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President’s Message 

The transition of financial operations to 

Select Community Services (SCS) is 

proceeding smoothly.  As of 1 July 2013, 

there are thirteen delinquent homeowner 

accounts totalling $2475, which SCS is in 

the process of collecting. These will result 

in late fees added to the homeowners’ 

accounts.  It is strongly recommended that 

to preclude any late fees, homeowners sign 

up for the Direct Debit method of payment 

with SCS, who will provide all the 

necessary information for this process.  

 

Covenants’ Report 

Recently, a homeowner made repairs to 

their structure without prior approval from 

the Covenants’ Committee, which resulted 

in a Covenants’ violation that will be 

costly to the homeowner to remediate.  

The following procedures are contained in 

the Landmark Mews “Residents Only” 

portion of the website. You will require a 

password to access this part of the site.  

Please contact Christine Dale 

(LMTreasurer@cox.net) if you require 

access. 

mailto:LMTreasurer@cox.net


The Covenants’ Architectural Review 

Standards Committee is following up on 

its deliberations and the final Architectural 

Standards will be provided to the 

Community for review and comment.  

Once approved, they will be posted on the 

website. 

 

Landmark Mews Community 

Association 

Architectural Guidelines 

 

THE PROCESS 

 

Owners desiring to change the external 

appearance of their structure or landscape 

must apply to the Covenants Committee 

using the attached “REQUEST TO 

MODIFY PROPERTY” form. (Additional 

forms may be obtained from the 

Covenants Committee or the LMCA 

website.) This form must be filled in 

completely. All projects require the 

notification of the adjacent owners; they 

have five (5) business days after signing 

the form to notify the Committee in 

writing of any objections to the project. 

Should a neighbor be unavailable 

following a good faith effort to obtain a 

signature, a note of explanation should be 

included on the reverse of the form. The 

Committee will attempt to notify the 

absent neighbor. The Committee will 

evaluate the proposed change as described 

on the Request to Modify Property form, 

placing special emphasis on any proposed 

changes that may create an impact on 

neighbors (interference with access, 

drainage, view, sunlight or ventilation, 

etc.) and, if deemed appropriate, will seek 

comments from the neighbors. Following 

deliberations, the Committee will indicate 

either Approval, Approval with 

Modification(s), or Disapproval on the 

Request to Modify Property form and 

return a copy to the request or, along with 

an explanatory letter if necessary. Action 

on a request should not exceed thirty (30) 

calendar days from the date when the 

Committee confirms receipt of the request.  

When a request is approved (or approved 

with modification), the owner is cleared to  

start work. The work must be completed 

within one-hundred and eighty (180) 

calendar days of approval unless an 

extension is requested and approved. 

 

When the request is to replace or remove 

shrubs because they are dead or unsightly, 

the work must be completed within thirty 

(30) calendar days of approval unless an 

extension is requested and approved.  If 

the application is disapproved or if the 

owner is dissatisfied with a required 

modification to the request, the owner may 

appeal to the LMCA Board of Directors in 

writing within sixty (60) calendar days of 

disapproval with reasons why the 

application should be reconsidered. The 

Board may reverse or modify the 

Covenants’ Committee’s decisions by a 

two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Directors.  

 

In the event the Covenants Committee 

fails to approve, modify, or disapprove in 

writing a correctly filed application within 

thirty (30) days, the Board of Directors 

may act on such application; however, if 

no action on an application has been taken 

by either the Board or the Covenants 

Committee within sixty (60) days, 

approval will be deemed granted.  

A key aspect of signing the Request to 

Modify Property form is that it commits 

the modifying owner to execute each 

project only as approved. It also commits 

him/her to clean up/correct any resulting 

property damage, whether another owner’s 

or LMCA common property. The owner, 

not the contractor, is the responsible party. 

A frequent problem has been contractors 

driving vehicles on common property with 

resulting rutting; correction is the 

responsibility of the modifying owner. It is 

best to avoid this risk by precluding the 

contractor s from driving their vehicles off 

the paved  surfaces.  

