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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
With our first meeting of the year, the 
Board welcomed three new members, 
elected at the Annual Meeting this past 
October:  Joel Kaplan, Linda Carter, and 
Siham Wehbi. Our business was 
relatively brief, as our “normal” 
meetings go. 

 Goals & Objectives – As has 
been the Board’s practice beginning in 
2007, it has adopted Goals & Objectives 
for the current year, a means for not only 
focusing us but in communicating to you 
what it is we are spending our time (and 
money) on. The Goals, posted on the 
website (www.landmarkmews.com), 
include: (1) Protecting the financial 
integrity of the Association; (2) 

Approving revisions to the governing 
documents; (3) implementing the 
security plan, as approved by the Board; 
and (4) implementing the landscape and 
infrastructure program, as approved by 
the Board. 

 Financial matters -- Treasurer 
Marty McDonald reported we ended the 
year in the black, with a princely surplus 
of $1,510, to be added to the unrestricted 
(operational reserve).  No surprise here, 
as we have been careful over the past 
few months to husband our resources in 
a year that saw significant security and 
(unplanned and unbudgeted) electrical 
repair expenditures.  In addition to the 
monthly report, Marty presented an 
updated iteration of the Mews’ budget 
history, beginning in 2002 shortly after 



he became Treasurer through 2008.  It 
will be posted on the website and is 
informative reading for anyone 
wondering what your Boards of 
Directors have been doing for the past 7 
years to improve your community.  The 
short answer: A lot.  There, in all the 
detail Marty could muster, is a listing of 
projects undertaken and costs incurred, 
as well as an allocation of costs among 
various accounts.  Check it out: 
www.landmarkmews.com. Go to “Board 
Meetings”– “Related Meeting Materials” 
– Treasurer Reports. 

 Among other financial matters, 
the Board approved creation of an 
Uncollected Debt Reserve, of $5,400, on 
the advice of our auditor, to cover 
uncollectable dues.  The amount is equal 
to the annual dues obligations of three 
defaulting owners.  We fell short about 
$1,500 in dues revenue this year because 
of a foreclosure and other non-payments.  
Although we have been a stable 
community, we thought it prudent to 
factor in somewhat greater financial 
adversity.  One hopes we will have been 
too conservative. 

 We also approved (unanimously) 
purchase of an additional $1 million in 
Directors’ & Officers’ liability coverage, 
bringing our coverage to $3 million.    

 Property report – Property 
manager Roger Casalengo is focused on 
obtaining estimates for this year’s 
projects, including enhanced lighting, 
berm replanting (phase 2), and other 
enhancements.  We are not anticipating 
any extensive major infrastructure 
expenditures this year.   

 Security update – Two reports of 
note:  First, Board member and 
Neighborhood Watch Coordinator, Bill 
Gaffney reported on the status of efforts 
to implement a Watch program.  I hosted 
an orientation meeting on January 13, at 
which perhaps a literal handful of 
volunteers heard Fairfax County police 

officer Julia Bauer discuss organiza-
tional considerations necessary for 
getting a Watch program implemented 
and running successfully.  Overall, we 
had about 13 volunteers but scheduling 
conflicts precluded others from 
attending.  The next step will be for Bill 
to schedule a meeting of volunteers to 
begin organizing assignments.  Expect 
that sometime in February.  If you want 
to volunteer, there is always time.  
Contact Bill at dian2@cox.net. 

 Second, Karen Kovach reported 
on the status of the vehicle decal 
program.  As of January 14, she had 
received vehicle information from about 
one half of our residents.  Our deadline 
was January 10 and planned 
enforcement is still scheduled for 
February 1.  If you have not submitted 
your information to Karen, please do so, 
now at secretary@landmarkmews.com.   
Decals will be distributed shortly.   

 Finally, if you need a website 
pass word, please contact the webmaster: 
mewsweb@landmarkmews.com. If your 
contact information has changed 
recently, be sure to note this on the 
reverse side of your dues invoice and let 
LMCA secretary know.  If you wish to 
be added to the Mews email group list to 
receive important community announce-
ments/messages from me, please let 
Karen know this as well 
(secretary@landmarkmews.com). Not 
all our residents want their contact 
information to be included in the 
directory but do want to be included on 
the email list.  Karen is trying to keep 
this as up-to-date as possible.  That's all 
for now.  Next month’s meeting is 
scheduled for February 11, 7 PM, at the 
home of Delia Riso, 6269 Chaucer View 
Circle.  Contact me: bwood@aiadc.org. 

LMCA 2009 BOARD METINGS 
(Meetings begin at 7:00 PM. If you have 
not been attending regularly, as a 
courtesy please notify the host ahead of 
time that you plan to attend.) 



