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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 April’s Board meeting was 
highlighted by decisions about security 
and architectural standards, along with 
the usual financial and property 
management reports. And, we welcomed 
a new Board member. 
 

Security – As previously 
reported, police apprehended an 
individual who has confessed to the 
vehicle vandalism occurring over 
President’s Day weekend, the last 
vandalism we’ve had.  He has fingered a 
confederate, and there is reportedly a 
third individual the police believe is 
involved.  All are from Maryland, as is 
the pawn shop through which they 
fenced stolen GPS devices.  The police 
believe this crew is responsible for 

vehicle break-ins on other occasions 
here.  Although this most recent spate of 
vandalism is over for now, we cannot 
assume it will not recur.  There may be 
others who see our community as a 
welcome target.  If anyone’s vehicle is 
broken into in the future, again, please 
report it to the police immediately and to 
me, so I can inform the rest of the 
community; we all need to know the 
extent of the problem in the Mews.   

 
Our off-duty officer program still 

continues, until May 3rd.  The Board 
voted at the April meeting to suspend the 
program thereafter, as initially planned 
when we initiated the program February 
1st. We did so, in view of the 
apprehension of the individual who has 
confessed to the vehicle break-ins and 
the absence of any further incidents in 



the interim.  We also are not unmindful 
of the cost, unbudgeted, which will total 
over $10,300 for the three-month 
program.  Finally, an on-going security 
analysis by Gordon Associates is likely 
to be completed sometime in June; and 
the Board wants to evaluate additional 
security enhancements, within the 
context of Gordon’s recommendations.   

 
As to Gordon Associates’ 

progress, Property Manager Roger 
Casalengo and I met with the five-person 
security team. The team spent a few 
hours walking around the community to 
orient themselves.  Mike Jones, the 
team’s leader, has begun to contact local 
police officials, whom he will meet with 
to discuss our community, as well as the 
broader area in which we live.   

 
Architectural Standards – The 

Board approved the draft revised 
standards, with little additional 
discussion.  If you are on the group 
email list, you would have received the 
March 31 draft for your final review; 
this draft also was posted on the website.  
I received only a couple of comments, 
both complimentary of our work.  The 
new standards will be posted on the 
website under “Architectural Standards,” 
and I encourage you to consult them 
anytime you plan on making any 
changes to the exterior of your home.   

 
The two key changes with this 

revision are permitting (1) fiberglass 
replacement front doors; and (2) 
retractable rear awnings.  However, the 
standards set out specific design criteria, 
and installing either requires Covenants 
Committee approval in advance.  Please 
do not count on Covenants Committee 
forgiveness afterwards for failing to 
consult.  If you have any questions about 
the standards, you can direct them to 
Covenants Committee Co-Chairman 
Wayne Brewer.      

 

Financial Report – The bottom 
line is we’re doing OK.  Treasurer Marty 
McDonald keeps very close tabs on our 
expenses and ensures our assets are 
invested to earn the highest current rate 
of return.  At some point this year, the 
Board will need to shift about $15,000 
from our largely discretionary account 
(“Other Maintenance & Services”) to the 
“Contract Expense” account to cover 
unbudgeted security expenditures (off-
duty police and the Gordon Associates 
study).  Still, our anticipated interest 
earnings are close to budget, and we set 
aside during the year an amount totaling 
our annual interest earnings; these 
amounts are released later in the year 
when we can conclude confidently that 
we will not have to invade, on an 
emergency basis, our operational reserve 
minimum of $150,000.  This means that 
we likely will have about $23,000 (twice 
interest) on top of our budgeted $30,645 
in Other Maintenance & Services, offset 
by $15,000 and expenditures to date, for 
a net of $34,534 for Other Maintenance 
& Services. If we decide to finance 
additional security enhancements this 
year, based on Gordon’s report, the 
funding will come from this account.            

 
Property Report – We will be 

working with Roger to fund this year’s 
project list, which includes replanting 
along Stevenson Avenue and at the 
entranceways, as well as redesign of the 
berm.  The latter project will be the most 
costly – an amount we do not yet know, 
because we have not settled on a specific 
design – and may have to be completed 
in phases.  The berm pathway will be 
resurfaced, as well, although funding for 
this project will be from the restricted 
(major infrastructure) reserve, not Other 
Maintenance & Services.         

 
Trash Talk – I reported last 

month on the chronic litter problem we 
have along our perimeter streets and 
down Stevenson Avenue.  The Board 



discussed this problem at our last 
meeting and requested that I solicit 
residents interested in forming a litter 
team to pick up litter on an on-going 
basis.  Please let me know if you are 
interested, by contacting me at 
bwood@aiadc.org.  If someone is 
willing also to take the lead in 
organizing the team, scheduling pick-ups 
and volunteers, let me know that too.  I 
see the need to pick up litter to be at 
least once and perhaps twice a week.   

