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NEXT MEETING: Wednesday August 16th @ 7:00 PM at 6325 Manchester Way 

 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 
July’s Board meeting included the usual financial and property updates, along with final 
Board approval of a change in our parking policy to prohibit any vehicles parking on other 
than a driveway, extending the current rule to walkways from sidewalks and front yards. 
Therefore, henceforth parking of motorcycles on walkways is prohibited. With one 
exception, all reaction we had to this proposal as reported in last month’s Mews News was 
in favor of the ban.  
 
The Board also approved purchase of another 12-month $50,000 CD, pursuant to 
Treasurer Dan Aminoff’s recommendation. 
 
Most of our meeting entailed a discussion about Mews finances and whether – and to 
what extent -- dues should be increased after a 10-year freeze. For those more recent 
arrivals in the Mews, you may not be aware that our dues have not increased since 
January 2008 when they rose $25 per month. Our annual income remains nominally 
$266,400, but with even a modest rate of inflation over this period averaging 1.56 percent, 
our real income is worth $234,152 in 2008 dollars or $130.49 per month, not $150. Put 
another way, if dues had risen with inflation, they would stand at $172.50 today. 
Furthermore, along with paying in depreciated dollars, our expenses in key areas have 
risen significantly: Landscape (contract) up 22.5%; trash up 13.3%; snow removal (what 
we budget) up 133%; and water up 15.6%. Electricity is down with our use of more energy-
efficient bulbs. These contractual expenses will continue to rise at least 2% annually into 
the near-future. Our reserve expenses – what we are obligated by our reserve analysis to 
set aside annually – also will rise 2% annually, now at $42,480.  What we are permitted to 
spend out of our replacement reserves for a few other functions is modest, this year set 
at $21,580 – and that is to include not only landscape, but brick wall repairs, concrete wall 
repairs, irrigation system repairs, and miscellaneous “site items.” Because we did not have 
to spend barely anything on most of these items, we could devote virtually all to 
landscaping, though what we were able to do is, again, modest.  
 
Now, I don’t want to paint an erroneous picture. As I’ve reported every month, we are fully 
reserved and operating either at or slightly under budget. But, our operational expenses 
keep rising, and we cannot simply transfer funds from our replacement reserves to do 
“stuff.” Those reserves are there to fund infrastructure improvements in accordance with 
a schedule laid out in the reserve analysis. We can’t say “we won’t plan to do that” and 
spend the funds on something else; that would be irresponsible.   
 
I can assure you the Board will carefully consider our options, though I believe we have a 
sense something is likely necessary. We take seriously our responsibility to be good 
stewards of your funds. 10 years without a dues increase should alone be testimony to 
that. However, we also know living in this community that we have an obligation to you to 
keep it looking good, not only for those of us already here but in marketing our properties 
to potential buyers, and there are simply stricter limits on what we can do anymore with 
$150 per month. Of $21,580, we spent about $18,000 on planting a few trees behind 
homes on Manchester Way, replacing dead bushes along Stevenson Avenue, and 
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replacing a few bushes in Manchester Park. And, we were able to do that only because 
we did not have to spend much of anything this year on our perimeter wall.  
 
There has been a suggestion that all we need to do is cut expenses. Not true and, even if 
it were, there is nothing we could do to alter in a meaningful way the cost and spending 
trajectory we’re on. We run a tight ship, and I will gladly defend every dollar we spend.   
 
The Board will continue our discussion at the August meeting and likely will vote, on 
something. We are on the cusp on developing a 2018 budget with SCS and need to plug 
in updated revenue numbers, if we’re going to have them.   
 
That is all for this month.  
Bruce 
president@landmarkmews.com 
 
 
CHANGES TO LMCA PARKING POLICY 

 
Based on observations during the most recent spring inspections, the Covenants 
Committee recommended a change to the LMCA Parking Policy. The Board approved 
this change after a lengthy discussion and based on input from the community. 
 
The policy is revised to include the following restrictions: 

"Only cars, motorcycles, and trucks no larger than a conventional pick-up or 
SUV, may be parked in driveways. Under no circumstances may a vehicle be 
parked on a homeowner's walkway, porch, lawn, or sidewalk." 

