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NEXT MEETINGS:  

Wednesday November 15th @ 7:00 PM at 6364 Brampton Court 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
This month was uneventful, notwithstanding two Mews meetings, the October Board 
meeting and the Annual Meeting the following night, October 19th.  
 
The Board’s sole business was to approve a budget for 2018. We did so, adopting 
unanimously the draft previously discussed and circulated to the community with the 
September Mews News. The revenue from the dues increase, effective in January, is 
funneled solely to the operations side of the budget and will permit us greater flexibility in 
budgeting (and spending) in certain categories, mostly for maintenance and landscaping. 
As I’ve noted previously, $15,000 is set aside for retention of a landscape designer if we 
choose to retain services independent of a landscape service, such as our landscape 
contractor, Brightview.  
 
The Annual Meeting went well. Many good questions and advice. Formal congratulations 
to Jason Short, Josh Haines, and Brian Anthony for winning new three-year terms. Jason 
who is also Board Secretary, and Josh are currently serving truncated terms of members 
who resigned early. Brian is new and fills the seat currently held by Joel Kaplan who is 
leaving the Board after three terms. My thanks to Joel for his nine years of service to the 
community and, most recently, for advocating installation of a Little Free Library.  
 
 In my remarks, I reviewed the year so far, beginning with the Board’s review with Rees 
Broome counsel of our obligations under the Governing Documents and pertinent legal 
authorities. Out of this exercise, we adopted resolutions on a process for adopting 
resolutions and on conflicts of interest; creation of the Mews Facebook site; dedicating 
email addresses for Board members and supporting cast; and a miscellany of other 
matters. The Board also adopted early on a concept list of projects that guided our 
landscape and maintenance priorities. Finally, I noted the on-going review of our 
Governing Documents – the Articles of Incorporation, Declaration of Covenants, and By-
Laws. Lynda O’Sullivan, Covenants Chair Loren Sciurba, and I have worked on this for 
several months, though there is still a ways to go. We will be meeting with Rees Broome 
counsel soon and hope to complete the legal review by the end of the year or early next 
year. At that point, the revised documents will be presented to the Board for its approval 
and then to you all. Virginia’s Property Owners’ Association Act lays out specific ratification 
requirements, including holding of a community meeting and approval by two-thirds of 
owners for amending the Declaration and Articles, and a majority vote for amending the 
By-Laws. Because it makes sense to amend all three documents simultaneously, to be 
consistent with one another, this effectively will require approval of 100 of 148 owners, a 
heavy lift.  
 
Our community dates from the early 1980s, and the Documents have never been 
amended. They are outdated, including language, now irrelevant, pertaining to the 
developer, other features favorable to developer control, and other sections that are no 
longer relevant and just clutter up the document. The amendments will clean this up, while 
also making several substantive changes to the relationship between the Covenants 
Committee and Board. Much more to come in future months, but I wanted to give you a 
heads up.    
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One other area worth mentioning: Covenants and other rule enforcement. Upon becoming 
President in January, I noted a number of residents not current on their dues, though in 
most cases the amounts were not great. That said, with the Board’s support, I directed our 
counsel at Rees Broome to more vigorously (and timely) pursue owners in arrears. This 
has been successful, with only one account of significance now in arrears and that account 
has been turned over for collection. The Board intends to keep us within an acceptable 
range of amounts outstanding, as recommended by our auditor. Our delinquency rate is 
currently 5.05% of total annual assessments of $266,400. Industry standards call for a 
range of 3% to 5%.  
 
The Board also committed to timely enforcement of Covenants Committee decisions. If 
owners refuse to comply with Covenants Committee orders (absent an appeal), those 
matters will be turned over to the Board for prompt action. Article VII of the Declaration of 
Covenants grants the Board broad authority to require owners to maintain their property 
and, if owners fail to do so, with proper notice, to enter onto the property to have the work 
done and billed as a special restoration assessment. We’ve used this authority a few times 
this year and may have to use it again with reports that a few owners are refusing to agree 
to necessary tree-trimming on their properties. This includes owners whose properties 
back up to alleyways who may be unaware they own to the alley’s mid-point. If the Board 
is going to maintain the pristine appearance of our community, we cannot indulge the 
recalcitrance of a small minority of owners at the expense of the rest of us.  
 
