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NEXT MEETING: Tuesday July 19th @ 7:00 PM at 6325 Manchester Way 

 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 
 

With the June Board meeting, we are already halfway through the year; hardly 
seems possible. The Board covered a number of issues this month, a few of which are 
highlighted elsewhere in the Mews News, but I will note them in passing here as well. 

 
Covenants Chair Loren Sciurba reported that spring inspection letters had gone 

out. His team of Dick Fiske and Michael Davids found the community in pretty good shape, 
with spot problems here and there, though with a number of fences needing attention. If 
you were notified of a deficiency, please make an effort to get on top of this now and not 
let it drift into the fall when the Committee will be doing follow-up inspections.   

 
Speaking of Covenants, and as noted elsewhere in this newsletter, Loren brought 

forth  for Board discussion a possible revision to the Parking Policy to preclude all vehicles 
from parking other than in driveways. We are a community over 30 years old but 
apparently we do not have such a policy. The Board will continue its discussion next month 
and vote on a resolution to bar said vehicle parking. See article following with draft 
language and let us know what you think.  

 
Treasurer Dan Aminoff reported on May’s financial results. We continue being well-

funded, fully reserved, and currently operating at almost $11,000 under budget. Over the 
past month, we have spent almost $18,000 on a miscellany of landscape projects – all 
within budget. And, although we remain on a sound trajectory, Dan will be undertaking a 
mid-year budget review in time for the July meeting, on the 19th, allowing the Board to dig 
deeper into the numbers and get a clearer sense of where we will end up at year’s end. 
 

The Board agreed to Dan’s recommendation (reflecting our financial manager’s 
advice) to purchase two new CDs, for June and July, of $50,000 each. We are holding too 
much cash in our accounts, cash we do not need currently for operations, so SCS advised 
us to move out $100,000 into higher interest-bearing accounts.  

 
As to landscape projects, most pending work has been completed, with planting of 

a row of evergreens behind homes on Manchester Way adjacent to the Stevenson Avenue 
cul-de-sac, replacing dead plantings along Stevenson Avenue, replanting parts of 
Manchester Park, extensive tree-trimming of trees on common property, and sprucing up 
alleyways, The Board has discussed preliminarily replanting the two entranceways and 
the “point” at the intersection of Stultz and Stevenson Avenue. These areas have not been 
significantly altered in many years and some believe they appear “tired” and “dated.” 
We’ve received concept designs from Brightview but are not sure we are in a position 
financially to take this on this year. Our mid-year budget review will better inform us.  

 
The Board has also begun reviewing our governing documents that are not only 

outdated but, as we discovered last year, not entirely consistent with current law. Board 
member Lynda O’Sullivan, Covenants Chair Loren Sciurba, and I (all attorneys) are 
undertaking an initial review and will be reporting to the Board on our progress at the July 
meeting. This is a protracted and deliberate process, governed by the Virginia Property 
Owners’ Association Act, which requires community ratification, preceded by a community 
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meeting. Our Articles of Incorporation, Declaration of Covenants, and By-Laws require 
different margins of owner approval, from a mere majority (By-Laws) to a two-thirds vote 
(Articles and Declaration). It is a heavy lift and necessarily so. We do not anticipate having 
this ready for community review until late this year or in next year’s first quarter. 

 
Two other matters: First, the Board approved four residents to serve on this year’s 

Elections Committee: Emil Zuberbueler (Chair), Russ Elder, Kerry McIntyre, and Sue 
Penny. The By-Laws require appointment of at least three members, to finalize the ballot, 
prepare mailing of ballots, and to count the ballots at the Annual Meeting. Emil and Russ 
served on last year’s Committee so are well-acquainted with the process. The Board 
appreciates the willingness of all four to serve our community in this important way. This 
year’s Annual Meeting will be on Thursday, October 19th, meaning that candidates for this 
year’s three seats up for election will be required to file their petitions of candidacy no later 
than 21 days prior to the “ballot poll” on the October 19th, meaning by COB September 28.  
More on the election as the time draws closer. 

 
Second, the Board is sponsoring again for the first time in several years our 

community’s participation in National Night Out (NNO). National Night Out, this year 
Tuesday, August 1, is “an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-
community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods 
safer, more caring places to live.” See National Association of Town Watch, Inc. 
(www.natw.org). Put another way, it’s a grand excuse to get the community together for 
food, drink, conversation, with local police and fire fighters as invited guests. It will be held 
at Manchester Park beginning at 6 PM. The Board much appreciates my Brampton Court 
neighbor, Brian Koechel, taking on the task of organizing this event. The Board – and 
Brian – are looking for volunteers to help with set-up and clean up, so please let me know 
if you are willing to step up to help. You will receive in due course an invitation with RSVPs 
requested. We need to have some idea of who all we can expect. 