 



LACK OF AUTHORIZATION  

 

The Covenants Committee takes action 

upon discovery that property modification 

has been made without required approval, 

or that the modification differs from what 

was approved. Should this occur, the 

Covenants Committee will send the owner 

a letter describing the apparent violation 

and the action required to correct it. The 

owner must comply with the required 

action within the deadline directed in the 

Covenants Committee’s letter and notify 

the Covenants Committee upon 

completion.  

 

If the owner believes the modification 

made without prior approval meets the 

Architectural Standards described in Part I, 

the owner may submit a Request to 

Modify Property form to the Board of 

Directors within fourteen (14) calendar 

days, requesting approval of the 

modification. If the unapproved 

modification is still in progress when the 

Covenants Committee’s letter is received, 

the owner will immediately cease work 

and either implement the Covenants 

Committee’s corrective action or apply for 

project approval.  

 

In the event that appropriate actions by the 

Covenants Committee do not result in 

correction of the non-compliance to the 

Landmark Mews Community Association 

Architectural Standards Policy, the 

Association shall have the right to follow 

rules violations and due process 

procedures pursuant to Section 55-513.B 

of the Virginia Property Owners’ 

Association Act to assess lot owner’s rule 

violation charges of up to fifty dollars 

($50) per violation or up to ten dollars 

($10) per day (to a maximum of $900) per 

violation for a continuing violation after 

notice and an opportunity to remedy the 

violation or request for a hearing has been 

provided to the owner.  

 

Thereafter, the LMCA Board of Directors 

retains the right to file suit in court to 

enforce its decisions. 

 

Approved by the Landmark Mews 

Association Community Board of 

Directors 

April 9, 2008 

 

Yard of the Month Announcement 

The LMCA Board of Directors and the 

Landscape Committee is pleased to 

announce the first ever recognition of 

“Landmark Mews Homeowners 

Association - Yard of the Month.”   This 

program kicks off in June and goes 

through December 2013.   Many thanks to 

Corinne Ramsey and Maria Santos for 

their recommendation and work in 

developing the program.   

While many community yards look well 

maintained, the following three (3) yards 

were selected as being exceptional for 

their design and landscaping by the 

Landscape Committee and met the LMCA 

criteria for Yard of the Month.  The 

recipient of our first “Yard of the Month, 

June 2013”, as well as runner-ups, are:  

 

Winner:  Beverly and 

Grant Sharp, 

 6316 Chaucer View Circle 

Runner Up #1:Patricia 

Bevis, 

 6328 Manchester Way 

Runner Up #2: Janice 

Rasmussen,  

6356 Brampton Court 

 

The Yard of the Month program is 

intended to inspire residents of Landmark 

Mews to take pride in the appearance and 

upkeep of their yards, the exterior of their 

homes and to improve the appearance of 

our community by promoting well-kept 

yards.  The winner for each eligible month 



(April – December) may display the 

LMCA “Yard of the Month” sign in their 

yard for the entire month.  A picture of the 

winning yard will also be posted on the 

Landmark Mews Community Website. 

 

Every Landmark Mews resident is invited 

to participate. As a reminder, guidelines, 

criteria and requirements are as follows: 

 

Design and Landscaping (75%): 

1. Use of color and/or texture 

2. Creative, unique, curb appeal 

3. Overall aesthetic appeal; an inspiration 

to others in the neighborhood 

4. Balance appropriate to house and lot 

size  

 

Yard Maintenance (25%): 

1. Healthy lawn, neatly mowed and edged 

2. Pruned and trimmed shrubs and trees 

3. Healthy plants 

4. Minimum weeds in flowerbeds 

5. Yard free of debris and clutter 

6. Driveway free of oil and other stains 

 

Additional Criteria and Requirements: 

 One home will be selected for the 

months of April – December, as 

January thru March are dormant 

planting and cultivation periods. 

 Design and Landscaping accounts for 

75% of consideration, since basic yard 

maintenance is performed by Valley 

Crest. 