Finally, my thanks to the Elections Committee – Chair Emil Zuberbueler, Russ Elder, Kerry 
McIntyre, and Sue Penny – for a job well-done. All done in accordance with our approved 
election procedures and without a hitch. 
 
That is all for this month.  
Bruce 
president@landmarkmews.com 
 
 
DUE INCREASE 

As a reminder, effective January 1st 2018, monthly dues will increase to $165 per 
month.  

You can pay by check, direct debit, online banking auto pay, or SCS 3rd party online 
payment system (fees apply). If you’d like to set up any of these payment methods or 
check the status of your account you can visit www.scs-management.com using your 
account number and zip code. Any questions can be directed to Customer Service 
representative Lisa Grissom (703) 631-2003 Lgrissom@scs-management.com or 
bookkeeping representative Rhonda West rwest@scs-management.com.  
 
 
LANDMARK MEWS ELECTIONS 
 
The results are in….Congratulations to Brian Anthony, Josh Haines, and Jason Short on 
their election to the board!  
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VIRGINIA ELECTIONS 
 
In case you haven’t been by a TV or radio in the past few weeks, statewide and 
municipal elections will be held in the Virginia on November 7, 2017. The main election 
being held in Virginia is the state's gubernatorial election. In addition, all of Virginia's 
House of Delegates seats are up for re-election. Landmark Mews residents can cast 
their ballots at Bren Mar Park Elementary School.  
 
TRICK-OR-TREAT 
 
Trick or treat times in Northern Virginia are pretty much whenever you want them to be, 
as there are no “official” trick-or-treating schedules. Fairfax County, as well as Prince 
William, and Loudoun Counties, do not regulate the times. Neither do the cities of 
Fairfax, Alexandria, Falls Church, or Manassas. As a general rule of thumb, trick-or-
treating begins at dusk and ends at 8 PM 
 
Safety Tips for Trick-or-Treaters 

1. Children should only visit homes that have their porch lights on. 

2. Inspect your children’s candy before they eat it — especially for any food 
allergies (some people use teal pumpkins to distribute allergy-free treats). 

3. Make sure children know their phone number and address — and to provide 
this information to a police officer in an emergency or if lost. 

4. Stay on sidewalks and avoid walking in streets, if possible. Cross streets only at 
the corner and never cross between parked vehicles or mid-block. 

5. And when trick-or-treating, use battery-powered lights, keep your devices 
charged and pick a place to meet if you get lost.

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/boo-your-guide-to-halloween/
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LOOKING FOR A CONTRACTOR 
 
Submitted by LMCA resident: 
 
Apparantly some homeowners do not know about Washington Consumers’ Checkbook. I 
have subscribed to Washington Consumers’ Checkbook for decades and saved 
thousands of dollars and avoided headaches with poor performance from contractors. 
Washington Consumers’ Checkbook is a non-profit that collects data and rates 
contractors for most services homeowners would need. I recommend the LMCA monthly 
newsletter for several issues inform homeowners about the Washington Consumers’ 
Checkbook website and see what is provides. Here is a link that lists Ratings & Advice 
Categories so homeowners can investigate for themselves:  
 
~Grant Sharp 
 
https://www.checkbook.org/washington-area/ 
 
A subscription for access to the website is $28 a year and is a bargain. Take a look! 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON OUR NEIGHBORS 
 
A reminder that I am accepting nominations (on behalf of the board) for resident 
recognition. You may submit them at any time througout the year for consideration. 
 
Any resident may be nominated for any reason so long as (1) the spotlighted activity is 
non-discrimintory, non-political, and non-divisive and (2) the resident recommending the 
honoree drafts a narrative, gets the honoree’s approval of the narrative, and submits it 
for approval to secretary@landmarkmews.com. The Board reserves the right to not 
publish and/or to edit the narrative.  
 

 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (MARIA SANTOS) 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 

 
6319 Chaucer View Circle 

New List Price: $650,000 
Original List Price: $683,500  
Status Change Date: 7/14/17 
Original List Date: 9/15/16 
DOM-MLS: 63 
DOM-Prop: 305 
Status: Active/Relisted 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
 

https://www.checkbook.org/washington-area/
mailto:secretary@landmarkmews.com
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N/A 
 
FOR RENT 
 
N/A 


