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FALL QUARTER 2021:  CELEBRATING GOD – 
November 28, 2021 

UNIT 3: VISIONS OF PRAISE 

TITLE:  No Difference - Adults 

Good News For All - Youth 

TEXT: Acts 10:34-47 

EXPOSITIONS: 

I. The Gospel For All (Acts 10:34-40) 
II. The Gospel To All (Acts 10:41-47)  

INTRODUCTION 
 

The story actually begins with God’s call of Abram, when God 
promised, “All of the families of the earth will be blessed in you” 
(Genesis 12:3). While the Old Testament relates the story of Israel as 
God’s chosen people, there is also an suggestion that reminds us of 
God’s love for Gentiles.  As we can see in Exodus 22:21; 23:9 and  
Deuteronomy 10:19, and in Joshua 6:25 with Rahab and with Ruth in 
the book of Ruth 1:16-17, the Jewish law allows for fair treatment for 
aliens (foreigners).  Indeed, both Rahab and Ruth became part of 
Jesus’ genealogy. 

In the New Testament, this openness to Gentiles accelerates. After 
His resurrection, Jesus told the apostles, “But you will receive power 
when The Holy Spirit has come upon you. You will be witnesses to me 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of 
the earth.”  At Pentecost, Peter (not yet understanding the full 
impact of his words) said, “For the promise is to you, and to your 
children, and to all who are far off, even as many as The Lord our 
God will call to himself” (2:39). 
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In the early chapters of Acts, membership in the new church 
required prior membership in the Jewish faith.  However, in chapter 
8, Philip baptized an Ethiopian eunuch—a man who, because of his 
physical defect (castration) was not eligible to become a full member 
of the Jewish community.  In chapter 9, we read about the story of 
the conversion of Saul (Paul), who will become the great apostle to 
the Gentiles. 

That brings us to the first half of Acts 10 when Cornelius and Peter 
both saw visions given by God. Peter is visiting with Simon, the 
tanner, in Joppa when Cornelius, a Roman centurion and a devout 
Gentile, received a command from the messenger of God to get 
Peter and bring him to Cesarea. In his vision, Peter saw unclean 
animals (unclean according to Jewish law) and received an order 
from God to kill and eat them. Peter refuses saying that he doesn’t 
eat anything unclean.  He had the visions three (3) times, and each 
time a voice from Heaven tells Peter not to call anything The Lord 
made common or unclean.  As Peter was trying to understand the 
meaning of this vision, the men sent by Cornelius arrived. Then God, 
The Holy Spirit said to Peter, “Behold, three men seek you. But arise, 
get down, and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them” 
(10:19b-20). Peter went with the men to Cesarea, where he met 
Cornelius. He said, “You yourselves know how it is an unlawful thing 
for a man who is a Jew to join himself or come to one of another 
nation, but God has shown me that I shouldn’t call any man unholy or 
unclean” (10:28). 

I. The Gospel For All (Acts 10:34-40) 

(34) Then Peter opened his mouth and said, “Of a truth I perceive 
that God is not a respector of persons; (35) but in every nation He 
that feareth Him and worketh righteousness is accepted with 
Him. (36)The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of all): (37) that 
word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judea, 
and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John 
preached; (38) how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth, with The 
Holy Ghost and with power, who went about doing good and 
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healing all that were oppressed by the devil; for God was with 
Him.  (39) And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in 
the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and 
hanged on a tree: (40) Him God raised up the third day, and 
shewed Him openly;  

The Old Testament Scriptures always prohibited Jewish people from 
showing favoritism to wealthy or powerful people, and made it clear 
that Yahweh did not show favoritism to privileged people.  Unlike 
some in our some modern churches that may treat members 
differently when visitors come in. 

The favoritism that Peter is talking about is favoritism toward the 
people of Israel. As I mentioned, God chose Abram and Abram’s 
descendants, bringing them into a covenant relationship that made 
Israel to be known as God’s chosen people. This covenant wasn’t 
designed to give the ancient Jews the “big head.” It was the fore-
runner to the covenant established by Jesus and the gift of salvation 
offered to all people. As the Apostle Paul said, because of Christ’s 
work, “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free 
man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Peter’s phrase, “every nation,” clearly 
means people from every Gentile nations. 

God is not partial to people of a particular race, he is partial to those 
who fear (that is, reverence Him) and who do the right thing. The 
standard for righteousness in the past was keeping the Jewish law. 
However, Peter says that he now understands that God was teaching 
him that fearing God and doing what is right are the criteria by which 
God will judge.  Doing “what is right” is acknowledging that God 
expects a relationship between faith and behavior. A person who 
reverences God will try to honor God by acting in accord with God’s 
will. God’s grace is necessary, because “all have sinned, and fall 
short of the glory of God,” but God knows our hearts. God knows 
whether we are trying to honor Him by doing His will or if it is for our 
own glory. It is not acceptable to profess faith while making no effort 
to do God’s will. 
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The peace that comes from knowing Jesus is not self-centered but 
God-centered—the kind of life that willingly submits to God’s will—
the kind of life that make it possible to sleep at night, knowing that 
one has tried to do the right thing.  It is kind of peace with God that 
one achieves by honoring the first commandment (“love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind”)—and the kind of peace that one achieves 
with other humans by honoring the second commandment (“love 
your neighbor as yourself”. 

