each Bid must be sealed and marked 
Bid No. VM71161. 

For a copy of the Proposal/Bid specification visit 
our Solicitation Page on our Vendor Portal at 
https://business.metro.net or for further informa-
tion email Tanya Allen at allentm@metro.net.
8/20/20
WWA-3389817#
SOUTHWEST WAVE

DEADLINES
•Class Display-Monday 5:00 p.m. prior to publication
•Liner ads-Wednesday 11:00 a.m. prior to publication

CLASSIFIED
To Place An Ad Call: L.A. Office (323) 602-5720
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Have that
empty feeling

inside?
Fill that void.

Find a furry friend at
the Los Angeles
Animal Care &
Control Center

Injured on the job? Pain from repetitive 
movement? Stress from harassment? 

Let us help you fight for the benefits you 
deserve. Call now for a free consultation. 
We can come to you. You only pay if we 

win your case. Se habla espanol.
RHEE DEAN LAW

A Professional Corporation
800 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel: (213) 600-7774
www.rheedeanlaw.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2005

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2005

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

1010

IN HOME ELDER CARE.  
$15/hour. No housework. 

Light cooking. Mon-Fri. No 
covid 19. (323) 674-5552

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2005

KC BUYS HOUSES -FAST-
EST CASH - Any Condi-

tion. Family owned & oper-
ated. Same day offer! (951)  
777-2518 WWW.KCBUYS-
HOUSES.COM (Cal SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE TO 
YOUR HOME? Call for a 

quote for professional clean-
up and maintain the value of 
your home. Set up an appt. 
today. Call 1-855-401-7069 

(Cal-SCAN) 

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR. We want to 

Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing. Trusted by Au-

thors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Con-

sultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call for 
Your Free Author’s Guide 1-

877-538-9554 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali  

(Cal-SCAN) 

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door 

Omaha Steaks! Get 4 FREE 
Burgers. Order The Griller’s 

Bundle - ONLY $79.99. 
1-877-882-4248. 

Use code 63281PAM or 
www.OmahaSetaks.com/

family06 (Cal-SCAN) 

VICTIMS OF sexual abuse 
by Catholic clergy have 
rights. Free, confidential

consultation. 800-444-9112. 
Mathews Law Firm, PLLC. 

250 Vallombrosa Ave, 
Suite 266, Chico, CA
95926 (Cal-SCAN) 

FURNITURE
3225

COUCH xlnt cond, gold, 
$400. China cabinet, xlnt 

cond $300. (310) 530-6361, 
310-920-4114

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
3320

ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on you diabet-

ic supplies! Convenient 
home shipping for monitors, 

test strips, insulin pumps, 
catheters and more! To learn 
moe, call now! Call us at 1-
844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)

STAY IN YOUR HOME 
LONGER with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 1-
844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN) 

MISC. WANTED
3335

FREON WANTED: We pay 
CASH for cylinders and 

cans: R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114. Convenient. Cerfified 
Proffesionals. Call 312-586-

9371 or Refrigerant
Finders.com. (Cal-Scan) 

NEED SOME CASH! 
Sell us your unwanted gold, 

jewelry, watches & 
diamonds. Call 

GOLD GEEK 1-844-
905-1684. BBB A Plus 

Rated. Request your 100 
percent FREE, no risk, no 

strings attached appraisal kit.  
Call today! (Cal-SCAN) 

HANDYMAN
4315

***GREAT PRICE! Painting, 
plumbing, stucco, roof, elec-

trical, tile,  concrete, land-
scape, sec 8. 323-335-0540

HAULING
4320

GARAGE CLEANING 
& HAULING.   FREE EST. 

MR. ANDERSON
(323) 236-1222

HEALTH & FITNESS
4325

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
USERS! The NEW  Inogen 
One G5. 1-6 flow settings. 