 
Finally, note in the announcement following that we are initiating a new feature to 

recognize Mews residents who have been recognized for making a significant contribution 
to our wider community. Called Spotlight on Our Neighbors, this recommendation comes 
from one of your fellow neighbors. This month’s initial “recipients” are Dick and Helen 
Fiske and my neighbor, Dan Aminoff, our current Treasurer.  We will recognize residents 
from time to time, as we receive your recommendations. 
 
That is all for this month.  
Bruce 
president@landmarkmews.com 
 
 
TRASH 
 
Due to the 4th of July holiday falling on a Tuesday, trash will NOT be collected that day. 
Regular service will resume as usual on the following Friday July 7th.  
 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON OUR NEIGHBORS 
 
We are pleased to roll out this new section of the Mews News. One of our fellow 
homeowners suggested that the board recognize residents who contribute to the 
broader community. The Board voiced overwhelming support of this idea and welcomes 
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new nominations. Any resident may be nominated for any reason so long as (1) the 
spotlighted activity is non-discrimintory, non-political, and non-divisive and (2) the 
resident recommending the honoree drafts a narrative, gets the honoree’s approval of 
the narrative, and submits it for approval to secretary@landmarkmews.com. The Board 
reserves the right to not publish and/or to edit the narrative.   
 
To kick off this new section of our newsletter we decided to spotlight three of your 
neighbors – Dick & Helen Fiske and Dan Aminoff. 
 
DICK & HELEN FISKE 
 
Dick and Helen are long-time Landmark Mews residents who were recently recognized 
for their volunteer services with the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria (AWLA). Helen 
works with dogs (she loves pit bulls) and transports all sorts of animals for spay and 
neuter visits to vets in the area. She was recognized for reaching 500 hours of volunteer 
service. Dick is a general handyman around the shelter and also works with dogs. Dick 
recently installed new signs at the AWLA facility located at 4101 Eisenhower 
Parkway that improved the site and will assist visitors at the facility. Since 1946, AWLA 
has provided critical services to needy animals and actively engages in community 
education and outreach programs. AWLA relies on the services of dedicated volunteers 
like Dick and Helen for numerous tasks that include dog walking, fostering and 
socializing animals, wildlife transportation, fund-raising, facility maintenance, and day-to-
day operations.  
 
If interested in becoming a volunteer, please visit the AWLA website at 
alexandriaanimals.org. 
 
DAN AMINOFF 
 
Dan has been a Mews resident for 14 years. He currently serves as your board 
Treasurer and has held numerous board seats in the past - serving as board president 
from 2011-2012. Recently, Dan was named Mason District’s 2017 Lord Fairfax by 
Supervisor Penny Gross. The program honoring volunteers reflects the beginnings of 
Fairfax County, which is named for The Right Honorable Thomas, Sixth Lord Fairfax, 
who received a land grant from King Charles II. 
 
“Mason District’s 2017 Lord Fairfax is Daniel Aminoff, a mortgage finance expert, but 
whose civic and community service extends far beyond his career field. Dan was 
appointed to the Mason District Land Use Committee in 2004, and has chaired the group 
since 2013, deftly managing community land use applications fairly and respectfully. As 
a father of young students, Dan also represents Mason District on the schools’ Facilities 
Planning Advisory Committee, helping to solve long-term capacity issues, and serves as 
a lay representative to the Virginia State Bar’s Committee on Lawyer Discipline. Closer 
to home. Dan has served on his homeowners’ association board and the Holmes Middle 
School PTA. Congratulations, Dan!” 
 
To view the entire article, please visit  
https://fcnp.com/2017/06/01/penny-thoughts-news-greater-falls-church-52/ 
 
Many thanks to Dick, Helen, and Dan for being a positive influence in our community! 
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NEW LMCA POLICIES  
 
The Board recently adopted two new policies that affect Board procedures. Please read 
through the attached documents to ensure your understanding of these policies: 
 

1) Process of considering and adopting Resolutions 
2) Conflicts of Interest and Disclosure of Certain Interests 

 
 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO LMCA PARKING POLICY 
 
The Board is considering an amendment to the parking policy based on observations of 
the covenants committee during the most recent spring inspections. The policy would be 
revised to read: 

"Only cars, motorcycles, and trucks no larger than a conventional pick-up or 
SUV, may be parked in driveways. Under no circumstances may a vehicle be 
parked on a homeowner's walkway, porch, lawn, or sidewalk." 