Therefore, effective immediately any vehicles parked on a resident's walkway, porch, 
lawn or sidewalk are in violation and subject to fines and/or towing. 

Note: The full LMCA Parking Policy is included at the end of this newsletter 

  
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
 
Don’t forget…..Landmark Mews will be participating in National Night Out (NNO) in a just 
a couple of weeks. NNO is an annual event involving communities across the nation 
honoring public safety personnel. In past years, the Mews usually hosted an NNO event 
but has not done so in several years. We're back! We have invited Fairfax County police 
to visit our community, giving residents and first responders an opportunity to meet and 
for us to how our support for their public service, and for neighbors an opportunity to 
meet one another. Here are the details: 
 
 
Where: Manchester Park 
When: 6:00-7:30, Tuesday, August 1 
Fare: Barbecue catered by Rocklands; ice cream truck; beverages (adult and otherwise) 
Cost: None. This is a Board-budgeted cost.  
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It is important to let us know if you are coming, so we can be sure we've ordered enough 
food. So, please RSVP to secretary@landmarkmews.com and let us know how many in 
your family will be coming.  
 
If you are willing and able to volunteer for the evening, please let Bruce Wood 
president@landmarkmews.com or Jason Short jason.short@landmarkmews.com know.  
 
For more information please visit: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/nno/ 
https://natw.org/ 
 
 
SNOW IN JULY 
 
A message from our President regarding snow removal: 
 
Guaranteed with every snow, Property Manager Roger Casalengo and the President 
(whomever it is) receive complaints about plowing. A handful of residents – and usually 
the same ones -- complain about snow plowed back across their driveway aprons, 
requiring them to shovel again. This past March’s snow was no exception, so this time I 
contacted our Brightview account manager, Glen Goff, and asked him how to respond. 
In addition to the usual complaint about driveways, one resident on Masefield 
complained about the pile of snow along one side of the street where the sun never 
shone, asking why it couldn’t be plowed to the other side. Mr. Goff also addresses some 
residents’ practice of shoveling snow back into the street. He does make one 
suggestion: Having on hand a front end loader that could clear snow shoveled back onto 
streets as well as driveway aprons. The cost of that would be several thousand dollars, 
significantly increasing our snow budget (and costs). We currently budget $14,000 for 
snow removal.  
 
Following is Mr. Goff’s complete response:   
 
Thanks for sharing your feedback from our most recent storm. To provide some insight, 
a general rule of thumb is to plow from the middle of the street to the right to insure that 
accessibility is not hindered by larger unpassable snow piles in the center of the road 
should first responders be required to access the site, or transport a resident away from 
the property. This methodology also provides better ingress/egress should a resident/or 
visitor have the need to travel the roadways during snow removal operations. Plowing to 
the right also affords the truck the ability to consistently move snow; if it is piled in the 
center, the weight of the snow can be enough to stop the plow, which in turn increases 
the chances of equipment failure. The increased effort and reduced speed ultimately 
would cost the client more to move the same snow/or even long delays if equipment 
repairs where necessary during the event. With regards to the practicality of turning the 
blade at each driveway, this would have little impact and drastically increase the service 
time to plow. Plowing snow with trucks needs to occur at intervals of every few inches to 
be able to move/push the snow effectively. With this, you will have reoccurrences of 
having to open up access to driveways. A method to minimize the impact of reoccurring 
snow removal from driveway aprons is to pile all of the snow to the right when a 
neighbor’s driveway will not be directly affected. Otherwise if you pile the snow on your 
own property you will lessen the amount of work you have to do over again. 
With regards to Masefield Court, the snow plowing methods previously exercised where 
due impart to fluidness of the truck making the right hand turn and plowing up the left 
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side of the street. This is a minor efficiency exercise. For the next event, we will instruct 
the driver to plow up the right side initially to reduce the amount of snow that ultimately 
ends up on that side. Hopefully with this minor change in strategy, the amount of snow 
left behind will be reduced along the shady side curb line and aprons. 
The driver will be reminded about all mailbox accessibility and will do everything possible 
to minimize snow left in these areas. 
While driving through the site today, its apparent that a lot of snow gets shoveled back 
onto the streets from sidewalks and driveways. Some areas had snow thrown back 
almost into the middle of the street which defeats (to a degree) the efforts of the plow. 
For future events of higher accumulation and long durations of sub-freezing 
temperatures, please consider this: possible having us come back through with a skid 
steer and bucket to perform a cleanup service of the snow put back onto the streets by 
the residents. Alternatively, consider staging a skid steer with a pusher box on site for 
the winter to provide curb to curb service, while being able to relocate snow to the very 
few common area places you have to pile it. This equipment would minimize drastically 
the amount of snow left at aprons. The cost per hour increases from the truck to the skid, 
but efficiencies may also be gained due to tighter turning radius and the ability to pick up 
and place snow, versus just pushing it to a location. We can discuss this in further detail 
the next time I’m on site if you’d like. 
 
