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NEXT HOA MEETING:  
 

Wednesday, December 12 @ 7:00 PM at 6362 Brampton Court 
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
The Board’s discussion at its November meeting addressed several matters, 
including Board leadership for next year, proposed fire pit rules, FIOS, and 
landscape renovation. 
 
Officers: The Board selected officers for next year, in accordance with the by-
laws that require election at the first scheduled Board meeting following the 
Annual Meeting.  The Board elected Bruce Wood President, Lynda O’Sullivan 
Vice President, Dan Aminoff Treasurer, and Maria Santos Secretary.   
 
Fire Pits:  The Board discussed a proposed rule, approved by the Covenants 
Committee that would ban wood-fired fire-pits, tracking language from the Fairfax 
County fire code. The proposal would exempt gas- or propane-fueled fire pits not 
using wood, such as lava stones.  The Board was in general agreement of the 
need to provide guidance, but remanded the matter to the Covenants Committee 
with direction to consider further details embodying a rule, such as the base on 
which a fire pit should rest.  We will continue our discussion at the December 
meeting.   
 
FIOS:  Verizon reports it is awaiting final clearance from VDOT to begin work in 
the community, expecting to begin work later this month or in early December.  
Meanwhile, only a few owners among the 17 from whom Verizon is seeking an 
easement have provided one.  Unless all provide an easement, it is unlikely 
Verizon will be able to lay the cable to provide service to any of the owners 
whose homes back up to the alley running from the confluence of Chaucer Lane 
and Chaucer View Circle to the other end of Chaucer View Circle.  Verizon is 
proceeding to lay line in Overlook. 
 
Landscape Renovation: Most of our time was spent hearing from landscape 
consultant Jeff Lange (J.P. Lange).  Mr. Lange presented his report providing a 
foundation for the Board’s eventual consideration of a concept plan and design 
plan for remaining areas in the community, now that Tier 1 is all but completed.  
Tiers 2 and 3 comprise those areas at the west end – Manchester Park and 
adjacent areas -- and the berm.  Mr. Lange’s report – Landscape Analysis for 
Maintenance and Procurement (LAMP) – is a comprehensive and detailed 
inventory of every tree in common areas (all 197 of them), including its condition 
along with an evaluation and recommendation for addressing these areas.  It is 
not a concept or design, but a foundation document used in the Board’s 
consideration of the direction we decide to take.  Thus, LAMP is the first step of a 



 

3 | P a g e  
 

multi-step process culminating in a master plan for the rest of the community. 
The LAMP approach was used in Mr. Lange’s design of the Tier 1 areas.   
 
Mr. Lange’s overarching recommendation to the Board: No more band aids. No 
more ad hoc decisions and planting, an approach the Board has implicitly 
adopted. For the first time, the community will benefit from the insights of a 
landscape architect, a professional who knows what he’s talking about.   
One major part of Mr. Lange’s report concerns drainage problems on and 
adjacent to the berm.  All of the water in our community makes its way to the 
berm, where it exits through drainage sewers and into a gulch on the other side 
of the concrete retaining wall.  The topography is imperfect, to say the least, with 
ground having shifted over time and new man-made impediments to drainage 
erected. According to the report, the area was designed to withstand drainage of 
a 500-year event, though Mr. Lange reports we’ve had three of them just this 
year.   There is a misconception that standing water is acceptable, to be 
expected with heavy rain. Yet, if an area is draining as it should, there should not 
be standing water days and days later.  It should drain immediately.  Aside from 
how the berm is re-landscaped, unless drainage is addressed as Job One, we’re 
merely applying another band aid.     
 
My own view – for what it’s worth – is that for years the berm has been ill-
maintained and underutilized.  Yes, we have planted stuff and ripped out stuff; 
we’ve resurfaced the asphalt path (in 2008), and improved lighting out there, 
installing wall lights.  Yet, the berm is often wet, overall lighting is deficient, the 
pathway, hazardous in spots, and it remains an underutilized area at the center 
of our community. If we are going to improve community ambiance – the purpose 
of landscape renovation to begin with – what we do with the berm will be key.   
 
The Board is at the beginning of this process.  We’re not about to adopt a design, 
far from it.  And, we welcome feedback from all of you, as we move through this 
process.   
 
