
 

1 | P a g e  
 

Mews News 
Landmark Mews Community Association 

Monthly Newsletter 
 

February 2019 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Board of Directors & Officers: 
 

President:   
Bruce Wood  
president@landmarkmews.com 
 
Vice President:  
Lynda O’Sullivan 
lynda.osullivan@landmarkmews.com  
 
Board Members: 
Dan Aminoff 
treasurer@landmarkmews.com 
Brian Anthony 
brian.anthony@landmarkmews.com 
Kimberly Beach 
kimberly.beach@landmarkmews.com 
Josh Haines 
joshua.haines@landmarkmews.com 
Jason Short 
jason.short@landmarkmews.com 

Operations Treasurer:    
Dan Aminoff  
treasurer@landmarkmews.com 
 
Secretary:  
Maria Santos 
secretary@landmarkmews.com 
 
Property Manager:  
Roger Casalengo 
prop.manager@landmarkmews.com 
 
Covenants Committee:  
Chair: Loren Sciurba 
Covenants@landmarkmews.com 
 
Mews Webmaster:  
Greg Bellan 
For website access, contact Maria 
Santos secretary@landmarkmews.com 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

NEXT HOA MEETING:  
 

Wednesday, March 20  @ 7:00 PM at 6325 Manchester Way 
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
The Board’s February meeting was mercifully short.  Not a whole lot of business, for a change, 
and what we had we disposed of quickly.   
 
Our 2018 end-of-year financials were delivered after my last report, with the delay to ensure 
SCS had captured any outstanding invoices.  Our financial status is excellent: 
End-of-year shows $518,000.67 in the bank; repair/replacement reserves are fully funded and 
we have excess funds of over $61,000.  We finished in the black by over $20,000.  January’s 
numbers continue this positive trend, with excess reserves of over $72,000 and almost $68,000 
in so-called “owners’ equity,” which are unrestricted funds above and beyond over-funded 
reserves.  We could not be in better shape.   
 
There are a few matters to cover this month.  First, the Board reviewed draft language from our 
counsel, Rees-Broome, to update our due process rules, first adopted in 2009, to reflect changes 
in the law and to streamline procedures for providing notices of violation and in levying fines.  
That language is linked here. If you have any comments, please send them to me by no later 
than March 15, as the Board will move to adopt the rule at its March 20 meeting.  You can email 
me at president@landmarkmews.com. 
 
Second, the Board approved a new trash contract with Republic/AAA, covering the next 3 years, 
incepting March 1. The current contract was due to automatically renew April 1 for 3 more years 
absent our cancellation by that date or renegotiation.  We chose the latter, in light of our long 
and successful history with Republic, since 1996.   The Board seriously considered competitively 
bidding the contract, but in light of Republic’s offer that evinced a strong commitment to keep 
our business, we decided to accept their bid.  The result will produce immediate savings to our 
bottom line that will compound over the duration of the contract.  Here’s the math: 
 
Current price/unit/month = $19.20, due to rise to $19.97 April 1. 
New contract price/unit/month = $18.15, effective March 1, rising 5% January 1, 2020, 2021, 
and 2022. 
 
Allowing the contract to rollover would give us a cost as of March 31, 2022 of $22.00, with the 
5% imbedded annual escalation. Our new contract will give us a February 28, 2022 end-of-
contract price of $20.00.  Year over year savings are: 
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2019 -- $2,579.64 
2020 -- $2,952.74 
2021 -- $3,090,74 
2022 -- $3,848.00 (end of contract term 2/28/22 vice 3/31/22) 
 
Total savings over contract term = $12,471.12 
A couple of other factoids worth mentioning.  The $18.15 cost is only $1.15 higher than the last 
inked contract, in May 2013, of $17.00, and only $2.15 higher than the renegotiated contract in 
2011 with a start price of $16.00. (The Board in 2016 let the contract rollover without 
renegotiation).  Over time, I believe the Board has done a good job of keeping trash costs 
restrained.   
 
Other updates: 
 

• FIOS:  Nothing new.  Board approved earlier this month two more Verizon-requested 
easements, but all has been quiet.  Still waiting for my requested section-by-section report 
on how they intend to install or not.   

 
• Landscape renovation: Following Board meeting with consultant Jeff Lange in January, 

we had planned to walk the community with him for an on-site review to better-understand 
his vision.  Walk-arounds cancelled twice for bad weather but we hope to complete this 
very soon.  More as we move into spring. 