 
RECYCLING 
 
As many of you know we have had a number of trash & recycling issues over the years. 
The most common problem being failure to secure trash on windy days. Another 
common issue is non-recyclable and/or “special handling” items being put out 
incorrectly. 
 
Items you CAN recycle: 

 Paper – newspaper, envelopes, junk mail, phone books, brochures, magazines 
 Cardboard – ream wrappers, file folders, poster board, frozen food boxes, 

cardboard boxes, milk cartons 
 Plastic – water bottles, take out containers, soda bottles, bagged film plastic 
 Glass – beverage containers, food jars 

 
*These items do not need to be sorted. All you have to do is place your recyclables in 
the blue container, and they will do the rest. Their advanced sorting equipment ensures 
your recyclables are processed responsibly and reliably 
 
Non-Recyclable Items: 

 Aerosol cans 
 Aluminum foil 
 Batteries 
 Clothing 
 Food waste 
 Napkins 
 Mirrors 
 Ceramic 

 Plastic bags 
 Shredded paper 
 Stickers/Address labels 
 Tissue 
 Styrofoam 
 Paper towels 
 Glass windows 
 Pyrex 

 
Special Handing: These items should NEVER be mixed with regular recycling 

 Incandescent light bulbs  Fluorescent tubes 
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 Computers & Electronics 
 Needles or syringes 

 Hazardous waste 
 Toxic material containers 
 Paint 
 Yard waste 

Please visit the Republic Services website at https://www.republicservices.com for more 
information on services, procedures, and holiday schedules. 
 
 
HVAC ISSUES 
 
One of your fellow homeowner’s recently reported water leaking from the soffit area 
above their front door. As it turns out many of the upstairs fan coil units (usually in the 
fourth floor attic space) have 2 drains. The condensation line typically drains to your 
sump pump. Occasionally, this drain line gets clogged over the winter months when 
spiders or other insects build nests in them. In the event of a clog, the water overflows 
into drip pan under the fan coil unit. There is a secondary drain from the drip pan that 
drains to the soffit area. Whether accidental, or by design, the overflow water drips in a 
visible place which alerts the homeowner to the clog. 
 
Moral of the story…it’s important to have your HVAC system serviced yearly. A good 
service provider will flush all the drain lines to ensure you do not have any obstructions. 
A regular service schedule can add years to the life of your (costly) HVAC equipment.  
 
 
ZONING OPEN HOUSE 
 
From Brian Worthy – Public Information Officer Fairfax County 
 
Airbnb, assisted living facilities, backyard patios and decks, and urban farming—these 
are some of the issues we’ll discuss at a Wednesday, July 26, open house on possible 
zoning changes. Come learn how these proposals may affect you and your 
neighborhood, and offer feedback. 
 
The event takes place at 7 p.m. at the Herrity Building, Room 106/107, 12055 
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax. 
 
At the open house, you will: 
 
• Hear short presentations on each of these topics, including a presentation on how 
zoning regulations are amended. 
 