 
Dues Arrears – from time to 

time, a resident (or two or three) falls 
behind in his or her dues, and not just by 
a month.  This is a reminder to anyone 
who is now behind that the Board will 
take whatever steps are necessary to 
enforce payment.  Aside from filing a 
lien on your property, we are authorized 
to contact your mortgagee that you are in 
default, and your mortgagee will 
reimburse us, while dealing with you 
separately. It is infrequent in our 
community, but not unknown, that we 
have this problem intermittently.  I have 
asked Treasurer Marty McDonald to 
advise the Board whenever a resident is 
more than 30 days past due.  So, be 
advised, if you are in arrears, get up to 
date now, or the Board will act.         

 
New Board Member – Last but 

not least, I want to welcome to the Board 
Debb Wisnowski of Chaucer Lane, who 
has stepped forward to fill an unexpired 
term ending this December 31.  Debb, a 
tax attorney and CPA with Deloitte, has 
lived in the Mews for over 8 years.  This 
I know: her service on the Board will be 
far different from her day job.  I am 
pleased to have her participation and 
look forward to her contribution to the 
community.              

  
 That’s all for this month.  The 

next Board meeting will be Wednesday 
May 14 at 7:30, at my home, 6362 
Brampton Court. 

 Contact me.  bwood@aiadc.org 
 

 

George Mason Regional 
Library (703-256-3800) 7001 Little 
River Turnpike, Annandale, VA 22003 

Semi‐Annual Used Book Sale. 
Books for all ages, plus CDs, 
videos, recorded books and rare 
books. Cosponsored by the Friends 
of the George Mason Regional 
Library. All ages.  
Thursday, April 24, 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Friday, April 25, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 

Sat., April 26, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Sunday, April 27, 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

 

 

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY    
Courtesy of Fred and Nancie Williams, Weichert, 
Realtors and Landmark Mews homeowners. 

SOLD:   6357 Brampton Court  $497,500 
 (sale price $511,000 minus $13,500 subsidy) 
Under contract   6324 Manchester Way 
 List: $550,000 
SOLD:   6263 Masefield Court  $550,000 
FOR SALE: 6271 Chaucer View Circle, List: 
$679,900. 

 

____________________________ 

For  Sale  By  Owner: 6313 Chaucer 
View Circle. Straight sale or 
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY: 
+++Seller willing to rent back for up to 
18-month lease.+++ $575,000.00.  Call 
703-706-1638 or email 
lmkovach@cox.net for appointment.  

 

 

JOIN TOGETHER TO SALUTE 
ROLLING THUNDER XXI ON 



SUNDAY, MAY 25 AT 9:30 AM 
 
The Mews Social Committee welcomes 
Mews residents of all ages to join in 
showing support to the motorcycle riders 
of Rolling Thunder as they drive by the 
Mews along I-395. This is a real 
tradition at the Mews and one we hope 
you will adopt as your own. Bring your 
U.S. flags (the bigger the better!) and 
your patriotism to the intersection of 
Stulz and Stevenson as we gather to 
remember and appreciate all those that 
have served in our military. Coffee and 
donuts will be provided. See you there! 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to 
help eradicate the chronic litter problem 
on streets leading to Landmark Mews.  
The Landmark Mews Community 
Association Board is asking concerned 
individuals willing to help to become 
part of a clean-up team to pick up litter 
on an on-going basis.  If interested, 
please contact Board President, Bruce 
Wood at bwood@aiadc.org. Also 
needed:  someone willing to take the 
lead in organizing the team and 
scheduling the volunteers.    

 
Covenants Reminder – 

Obtain Covenants Committee approval 
before making external changes to 
your property. The Architectural 
Standards are posted on the website.  

 

 
Trash Pick Up  days are 

Tuesday and Friday. Please DO NOT 
put trash out before 6:00 P.M. the prior 
evening. Secure trash in BLACK 
garbage bags. The heavy-duty black 
garbage bags impede birds and rodents 
from tearing into them and spreading 
the trash. Please help keep our 
community litter-free.   

 
 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND:  
MEWS HOME TOURS 
 
Warmer weather always calls for 
thinking about how to design or 
landscape that patio to make it a more 
livable outdoor space for relaxing and 
entertaining. If you’ve done some 
“renovations” to your backyard and 
would like to include your home in a 
tour of “Backyards at the Mews,” please 
contact the Mews Social Committee at 
Social@landmarkmews.com  NO 
LATER THAN May 15. The tour will 
be Sunday, June 22 – rain or shine. 

 
The next Board meeting 

will be Wednesday May 14, at 
7:30, at the home of Bruce Wood, 
6362 Brampton Ct.   

 

 

 
Covenants@landmarkmews.com 
 
Questions, comments, website passwords, 
Contact Mews News editor Karen Kovach 
at lmkovach@cox.net For passwords  
provide name, street address and lot #. 

 GREAT IDEAS WELCOME 
 
Have any great ideas for a community 
“social”? 
 
 Share them with us at 
Social@landmarkmews.com  


