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NEXT HOA MEETING:  
 

Wednesday, July 17 @ 7:00 PM – 6273 Chaucer View Circle 
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
June has been a busy month for the Board.  At our meeting June 19, we took a number of 
actions, summarized below.  It was a good meeting, with broad consensus on all matters. 
 
WALL REPAIRS: It is a rite of spring that our brick border wall requires maintenance, some 
years more than others.  Inevitably, mortar deteriorates, exposing rusting rebar, bricks loosen 
and crack, all of which affords pathways for water and more erosion.  Boards over the years 
have been diligent in maintaining the wall, because it is an enormous infrastructure investment, 
a signature feature of our community, and would be prohibitively expensive to replace.  One 
estimate is $2 million.  With this context, the Board approved unanimously a contract of almost 
$14,000 for re-pointing and replacement of cracked bricks.  You might recall that earlier this 
year, we spent almost $7,000 to power wash to wall.  In total, that is more than we normally 
spend annually, but not unheard of.  
 
FIOS: As noted in my prior report(s), Verizon recommended that the Board secure assistance, 
via a “utility coordinator” to interface with Verizon and to provide augmented engineering 
assistance to us outside of Verizon’s commitment.  Verizon recommended Utility Professional 
Services, Inc. (UPS).  Last night, the Board approved a Phase 1 contract with UPS for $14,000.  
Phase 1 will be a “site assessment” for the Mews and Verizon.  UPS will “evaluate and assess 
the existing townhouse configurations and facilities and identified conflicts to installations, both 
inside the private property/homes, and develop anticipated ‘ballpark’ budget costs per unit 
associated with duct service installations.”  Importantly, Phase 1 is an “estimate of design at the 
schematic level.”  Phase 2 would entail an actual engineering design and contract work.   
 
Translation:  UPS will evaluate creation of pathways to 32 homes Verizon claims it cannot bring 
a “drop” – a terminal outside a wall or fence line.  UPS also will evaluate how access can be 
provided through a rear wall or fence, and it will evaluate each of the 148 units in assessing a 
“pathway” Verizon can use to bring line from the “drop” to the back of the house for hookup.   
 
This is a complicated project, to say the least.  We cannot know what future costs might be, but 
we do know that without taking this initial step, we would effectively be telling Verizon our 
community is denying FIOS access.  There is no option of waiting until Verizon offers 
subscriptions, as that won’t happen until the lines are available for hookup.  This is a project that 
must be done at one time; there is no option of calling Verizon six months from now to order a 
“drop.”  Once they are done with us, they are done with us.   
 
UPS will begin with a site visit in the near future, and we will see from there, so stay tuned. 
 
Landscape Renovation: The Board approved three items in connection with our landscape 
renovation project, Phase 2.  We approved (1) consultant Jeff Lange’s design for the west end 
(Manchester Park, and adjacent areas) and the berm; (2) Mr. Lange’s list of potential bidders; 
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and (3) Mr. Lange’s project management contract for $6,000.  Once we confirm the accuracy of 
bid specs, Mr. Lange will solicit bids.   
 
Parking Policy: The Board also gave preliminary approval to a revised parking policy, 
recognizing our current policy is ineffective.  The draft is now circulated for your review and 
comments, with final action anticipated at the July 17 Board meeting.  See here for revised policy 
and related documents.  Any comments should be to me no later than Wednesday July 10.  
Contact me at president@landmarkmews.com.  
 
Improving Investment Returns:  The Board also heard from a representative of AXA Advisors, 
recommending so-called market-based CDs that promise a higher return than a traditional CD. 
These CDs are also FDIC-insured.  Although there is the potential of locking up funds for 
significantly longer than with a traditional CD, they are also “callable” in much shorter periods, 
meaning we would likely realize higher returns after a year or two.  If the Board does go ahead, 
we would be investing no more than 20 percent of our assets in market-based CDs, currently 
about $100,000.  Our discussion is timely, in light of another maturing CD later in July and an 
excess in our cash position. The Board approved setting up an account with AXA and will give 
final consideration no later than our July Board meeting.   
 
National Night Out: Once again, Landmark Mews will participate in National Night Out, this 
year, Tuesday, August 6.  This is an annual event recognizing local police and other safety 
personnel.  This event has become increasingly popular in the Mews, with visits from Fairfax 
County Police.  I am sure the barbeque and ice cream have nothing to do with its popularity.  
This is a budgeted expense, and the Board approved funding.  Stay tuned for future notices, but 
mark your calendars now.  Plan to meet your local police from the Franconia District and spend 
time catching up with your neighbors.  See: www.natw.org. 
 
