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NEXT MEETING: Wednesday September 20th @ 7:00 PM at 6273 Chaucer View  

 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
Happy August on the eve of the eclipse. Be sure to read Jason’s narrative on the eclipse 
following. 
 
There are two matters of importance this month. First, at our August meeting, the Board 
approved a dues increase of $15 per month, effective January 2018. This is our first 
dues increase in 10 years, almost unheard of in the world of home owner associations, 
some of which increase dues almost every year. Our last increase in January 2008 of 
$25 followed a $25 increase in January 2004, so our community’s history is one of 
deliberate and cautious increases over time. This year’s increase is modest; there are a 
few Board members who believed a somewhat larger increase was warranted, in view of 
not only our increased costs over the past decade but the loss in purchasing power 
since 2008 that even with modest inflation translated $150 into $172 per month. 
Nevertheless, the Board approved $15 unanimously (with one member absent). 
 
We looked at two key cost drivers – landscape and trash contracts – both of which are 
our two largest annual (and predictable) expenses. Since 2008, these costs have risen 
$17,850. Projecting out a few years, to 2021, these numbers climb to $28,200. A $15 per 
month increase yields $26,640 annually, so the increase will still not quite cover 
escalation in just these two areas. But, it helps. 
 
The Board combined the dues increase with two other actions: First, in response to our 
community’s ambience needing improvement – our landscape and lighting has not been 
updated in decades – the Board is authorized to contract with a professional landscape 
designer – someone who knows what he’s talking about – to develop a comprehensive 
plan. We need a catchy title, so let’s call it Mews Vision 2020. We’ll take this a step at 
time. No comprehensive plan has ever been done. Whatever is developed and approved 
by the Board will still be subject to funding, likely on a phased basis. 
 
Second, the Board also will re-visit our reserve analysis, the most recent of which is only 
a year old. Virginia law requires HOAs obtain a reserve analysis every five years, so the 
next one would not be required until 2021. That analysis dictates a schedule of 
infrastructure component improvements and an annual reserve contribution in 
accordance thereof. That reserve contribution (“reserve expense”), rises 2% annually. 
This year it is about $42,000, so it is yet another scheduled expense that will continue to 
rise. If we can safely reduce the reserve expense, we can free up additional funds for 
operations. Last year – after the reserve analysis was issued – the Board approved 
moving $53,000 into our replacement reserves (I’ll spare you the detail on this), pursuant 
to a recommendation from our auditor. So, we now have another $53,000 in our 
reserves. Second, it has struck a few of us having been involved in Mews community 
affairs for some time, that some of the component assumptions appear overly 
conservative. We want to revisit these with the analyst. 
 
It is the uncertainty with how much we might be able to reduce our reserve expense and 
the cost of landscape/lighting improvements that led the Board to approve only $15, for 
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now. Rest assured, the Board is sensitive to our obligation to you to be good stewards of 
your funds – and of our community. 
 
The second significant matter is the upcoming Board election. Included with this issue of 
the Mews News is a separate memo from Elections Chair Emil Zuberbueler detailing 
candidate filing and ballot procedures. There are three seats up this year, those currently 
filled by Josh Haines, Jason Short, and Joel Kaplan, all of whom or some of whom may 
decide to run for another term. All terms are three years, commencing on January 1. 
Petitions must be filed no later than 5 PM September 28th. Ballots will be distributed 
shortly thereafter and must be returned to Emil per instructions, by mail or brought to the 
Annual Meeting on Thursday evening October 19th, 8 PM. Ballots cannot be accepted 
after 8 PM, with gaveling to order of the Annual Meeting. 
 
DUE INCREASE 

Effective January 1st 2018, monthly dues will increase to $165 per month.  

In short, our expenses continue to increase while our revenue has remained constant for 
the last 10 years. The Board felt this a prudent measure to ensure the finances remain 
strong while continuing to maintain the community.  