The Board debated the pros and cons of this amendment however, deferred 
voting until residents have had a chance to weigh in. Any resident who wishes to 
voice their opinion may attend the next Board meeting July 19th at 7:00 pm. As 
always residents can email the Board with any concerns. 

 
SUMMER MISCHIEF 
 
As recently reported, two vehicles were stolen on Landmark Mews Drive – outside our 
perimeter wall. Both vehicles were reportedly locked. Additionally a commercial 
limousine van had several windows smashed. And just this week a homeowner had all 
four tires stolen from their car…in their driveway. As many of you may recall, we had a 
rash of stolen vehicles, break-ins, and stolen tires a couple years back. Its not 
uncommon to see an uptick in these types of events around this time of year with the 
end of school and longer days.  
 
What can you do? Start by not making yourself a target. Keep valuables out of plain 
sight, lock your doors, and set your alarm if you have one. If you have a "vehicle of 
interest" to thieves, consider keeping it in your garage. Turn exterior lights on at night. 
Many of our streets are dark at night for the simple fact that none the porch lights are on. 
As always, stay vigilant. If something seems unusual, alert the police and/or your 
neighbors. 
 
For more information please see this PSA from Fairfax County  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/stations/westspringfield/pdf/wsp_out_of_sight.pdf 
 
 
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
 
It’s back! Builing on the idea of increased vigilance mentioned above, Landmark Mews 
will be participating in National Night Out for the first time in at least five years. If you’re 
not familiar with NNO, it is an annual neighborhood crime and drug prevention event 
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which is celelbrated in thousdands of communities in all 50 states. Between 6 p.m. and 9 
p.m. residents lock their doors, turn on outside lights and spend the evening outside 
together. While many of the details have not been worked out, we do anticipate this 
being a catered event and expect to have participation from local police and/or fire 
departments. Brian Koechel on Brampton Court has volunteered to help organize the 
event. However, we still need volunteers to help Brian, in setting up and cleaning up. 
Board members will avail themselves as necessary. Stay tuned for additional details and 
a formal RSVP request as the date draws closer. We will need to have a fairly accurate 
count of who expects to be coming.  
 
If you are willing and able to volunteer for the evening, please let Bruce Wood 
president@landmarkmews.com or Jason Short jason.short@landmarkmews.com know.  
 
For more information please visit: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/nno/ 
https://natw.org/ 
 
 
LITTLE FREE LIBRARY 

A homeowner requested the Board discuss the establishment of a Little Free Library 
(LFL) in our community. If you’re not familiar with the LFL concept, it’s a small 
weatherproof structure (bigger than a mailbox but smaller than a phone booth) where 
residents can leave-a-book and take-a-book, and establish a lending library. Importantly, 
some amount of space should be reserved for kids (there are an increasing number in 
Landmark Mews), where they can make an event of walking over to the library to do a 
book exchange. While the Board generally favors this idea they want to ensure that it is 
something that will be used by residents before investing in it. Please let the Board know 
via email if you feel this will be a good addition to the community. Any resident who 
wishes to voice their opinion may attend the next Board meeting July 19th at 7:00 pm. 

For more information please visit https://littlefreelibrary.org/ 
 
 
WILDLIFE 
 
In response to recent rash of raccoon sightings, our property manager contacted Critter 
Control and had a trap set in the alley between Masefield Court and Chaucer Lane. 
Within hours, a raccoon was caught. A subsequent resetting of the trap resulted in 
capture of a second raccoon and a possum. All were relocated far from here. Though we 
strive to maintain a peaceful balance with nature, these animals had become 
increasingly bold in recent weeks –scratching on the doors of numerous homes on 
Masefield and Chaucer View. The danger posed to people and property was too great to 
ignore.  
 
We can all help avoid future conflicts with wildlife by securing trash, closing off potential 
entry ways into our homes such as vents, and most importantly – DO NOT FEED THEM. 
As a reminder, per Landmark Mews Architectural Standards, residents are prohibited 
from feeding wildlife including birds. The only exceptions are liquid hummingbird feeders.  
 
 
TREES 
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As you may have noticed, a number of common area trees around the Mews were 
recently pruned. Our property manager will be scheduling another round of pruning in 
the fall for trees on resident’s property (at owners expense). Roger will tour the 
neighborhood with our representative from Yorkshire Tree Service to identify trees of 
concern. Roger will then follow up with individual homeowners to inquire whether the 
homeowner wishes to have this service performed. You are not obligated to take part in 
this regular event however, residents are encourage to have any trees trimmed which 
may be unsightly or pose risk to property.  
 