The Board also held an executive session.  We approved enforcement letters for two owners 
who have not complied with Covenants Committee directives.  Failure of these owners to take 
necessary corrective action ultimately will lead to Board enforcement actions, which can include 
imposition of financial penalties or, with due notice, entering onto the property to correct the 
deficiency, with costs billed as a restoration assessment.  So, residents are advised to heed 
Covenants Committee directives.   
 
Finally, the Board also approved an increase in the Secretary’s compensation, from $300 to 
$500 per month, in recognition of the increase in administrative tasks over the years. 
$300 was set in 2009, when the Board first approved compensating the Secretary, after finding 
it increasingly difficult to find a volunteer, our traditional approach.  It is now 10 years later, and 
the Secretary’s job requires greater attention to other administrative tasks.  SCS’s cost of 
providing an individual just to take minutes is almost $300.  So, the Board decided it was time to 
recognize these additional responsibilities and compensate accordingly.   
 
Thus ended an extensive Board meeting.  Our next meeting is Wednesday July 17, at the home 
of Lynda O’Sullivan, 6273 Chaucer View Circle, beginning at 7 PM. 

That’s all for this month. Contact me: president@landmarkmews.com. 

Best, Bruce 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE & REMINDERS (Maria Santos) 
 
The 2019 Hurricane Season Is Here! – Saturday, June 1, 2019 marks the official start of the 
Atlantic hurricane season, with the peak season from mid-August to late October, and ending 
on November 30.  Update emergency plans, refresh supplies, and be ready when tropical 
storms affect our region.  The Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
coordinates preparedness, response, and recovery efforts for significant emergency events 
that may occur in our community.  Sign up for Fairfax Alerts at 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts to stay informed about emergency-related activities 
affecting our county and region.  Questions may be answered by OEM staff by e-mail 
at oem@fairfaxcounty.gov, or by calling 571-350-1000.  The National Hurricane Center (NHC) 
provides information during active storms, including their potential paths, online 
at www.nhc.noaa.gov.  The National Weather Service offers hurricane safety tips and 
resources, and can be accessed online at www.weather.gov/safety/hurricane. 
 
The Quick 411 – My family is planning outdoor activities this summer, and I saw a snake the 
other day, which made me wonder, does Fairfax County have information available about 
snakes in our region?  Yes.  With summer quickly approaching, many residents will be 
spending more time outdoors.  As temperatures continue to rise, the warm weather also will 
encourage snakes to become more active and increase opportunities for people and their pets 
to encounter these secretive reptiles. Fairfax County is home to an array of snake 
species, most of which are non-venomous and pose no threat to people.  Snakes are 
beneficial and provide a valuable service in our communities in the way of pest control.  For 
more information, visit Fairfax County's Guide to Snakes at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/guide-to-snakes. 
 
Background on Landmark Mall Re-Planning Process 
After lengthy delays as a result of changes to the Landmark Mall sites' ownership structure, 
changes in department store ownership and economics and the overall real estate market, in 
2018 The Howard Hughes Corporation, partial owner of the Landmark Mall site since 2010, 
indicated their readiness to move forward with redevelopment, which required an update to the 
Landmark Mall framework plan and Landmark/Van Dorn Corridor Plan (2009). City Council 
approved this effort as a priority in the  FY 2019 Long-Range Planning Work Program. The Ad 
Hoc Eisenhower West/Landmark Van Dorn Implementation Advisory Group served as the 
community forum for the duration of the Landmark Mall re-planning process.  

For the latest updates, please visit https://www.alexandriava.gov/LandmarkVanDorn.  
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like to 
include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as long 
as the content is appropriate.  
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LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
Updated on 6/28/19 10:59 AM 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6311 Manchester Way 
Original List Price: $579,000 
Original List Date: 5/24/19 
New List Price: $559,000 
New List Date: 6/13/19 
DOM-MLS: 32 
Status: Active 
 
5196 Bedlington Terrace 
List Price: $625,000 
List Date: 5/4/19 
DOM-MLS: 52 
Status: Active 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
6309 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $615,000 
List Date: 4/16/19 
New List Price: $595,000 
New List Date: 5/11/19 
DOM-MLS: 34 
Status: CNKO 
Sale Date: 5/18/19 
Close Date: 6/25/19 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
RENTED 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
N/A 
 