January 14—Loren Sciruba, 6309 
Manchester Way: (703) 751-1565 
February 11—Delia Riso, 6269 Chaucer 
View Circle: 751-5269 
March 11—Joel Kaplan, 6309 Chaucer 
View Circle: 461-3166 
April 8—Siham Wehbi, 6270 Chaucer 
Lane: 212-2202 
May 13—Bruce Wood, 6362 Brampton 
Court: 212-9732 
June 10—Linda Carter, 6304 Chaucer 
View Circle: 370-9220 
July 8—Marty McDonald, 6318 
Manchester Way: 461-3493 
August 12—Bill Gaffney: 751-9446 
6317 Manchester Way 
September 9—Linda Carter, 6304 
Chaucer View Circle 
October 14—Roger Casalengo, 6325 
Manchester Way: 751-9242 
November 11—Delia Riso, 6269 
Chaucer View Circle 
December 9—Bruce Wood, 6362 
Brampton Court 
 

SPECIAL FINANCING OFFER TO 
LMCA RESIDENTS 
Chase invites Landmark Mews 
Community Association members to 
participate in a Preferred Mortgage 
Program. All LMCA members are 
entitled to cost savings on mortgage 
financing not available to the general 
public. The program is tailored spe-
cifically to help make your mortgage 
financing as quick, convenient and as 
affordable as possible. For more 
information, please contact your Land-
mark Mews neighbor, Dan Aminoff, at 
(703) 684-0056 or email at 
daniel.h.aminoff@chase.com. Further 
information is also available exclusively 
for LMCA members at https://www. 
chase.com/chf/home/ca_lmca 

VOTING NEWS 
—Special Election 

Tuesday, February 3 

Because of Chairman Gerry Connolly’s 
election to Congress, a Special Election 
is being held to fill his seat as Chairman 
of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors. 
Date: Tuesday, February 3, 2009 
Polls: Open: 6:00 AM, Close: 7:00 PM 
Location: Bren Mar Park School, 6344 
Beryl Rd., Alexandria 
I.D. Required: Voter registration card 
OR a photo I.D. 
Registration Questions: (703) 222-0776 
Crowds are not anticipated, so there 
should be no waiting to vote. If you do 
not see voting activity in the cafeteria (to 
your right, inside the front door), then 
we will most likely be located in the 
smaller library: turn left down the first 
hallway inside the front door. 
Web site:
 http//www.fairfaxcounty.gov.eb 
E-mail: elec@fairfaxcounty.gov 
 
Questions? Feel free to call me (703) 
461-0009.   

Linda L. Mandis 
  Election Officer 
 

SMOKE DETECTOR WARNING 
Have you replaced your smoke detectors? 
No, not the battery, the whole unit. 

Smoke detectors, including the "hard-
wired" units in our Mews homes, should 
be replaced at least every 10 years at a 
minimum, according to experts. I just 
replaced my original three detectors and 
added two more. These new units are 
interconnected, meaning that when one 
goes off they all go off. This feature is 
imperative for early warning. The 
original detectors in our homes were 
designed to be interconnected, but my 
detectors were not installed in this 
manner. The new models that I used 
communicate between one another using 
their own internal wireless technology. I 



used a combination of hard-wired (with 
battery backup) and battery operated 
models. For more information, feel free 
to drop me a note at rridgely@cox.net. 
Also visit 
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/download
s/pyfff/smkalarm.html. 
 
 

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY Courtesy of Fred and 
Nancie Williams, Weichert, Realtors and Landmark 
Mews homeowners. 

FOR SALE 
5201 COTTINGHAM $534,900 
6268 MASEFIELD $515.000  

FOR RENT 
5209 COTTINGHAM $3,200 

SOLD 
6364 BRAMPTON CT $558,000 

 

 
FOUND—RECYCLE BIN 
Last week's winds blew some recycle 
bins on Manchester Way a distance from 
the curbs in front of homes. If you live 
on Manchester Way and have lost a 
recycle bin, please email your address to 
secretary@landmarkmews.com. 
 

 

ALERT: WATER-LINE BREAKS 

Two homeowners in Landmark Mews 
have recently (with the past 2 months) 
experienced a break in the water line 
from their homes to the street. Repairs 
are costly, unless you have insurance. 
Based on the recommendations of 
homeowners who have dealt with water-
line breaks, the Landmark Mews Board 
of Directors urges all homeowners to 
protect themselves by subscribing to the 
Water Line Replacement insurance 
program ($4.50 a month) offered by 
Dominion Products and Services, 1-866-
645-9811.  

 

TAKE A STAND AGAINST CRIME: 
JOIN YOUR LANDMARK MEWS 
COMMUNITY WATCH PROGRAM 
Why Neighborhood Watch? It Works! 

Throughout the country, dramatic 
decreases in burglary and related 
offences are reported by law 
enforcement professionals in com-
munities with active Watch programs.  

If you would like more information, or 
want to know how you can become 
involved now, please contact Landmark 
Mews community watch coordinator, 
Bill Gaffney at 703-751-9446 or email at 
dian2@cox.net. 

 

THOMASVILLE TABLE AND CHINA CABINET FOR SALE. 
My name is Serap and I live at 6267 Masefield Court. Santa brought me an elliptical 
trainer and gym bike as a Christmas present, and, to open space for them, I must sell my 
favorite vintage Thomasville dining room set. The two-piece china cabinet, table, and 4 
chairs are from the early 1950s, made of pecan, and in excellent condition. There is also 
an extension piece and protective top for the table.  Anyone interested in seeing the set 
may send an email to roberthf@yahoo.com or call me at 703-350-1995. Similar sets may 
be seen at  www.thomasville.com/Item4796/Cinnamon-Hill-Dining-Room-China.aspx  
http://www.thomasville.com/Item4801/Cinnamon-Hill-Dining-Room-Rectangular-
Dining-Table.aspx . Also, for more information, there is a Thomasville of Alexandria  
located at 3915 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Alexandria, VA 22305 (703) 706-0966. 

 