 
DOG WALKING 
 
A number of residents have reported seeing dog owners allowing their pets to pee/poop 
on their neighbor’s private property…in some cases right next to signage discouraging 
this practice. Please be respectful of your fellow homeowners who spend a lot of time 
and money mainting their yards. Pets should ONLY be allowed to use COMMON 
AREAS for relieving themselves, and as per Fairfax County law, owners must collect 
and properly dispose of the waste.   
 
 
LINCOLNIA PLANNING MEETING 
 
From Supervisor Penny Gross: 
 
A community task force is exploring ways to transform the areas surrounding the 
intersection of Route 236/Little River Turnpike and North Beauregard Street into a 
vibrant pedestrian friendly area with a mix of uses and multiple transportation options. 
One approach is to designate the area as a Community Business Center (CBC), a 
designation of the Comprehensive Plan, to facilitate redevelopment and revitalization. 
The next phase of the study will begin in fall 2017, and focus on updating the 
Comprehensive Plan guidance for the remainder of the Lincolnia area. 
  
Task force meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of every month, and offer 
an opportunity for community participation. Please visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/lincolnia for more information about the study and upcoming 
meetings. For answers to your questions, contact senior planner Faheem Darab, 
Department of Planning and Zoning, at Faheem.Darab@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 703-
324-1380; TTY 711. 
 
COMMUNITY MEETING 
Lincolnia Planning District Study – Second Phase 
  
Saturday, June 24, 2017, 8:30 – 11 a.m. 
Green Spring Gardens 
4603 Green Spring Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22312 
 

 
FREE KITTENS  
 
One of your fellow homeowners is giving away two kittens to a good home. Both of them 
have been to the vet and are healthy, have received de-worming  and flea medicine as 
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well as checked for Feline Leukemia. One is black with white paws and the other is 
ginger and both are extremely friendly. They are approximately 5 weeks old and can 
leave their mother anytime now.  
 
If interested please contact Teresa and Joel Kaplan at 703-461-3166 or 
tjkaplan2011@yahoo.com 
  

 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (MARIA SANTOS) 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 

 
6331 Chaucer View Circle 
List Price: $619,900 
List Date: 5/5/17 
DOM-MLS: 44 
Status: Active 
 
6319 Chaucer View Circle 
New List Price: $665,000 
Original List Price: $683,500  
Status Change Date: 4/28/17 
Original List Date: 9/15/16 
DOM-MLS: 51 
DOM-Prop: 216 
Status: Active/Relisted 
 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
 
N/A 
 
SOLD 
 
6366 Brampton Court  
List Price: $625,000 
List Date: 5/18/17 
Contract Date: 5/18/17 
Close Date: 5/23/17 
DOM-MLS: 0 
DOM-PROP: 6 
Seller Subsidy: $6,500 
Status: SOLD 
 
6355 Brampton Court  
List Price: $589,900 
List Date: 4/7/17 
Contract Date: 4/12/17 
Close Date: 5/26/17 
DOM-MLS: 5 
Seller Subsidy: $7,245 
Status: SOLD 
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FOR RENT 
 
N/A 

 
 
 

KEEP SCROLLING FOR ATTACHMENTS 

 



 
 

LANDMARK MEWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 RESOLUTION 17- ___ 

 
Policy on the process of considering and adopting Resolutions 

 
 
WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 7 of the Bylaws states that “The Board of Directors shall have all 
of the powers and authority for the conduct of the affairs of the Association which are enabled by 
law, the Declaration and the Articles of Incorporation and which are not officially reserved to 
Members, the Declarant, or the covenants Committee by said Documents”; and 
 

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 8 (c) of the Bylaws states that it is the duty of the Board to “adopt 
and follow procedures for the adoption and publication of board resolutions to be included in the 
Book of Resolutions, including provision for hearing and notice to Members for resolutions on 
rules, the annual budget and other matters affecting the rights of Members; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board deems it necessary to establish appropriate procedures for adopting and 
recording Resolutions of the Board;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the following procedures for the publication and 
adoption of Resolutions be adopted: 
 
 
 

I.  PROCEDURE FOR ADOPTION 
 

A Board member introducing any resolution(s) shall provide the proposed resolution(s) to 
each Board member at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the Board meeting at which it is 
to be considered and shall present the proposed resolution(s) at the Board meeting. The 
proposed resolution(s) shall be set forth in or attached to the minutes of the Board meeting. 
Unless otherwise noted in the minutes, all Board members shall be deemed to be aware of 
the contents of the resolution by virtue of such prior distribution. 
 
If the proposed resolution is a resolution affecting Owners’ property rights or Owners’ 
obligations, it shall be provided to each Board member and be printed in the Association 
newsletter or otherwise distributed to all Owners no less than 15 days prior to the Board 
meeting at which it will be considered for adoption.  Copies of the resolution shall be made 
available at the meeting. 