 Each yard will be limited to winning 

the award only once in any calendar 

year. 

 Only the yards as viewed from the 

street will be judged. Backyards will 

not be considered, even if visible from 

the street. 

 All plantings must be living –  no 

plastic, silk or artificial plants. 

 Winner must be in good standing with 

the Landmark Mews Homeowners 

Association.  Dues must be paid in full 

and in compliance with the Landmark 

Mews HOA Covenants. 

 Members of the Landmark Mews 

Board and/or Landscaping Committee 

will judge, determine and select the 

Yard of the Month prior to the award 

being given. 

 The winning yard may have the Yard 

of the Month sign displayed in their 

front yard for the entire month.  A 

picture of the winning yard will also be 

posted on the Landmark Mews 

Community Association website and 

featured in the Mews News. 

 Judges’ decisions are final. 

 Current Board members and members 

of the Landscape Committee are not 

eligible. 

 
Board approved LM landscape projects 

 

The board considered several community 

improvement project recommendations 

from the LMC Landscape committee.   As 

you have seen, in the past year we 

upgraded both LMC entrances as well as 

the LMC signage area at the corner of 

Stevenson Ave and Stulz Rd and 

rejuvenated Manchester Park.  In addition 

several dead trees throughout the 

community were removed.     We also 

extended the “wall/fence” at the cul-de-sac 

on Landmark Mews Drive which has 

helped tremendously with security.   The 

following new summer projects were 

approved by the board of directors: 

1. A community hallmark first 

impression – the island at the entrance 

off Stultz Rd will be revamped.  This 

island project will remove dying 

burning bush, Spirea and Barberry.   

Next, plant Boxwood, White and Pink 

Dwarf Crepe Myrtles, Variegated 

Lirope, Coconut Vinca , Red Vinca 

and a Japanese Fire Glow Maple.   

2. A Project to rejuvenate the flowerbed 

at the end of Masefield Ct.  This bed 



will be expanded and topsoil added as 

well as shredded hardwood bark.  In 

addition, Mountain Fire Piers 

Japonica, Francee Hosta and Endless 

Summer hydrangea will be planted.   

3. On the “berm”, an area adjacent to 

and behind homes in the middle 

Manchester Way will have several 

tree stumps of dead trees removed.  

Red and pink Azaleas and a Japanese 

Weeping Maple will be planted. 

 

The landscape committee is working on 

several additional projects that will be 

presented to the board in the fall.   

Please contact Landscape Chairman, 

Kathleen Ryan, if you have questions or 

additional ideas.  Also please let her know 

if you want to join the landscape 

committee.    Kdryan@cox.net  

Update on Stultz Road speeding 

Maria Santos, one of our Board Members 

has been working tirelessly to try and get 

the speeding problem on Stultz Road 

resolved. Here is the latest from Brian 

Thompson, the Motor Units Supervisor in 

Alexandria: 

“I received your June 21
st
 email.  I will 

specifically address the speeding issue on 

Stultz Road you raised.  As you mentioned, 

we had the speed trailers out there last 

year.  We have also done some 

enforcement.  Stultz Road and Stevenson 

Avenue remain on our enforcement log.  

Unfortunately, City Council voted to 

eliminate two of my nine motor officer 

positions as of July 1 of this year.  That 

coupled with the fact that I also have 

several officers out with  injuries, leaves 

me struggling to cover even the high 

traffic  volume corridors of the city.   

Therefore, I cannot commit to deploying  

resources on Stultz Road for the time 

being.  However, I will forward your 

concerns to Captain Fard, the Patrol 

Sector Commander.” 

Thanks to Maria for her continued hard 

work in making our surrounding roads 

safer. 

Landmark Mews HOA Tips and 

Reminders 

 

Summer Watering Tips for Your 

Landscape 

Horticulturists recommend watering early 

in the morning or at dusk. That way your 

water doesn't evaporate before it gets to 

your plants or lawn.  However, there are a 

couple of benefits for watering early in the 

morning. Generally the wind speed is less 

in early morning, so less water is lost to 

evaporation. Also, by watering early in the 

morning, the plants will dry off during the 

day, and fewer disease problems (e.g., 

leaf/root rot) should develop. 