Final meeting of the year will be Wednesday December 12th at my home, 6362 
Brampton Court, beginning at 7 PM.  
 
Contact me: president@landmarkmews.com 
 
 
Best, 
Bruce 
 
 
 
  



 

4 | P a g e  
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS (Maria Santos) 
Following is an announcement from two of our long-time residents, Teresa and 
Joel Kaplan, who were instrumental in getting the Little Free Library installed in 
Manchester Park. Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization that inspires a 
love of reading, builds community, and sparks creativity by fostering 
neighborhood book exchanges around the world. 
 
Hello Friends: 
 
We are excited to announce the launch of our new website at clapforbooks.org 
 

Books For Kids | Washington, D.C. | C.L.A.P. 
Children's Literacy Adds Potential (CLAP) is dedicated to providing free books to less 
fortunate children in the Washington, D.C metro area. Donate books to kids today! 
clapforbooks.org 

 
Our goal is to give as many books as possible to the underserved children who 
need them most; literacy can change lives. Please visit our website 
clapforbooks.org for more information. We would also be most appreciative if 
you shared it with your friends, family and business and social networks. 
Together we can make a difference! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Teresa & Joel Kaplan 
 
 
City of Alexandria Launches Landmark Mall Re-Planning Process 
For Immediate Release: October 30, 2018 
 
The Landmark Mall Re-Planning Process, identified as a priority of Alexandria 
City Council’s approved Fiscal Year 2019 Long-Range Planning Work Plan, will 
officially launch with a community meeting on November 14. This process will 
build from the existing community vision, established in the 2009 Landmark/Van 
Dorn Corridor Plan, for a new Landmark Mall as a mixed-use center with transit 
and community open spaces. 
 
While most of the 2009 Plan elements will remain the same, this community 
process will consider some refinements such as new uses, incorporating 
flexibility of uses, and incorporating recently adopted City policies to promote 
traffic safety and multimodal transportation. This planning effort will result in the 
consideration of a master plan amendment to the 2009 Landmark/Van Dorn 
Corridor Plan, which serves as the guide for future development plans. 
 
The City of Alexandria is seeking public input through the following community 
engagement opportunities: 
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• Community Meeting: Wednesday, November 14, 7-9 p.m. in the Cameron 

Station Great Room (200 Cameron Station Blvd.). 
• Community Open House: Wednesday, December 12, 7-9 p.m. at 

Brandywine Living (5550 Cardinal Place. 
• Community Workshop: Saturday, January 26, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. (location to 

be announced) 
• Community Meeting: Wednesday, February 27, 7-9 p.m. (location to be 

announced) 
 
For more information about the Landmark Mall Re-Planning Process, 
visit alexandriava.gov/Landmark. 
 
For media inquiries, contact Andrea Blackford, Senior Communications 
Officer, at andrea.blackford@alexandriava.govor 703.746.3959. 
 
The City of Alexandria is committed to compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, as amended. To request reasonable accommodations, 
email graciela.moreno@alexandriava.gov or call 703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 
711. 
 
 
TREASURER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Dan Aminoff) 
No updates this month.   
 
 
COVENANT’S CORNER (Loren Sciurba) 
Now that the weather has turned and there is a nip in the air, you may look 
forward to getting cozy by a nice warm fire. Before you do, please be sure that 
you are prepared to do so safely. 

Chimneys should be cleaned and inspected. The Covenants Committee tries to 
keep an eye on chimney caps and obvious deterioration, but frankly, there is only 
so much we can see from the ground outside your house. Chimneys should be 
inspected annually and cleaned as necessary, by a Chimney Safety Institute of 
America (CSIA) certified chimney sweep. A proper inspection will check the 
operation of the flue and send a camera up the chimney to look for creosote 
buildup along the walls, gaps in the mortar, and birds nests or other debris that 
may cause a fire. See www.csia.org. 

If your fireplace is wood-burning, you should only burn seasoned firewood. Never 
burn trash, charcoal, or lighter fluid as they can cause dangerous flare-ups and 
emotional potentially lethal fumes. Ashes should be cleaned only when cool, then 
stored in a metal container with a metal lid (never paper, cardboard or plastic!) 
until they can be safely disposed of. The Fairfax County Fire Department 
recommends a four-day cool down period. Firewood must be stored inside your 
fence and away from your house to reduce the risk of termites or other pests. 
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Gas fireplace inserts must be used and serviced according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Be sure to check current safety and recall information. Please note 
that even ventless gas inserts require proper room ventilation. Also, while gas 
fireplaces produce far less buildup than wood burning fireplaces, that does not 
mean you shouldn’t inspect your chimney. 

