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NEXT HOA MEETING:  
 

Wednesday, October 17 @ 7:00 PM at 6362 Brampton Court 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Thursday, October 18 at 8:00pm 

Bren Mark Park Elementary School – School Cafeteria 
6344 Beryl Road 

Alexandria, VA 22312  
 

Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 
And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
By the time you read this, our Tier 1 Landscape project will have gotten underway. You 
are probably looking at lots of bare area. It will take at least one week just to pull out the 
old landscaping and lights, followed by two weeks of re-planting.  It will transform the 
appearance of these high-profile areas and set the stage for continuing the Mews re-
landscaping next year.   
 
I trust you read the special report I sent to the community recently, detailing our 
approach to Tier 1 and why we are undertaking this now.  I failed to mention, however, 
that our landscape consultant, Jeff Lange, purposely drew his design to incorporate 
some pre-existing plant material.  Not all is to be discarded.  This approach not only 
saves what’s “good,” but also reduces the cost of replacement.  I have invited Mr. Lange 
to the Annual Meeting, October 18, so you have an opportunity to hear directly from him.   
 
The Board’s September 19 meeting focused mostly on Verizon’s plans to install FIOS.  
Verizon needed an easement from the Association, to bring capacity into our community.  
That easement extends from Stultz Road into and along Chaucer Lane to the confluence 
of Chaucer Lane and Chaucer View Circle.  As that is on common property, the Board 
was authorized to grant this easement, and we did so.  However, the uncertain part of 
this project, noted in a prior Mews News, is Verizon’s need for an easement from the 17 
owners on either side of the alley running behind their homes along Chaucer Lane and 
Chaucer View Circle on the other side.  For some mysterious reason, there does not 
appear to be a developer-filed easement for these homes, as exists for all other 
properties.  Because owners’ property lines run to the middle of the alley, owners on 
both sides must agree to provide the easement in order for FIOS to be available to any 
of them. 
 
To respond to these owners’ questions and concerns, I invited to the Board meeting 
representatives of Verizon and Fairfax County’s Division of Communications Policy and 
Regulation, which oversees Verizon’s FIOS service.  Several of these residents 
attended. Verizon’s representative was able to respond to many concerns, although I 
have recommended to Verizon that they produce a more detailed written narrative.  
Ultimately, it will be the decision of each of these owners; it is their property.  The Board 
can facilitate communication but does not have the authority over individual owner 
property.    
 

https://www.landmarkmews.com/
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Meanwhile, with the Board’s grant of an easement over common property, Verizon can 
schedule the begin work elsewhere in the community while continuing to work with the 
17 owners from whom Verizon needs an easement.   
 

In other business, the Board agreed to send to the community the text of our 
redrafted policy governing assessment delinquencies.  The new policy is 
intended to incent owners to more diligently stay on top of their dues obligations.  
Not that we have a widespread problem in the Mews, but when there is a 
problem, the current policy calls for an unnecessarily protracted lag time of 
multiple notices, delaying sanctions for months.  The Declaration states that dues 
are in arrears 30 days past due and that the Board can accelerate dues 
payments and file a lien at that time.  However, as a practical and legal matter, it 
is not possible to do so – and probably is not advisable, in any event.  Yet, under 
current policy, SCS is not referring dues arrearages to our attorney for three to 
four months.   The new policy will telescope the time between dues arrearages 
and the Board’s authority to accelerate dues payments, that is, to order all dues 
owed to the end of the year due and owing immediately.  It also will quicken the 
time for filing a lien.  We have vetted the draft with our counsel, so we are 
comfortable now in circulating it to you.  If you have comments, please send 
them to me at president@landmarkmews.com.  The Board will entertain 
comments over the next month and will vote at its October meeting, on the 17th.        
 
The Board also reviewed a draft 2019 budget.  There are not any substantial changes 
from the current year.  The Board will approve the budget at its October meeting.   
 
Finally, Fairfax County’s regulations governing short-term rentals (e.g., Airbnb) are going 
into effect October 1.  This is a propitious moment to remind residents that the Mews 
does not permit short-term rentals.  The Declaration of Covenants explicitly prohibits 
rentals of less than six months (and for less than an entire home).  The County’s 
ordinance does not preempt HOA governing rules.  Although the ordinance’s language is 
not explicit, the staff report is: 
 
HOA/COA covenants, bylaws and other regulations remain intact, even when a Zoning 
Ordinance has been amended, so if there is a current provision in an association’s 
documents that would restrict the use of any homes for STL purposes, the proposed 
amendments will not negate those restrictions.      
 
The Board does enforce the Declaration’s prohibition on short-term leasing, and anyone 
found to be violating the rule will be ordered to cease and desist.  We already have done 
so.   
 
Next Board meeting will be Wednesday, October 17, at my home, 6362 Brampton Court.  
Note: The following night is the Annual Meeting, at our polling place, Bren Mar Park 
Elementary School, 6344 Beryl Rd, Alexandria, VA.  22312.  The Board’s activities over 
the past year will be reviewed, as well as plans for next year, and the Elections 
Committee will tabulate ballots for this year’s Board election.   Jeff Lange of J.P. Lange 
Consulting will be present to discuss the Mews re-landscaping renovation project. 
  