 
SCS ACCOUNTS – FAQ 
 
Most of you know (hopefully) that your HOA fee is due on the 1st of every month and is 
considered late if not posted by 30th of the month. Our accounting firm, SCS, imposes a 
$25 late fee for any missed payments and $40 for returned payments. You can pay by 
check, direct debit, online banking auto pay, or SCS 3rd party online payment system 
(fees apply). If you’d like to set up any of these payment methods or check the status of 
your account you can visit www.scs-management.com using your account number and 
zip code. Any questions can be directed to Customer Service representative Lisa 
Grissom (703) 631-2003 Lgrissom@scs-management.com or bookkeeping 
representative Rhonda West rwest@scs-management.com.  
 
 
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS 
 
Landmark Mews board elections are right around the corner. This year there are three 
open seats that will need to be filled by any current resident. Elections will be conducted 
as part of the annual meeting on October 19th. The by-laws require petitions of 
candidacy to be filed with the Elections Committee "at least three weeks before the 
annual meeting." Therefore, petitions must be received by COB September 28. Those 
petitions must be signed by at least 5 owners of 5 separate units. A more detailed email 
explaining the details will follow.  
 
 
SCHOOLS IN!! 
 
Just a reminder that schools are back in session or soon will be. Please keep an eye out 
for kids.	When those red lights start flashing, pay attention! Kids of all ages may be 
running to catch their bus, and you don't always see, or know, where they will be coming 
from. STOP your vehicle. Remember, in Virginia it's the law. School bus safety is crucial! 
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
 

 
 
Based on feedback from residents, National Night Out was a huge success! We had an 
estimated 60 residents and local police officers in attendance. It was a great opportunity 
to socialize with our fellow neighbors and enjoy some tastey barbeque courtesy of 
Rocklands as well as a surpise visit from the ice cream truck. Many thanks to all those 
involved in the planning and execution of this event.  
 
 
SOLAR ECLIPSE 
 
Did you know – a rare total solar eclipse is	happening	this Monday, August 21, 2017 
and will be visible in totality within a band stretching from Oregon to South Carolina. 



5	|	P a g e 	
	

While Alexandria is not in the “direct” path, a 90% eclipse will be seen in the local area 
between 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm. A word of caution…while it may be tempting to take a quick 
peak, you should never stare directly at a solar eclipse with the naked eye. Doing so can 
casuse serious and permanent damange to your eyes even though you wont experience 
any pain. You should only look at them through a special filter or by indirect viewing. 
 

 
 
For more informaion, check out NASA’s eclipse page: 
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-who-what-where-when-and-how 
 
 
STUBBORN MAILBOX KEYS 
 
Many of you have reported difficulty removing keys from the mailboxes. Roger contacted 
the mailbox vendor and a fix is forethcoming. In the interim, the vendor offered some 
advice; apply inward pressure on the center key cyinder while removing the key. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR NEIGHBORS 
 
A reminder that I am accepting nominations (on behalf of the board) for resident 
recognition. You may submit them at any time througout the year for consideration. 
 
As noted last month, one of our fellow homeowners suggested that the board recognize 
residents who contribute to the broader community. The Board voiced overwhelming 
support of this idea and welcomes new nominations. Any resident may be nominated for 
any reason so long as (1) the spotlighted activity is non-discrimintory, non-political, and 
non-divisive and (2) the resident recommending the honoree drafts a narrative, gets the 
honoree’s approval of the narrative, and submits it for approval to 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. The Board reserves the right to not publish and/or to 
edit the narrative.  
 

 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (MARIA SANTOS) 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 

 
6304 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $609,500 
List Date: 7/14/17 
DOM-MLS: 0 
Status: Active 
 
6319 Chaucer View Circle 
New List Price: $665,000 
Original List Price: $683,500  
Status Change Date: 4/28/17 
Original List Date: 9/15/16 
DOM-MLS: 51 
DOM-Prop: 216 
Status: Active/Relisted 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
 
N/A 
 
FOR RENT 
 
N/A 