 
Final Matters: 
 

• On-street parking:  Is prohibited!  The yellow lines mean something and, in this case, they 
are County-designated fire lanes.  Parking is permitted only for loading or unloading.  
Enforcement is not through the Board but the police.  Anyone can call the Fairfax Police 
non-emergency number to report a vehicle illegally parked, and the Board has authorized 
the police to enter onto our property to enforce the law.  They can ticket and/or tow.  I am 
not suggesting anyone be a parking Nazi, ready to pick up the phone to report a short-
term violation.  However, when a resident has visitors parked on the street for protracted 
periods, that is an abuse.  I mention this because in recent weeks I’ve noticed this practice 
more frequently, so thought a reminder was timely.    

 
• Vehicle break-ins: In recent days, we’ve learned of three residents who have had their 

cars broken into, while in their driveways.  In all cases, owners report they left their 
vehicles unlocked.  So, please remember to lock your vehicles and keep out of view 
anything that might entice a crook to forcibly break into your car.   

 
• Spring home improvements/inspections:  Although still early, you may already be 

planning spring/summer home improvements.  The Covenants Committee is not 
expected to conduct it’s inspections until May.  In the meantime, if you plan any exterior 
modification, be sure to notify Covenants Committee Chair Loren Sciurba ahead of time.  
Loren can be reached at covenants@landmarkmews.com. 

 
That’s all for this month.  Next Board meeting is Wednesday March 20, at the home of Roger 
Casalengo, 6325 Manchester Way, at 7 PM.  If you are interested in hosting the Board for a 
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meeting, please let me know.  May, July, and August are currently “unassigned.”  If you’d prefer 
another month, I’m sure your request could be accommodated.  Contact me at 
president@landmarkmews.com. 
 
Bruce 
 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS (Maria Santos) 
 
Tax Preparation Available in Mason District 
AARP volunteers are providing free tax assistance through Monday, April 15, 2019 (federal 
tax returns), at the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in 
Annandale.  File Virginia taxes before the deadline on Wednesday, May 1.  AARP volunteers 
provide walk-in service on Mondays and Thursdays from 1 to 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:30 a.m. until 1 p.m.; Saturdays from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m.  Please note: No Tax-Aide service on President's Day, Monday, February 18, 
2019.  All returns are filed electronically.  Bring documents, such as last year's tax return, a photo 
ID, and all Social Security cards.  Residents with illnesses or infirmities, which confine them to 
their homes, may schedule appointments with AARP for tax preparation services by calling 571-
766-6268.  For more information about AARP Tax-Aide, visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-
888-227-7669. 
 
Hunger Pains: Stop Feeding Wildlife 
We have had a few reports of mice and other rodents in and around our homes. A local 
professional pest control company indicated that one of the contributing causes is residents 
feeding wildlife from their homes. Many people enjoy feeding wildlife because it allows them to 
have close encounters with animals and they believe the food is contributing to the overall health 
and survival of the animal 
 
However, providing food to wild animals can have unintended negative consequences for both 
humans and wildlife.  Our wildlife officials are urging residents to stop feeding wildlife because 
(with few exceptions) it often does more harm than good. 
 
As wild animals are fed they tend to lose their natural fear of humans and become too 
comfortable in residential areas, appearing almost tame. These animals may be considered a 
nuisance or worse, may display bold or aggressive behaviors and pose a safety threat to people 
and domestic pets as a result of being fed. 
 
Other consequences of feeding wildlife include: 
 
• Potential for rapid spread of disease and infection by unnaturally concentrating animals in 

higher numbers than would normally occur in their natural environment. 
• Human foods also do not contain the proper nutrients for animals and can result in 

malnutrition and serious health problems. 
• Feeding may also impact the ability of young animals to develop necessary foraging skills to 

survive once they are taught to depend on human-provided food. 
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“The reality is that healthy wild animals may lose their lives because they have become 
habituated to people after learning to associate humans with food,” Edwards says. “The best 
thing to do is refrain from feeding wildlife to minimize the impacts on the surrounding community 
and the animals themselves,” stated Edwards.  
 