That’s all for this month.  Contact me: president@landmarkmews.com 
 
Bruce 

../President/LMCA%202018%20Updated%20Collections%20Policy%20RB%20Draft%209-5.docx
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That’s all for this month. The next Board meeting is at 7:00pm, Wednesday, October 17 
at the home of Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton Court. On the following day, Thursday, 
October 18 at 8:00pm, we will have the Annual Meeting at Bren Mark Park Elementary 
School, 6344 Beryl Road, Alexandria, VA 22312 in the school’s cafeteria. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS (Maria Santos) 
The Landmark Mews HOA Elections Committee reports that two owners filed 
candidates' petitions for the two open seats:  Bruce Wood (President) and Dan Aminoff 
(Treasurer).  Although the election is uncontested, residents are encouraged to attend 
the annual Candidates' Meet-and-Greet, to be held in Manchester Park, Sunday October 
7, from 4-5:30 (weather permitting).  It's an opportunity to talk to Bruce and Dan who will 
be participating in your community's leadership for the next three years.  

 
 

TREASURER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Dan Aminoff) 
No update this month.   
 
 
COVENANT’S CORNER (Loren Scuirba) 
Fall re-inspections will begin October 1, 2018. 
 
 
PROPERTY MANAGER’S UPDATES & REMINDERS (Roger Casalengo)  
Landmark Mews had excessive rainfall this summer and a big homeowner concern is a 
functional sump pump. Roger recommends that homeowners either perform a 
maintenance check or change their sump pump to a new model to handle the increased 
water flow. He also recommends a back-up battery to the sump pump and to check your 
sump pump during the next rain storm. Replacing a sump pump isn’t rocket science, but 
you should buy a new one well before your old pump poops out, leaving you high and 
not-so-dry. For more information, please visit https://www.houselogic.com/organize-
maintain/home-maintenance-tips/replacing-sump-pump/.  

 
In addition, Roger recommends that homeowners look  into 
Dominion Energy’s home emergency insurance coverage partner, 
Home Emergency Insurance Solutions to cover potential 
polybutylene breaks that could result in flooding. HEIS also provides 
other types of insurance coverage that can be billed through 
Dominion Energy.  Polybutylene pipes carry water from street mains 
to the house.  They are defective because they corrode over time 

with chemical reaction to chlorine water.  Numerous owners have had to replace 
ruptured lines, many of whom carried the insurance available through Dominion Energy. 
For more information, please go to https://www.homeserveusa.com/utility-partners/our-
valued-partners/dominion.  

  
 
YOUR VOTE MATTERS! 

 
Is Your Voter Registration Current? – If you have had a change in name or address, 
or are unsure of its status, you may update your voter registration online at the Virginia 
Department of Elections website: 
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation.  You are eligible to register to vote if 

https://www.houselogic.com/organize-maintain/home-maintenance-tips/replacing-sump-pump/
https://www.houselogic.com/organize-maintain/home-maintenance-tips/replacing-sump-pump/
https://www.homeserveusa.com/utility-partners/our-valued-partners/dominion
https://www.homeserveusa.com/utility-partners/our-valued-partners/dominion
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=/b69yCiA&id=90CE9611F32068D89C6DD2F07EBE029453859D24&thid=OIP._b69yCiAP2HSPssqFCXl-AHaHa&mediaurl=https://yt3.ggpht.com/-TW5AP1l6cvA/AAAAAAAAAAI/AAAAAAAAAAA/hv55B9fPr4o/s900-c-k-no/photo.jpg&exph=900&expw=900&q=homeserve+logo&simid=608051033938199967&selectedIndex=0&qpvt=homeserve+logo
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you are: a citizen of the United States; at least 18 years of age by the next general 
election; and a resident of Virginia.  To vote in the November 6, 2018 General 
Election, you must be registered by the October 15 deadline.  You can register 
online at the Virginia Department of Elections website or in-person at the Fairfax County 
Office of Elections.  Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 8 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m., and Thursday, 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.  Please note that office hours are extended for 
statutory deadlines.  Additional information about voter registration is available at the 
Fairfax County Office of Elections website: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/voter-
registration.   
 
Note Absentee Voting Deadlines for the November 6, 2018 General Election – Mark 
your calendars with the deadlines for the upcoming General Election on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2018.  
 

 October 15: Voter Registration Deadline (In-Person/By Mail) 5 p.m.; Online: 
11:59 p.m. 

 October 30: Deadline to apply to receive an Absentee Ballot by mail, 5 p.m.  

 November 3: Deadline for In-Person Absentee Voting, 5 p.m. 

 November 6: Absentee Ballot return deadline, 7 p.m. 
 
In-person absentee voting at the Mason District 
Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in 
Annandale, will be available beginning Saturday, 
October 13through Saturday, November 3, 
2018.  Voting times on Saturdays are from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and weekdays from 3 to 7 p.m.  No voting 
on Sundays, or on Monday, October 8 in 
observance of Columbus Day.  Dates and times for 
in-person absentee voting and additional information is 
available from the Office of Elections 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/absentee.   