Regardless of the type of fire, you should keep all flammable material away from 
it, never allow a fire to burn unattended, and always make sure your smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors are functioning properly. 

Outdoor fire pits may be used in a manner similar to outdoor grills. Gas-fueled 
fire pits may be used on decks provided they are properly operated and 
maintained. Wood fueled outdoor fireplaces, fire pits, or chimineas should never 
be used on decks. According to the Fairfax County Fire Department, outdoor 
fireplaces of any variety should not be placed less than 15 feet from the house, 
and should never be lit under a deck or balcony. 

For more information about fire safety, please see Fairfaxcounty.gov/fire-ems/. 

 
PROPERTY MANAGER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Roger Casalengo)  
Our annual end-year holiday schedule will be as follows. Please note that this 
schedule is subject to change.  
  
Thanksgiving (Thursday, November 22nd). Our facility will be closed and we 
will not be servicing. 
• Communities with 2x/week trash service will be serviced on the next service 

day. 
• If your recycling service falls on Thursday, your recycling only will be serviced 

on Saturday, November 24th. 
  
Christmas (Tuesday, December 25th). Our facility will be closed and we will not 
be servicing. 
• Communities with 2x/week trash service will be serviced on the next service 

day. 
• If your recycling service falls on Tuesday, your recycling only will be serviced 

on Wednesday, December 26th. 
  
New Year’s (Tuesday, January 1st). Our facility will be closed and we will not be 
servicing. 
• Communities with 2x/week trash service will be serviced on the next service 

day. 
• If your recycling service falls on Tuesday, your recycling only will be serviced 

on Wednesday, January 2nd. 
  
Christmas tree collection will take place during the 2nd and 3rd week of January 
on your respective ‘in season’ yard waste service day. Prince William County 
residents may place trees out with their trash during this time. 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please Tie Down Your Trash and Recyclables to 
Prevent Wind From Littering Our Neighborhood 
 
Please be sure to bind newspapers with twine or place loose papers in paper 
bags before setting out at your curb. Weigh down your broken down boxes, 
bottles, plastics and cans by placing heavier recyclables on top. Ensure that the 
lid of your trash can is tightly secured. Put smaller lightweight bags of trash 
together in a larger heavyweight bag. Don’t put trash out the night before and 
PLEASE no loose “peanuts” or other packing materials. Lastly, if the trash does 
blow over, please pick it up even if it isn’t yours. Your HOA assessment provides 
for curbside trash removal. There is no budgeted amount for litter removal. The 
Association relies on homeowners to keep the neighborhood free of litter and 
their assessments reasonable. 
 
LEAF COLLECTION: While Brightview Landscaping collects leaves when they 
perform landscape maintenance, it is not on a regular schedule. Therefore, we 
ask residents to be thoughtful of your neighbors when raking your leaves and 
bag them in yard waste bags. Please do not leave them on the street as the wind 
could blow the leaves into other neighbor’s yards.   
 
 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and 
would like to include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next 
newsletter, as long as the content is appropriate.  
 
 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
Updated on 11/28/18 11:44 PM 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
N/A 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
RENTED 
N/A 
 
 
SOLD 
5207 Cottingham Place 
Last List Price: $614,900 
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Original List Price: $624,900 
Original List Date: 7/17/18 
DOM-MLS: 78 
DOM-Prop: 78 
Close Date: 10/7/18 
Close Price: $614,900 
 
6303 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $618,000 
List Date: 8/18/18 
DOM-MLS: 31 
DOM-Prop: 31 
Close Date: 11/1218 
Close Price: $618,000 
 
6353 Brampton Court 
Last List Price: $583,999 
Previous List Price: $599,999 
Previous List Price: $610,000 
Original List Price: $621,000 
Original List Date: 6/1/18 
DOM-MLS: 93 
DOM-Prop: 128 
Close Date: 11/12/18 
Close Price: $580,000 
 
 