Our wildlife officials encourage the use of humane exclusion and repellency techniques to 
discourage wildlife that are considered to be a nuisance on private property. These methods are 
not always successful and under some circumstances, animals may be lethally removed. 
Trapping and removal of wildlife is allowed by licensed trappers and animal control operators 
under Virginia regulations for animals that are considered to be a nuisance or pose a health or 
safety threat. Animals that are trapped must be euthanized as it is unlawful to relocate wildlife in 
Virginia, even for local wildlife officials. 
 
For information on resolving human-wildlife conflicts, the Virginia Wildlife Conflict 
Helpline is available toll-free at (855) 571-9003, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
One Person’s Trash is Not Another Person’s Treasure 
We have been experiencing extremely windy conditions this winter. For your recyclables, be 
sure to bind newspapers with twine and place loose papers in paper bags before setting them 
out at your curb. Weigh down your broken-down boxes, bottles, plastics and cans by placing 
heavier recyclables on top. Ensure that the lid of recycle receptacles are tightly secured. Put 
smaller lightweight bags of trash together in a larger heavyweight bag. Please do not put  
recycles out the night before as it will probably be blown all over the neighborhood. And PLEASE 
no loose “peanuts” or other packing materials unless they’re placed in a tightly closed bag. 
Lastly, if trash does blow over, please pick it up even if it isn’t yours. Our HOA assessment 
provides for curbside trash removal. There is no budgeted amount for litter removal. The 
Homeowners Association relies on homeowners to keep the neighborhood free of litter 
and their assessments reasonable. 
 
We also encourage residents to put their trash and recycles out the MORNING OF collection 
service and not the evening before to control and/or prevent the following potential issues: 
 
Animal control – Putting your trash bins and/or garbage bags out at night is practically an 
invitation for some unwanted guests. Every family loves their family cats and dogs.  However, 

no one enjoys it when wild animals make a 
mess when rummaging for food in the 
trash.  This can make for some unpleasant 
encounters with possibly a mother raccoon 
trying to gather food for babies, or a skunk 
trying to finish off their chicken wings from 
last week.  Not to mention, that the 
homeowner will ultimately have to clean up 
their trash that has been strewn all over their 
yard, sidewalk and street. 
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Identity theft – Your trash can be a 
target for new age thieves - Identity 
theft has been a reality for millions of 
Americans and the number of reported 
cases continues to be on the 
rise.  Thieves have been known to 
rummage through the trash of 
homeowners searching for anything 
they can use to their advantage.  They 
are typically looking for credit card 
offers, bank statements, social security 
information, and anything they can use 
to gain access to your personal 
credit.  Many people would like to think 
they don’t just throw this kind of information away, but you’d be surprised how many times it 
happens.  It’s much harder for a thief to rummage through trash during the light of day, another 
good reason not to put your trash out at night.   
 
Litter is the result of the improper disposal of trash.  It has very negative environmental impacts 
including: 
 

• Attracting rodents and insects which may breed disease 
• Polluting streams and lakes that flow to the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay 
• Killing fish and wildlife 
• Destroying scenic vistas 

 
One way to prevent litter in our community is to use thick (3ml) black trash bags or trash cans. 
Several homeowners have reported success using thick (3 ml) black trash bags instead of white 
trash bags. As most of you know, crows and other wildlife have been known to tear through 
white trash bags, particularly if there is food in the trash.  Ultimately, you are responsible for your 
garbage and for cleaning it up If your bag/s have been breached.   
 
The Keep America Beautiful Foundation estimates that 51 billion pieces of litter are thrown out every 
year at an annual clean-up cost of $11.5 billion. We can all do our small part by being careful with 
our trash disposal.  
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like to 
include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at secretary@landmarkmews.com. 
We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as long as the content is appropriate.  
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LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
Updated on 3/3/19 10:27 PM 
 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6369 Brampton Court 
List Price: $649,900 
List Date: 2/13/19 
DOM-MLS: 14 
Status: Active 
 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
6308 Manchester Way 
List Price: $619,900 
List Date: 2/7/19 
Status Change Date: 2/12/19 
DOM-MLS: 17 
Status: CNKO 
Close Date: 4/1/19 
 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
 
RENTED 
N/A 
 
 
SOLD 
5206 Bedlington 
List Price: $600,000 
List Date: 1/31/19 
Status Change Date: 2/4/19 
DOM-MLS: 19 
Status: Closed 
Close Date: 2/19/19 
 