 
Election Officers Needed – Fairfax County is the 

largest jurisdiction in Virginia with 243 precincts countywide.  Residents interested in 
becoming election officers may submit their application online 
at www.vote4fairfax.com/apply.  For residents who already have applied, the Office of 
Elections will be issuing additional paperwork at their office, located at 12000 
Government Center Parkway, Suite 323 in Fairfax, Monday – Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.  For convenience, the Office of Elections also will have staff at the Mason District 
Governmental Center, Main Community Room, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale 
on Wednesday, September 5 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Election Officers must be 
registered voters in Virginia and complete required training and forms.  Additional 
information is available at the Office of Elections 
website www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/election-officers/working, call 703-324-4735; 
TTY 711, or send an e-mail to elect@fairfaxcounty.gov.   
 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
Free disposal of household hazardous waste is available to Fairfax County residents 
only.  
 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/voter-registration
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/voter-registration
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/absentee
http://www.vote4fairfax.com/apply
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/election-officers/working
mailto:elect@fairfaxcounty.gov
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What is household hazardous waste? 
Household hazardous waste refers to used or leftover 
contents of consumer products that contain materials with 
one of the four characteristics of a hazardous waste: 
toxicity, ignitability, corrosivity or reactivity. (See 
the Virginia DEQ Household Hazardous Waste Fact 
Sheet for more information.) Household hazardous waste 
should not be disposed of in the regular trash.   
 
The Fairfax County Household Hazardous Waste 
Program accepts hazardous materials from 
residents free of charge and disposes or recycles them 
according to all local, state and federal regulations. 
 
Household hazardous waste is best managed when it is 
collected separately from regular municipal solid waste so 
that it can be sent to facilities capable of properly 
disposing of hazardous wastes. If handled properly, the 
likelihood that these potentially-harmful compounds will 
enter the environment is significantly decreased. 
 
The safest way to dispose of household hazardous 

wastes is to carefully pack them up and bring them to one of the county's Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Sites at I-66 Transfer Station and I-95 Landfill complex. 
 

To see what materials are accepted at the Hazardous Waste Collection sites, please 
visit their website at https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/household-

hazardous-waste.  

 
Farmer's Market Continues into Fall at Mason District Park – The Farmer's Market, 
hosted by the Fairfax County Park Authority countywide, continues this fall in Annandale 
every Thursday morning until November 1, 2018, from 8 a.m. until 12 noon at Mason 
District Park, 6621 Columbia Pike.  For a complete county-wide schedule, and other 
information about the Farmer's Markets visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets, or call 703-642-0128; TTY 711.  
 
Preserve Old Photos, VHS Cassettes Free with Library's Memory Depot – Many of 
us have boxes of family photographs that commemorate events from one generation to 
another.  Technology now enables us to preserve and share those photographs in a 
digital format.  The Fairfax County Library System has launched the free Memory 
Depot at two locations, the City of Fairfax Regional Library (10360 North Street in 
Fairfax) and Sherwood Regional Library (2501 Sherwood Hall Lane in 
Alexandria).  Learn more by visiting www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/preserve-old-photos-

vhs-cassettes-free-with-librarys-memory-depot.  
 

 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR THE MEWS NEWS? 
If you have information or a helpful idea that would benefit the community and would like 
to include it in the Mews News, please email it to Maria Santos at 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. We’ll do our best to include it in the next newsletter, as 
long as the content is appropriate.  
 

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/Portals/0/DEQ/Land/hhwfsf08.pdf
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/Portals/0/DEQ/Land/hhwfsf08.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/i-66-transfer-station-and-i-95-landfill-complex
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/household-hazardous-waste
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/household-hazardous-waste
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=10360%20North%20Street%20Fairfax%20VA%2022030-2514
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=10360%20North%20Street%20Fairfax%20VA%2022030-2514
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2501%20Sherwood%20Hall%20Ln%20Alexandria%20VA%2022306-2799%20
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2501%20Sherwood%20Hall%20Ln%20Alexandria%20VA%2022306-2799%20
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/preserve-old-photos-vhs-cassettes-free-with-librarys-memory-depot
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/preserve-old-photos-vhs-cassettes-free-with-librarys-memory-depot
mailto:secretary@landmarkmews.com
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LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
Updated on 9/25/18 10:05 AM 

 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
5207 Cottingham Place 
New List Price: $614,900 
Status Change Date: 9/18/18 
Original List Price: $624,900 
Original List Date: 7/17/18 
DOM-MLS: 69 
DOM-Prop: 69 
 
6353 Brampton Court 
New List Price: $599,999 
Status Change Date: 7/12/18 
Previous List Price: $610,000 
Original List Price: $621,000 
Original List Date: 6/1/18 
DOM-MLS: 74 
DOM-Prop: 109 
 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
6303 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $618,00 
List Date: 8/18/18 
DOM-MLS: 31 
DOM-Prop: 31 
Contract Date: 9/28/18 
Contingency Expires: 10/22/18 
Close Date: 11/6/18 
Status: Contract 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
N/A 
 
RENTED 
N/A 
 


