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Unit III  -  Visions Of Praise 

Title:  Who’s In Charge Here? 

Text:  Revelation 11:15-19 

Expositions: 

1)  Reverence for the Reign (Rev. 11:15-17) 

2)  Rejoice for the Reward (Rev. 11:18-19) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 1 John 4:1 states, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
test the spirits, whether they are of God.”  There are many 

voices today in so many different forums that it becomes 
difficult for the person seeking the truth of God’s word to 

discern fact from fiction.  However, scripture teaches us 
that Christians are saved by God’s grace, which we are able 
to receive by placing our faith in Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of our sins.  The word also teaches that we can 
persevere in that faith because we are protected by God’s 

power of salvation that is to be revealed in the last times.   
 

At times while studying God’s word, especially when it 
comes to His judgement, it may seem to our finite minds that 
that His judgement is harsh.  But we must consider that 1) 

God’s judgements are always right, 2) those who love God 
have to not only accept the good that comes from His hand, 

but the righteous decisions that come from Him, and 3) we 
must realize that unbelievers and compromising Christians 

are in league with the evil forces that try to undermine God’s 
plan.  But, The Lord, He is God, and those that come against 
Him cannot succeed.  Our role as believers is that we must 

be willing to fight with God to upset their plans.   This is a 
binary choice.  Who is on The Lord’s side? 
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I. Reverence for the Reign (v. 15-17) 
 

(15) And the seventh angel sounded: and there were great 
voices in heaven saying, “The kingdoms of this world have 

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He 
shall reign forever and ever!”  (16) And the four and twenty 

elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their 
faces, and worshipped God (17) saying, “We give thee 
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to 

come; because Thou hast taken to Thee Thy great power 
and has reigned.” 

 
God’s judgements are carried out in three parts in the 

judgement of the seals (Chp 6-Chp 8:1), the judgement of 
the trumpets (Chp 8:2-11-15) and the bowl, or vial, 
judgements (Chp 15-16).  We open today’s focus on the 

blowing of the seventh trumpet and God now openly 
exercises His judgments on mankind and His sovereign 

reign over the world. This trumpet extends to the Second 
Coming of Christ and announces the elimination of all 

obstacles to Christ’s reign over the world.  
 

The kingdoms of the world always belonged to Christ. Now 
He claims them at the end of the Tribulation as His own. 
Rule of the earth now proceeds from the rule of man to the 

rule of God.  This is now a permanent victory. Mankind will 
never again rule. Jesus will reign forever. 

 
(1 Corinthians 15:24-26). “Then comes the end, when He 

delivers the kingdom to God the Father when He puts an end 
to all rule and all authority and power. For He 
must reign until He has put all enemies under His feet. The 

last enemy that will be destroyed is death.”  
 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor%2015.24-26
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At this proclamation, the 24 elders fell on their faces 
in worship. The time has come for God to deal with the 

nations and take the reign of the world. 
 

John describes God as “Almighty” in several verses 
throughout the book of Revelation and that He is eternal (is, 
was, is to come). “Almighty” means that God all power and 
authority. God is sovereign and supreme over the world. 
Therefore, the elders offer thanks to God that He is in 

control, and now He exercises that control. There will be no 
more tyranny, which has been mankind’s method of 

governing since the days of Adam. Jesus will straighten out 
all injustice at the time John describes. 

 
II. Rejoice for the Reward (v. 18-19) 

 

(18) And the nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come, 
and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and 

that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy servants the 
prophets and to the saints, and to them that fear Thy name, 

small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy 
the earth. (19) And the temple of God was opened in heaven, 

and there was seen in His temple the ark of his testament: 
and there were lightnings, and voices, thunderings, and and 
earthquake, and great hail. 

 
A pagan world loyal to the Antichrist in the Tribulation now 

shows its anger to Christ (Psalm 2:1-5). Satan will cause the 
people to rise up in rebellion against God’s program. Those 

who plotted against God’s people and deceived many will 
now receive what they deserve. 
 

God is omnipotent; man is impotent. While people in heaven 
rejoice, those on earth are angry. They will express this 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ps%202.1-5
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anger by one final rebellion against God in a world war, the 
battle of Armageddon.  God is more than fair…He gives 

those who are against Him yet one more chance to repent. 
Witness what He says to the corrupt church of Thyatira in 

Chptr 2:21…that He even gave Jezebel opportunity to 
repent but she just would not do it. So, because those that 

rejected Him continue to do so, God says they will be cast 
into “outer darkness” just as Hell and Death into the Lake of 
Fire.   

 
Another dramatic scene closes the chapter. John looks into 

a temple in heaven. There he saw the ark of the covenant. 
So, you can stop believing the tale that it is hidden in 

Ethiopia guarded by one old monk. The ark of the covenant 
was in the Holy of Holies and indicates God’s presence. The 
ark also represents God’s mercy and faithfulness.  

 
The opening of the temple reveals the glory of God. People 

will see God’s glory and God will manifest Himself fully. The 
glory of God will explode upon men. Men will see this in His 

judgments.  All of those atmospheric disturbances result 
from the opening of the temple in heaven. All this signals 

judgment. God must judge man-kind. John will resume the 
introduction of the seventh trumpet in chapter sixteen, 
where he will give the full details. 

 
 

Conclusion: 
 

Jesus will come one day to take over the governments of the 
world. He will take the control and reign over the earth. 
Today, we don’t hear from God as our ancient ancestors 

did.  In this Church Age, God speaks through His Bible and 
through modern believers, but He is not asserting His rights 
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in the world in the absolute sense. But He won’t deviate 
from His Plan. There will come a day when His plan will be 

clear. 
 

The believers in God are strangers on this earth.  Pilgrims 
and sojourners, as it were (Psalm 119:19). Our “citizenship” 

is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). Believers are not in step with 
the world. We march to a different drumbeat, the drumbeat 
of heaven. We cannot buy into the world’s ideas or values 

and compromise ourselves by going along to get along. 
When we learn better we are required to do better. 

 
Today, people are taking their turn at-bat. There will be a 

day when that will end. Man’s Day will come to an end, and 
God’s Day will begin. One day God’s forecasting clock will 
strike suddenly and surely. Only God knows the timing. 

God will rule things His way all over the world. Like the 
worshipping Elders, when we recognize God’s sovereign 

working in the world and our lives, it will inspire worship in 
our hearts. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ps%20119.19
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Phil%203.20