• Learn about how zoning affects land use and development 
 
• Talk one-on-one with staff or ask questions about zoning issues 
 
For questions, more information, or reasonable ADA accommodations, contact the 
Fairfax County Zoning Ordinance Administration Division at 703-324-1314, TTY 711. Or 
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/2017/come-to-july-26-zoning-open-house.htm 
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR NEIGHBORS 
 
A reminder that I am accepting nominations (on behalf of the board) for resident 
recognition. You may submit them at any time througout the year for consideration. 
 
As noted last month, one of our fellow homeowners suggested that the board recognize 
residents who contribute to the broader community. The Board voiced overwhelming 
support of this idea and welcomes new nominations. Any resident may be nominated for 
any reason so long as (1) the spotlighted activity is non-discrimintory, non-political, and 
non-divisive and (2) the resident recommending the honoree drafts a narrative, gets the 
honoree’s approval of the narrative, and submits it for approval to 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. The Board reserves the right to not publish and/or to 
edit the narrative.  
 

 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (MARIA SANTOS) 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 

 
6304 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $609,500 
List Date: 7/14/17 
DOM-MLS: 0 
Status: Active 
 
 
6319 Chaucer View Circle 
New List Price: $665,000 
Original List Price: $683,500  
Status Change Date: 4/28/17 
Original List Date: 9/15/16 
DOM-MLS: 51 
DOM-Prop: 216 
Status: Active/Relisted 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
 
N/A 
 
FOR RENT 
 
N/A 

 
 

KEEP SCROLLING FOR ATTACHMENT(S) 
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LANDMARK	MEWS	COMMUNITY	ASSOCIATION	
PARKING	AND	VEHICLE	POLICY	

Rev	July	2017	
	
Introduction	

	
It is the policy of the Landmark Mews Community Association (LMCA) to provide adequate 
visitor parking between the hours of 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily, comply with the Fairfax County 
code regarding fire lanes as it applies to the interior private roads of the Community, maintain 
and protect the common areas as required by the Landmark Mews governing documents, and 
take prudent action to safeguard the public health and safety. 
 
Residents who fail to abide by these rules, or who permit their visitors to do so, are subject to 
enforcement actions and penalties including fines, towing at the owner’s expense; and 
suspension of rights to use any common area including the streets  
 
Responsibilities 
 
The LMCA Property Manager is responsible for parking monitoring and recordkeeping. The 
LMCA Covenants Committee is responsible for enforcing vehicle restrictions on or concerning 
homeowner property. The LMCA Board is responsible for enforcement actions including the 
imposition of fines and authorization of towing. LMCA residents are responsible for keeping 
their vehicles licensed, registered, and in good working order, and for following the rules 
governing vehicles and parking contained in this document, as well as the Declaration of 
Covenants, Architectural Guidelines, and any other authorities promulgated by the Community 
Association.  
 
Resident Vehicle Decals 
 
LMCA residents must register all their vehicles with the Association within 30 days of moving 
into the community and will be issued a LMCA window decal for each vehicle that must be 
displayed in the lower left corner of the rear window, or in the case of convertibles and 
motorcycles, in another easily visible location. The LMCA Board has authorized a penalty of $10 
per violation, per day for failure to obtain or display a LMCA vehicle decal. 
 
Visitor Parking 
 
Common area parking spaces are marked “Visitor” and are reserved for visitor short term 
parking between the hours of 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily. Residents may park in the visitor parking 
spaces only between 8 p.m. and 10 a.m.; however, a resident may park in the visitor parking 
area during designated visitor hours with a note on the dashboard of their vehicle indicating the 
reason (e.g., visitor in driveway). 
 
Visitors who park in the lot must post a note on the dashboard of their vehicle indicating that 
they are visiting an LMCA resident. Visitors who stay longer than 10 days must abide by the 
same parking restrictions as LMCA residents. 
 
General Vehicle Restrictions 
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Certain vehicles may not be parked outside of a garage such as recreational vehicles (including, 
but not limited to: trailers, boats, campers, all‐terrain vehicles (ATVs), and go‐karts); commercial 
vehicles, (including but not limited to: vans and trucks larger than conventional pick‐ups and 
SUVs); inoperable, or unregistered vehicles; and, vehicles leaking gas, oil, or other fluids; 
however, residents may park or store any kind of vehicle or equipment in their garage provided 
it fits inside with the door completely closed. Major repairs to vehicles may not be performed 
outside of a garage. Gas, oil, or other vehicle fluids must be properly stored and disposed of and 
my not be poured into the ground or down storm drains.  
 