This kind of peace can’t be achieved by a person’s own efforts. God 
sent the message of peace “by Jesus Christ.” Jesus makes it 
possible to achieve this peace, because “He is Lord of all”—not just 
of Jews, but also of Gentiles—not just of whites or blacks—not just of 
men or women—not just of rich or poor—not just of Americans or 
Europeans or Africans or Asians—”He is Lord of all.” 

Peter references the preaching of John, The Baptist who came 
“preaching a baptism of repentance for remission of sins,” saying  
“Make ready the way of The Lord. Make his paths straight,” so that 
“All flesh will see God’s salvation.”  In John’s teaching and preaching 
people asking him practical questions on how they could right their 
wrongs: 

•  When people asked what they should do, he told them to share 
their clothing and food with those in need (Luke 3:10-11). 

•  When tax collectors asked what to do, he said, “Collect no more 
than that which is appointed to you” (Luke 3:13). 

•  When soldiers came, he said, “Extort from no one by violence, 
neither accuse anyone wrongfully. Be content with your wages” 
(Luke 3:14). 

Jesus modeled the kind of behavior that He expected of his disciples. 
In His ministry He helped people who were in desperate need—
people who could not be expected to return the favor. When Peter 
spoke earlier of “works righteousness” (v. 35), this is one of the 
things he meant.  These are the same types of works that Jesus 
expects from us as believers now.  All believers are not expected to, 
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and cannot, perform miracles of healing and raising people from the 
dead and many other gifts of The Spirit because God didn’t give all 
gifts to one person.  We are expected to use the gifts that God did 
give us individually to do good to people in need.  

II.  The Gospel To All (Acts 10:41-47  

(41) not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before of God, 
even to us, who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from 
the dead. (42) And He commanded us to preach unto the people, 
and to testify that it is He which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead.  (43)To Him give all the prophets 
witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall 
receive remission of sins.  (44) While Peter yet spake these words, 
The Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.  (45) And 
they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many 
as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured 
out the gift of The Holy Ghost.  (46) For they heard them speak 
with tongues, and magnify God.  Then answered  Peter, (47) “Can 
any man forbid water that these should not be baptized, which 
have received The Holy Ghost as well as we?”  

To serve as a witness, one must have first-hand knowledge of that to 
which one bears witness. The apostles knew of Jesus’ crucifixion 
and burial, but they especially knew first-hand of His resurrection. 
Before they had seen the risen Christ, they were in hiding, fearing 
that the authorities would come after them next. But they were 
transformed by seeing the risen Christ. They came out of hiding and 
proclaimed Jesus publicly to the crowds assembled for Passover in 
Jerusalem—where Jesus was killed. 

Luke writes about an incident in which Jesus appeared to the 
apostles and He invited them to touch Him to see that he was not a 
ghost. Reminiscent of when He told Thomas to touch Him so that he 
could believe.  The apostles had asked Christ to increase their faith, 
and these interactions would do that and make them more 
committed to their witness of Christ.  
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Jesus commanded the apostles to preach “to the people.” They 
initially took this to mean the people of Israel, but are now coming to 
the realization that Jesus intended them to preach to all people. 

We just finished three lessons on the happenings that the Apostle 
John wrote about in the Revelation, and in those chapters we studied 
talked about the end times or “eschatology,” that shows that Jesus is 
the end times judge as spoken of in the gospels. Indeed “All the 
prophets testify about him” (v. 43a). When Jesus as a baby and Mary 
and Joseph brought Him the temple to present Him to The Lord, 
Simeon said, “Master, according to your word, in peace; for my eyes 
have seen your salvation ” (Luke 2:29-30). The prophet Anna “gave 
thanks to The Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who were looking 
for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). John the Baptist was 
Israel’s first great prophet in four centuries, and his mission was to 
bear witness to Jesus. Jesus spoke of himself as the fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy. 

This is the message of the prophets “that through His name everyone 
who believes in Him will receive remission of sins”—that it is possible 
to receive forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ name by believing in 
Him.  The important thing to note here is that one must believe. 

CONCLUSION 

As a result of Peter’s testimony, God, The Holy Spirit comes into the 
lives of the Gentiles in Cornelius’ house, confirming God’s intention 
of including them among his holy people (10:44-48).  Peter reports 
his encounter with Cornelius to the church at Jerusalem. Jerusalem 
Christians will praise God and respond, “Then God has also granted 
to the Gentiles repentance to life.” 

Afterwards a large number of Gentiles will turn to The Lord in 
Antioch. The Jerusalem church will send Barnabas to investigate, 
and he will witness their grace and endorse their conversion (11:19-
24)—and it will be in Antioch that the disciples will first be called 
Christians (11:26).  God’s offer of salvation is as real today as it was 
during the days of the apostles and extends to everyone everywhere.  
It is the free gift from Christ Jesus and promises a new outlook on life 
and we will have His grace to help us in time of need.   
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