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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Bruce Wood) 

 
Happy Spring everyone! Even with a relatively milder winter, it’s a relief to be out of freezing nights 
and the ever-present threat of snow. As we head into spring, we are ramping up our schedule of 
community improvements and the Covenants Committee’s spring inspections are but a couple of 
weeks away.  
 
The Board met on the 19th at the home of Board member Josh Haines. A few highlights: 
 
Treasurer Dan Aminoff reviewed our end-of-March financials. We are trending positively, over in 
a few areas but not by much, lower than budgeted in other areas, especially in snow removal 
expenses, and overall under budget by $6,564.78. Since the March meeting, we have rolled over 
a CD of $152,498 with Washington First at a Dan-negotiated preferential rate of 1.25%, beating 
out a competitor wanting our business. Over the next few months, we have other CDs maturing 
and will be purchasing likely two new CDs but not for extensive terms, in order to take advantage 
of rising interest rates. We will be “laddering” CD purchases through August. 

Sidewalk/driveway powerwashing proceeds apace; the contrast in pre- and after-powerwashing 
is quite dramatic in places. Hope you agree this spruces up our community. 

Other planned projects await pricing, most of which should be completed in time for the May 
Board meeting. On the to-do list still: re-landscaping behind Manchester Way homes adjacent to 
the cul-de-sac; re-landscaping areas adjacent to Manchester Park; re-landscaping entranceways 
and the intersection of Stultz and Stevenson Avenues; and replacing any dead or dying plantings 
along Stevenson Avenue. We also will price alley maintenance, usually done every spring to 
ensure proper drainage. For sure, there will be other “stuff” coming up, and we will prudently 
evaluate what needs versus what must be done now.  

Member/Secretary Jason Short reported that our webmaster, Greg Bellan, continues redesigning 
our website, though this is proceeding slowly, as he has an actual day job.  

We deferred further discussion on our drafts of rules on resolutions and conflicts of interest until 
they are reviewed by counsel. Again, hopefully, by the May meeting. 

Other Notes: 
 

My thanks to Juan Carrera, my neighbor on Brampton, for pointing out a problem we had with the 
AAA recycling truck that was dropping glass shards throughout the community. Roger 
immediately contacted AAA which tracked down the truck to discover it had a hole in its hopper. 
Shards could have caused flat tires, cut pooch paws, and posed as a risk to children now out and 
about in warmer weather. 

 
Covenants Committee Chair Loren Sciurba reports that spring inspections will begin the first 
weekend of May and continue through the month. If you’ve been cited before and not corrected 
the problem, now would be a good time to do so. It’s also timely to remember that just about any 
alteration to the exterior of your home will require Covenants Committee approval. Repainting, 
re-landscaping, a new deck, are among the more popular changes. Please consult the 
Architectural Guidelines on the website and here:  



https://www.landmarkmews.com/residents-only/architectural-standards/. A property modification 
form is also provided. 
 
Finally, thank you to Avery and Dan Aminoff for organizing the neighborhood spring cleanup 
and to all those that participated. It was a great success. We collected over 10 bags of trash and 
debris. 
 
That is all for this month. Comments? Brucewood1012@gmail.com 
 
 
CHILDREN AT PLAY 
 
Spring is here and with the increasingly nice weather, families and children are sure to be out 
and about. Please slow down and keep an eye out for little ones who may not be keeping an 
eye out for you.  
 
 
FIRE SAFETY 
 
A neighbor recently experienced a small fire in his home. The culprit – a dirty dryer vent. It is 
extremely important to clean your lint traps and vent lines regularly. Please note, some vent 
lines can be as long as 30 ft and may require professional cleaning. A board member recently 
found out during a renovation project that the vent line wasn’t even connected to an exterior 
vent. The line had been blowing into the space between floors for years, posing a great danger 
to the homeowners. 
 
 
SCS ACCOUNT STATUS 
 
Did you know – our management company, SCS, may or may not notify residents if they have 
an outstanding balance.That’s because the cost to process the notice may exceed the amount 
due. Resdients are encouraged to contact SCS and ensure their account is up to date. 
Homeowner’s are responsible for paying their monthly dues on time each month. Niether SCS 
nor the board are likely to waive fees for missed payments. You can contact SCS at 703-631-
2003. 

	
	
KNOCK KNOCK - A message from Fairfax County Police 
	
Spring is here and with the warm weather comes an increase in the number of salespeople that 
may be knocking at your door to sell products and services. Before you open your door to a 
salesperson, review these 5 important tips: 
 
1. Know the Regulations  

 Door-to-door salespeople must be licensed by Fairfax County. 
 Door-to-door sales are restricted to between 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
 A salesperson may not solicit at a residence which posts a “No Peddlers or Solicitors” 

sign. 
 Solicitors must provide, upon request, a written receipt that includes a brief description of 

the goods or services sold, the total purchase price, amount of cash payment, if any, and 
the balance due and terms of payment. 

  
2. Ask to See License 
When a salesperson knocks on your door: 



 Ask to see their license to solicit in Fairfax County. 
 If they do not have a valid license, ask them to leave. 
 Close and lock your door. 
 If they do not have a license, immediately call Fairfax County Police (non-emergency) at 

703-691-2131 (TTY 711) to report the violation. 
 

This is what a Fairfax County solicitor’s license looks like (front and back): 

 
  
3. You Have the Right to Cancel 
Here are a few basics to know if you want to cancel your order with a door-to-door salesperson.  

