
	

1	|	P a g e 	
	

Mews News 
Landmark Mews Community Association 

Monthly Newsletter 
 

JUNE 2018 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Board of Directors & Officers: 
 

President:   
Bruce Wood  
president@landmarkmews.com 
 
Vice President:  
Patricia Hughes 
vice.president@landmarkmews.com 
 
Board Members: 
Brian Anthony 
	brian.anthony@landmarkmews.com 
Josh Haines 
joshua.haines@landmarkmews.com 
Lynda O’Sullivan 
lynda.osullivan@landmarkmews.com 
Kimberly Beach 
kimberly.beach@landmarkmews.com 
Jason Short 
jason.short@landmarkmews.com 

Operations Treasurer:    
Dan Aminoff  
treasurer@landmarkmews.com 
 
Secretary:  
Maria Santos 
secretary@landmarkmews.com 
 
Property Manager:  
Roger Casalengo 
prop.manager@landmarkmews.com 
 
Covenants Committee:  
Chair: Loren Sciurba 
Covenants@landmarkmews.com 
 
Mews Webmaster:  
Greg Bellan 
For website access, contact Maria 
Santos secretary@landmarkmews.com 



	

2	|	P a g e 	
	

 
NEXT MEETINGS:  

 
Wednesday July 18 @ 7:00 PM at 6273 Chaucer View Circle 

 
Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 

And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
With our June meeting, the Board tackled an array of both old business and new 
business, from property repair estimates (“Roger’s projects”), to our continuing 
consideration of new landscape design.  Herein, a summary of where things stand: 

 
Treasurer Dan Aminoff reported our finances remain sound – no real surprise – 
and we currently have a “positive operating budget variance” of $18,966.68, 
meaning we have so far spent that much less than the budget assumed by this 
time of the year.  That said, there is considerable work in the pipeline.  More on 
that below. 

 
Dan reported on his efforts to collect outstanding sums from owners whose 
balances – all small – have carried over month after month.  That has been 
successful, with most accounts now brought current. Those not current, with more 
consequential debt, either have been turned over to our attorneys for collection or 
are on the cusp of that step.  We have a delinquency rate of 5.72% of annual 
assessments. The industry standard is 3%-5%, so we are marginally above.  One 
(absentee) owner accounts for a major share of this debt.  That property has been 
in foreclosure a couple of times in recent years, but the problem remains 
unresolved, and we continue working with our attorneys.  Know that the Board is 
vigilant and will act upon those chronically in arrears.  That segues into my next 
topic. 

 
The board discussed continuing problems with a few owners whose accounts are 
frequently in arrears. Under our Declaration of Covenants, the Board is authorized 
to declare an owner delinquent after a payment is late by 30 days, and to 
accelerate dues payments to the end of the year. That entire amount then 
becomes immediately due and owing.  The Board has used its authority sparingly 
in the past.  In light of chronic problems with a few owners and a delinquency rate 
that is edging higher, the Board intends to review any account 60 days in arrears 
and, in its discretion, vote to accelerate.  Our goal is to reduce the number of 
delinquent accounts for the good of the community as a whole.   

 
The Board also approved two projects -- perimeter wall repair and tree trimming.  
There hardly is a year that goes by when our brick perimeter wall does not need 
some work.  We approved a contract for such sums not to exceed $7,000 for re-
pointing and other spot repairs.  We also approved an amount not to exceed 
$3,500 for tree trimming in common areas.  With respect to ongoing work, all 
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lampposts are being painted and sealed against rain that has occasionally seeped 
in and shorted out the light.  Small metal electrical boxes below ground and 
adjacent to each pole carrying conduit wiring from post to post are being sealed 
and conduit piping  laid to drain off water.  We have 37 lampposts, so this is a lot 
of work.  

 
Moving onto landscaping, two matters.  First, the Board approved amendments to 
the Architectural Standards drafted by Covenants Chair Loren Sciurba and 
reviewed by the Covenants Committee.  I circulated a draft to residents for 
comment in a Mews News Supplementary Report June 5. Loren did not receive 
any adverse comments pertinent to the draft.   

 
As Loren noted in the Mews News Supplement, the revised rules stem from our 
attorney’s recommendation for greater clarity in our current rule.  This was 
especially relevant in addressing several properties with chronically problematic 
landscaping.   The revised rules: 

 
• Clarify what general yard and tree maintenance is expected of homeowners; 
• Emphasize the right of the Covenants Committee to evaluate landscaping at 

any time, as is the practice for physical improvements and damage to homes; 
• Expand the rules regarding removal and replacement of trees, including 

prohibition of new fruit-bearing trees in front or side yards (these have proven 
to be a nuisance to other homeowners); 

• Codify the existing practice of allowing trees and plantings to overgrow 
neighboring property only with the neighbor’s consent; 

• Limit the amount of “stuff” that can be put in a yard without Committee approval 
(five items); and 

• Clarify the rules regarding planters. 
 
The Board appreciates the good work of Loren and the rest of the Committee.   

 
Second, the Board continued its discussion of re-landscaping major areas of the 
community. The Board is evaluating designs and bids for Tier I – both 
entranceways, the intersection of Stultz and Stevenson, and the “island” at the 
confluence of Chaucer Lane and Chaucer View Circle. The Board voted to retain 
a 3rd party landscape architect to assist us in evaluating both proposals.   We will 
keep you apprised.     

 
That’s all for this month.  The next Board meeting is 7 PM, Wednesday, July 18 at 
the home of Lynda O’Sullivan, 6273 Chaucer View Circle.   