Attention Dog Owners 

Since we have installed the new pet signs 

on both ends of the berm, we are happy to 

report that the pet waste problem has 

started to decrease.  However, we 

appreciate your continued support in being 

respectful of the other residents in the 

community by curbing and cleaning up 

after your pet and to avoid letting your 

dog/s relieve themselves on a neighbor's 

yard. Many of our residents have invested 

a great deal of time and expense in 

keeping their yards and our neighborhood 

beautiful and pet waste in all forms can 

cause damage to their lawn and plants.  As 

the weather gets hotter, please keep in 

mailto:Kdryan@cox.net


mind that dog waste that isn't disposed of 

properly can attract bugs, transmit disease, 

contaminate drinking water and is an 

irritating inconvenience to unsuspecting 

people who step in it. Thank you for your 

courtesy and cooperation.  

Pet Summer Safety  

As the dog days of summer heat up, it's 

important to keep your pets cool and 

comfortable. Follow these five tips for a 

safe and fun summer with your four-

legged friends! 

 

1. Never leave an animal in a car; the 

temperature inside a parked vehicle 

heats up like an oven resulting in 

heatstroke and death. 

2. Always have fresh, cool water 

available to prevent dehydration. 

3. Take walks in the early morning or 

later in the day during cooler hours; 

avoid hot asphalt and sand, both of 

which can injure paws. 

4. All dogs are not good swimmers; don't 

leave pets unattended around 

swimming pools or other deep water. 

5. Avoid a fatal fall by tightly securing 

screens and keeping unscreened 

windows closed. 

 

Home Safety and Security 

Summer is a hot season for home 

burglaries, with break-ins typically 

peaking in July and August and occurring 

during the day, when most people are at 

work or on vacation. Keep your home and 

valuables safe from the inside out with 

these important tips. 

Home security is an important part of any 

trip plan, whether you're preparing for a 

weekend getaway or an extended vacation. 

Besides protecting against burglary, it's 

wise to be proactive about mechanical 

problems, which can easily develop in a 

house left vacant and cause major damage 

that might not be discovered until you 

return. 

To make sure your home security is up to 

par and you can truly enjoy your trip, run 

through the following suggested home 

security and vacant home checklist well 

before you pack. 

 

Inside Your Home 

 Shut down the main water 

valve. If you'll be away for a 

prolonged period of time, it's smart 

to shut down your home's water 

supply. Locate and turn off the 

main water valve, which is usually 

found on the front, street-facing 

side of a home's lower level (it may 

be located in the crawl space; if it's 

difficult to get to, a plumber can 

add an extension to put it within 

reach). If your landscape irrigation 

comes from the same line, arrange 

for a bypass valve to be installed so 

watering can continue as usual.   

 Drain toilets. As step two of the 

water shutdown plan, drain all 

toilets and tanks by holding down 

the flush lever until the water is 

gone. 

 Turn the water heater off. If 

your water heater is electric, turn 

off the large breaker assigned to it 

at the main electrical panel. For gas 

water heaters, turn the valve to the 

pilot position or turn it off 

completely, but only if you know 

how to relight it and will be away 

for an extended period of time. 

 Turn the breakers off. To 

minimize the risk of electrical fires, 

turn off all nonessential electrical 

circuit breakers in your home's 

http://moneypit.com/article/cheap-home-security-tricks
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electrical box (such as anything 

other than your heating system, 

security system and outdoor 

lighting). Well before you're under 

pressure to figure out which are 

which, take time to label circuits 

with small, colored dot stickers, 

using green for nonessential and 

red for essential. 

 Disconnect appliances. Unplug all 

appliances, large and small. 

 Lower the A/C. If you'll be away 

for a weekend, set your air 

conditioner to 80 degrees to lower 

air conditioning costs; if you'll be 

gone longer, shut it down entirely. 