Only cars, motorcycles, and trucks no larger than a conventional pick‐up or SUV, may be parked 
in driveways. Under no circumstances may a vehicle be parked on a homeowner's walkway, 
porch, lawn, or sidewalk. Vehicles may not be parked in driveways in a manner in which they 
obstruct pedestrian traffic along the sidewalks. Vehicles may not be parked sideways in a 
driveway, or side‐by‐side (hub‐to‐hub) in a driveway, unless the driveway has been specifically 
constructed to accommodate two vehicles in this manner. If the driveway is long enough, 
vehicles may be parked bumper‐to‐bumper with the long axis of the vehicles being parallel to 
the long axis of the driveway.  
 
Violations of vehicle and parking restrictions occurring on private property will be referred to 
the Covenants Committee for appropriate action.  
 
Streets and Common Areas 
 
Per Fairfax County Code, the interior streets of the Landmark Mews Community are designated 
Fire Lanes. Therefore, on‐street parking within the Landmark Mews Community is strictly 
prohibited at all times. Vehicles parked on‐street or in Fire Lanes will be reported to the Fairfax 
County Police.  
 
Vehicles, including maintenance vehicles, may not be driven or parked over the curbing or 
sidewalks. Vehicles may not be driven or parked in any common area, including alleyways, and 
the common area referred to as “the Berm.” 
 
Parking Penalties 
 
The Community Association will make reasonable efforts to inform its members and residents of 
its Parking and Vehicle Policy, to remind residents of the applicable rules when they are found to 
be in violation, and to give them the opportunity to remedy the violation on their own; 
however, if the reminder is ineffective, or if other circumstances dictate, residents may be fined 
or the vehicle may be towed.  
 
Only the Board of Directors has the authority to impose penalties or authorize enforcement 
actions. Both the owner/resident and the Board will be promptly notified of the violation. If the 
owner/resident wishes to contest the citation, they must notify the Board in writing within 
fourteen (14) days of the notice or be deemed to have waived appeal. If notice of appeal is 
timely received, the Board will notify the owner/resident of a hearing date at which the Board 
will consider the matter and render a decision.  
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The procedures in this section will normally be followed; however, they are guidelines only and 
are not intended to provide anyone with the expectation or the right to demand that each step 
must be followed in sequence. 
 

Fines 
 
The Board will consider the imposition of fines after a homeowner has been served two 
warning notices in a 12 month period. Homeowners may be fined up to $50 per offence 
or $10 per day for a continuing offence for a total of no more than 90 days ($900). Fines 
will be charged to the homeowner along with their monthly dues, and are payable at 
the same time as the monthly dues. 
 
Towing 
 
Towing is considered to be a measure of last resort, but will be considered in if the 
resident has been fined for committing the same offence 3 times in a 12 month period; 
if he resident has failed to remove an offending vehicle 90 days after the imposition of a 
fine; or if the vehicle poses a threat to health or safety or is parked in/on/blocking a 
common area or alleyway. In these circumstances, the vehicle will be may be towed 
immediately upon decision of the Board. When a vehicle is towed, it will be reported to 
the Fairfax County Police by the towing company. Therefore, the owner should call 703‐
691‐2131 upon discovering that his/her vehicle has been towed. 
 
If the offending vehicle is parked on private property and the Board determines towing 
is necessary, the matter will be turned over to the LMCA attorney to obtain court 
authority to enter upon the property and remove the vehicle. The vehicle will be towed 
upon court authorization. Any expenses accruing to LMCA, legal and otherwise, will be 
repaid by the lot owner. 
 
Expense for recovering any towed vehicle is between the vehicle owner and the towing 
company.   
Expense for recovering any towed vehicle is between the vehicle owner and the towing 
company. 