 
Contact me President@landmarkmews.com 

 
Bruce 
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REMINDER – HOA DUES INCREASE 

According to Treasurer Dan Aminoff, there are still a number of homeowners that are 
paying the old rates. If you are using a bill paying service, please remember to 
update your account to reflect the new amount of $165 per month. 

Effective January 1st 2018, HOA monthly dues increased to $165 per month.  

You can pay by check, direct debit, online banking auto pay, or SCS 3rd party online 
payment system (fees apply). If you’d like to set up any of these payment methods or 
check the status of your account you can visit www.scs-management.com using your 
account number and zip code. Any questions can be directed to Customer Service 
representative Lisa Grissom (703) 631-2003 Lgrissom@scs-management.com or 
bookkeeping representative Rhonda West rwest@scs-management.com.  
 
 
COVENANT’S CORNER (Loren Scuirba) 
 
Revised Architectural Standards, incorporating a new section 10 (Landscape) will be 
uploaded to the Landmark Mews website shortly.  
 
 
PROPERTY MANAGER UPDATES & REMINDERS (Roger Casalengo)  
 
Parking Reminder 
 
A reminder that common area parking spaces are marked “Visitor” and are reserved for 
visitor short term parking between the hours of 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily. Residents may 
park in the visitor parking spaces only between 8 p.m. and 10 a.m.; however, a 
resident may park in the visitor parking area during designated visitor hours with a note 
on the dashboard of their vehicle indicating the reason (e.g., visitor in driveway). Visitors 
who park in the lot must post a note on the dashboard of their vehicle indicating that they 
are visiting an LMCA resident. Visitors who stay longer than 10 days must abide by the 
same parking restrictions as LMCA residents. 
 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
Tips for Enjoying a Crime Free Summer: 
 
Summer means a break from school and a chance to take a vacation - unfortunately, 
summer also provides opportunities for criminal activity in your neighborhoods. You can 
decrease the chance of becoming a victim this summer by following these tips: 
 
• Install lighting, such as motion lights or dusk to dawn detector lights, on your home's 

exterior  
• Trim shrubbery around your home to eliminate hiding places  
• Do not leave bikes unattended. Lock your bikes, even if you are going to be away for 

only a few moments  
• Be aware of your surroundings and those around you when you walk, jog, or bike  
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• Install a locking mailbox or ask a neighbor to pick up your mail when on vacation. 
Additionally, the Post Office can hold your mail delivery while away.  

• Get to know your neighbors! Let a trusted neighbor know if you are planning to travel 
this summer. Neighbors who know each other look out for each other. 

 
 
Your Guide to Battle Those Mosquitoes 
Courtesy of Fairfax County Government, External Communications 
 
Here’s the guide to defeat those mosquitoes around you home and in your 
neighborhood. In the guide at the link below, you’ll find the information from our Health 
Department: 12 Places to Eliminate Standing Water (mosquitoes can breed in as little as 
a teaspoon of water) – How to Protect Yourself and Your Family From Mosquito Bites --  
Why Wage Battle Against Mosquitoes? – How Your Health Department Can Help (yard 
inspections, HOA meeting presentations) - https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/your-field-
guide-to-battle-mosquitoes/ 
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And last month’s guide to batle ticks	- https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/your-
field-guide-to-battle-ticks/ 
 
 
Alexandria Fire Department Issues Reminder that Fireworks are Dangerous and 
Illegal 
 
Fourth of July. Data show that fireworks start an average of 18,500 fires per year, 
including 1,300 structure fires, 300 vehicle fies, and 16,900 outisde and other fires.  
 
“Sparklers alone account for more than 25 percent of firework-related emergency room 
visits,” saidFire Chief Robert Dubé. “Fireworks should only be handled by trained and 
licensed professionals working in compliance with applicable codes and ordinances.”  
 
Alexandria residents can enjoy the excitement and beauty of fireworks at City-sponsored 
events, such as the City Birthday celebration or First Night Alexandria. Additionally, there 
are many local displays in surrounding localities throughout the Independence Day 
holiday weekend. For information on City events, call 703.746.5592 or 703.746.5418. 
 
Any unauthorized fireworks found in Alexandria will be seized by the Fire Marshal at the 
owner's expense. Fireworks violations are Class 1 misdemeanors and may be 
punishable by a $2,500 fine, 12 months in jail, or both. Fireworks violations may be 
reported 24 hours a day by calling 703.746.4444. For immediate police, fire, or 
emergency medical assistance, call 9-1-1.  
 
 
 
 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (Maria Santos) 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6355 Brampton Court 
List Price: $621,000 
List Date: 6/14/18 
DOM-MLS: 26 
 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
6319 Chaucer View Circle 
New List Price: $3,150 
Status Change Date: 6/11/18 
Original List Price: $3,400 
Original List Date: 5/25/18 
DOM-MLS: 31 
 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
N/A 
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SOLD 
6323 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $615,000 
List Date: 3/9/18 
DOM-MLS: 11 
Contract Date: 3/20/18 
Close Date: 6/5/18 
Sold Price: $615,000 
Seller Subsidy: $0 
Status: SOLD 
 
6320 Manchester Way 
List Price: $625,000 
List Date: 4/26/18 
DOM-MLS: 4 
Contract Date: 4/30/18 
Contingency Expires: 5/21/18 
Close Date: 6/1/18 
Sold Price: $631,600 
Seller Subsidy: $7,616 
Status: SOLD 
 
 