 Lights on timers. Improve home 

security by putting lights in main 

living areas on timers and setting 

them to simulate occupancy. 

 Don't broadcast your absence. A 

burglar can easily be tipped off to 

your absence by an unanswered 

phone, so turn off the ringer and 

keep your everyday answering 

message in play. And never, ever 

leave a message or post on a 

Facebook or Twitter page saying, 

"I'm away on vacation." 

 Adjust blinds. Leave blinds and 

curtains in normal positions 

wherever possible, taking care not 

to expose belongings attractive to 

prying eyes. 

 Secure valuables. Protect 

valuables from theft (important 

papers, jewelry, etc.) in a home 

safe or safe deposit box. 

 Disconnect the computer. Make 

sure your computer is turned off 

and disconnected from the Internet, 

particularly if it contains personal 

information. Also put away or 

shred telltale bills and receipts that 

add to the risk of identity theft. 

 Set the alarm. Activate your alarm 

system; be sure to notify the home 

security company of your days 

away and provide interim contact 

information. 

 Lock up. Ensure that all windows, 

doors and gates are securely locked 

before you leave for vacation. This 

may sound elementary, but all it 

takes is one of them ajar to 

welcome an intruder and threaten 

home security. 

 Trim the trees. Finish all major 

yard work before you go, with 

special trimming attention given to 

trees and shrubs near windows and 

entries (a burglar doesn't need 

much to hide behind). Then put 

away all yard equipment and tools. 

 

 Plan maintenance. Line up help 

for outdoor chores such as mowing 

and manual watering so 

overgrowth and faded plantings 

don't give away your absence. 

 

 Improve lighting. Well-

planned exterior lighting 

design can help keep your home 

safe while you are away. Put all 

outdoor lighting on timers and 

discourage intruders by adding 

motion-sensitive lamps in dark 

pockets, as well as in natural 

pathways. 

 

 Key tips. Remove all secret keys 

from their supposedly undisclosed 

outdoor locations, providing only 

one of your duplicates to the 

person who'll be in charge while 

you're out of town. 
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 Collect mail. Have someone 

collect mail, parcels and 

newspapers daily or put a 

temporary hold on those services 

until your return. For added home 

security, invite a neighbor or 

family member to park a car in 

your driveway for the duration. 

 

For more information, please visit this 

link: 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/statio

ns/franconia/img/20120126home_and_pro

perty.pdf 

 

Real Estate Update  
  

SOLD 
6366 Brampton Court, List Price: 

$609,000; Sold Price: $580,000 

 

UNDER CONTRACT 
6266 Masefield Court, List Price: 

$519,999; Original list of $584,900 

  

ACTIVE SALES LISTINGS 
N/A 

  

ACTIVE RENTAL LISTINGS 

N/A 

Property Manager’s Report 

There were 112 wheeled recycling 

containers delivered to Landmark Mews 

residents.  Since residents began using 

these containers, the ritual Thursday a.m. 

windblown disasters have significantly 

receded.   

Change of PO Box Reminder 

 

A reminder to all Landmark Mews 

homeowners: Please note that the PO Box 

in Lincolnia is now closed.  Any 

correspondence for the Board or 

Covenants must be sent to the new PO 

Box:  

 

Landmark Mews Community Association 

PO Box 23713 

Alexandria 

VA.  22304-9371 

 

Parking Reminder 

Please remember that the Landmark Mews 

parking policy has provisions for both 

homeowners/residents as well as their 

guests.  Here are a few reminders: 

 Homeowner/Resident vehicles 

must display a Landmark Mews 

decal.  Contact Roger Casalengo 

for parking decals. 

 Homeowners and residents are not 

allowed to park in Visitor spaces 

between 10a.m. and 8p.m daily. 

 Guests must display a note on their 

dash indicating which property 

they are visiting. 

 Guests only have use of the Visitor 

slots for 2 weeks, after which they 

must find alternative parking 

outside the Mews. 
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