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NEXT MEETINGS:  

 
Wednesday April 18th @ 7:00 PM at 6364 Brampton Court 

 
Please be sure to check out website: https://www.landmarkmews.com/ 

And request to join our Facebook page: Landmark Mews, Alexandria Va 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
The March Board meeting included the usual updates from Treasurer Dan Aminoff, 
Covenants Chair Loren Sciurba, and Property Manager Roger Casalengo. We also 
discussed further our approach to developing a landscape design (and designer) and 
received another update on the status of amending our governing documents. More on 
these matters below. 
 
Dan Aminoff confirmed purchase of a new $20,000 CD, from Everbank, at 2 percent 
interest over the next 12 months.  We will be renewing other CDs in future months, 
beginning with a $154,291 CD maturing April 20. That 3-year CD at 1 percent will be 
converted into a much higher rate and at a shorter duration. Dan will be advising the 
Board accordingly. Meanwhile, our accounts remain sound and the budget outlook is 
positive. We are saved again from huge snow removal expenses, with the light winter. 
Dan will be providing the Board with a budget overview at a future meeting. 
 
As to Covenants, Loren reported (in absentia) on several applications for modifications 
received, with all but one approved. Spring inspections will be in May. If you are planning 
any exterior modifications, from painting to planting, please run your request through the 
Covenants Committee first. Loren and his Committee will act promptly, and it is far 
easier to address a problem before it arises than after. Asking forgiveness later is not a 
viable strategy.  
 
Property Manager Roger Casalengo asked the Board for approval for installation of 
another iron gate along the Stevenson Avenue perimeter wall. The two existing metal 
gates already have been replaced, but the Board approved $700 for replacing the 
wooden gate at the end of the Masefield pathway to Stevenson Avenue, as an atheistic 
improvement. I understand from those with a much longer history here than I that the 
existing wooden gate was donated many years ago by John and Barbara O’Leary whose 
home is adjacent to the pathway. So, a much-belated “thank you” for your community 
spirit.    
 
The Board also discussed next steps in evaluating landscape design options. Two 
contractors responded to our outreach – Brightview (our landscape contractor), and 
Meadow Farms. Both provided similar evaluations of our existing landscape and 
approaches in re-landscaping.  
 
Brightview: “Our initial impression is that Landmark Mews has the desirable attributes of 
an established landscape as well as some opportunities for new plantings. While there 
are many mature trees and open spaces which give the property a natural feel and a 
park-like sense of seclusion from adjacent I-395 and surrounding developments, the site 
could benefit from more consistency and unity in key areas. Primarily these areas have 
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overgrown evergreens, sparse under-plantings and bare mulch. There are locations 
where the aging landscape will require significant plant replacements while other areas 
may only need minor adjustments.” 
 
Meadow Farms: Most plant material in all beds is outdated and exhausted.  
Recommend replacing most plant material. The constant pruning and shaping of 
overgrown material is not sustainable and isn’t a common practice in today’s 
landscapes.” 
 
Both also recommended installing new lighting, replacing that which is as old as our 
community.  
 
The Board decided to pursue a different tack. Where previously we had thought to select 
one contractor to provide us with a comprehensive plan, we recognize that both are well-
established landscape companies with a sound reputation in the area. With that in mind, 
we will ask both to provide us with designs for our first stage – Tier 1 – comprised of the 
two entrances, the intersection of Stultz and Stevenson, and the “island” at the 
confluence of Chaucer Lane and Chaucer View Circle.  The “double cost” will be offset 
by the credit we will receive from the “winning” contractor for using its design. Lynda 
O’Sullivan is following up. We will then evaluate our approach as we turn to Tiers 2, 3 
and 4.  
 
Finally, with respect to the governing documents, the Board held a Saturday working 
session on the 24th, with Rees Broome counsel Ursula Burgess, reviewing again our 
draft edits. The “plan” is to finalize the documents shortly and obtain Board approval. At 
that point, documents will be sent to the community, and a town hall meeting will be 
scheduled, probably on a Saturday morning in April. Thereafter, proxies will be 
distributed seeking your approval, and a final community meeting held to officially affirm 
ratification. 
 
This is a serious exercise, and requires your participation. Unlike the secret ballot 
elections for Board members, this is a transparent process. We will know whether you 
have voted or not, so don’t be surprised if a Board member shows up on your doorstep 
asking you to sign a proxy! We will need 100 of 148 owners to vote “yes.”  
 