 
Denial of Access 

In the event a Landmark Mews resident repeatedly violates the Association policy on 
parking and vehicle restrictions, the Landmark Mews Board of Directors has the right to 
deny that resident the right to use any portion of the common area, including the 
interior streets, for the purpose of operating a privately owned vehicle for a period not 
to exceed sixty (60) days (Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions, Article 
IV, Section 2(a) and Article VII, Section 1). The initiation of legal process by the Board of 
Directors is an enforcement option.  

 
Responsibility for Damages 
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Neither LMCA nor any individuals appointed to act on its behalf assumes any responsibility for 
damage done to vehicles parked anywhere within the Landmark Mews Community or to 
vehicles which have been towed from the community in accordance with this policy. 
 
In the event any common area is damaged or destroyed by an owner or any of his guests, 
tenants, licensees, maintenance/deliver persons, agents/workmen, or members of his/her 
family, LMCA will repair the damaged area and the cost of the repairs will become a Restoration 
Assessment upon the lot of the said owner (Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions, Article IV, Section 4). 
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Landmark Mews Community Association - Notice of Violation 
 

This notice informs the recipient that he/she is in violation of the Landmark Mews Parking and Vehicle Policy, promulgated pursuant to 
the Board of Directors’ authority under Article III, Section 3 of the Declaration of Covenants and Article VI, Section 8 of By-laws. 
 
RESIDENT:____________________________________________ ADDRESS:__________________________________________ 
 
VEHICLE MAKE/MODEL/COLOR: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LICENSE PLATE NUMBER/STATE: _________________________________ LMCA DECAL #: _____________________________ 
 
DATE OF VIOLATION: _____________________________________________  TIME: ____________________ AM__ PM __ 
 
LOCATION OF VIOLATION: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ISSUED BY: (Print) _______________________________________________ (Sign) _____________________________________ 
 
VIOLATION ___ Failure to Display LMCA Decal  ___ Visitor Parking  ___ On-street or Fire Lane 
 
___ Prohibited Vehicle (describe) _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___ Parked in Restricted Area (describe) _________________________________________________________________________  
 
___ Other (describe) _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  _____ Towing    ____ Fine   ____ Warning 
 
The Board is also authorized by the Virginia Property Owner’s Association Act to impose fines of $50 per offence or $10 per day for a 
continuing offence for a total of no more than 90 days ($900). Fines will be imposed after two formal warnings have been served. If the 
owner/resident receiving this notice intends to contest the citation they must do so by completing the lower section and returning it to 
the Landmark Mews Community Association at PO Box 23713. Alexandria, Va. 22312, within 14 days of this notice. If a hearing is 
requested, the resident will be given at least 14 days notice of the hearing, said hearing generally to be held at the next regularly 
occurring Board after the conclusion of the notice period. If no such request is timely received, the resident is deemed to have waived 
their right to a hearing, the Board will render a final decision, and the fine shall be charged along with the homeowner’s next monthly 
dues. Failure to remit the assessment will be treated as non-payment of dues, subject to interest for late payment and any other 
applicable penalty.  
 
Towing is a measure of last resort, but may be imposed if the resident has been fined for committing the same offence three times in a 
12 month period; if the resident has failed to remove an offending vehicle 90 days after the imposition of a fine; or if the vehicle poses a 
threat to health or safety or is parked in/on/blocking a common area or alleyway, in which case the vehicle may be towed immediately 
upon approval of the Board. When a vehicle is towed, it will be reported to the Fairfax County Police by the towing company. Therefore, 
the owner should call 703-691-2131 upon discovering that his/her vehicle has been towed. Towing is at the owner’s expense. Release 
fees are between the owner and the towing company. LMCA takes no responsibility for damages incurred to the vehicle as a result of 
towing. 
 
NOTICE TO CONTEST ACTION 
 
I intend to contest this citation and hereby request a hearing by the Board.  
 
Reason: (use separate sheet if necessary): ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I understand the Board will contact me to confirm the date at which the matter will be heard. 
 
NAME: (Print) __________________________________________ (Sign) _____________________________________ 
	

	
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 
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RECEIVED BY:____________________________________________________________ DATE: _________________________ 
 

HEARING DATE: ______________________________ DATE NOTICE RETURNED TO RECIPIENT:_____________________ 