Designed for 24 hour oxygen 
use. Compact  and Light-

weight. Get a Free Info kit to-
day: 844-359-3976  

(Cal-SCAN) 

ATTENTION: Oxygen 
Users! Gain freedom with a 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-

tor! No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaranteed Low-
est Prices! Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store: 
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN) 

INSURANCE SERVICE
4350

LOWEST PRICES ON
Health Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top com-

panies! Call Now! 888-
989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 20 
A-rated insurance compa-

nies. Get a quote within mi-
nutes. Average savings of 
$444/year! Call 1-844-410-
9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Cen-

tral) (Cal-SCAN) 

TAX SERVICES
4570

DIRECTV - Switch
and Save! $39.99. Select 

All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of 

Shows/Movies on Demand. 
FREE Genie HD DVR Up-

grade. Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE fro 3 mos! 
Call 1--888-641-5762

(Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES
4570

OVER 10K IN DEBT?
Be Debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB Rated.Call 

National Debt Relief 1-888-
508-6305 (Cal-SCAN)

STRUGGLING With 
Your Private Student Loan 
Payment? New relief pro-

grams can reduce your pay-
ments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. 
Call the Helpline 866-305-
5862 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 

Eastern) (Cal-SCAN) 

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED
6005

1 Bd 2nd floor, newly re-
modeled, 5315 Cimmeron 
St, 90062. Sec 8 OK.  Ms. 

Snead 213-910-0503

NOW LEASING in Willow-
brook - New 2 & 3 BDR 

$1,198 to $1,606 Applica-
tions will be available August 
17, 2020 at www.linchous-

ing.org/signatureproperties/s
pringhaven Income & other 
restrictions apply. Disabled 

applicants encouraged to ap-
ply. See application for more 

info.(866) 506-9743 EOH

ROOMS
6850

Two bdrm apt. sec 8 ok. 
Rent $2000. 727 W 82nd St, 
LA CA 90044. Hoover/82nd 

St. Call 310-433-8800

REAL ESTATE

Private Investor RE Loans
Commercial Real Estate
Investment Properties

NO Owner Occupied SFR
Bad credit & BK OK

Min Loan $100K - $25 mil
Call 310-384-8438

Dr. Bob Broker # 0884196

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate Loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 

Company. www.viploan.com
Call 818-248-0000. 

Broker-Principal BRE 
01041073. No consumer 

loans.  (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
8145

WANTED Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist. 1948-1973
only. Any condition, top $ 

paid. PLEAE LEAVE MES-
SAGE 1-707-339-5994. 

Email:porscherestoration.
yahoo.com (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive

a major tax deduction.
Help homeless pets.

Local. IRS Recognized. Top 
Value Guaranteed. Free Es-
timate and Pickup. LAPETS 

ALIVE .ORG 1-833-
772-2632 (Cal SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT 

TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. FREE 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork taken 
Care of. Call 1-844

-0491-2884  (Cal-SCAN)

Read the classifieds
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Pork Chops with Smashed Yellow Peas and Black-Eyed Pea Gravy
Recipe courtesy of the National Pork Board and USA Pulses
Servings: 4
 2  cups yellow split peas, cooked and drained
 1/4  cup, plus 2 tablespoons, softened butter, divided
 1/4  cup cream
 1/4  teaspoon salt, plus additional, to taste
 4  pork chops
  pepper, to taste
 2  tablespoons olive oil
 1  onion, gently rubbed under cold running water and diced
 1  can black-eyed peas with juice
 1/8  cup flour
 1  cup milk
In medium bowl, use fork or potato masher to mash peas. Stir in 1/4 cup butter, cream 
and 1/4 teaspoon salt.

Season pork chops with additional salt and pepper, to taste. 
In large skillet, warm oil over medium heat. Add pork chops to pan and cook 

approximately 4 minutes per side, or until they reach internal temperature of 145 F. 
Remove pork chops from pan; keep warm.

In same pan, add remaining butter, onion and black-eyed peas. Cook 2-3 minutes 
until warm throughout, scraping pan. Add flour and season with salt and pepper, to 
taste. While stirring, slowly add milk. 

Serve mashed peas topped with pork chops and black-eyed pea gravy.

Green Chili Jack Smash Burgers

FAmIly FeAtUReS 

According to the “Journal of Nutrition 
education and Behavior,” studies have 
proven that eating meals together as a 
family can improve communication and 

relationships, which is especially important during 
times of uncertainty and life’s more difficult moments. 
Great-tasting foods like pork and pulses can be 
combined to bring families together with quality 
nutrition, which helps bodies survive and thrive.

Pulses are the nutritionally dense, edible seeds of 
legumes including dry peas, beans, lentils and chickpeas. 
together with pork, this pairing provides critical nutrients 
to support weight management and immune function, 
along with plenty of protein – providing all nine essential 
amino acids – fiber, B vitamins, zinc, iron, potassium, 
selenium and folate.