Finally, finally, Jason Short, Board member and Secretary, has notified the Board he 
intends to retire his Secretary hat. So, if you are interested in serving as Secretary, 
please let me know (president@landmarkmews.com).  
 
That’s all for this month. Next month’s meeting is Wednesday April 18 at the home of 
Josh Haines, 6364 Brampton Court, and beginning at 7 PM.   
 
 
Bruce 
president@landmarkmews.com 
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DUE INCREASE 

According to Treasurer Dan Aminoff, a number of homeowners are still paying the old 
rates. If you are using a bill paying service, please remember to update your account to 
reflect the new amount of $165 per month. 

Effective January 1st 2018, monthly dues increased to $165 per month.  

You can pay by check, direct debit, online banking auto pay, or SCS 3rd party online 
payment system (fees apply). If you’d like to set up any of these payment methods or 
check the status of your account you can visit www.scs-management.com using your 
account number and zip code. Any questions can be directed to Customer Service 
representative Lisa Grissom (703) 631-2003 Lgrissom@scs-management.com or 
bookkeeping representative Rhonda West rwest@scs-management.com.  
 
 
HOME INSPECTIONS 
 
Every year, the Covenants Committee inspects all of the homes in the community. We 
conduct our first inspection in May, after which we send notices of compliance or 
violation. We also inform homeowners of advisory issues that are not violations yet, but 
may be deteriorating to the point that they will be violations in the future. Those 
homeowners with violations are given until September to fix them, at which time we 
conduct a follow up inspection.  
 
If you have an outstanding violation,  or if you have been informed of an advisory issue 
that may be getting worse, please try to fix them before the end of May. Note that 
violations left unaddressed may result in fines or other corrective actions by the Board. 
Also, any problems that we can spot from outside could be a sign more serious damage 
to your home, so it is in your best interest to have them fixed. 
 
Landmark Mews owners generally take great care of their homes and have great pride in 
their appearance. If the Covenants Committee can help in any way, please contact us at 
covenants@landmarkmews.com. 
 
 
MOBILE PHONE EMERGENCY ALERT 
 
Your mobile phone will buzz loudly on Thursday, April 5, between 10 and 11 a.m. as the 
National Capital Region tests the Wireless Emergency Alerts system. 
 
Twenty jurisdictions, including Fairfax County, will simultaneously issue a test message 
through the Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) system. WEA is a public safety system 
allowing people who use cellphones and other enabled mobile devices to receive 
geographically-targeted, text-like messages about threats to safety in their area. 
 
WEA triggers a loud noise and a text message on cellphones and enabled mobile 
devices. This special WEA tone and vibration will both be repeated twice. 
 
Individuals with cellphones or other enabled mobile devices in Fairfax County will 
receive the following message: “A test of the Fairfax County Emergency Alert System. 
No action required.” 
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For more information: 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/regional-test-wireless-emergency-alerts-system-april-5/ 
 
 
TRASH & RECYCLING 
 
PLEASE PLEASE remember to secure your trash on collection days! 
 
It has become almost predictable that trash day falls on the windy days of the week. 
Residents are encouraged to use heavy duty trash bags, break down boxes, wrap loose 
newspapers & magazines with twine, lay trash bins down, and bungee trash bin lids so 
they do not blow open. If the forecast is for heavy wind, defer putting them out.  
 
 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (MARIA SANTOS) 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6319 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $650,000 
List Date: 3/22/18 
DOM-MLS: 1 
 
 
ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 
6326 Manchester Way 
New Rent Price: $3,000/month  
Change Date: 3/16/18 
Original Rent Price: $3,500/month 
Prior Rent Price: $3,200/month 
Status: Available  
DOM-MLS: 98 
 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
6323 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $615,000 
List Date: 3/9/18 
DOM-MLS: 11 
Contingency Expires: 4/20/18 
Close Date: 6/6/18 
Status: CNKO 
 
 
SOLD 
6307 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $600,000 
List Date: 1/18/18 
Sold Price: $619,000 
Sold Date: 3/5/18 
DOM-MLS: 0 
Status: SOLD 
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6331 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $619,000 
List Date: 3/20/18 
Sold Price: $629,900 
Sold Date: 3/20/18 
DOM-MLS: 0 
Status: SOLD 
 