 Virginia law gives consumers the right to cancel a home solicitation contract for $25 or 
more at any time prior to midnight of the third business day after the date of the 
transaction. 

 Consumers have up to 30 days to cancel if the seller has misrepresented the nature or 
purpose of the transaction. 

 Cancellation occurs when you (the buyer) give written notice of cancellation to the seller. 
 Under federal law, the seller must give you two copies of a cancellation form: one to keep 

and one to send. 
 After you cancel within the permitted timeframe, the seller has 10 days to refund your 

money. 
 

Buyer beware, as always. Unscrupulous salespeople often create a sense of urgency and 
danger to compel a resident to hire them to perform work. This type of sales pitch is prohibited 
by law. One well-known scam is by sellers called “woodchucks” that are selling tree work and 
prey on the elderly.  
  
4. Exemptions  
There are some people and organizations that can knock on your door without a Fairfax County 
license: 

 Fresh farm food products, including produce and dairy products. 
 Newspapers or newspaper subscriptions. 
 Real estate or insurance, when the salesperson is licensed by Virginia. 
 Girl Scouts that solicit in Fairfax County are members of the Girl Scout Council of the 

Nation’s Capital, which is exempt from licensure by Fairfax County because the 
organization has registered with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services.  

 Each Fairfax County School is authorized to conduct two school-wide fundraisers each 
year, which may include soliciting. One popular school fundraiser in Fairfax County is 
known as “Tag Day.”  

 There are no specific exemptions for neighborhood children who might sell lemonade, 
shovel snow or mow lawns; however, Fairfax County does not issue solicitor licenses to 
individuals under the age of 16 because state labor laws prohibit children younger than 16 
from working as solicitors in Virginia.  



 Political parties and political campaigns that file federal and/or state financial statements 
are exempt. 
 

  
5. We’re Here to Help! 
Our Consumer Affairs staff are available to answer your questions about door-to-door 
salespeople: 

 Call: 703-324-5966 or 703-324-5943 (TTY 711) 
  Email: DCCS-RALB@fairfaxcounty.gov 

 
 
MOSQUITOES - A message from Fairfax County Department of Health 
 
April showers bring May flowers and they also bring mosquitoes. As you prepare for the 
warm weather ahead, the Fairfax County Health Department reminds you that 
mosquitoes and the diseases they carry are always a concern this time of year. Zika 
virus was detected for the first time in North America in 2016 and the virus can cause 
serious birth defects and other problems with pregnancies. While the virus has not been 
found in mosquitoes in Northern Virginia, it poses a risk for those who travel to areas 
where Zika is active and return home infected with the virus. 
 
To minimize that risk, it is important that residents remain vigilant about controlling 
mosquitoes around their homes and protecting themselves from their bites by doing the 
following: 
 
Control mosquitoes where you live: 
 
*  Eliminate standing water. The most effective way to control the mosquitoes which can 
spread Zika virus is to tip and toss standing water each week from artificial containers 
like tires, buckets, flower pots, corrugated drain pipes, tarps, etc. Discard containers or 
turn them over. Mosquitoes can breed in as little as a teaspoon of water. 
 
*  Treat standing water with a larvicide if it cannot be eliminated. If you cannot get rid of 
the water, treat it with a mosquito-specific, environmentally-friendly product such as 
Mosquito Dunks®, which are available at hardware stores and garden centers. Follow 
label instructions when applying. 
 
*  If mosquitoes are biting, consider treating your yard with an insecticide. When used 
according to label instructions, an insecticide can help control biting mosquitoes. Pay 
attention to areas where they hide, such as dense vegetation and ground cover. 
 
*  Organize a neighborhood clean-up. Get rid of litter and debris, discard old tires and 
manage vegetation that mosquitoes may be using as hiding places. 
 
 
Protect yourself and your family from mosquito bites: 
 
*  Wear an EPA-registered insect repellent containing DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon 
eucalyptus or IR 3535. Insect repellent is safe and effective for children and pregnant 
women, too. Always apply according to label instructions. If using sunscreen, apply 



sunscreen first and then repellent. 
 
*  Dress to protect. Cover exposed skin by wearing loose-fitting, light-colored long-
sleeved shirts and pants. For extra protection, treat clothing with permethrin or purchase 
permethrin-treated clothing and gear. Never apply permethrin on skin and always follow 
label instructions. 
 
*  Keep mosquitoes out of your home. Keep doors and windows closed. Make sure 
screens are in good repair. Use air-conditioning when available. 
 
 
 
LANDMARK MEWS REAL ESTATE UPDATES (MARIA SANTOS) 
 
 
ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
6319 Chaucer View Circle 
New List Price: $675,000 
Original List Price: $683,500  
Status Change Date: 2/27/17 
Original List Date: 9/15/16 
DOM-MLS: 40 
DOM-Prop: 158 
Status: Active/Relisted 

 
UNDER CONTRACT/CNKO 
6355 Brampton Court  
List Price: $589,900 
List Date: 4/7/17 
Contract Date: 4/12/17 
Close Date: 5/26/17 
DOM-MLS: 5 
Status: CNKO/Contingent on Appraisal 
 
SOLD 
5193 Cottingham Place 
New List Price: $579,000 
Statue Change Date: 1/14/17 
Original List Price: $585,000 
Original List Date: 11/19/16 
DOMP: 89 
Status: Sold 
Close Date: 3/21/17 
Close Price: $567,000 
Seller Subsidy: $12,000 
 
FOR RENT 
N/A	