 
The secretary or delegated Board member will review proposed resolutions for consistency 
with previously adopted resolutions and make a report to the Board. Legal counsel may be 
consulted as to compliance with applicable law and consistency with the Association’s 
governing legal documents, if so directed by the Board.  Resolutions may be amended and/or 
adopted by a majority vote of the Directors at a meeting at which a quorum is present. Each 
amended or adopted resolution shall be placed in the Book of Resolutions. 



 
 

 
 

II. DURATION 
 

Resolutions shall remain in effect until repeal or any subsequent amendment by the Board, 
unless a lesser period is stated in the resolution. The secretary shall place on the agenda of 
the Board consideration of any resolution due to expire forty-five (45) days prior to its stated 
expiration, if such is the case. If the resolution is not reviewed prior to expiration, the 
resolution shall remain in effect until reviewed. 

 
 

 



LANDMARK MEWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
RESOLUTION 17- ___ 

 
Policy on Conflicts of Interest and Disclosure of Certain Interests 
 

 WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 7 of the Bylaws states that “The Board of Directors shall 
have all of the powers and authority for the conduct of the affairs of the Association which are 
enabled by law, the Declaration and the Articles of Incorporation and which are not officially 
reserved to Members, the Declarant, or the covenants Committee by said Documents”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board deems it necessary to ensure that all actions undertaken by the Board and 
by “covered persons” on behalf of the Association are free from actual or apparent conflicts of 
interest;  
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the following policy on Conflicts of Interest 
and Disclosure of Certain Interests be adopted: 
 

I. Definitions 
 

A. An actual or apparent Conflict of Interest (hereinafter “COI”) occurs when a 
situation exists that has the potential to undermine the impartiality of a Covered 
Person due to an actual or perceived conflict between that person's self-interest 
and the interest of the organization he or she is serving. 

 
B. A Covered Person is any person serving as an officer or member of the Board of 

Directors of the Landmark Mews Community Association, as a committee 
member, or in any other official capacity, including Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Property Manager.  

 
C. An Imputed Interest includes a financial interest of any kind, which, in view of all 

the circumstances, is substantial enough that it would, or reasonably could, affect 
a Covered Person’s judgment with respect to a particular matter.  Imputed 
Interests include financial interests of a Covered Person’s family members, 
members of the household, and close personal relatives or friends, and also 
include the interests of any entity with which the Covered Person has a less than 
arms’ length relationship of any kind, including entities with which the Covered 
Person is negotiating employment. 

 
D. A Particular Matter is any agreement or relationship involving the sale or 

purchase of goods or services, the establishment of rights of any kind, or the 
establishment of any other type of pecuniary relationship. 

 
II. Representative Examples Where a COI is Present 

 
A. Outside Interests. 

(i) A contract or transaction between the Board and a Covered Person. 



(ii) A contract or transaction between the Board and a person or entity 
whose interests are imputed to the Covered Person.   

B.  Gifts, Gratuities and Entertainment. A Covered Person accepts gifts, entertainment 
or other favors under circumstances indicating that such action may have been intended 
to influence the Covered Person in the performance of his or her duties. 

 
III. Procedures 

 
A. Prior to any action on a Particular Matter, a Covered Person with a COI shall 

disclose all facts material to the COI to the President of the Board or the Chair of 
the committee. Such disclosure shall be reported at and reflected in the minutes of 
the meeting. 
 

B. The Board or committee may determine that a Covered Person who has a COI 
may not participate in the Board’s or committee’s discussion of the matter except 
to disclose material facts and to respond to questions. The Covered Person shall 
not attempt to exert his or her personal influence with respect to the matter, either 
at or outside the meeting.  

 
C. A Covered Person who has a COI with respect to a Particular Matter that will be 

voted on at a meeting may not vote on the Contract or Transaction.  Such person’s 
ineligibility to vote shall be reflected in the minutes of the meeting.  

 
IV.  Confidentiality 

A Covered Person shall not disclose or use information relating to the business of the 
Association for the personal profit or advantage of the Covered Person or any 
Imputed Interest, and shall exercise due care not to disclose confidential Association 
information where such disclosure might be adverse to the interests of the 
Association.  

 
V.  Review of policy 

A. Each Covered Person shall be required to review a copy of this policy and to 
acknowledge in writing that he or she has done so.  See Attachment A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENT A  
 
 
 

I, ______________________________ (please print), have reviewed the Landmark Mews 

Community Association Conflict of Interest Policy and will abide by its terms. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Signature 

 

Date:  __________________________ 
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