As part of the Powerful Pairings initiative, launched by 
the National Pork Board and USA Pulses in an effort to 
promote pairing whole foods to bring taste, balance and 
nutrition to the center of the plate, these recipes for Green 
Chili Jack Smash Burgers, Cuban Black Beans and Pork 
Chops with Smashed yellow Peas and Black-eyed Pea 
Gravy encourage a nutritious way to enjoy fresh taste. 

Find more information, resources and recipes  
at powerfulpairings.com.

Green Chili Jack Smash Burgers
Recipe courtesy of the National Pork Board and USA Pulses
Servings: 4
Burger Patties:
 1  pound ground pork
 4  tablespoons red onion, scrubbed with vegetable brush under  
   running water and finely minced
 1  teaspoon garlic, minced
 1  teaspoon chipotle chili powder
 2  teaspoons ancho chili powder
 1  cup cooked black-eyed peas, drained
 1  teaspoon salt, plus additional, to taste
 4  slices Jack cheese

Caramelized Onions:
 2  tablespoons butter
 1  large onion, scrubbed with vegetable brush under running water  
   and sliced thin
 1/2  cup water
 1/2  teaspoon salt

Charred Green Chili Mayo:
 1  can (3 ounces) diced green chilies 
 2/3  cup mayonnaise

 1  clove garlic, crushed
 1  tablespoon lime juice
 2  green onions, gently rubbed under cold running water and  
   finely sliced
 1/4  cup cilantro, gently rubbed under cold running water and chopped

 4  hamburger buns
 1  avocado, peeled and sliced
 1/2  head lettuce, gently rubbed under cold running water
In large bowl, mix ground pork, onion, garlic and chili powders. Add black-eyed 
peas and salt; mix well. Form into four loosely packed balls and refrigerate at 
least 30 minutes. 

to make Caramelized Onions: In large skillet over medium-high heat, warm 
butter. Add onions, water and salt; cook, stirring, until onions soften and turn 
golden brown, about 5 minutes. Remove from heat and set aside.

to make Charred Green Chili mayo: Place green chilies in hot cast iron skillet 
over medium-high heat. Cook, turning, until chilies begin to soften and turn black. 
Remove from heat and place in small bowl. Add mayonnaise, garlic and lime 
juice; whisk to blend. Add green onions and cilantro; stir well and refrigerate.

to make burgers: Warm cast iron or nonstick griddle pan over medium-high 
heat. Place pork balls on hot skillet; flatten with heavy metal spatula. Season 
with salt, to taste. Cook approximately 3 minutes; flip and cook 2-3 minutes 
until internal temperature reaches 145 F. 

lightly toast buns. Place each burger on toasted bun with slice of cheese, 
Caramelized Onions, Charred Green Chili mayo, avocado and lettuce. 

Cuban Black Beans 
Recipe courtesy of Carolina molea 
on behalf of the National Pork 
Board and USA Pulses
Serving: 6
 1 quart water
 1  green bell pepper, 
scrubbed with  
   vegetable brush under 
running water  
   and diced, divided
 4  cloves garlic, peeled, 
divided
 1  cup dried black beans, 
rinsed and  
   soaked overnight
 1  bay leaf
 2  tablespoons olive oil
 2  slices bacon, diced
 1/2  Spanish onion, scrubbed 
with vegetable 
   brush under running 
water  
   and diced
 1/2  teaspoon dried oregano
 1/4  teaspoon ground cumin
 1/2  teaspoon black pepper
 2  tablespoons apple cider 
vinegar

 1  tablespoon light brown 
sugar
Fill large pot with water. Add 1/2 
diced green pepper, two garlic 
cloves, beans and bay leaf. Bring 
to boil over high heat. Reduce heat, 
cover and simmer until beans are 
tender, about 1 hour.

In skillet over medium-high heat, 
warm olive oil. Add bacon; cook, 
turning, until bacon starts to brown, 
about 2 minutes. Add remaining 
green pepper and onion; cook, 
stirring, until slightly softened, 
about 3 minutes.

Chop remaining garlic cloves. 
Add to skillet with oregano, cumin 
and black pepper. Stir  
1 minute. Pour in vinegar, scraping 
browned  
bits from bottom of pan with 
wooden spoon.

When beans are cooked, discard 
bay leaf. transfer 1 cup beans 
to blender; blend to make paste. 
Return blended beans to large pot. 
Add bacon mixture and sugar. Stir 
well; bring to boil over medium 
heat. lower heat, simmer and cook, 
uncovered, 20 minutes, skimming 
foam from top.

Cuban Black Beans

Pork Chops with Smashed Yellow Peas and Black-Eyed Pea Gravy
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