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FALL QUARTER: CELEBRATING GOD 

UNIT III:  Visions of Praise   -   November 21, 2021 

TITLE:  Family Restored 

TEXT: Revelation 19:1-8 

EXPOSITIONS: 

I. Hallelujah—Rejoice! (Rev. 19:1-4) 
II. Heavenly Rejoicing!  (Rev. 19:5-8) 

  

INTRODUCTION 

 Our objectives for our study this week are to continue to break 
down the scenes that the Apostle John records about his time in 
heaven.  In Chapter 18 we read that the earthly kingdom of Babylon 
and all it stood for is overthrown and now we read about the joy in 
heaven over this great victory over the world’s kingdoms and God’s 
universal reign.  As we go through the lesson, we will note that the 
kingdom of Satan is depicted as a great prostitute, or harlot, in the KJV, 
and the kingdom of God is shown as a virtuous bride.   

Although there was a city named Babylon, what that name 
represents in the Book of Revelation is a system of government 
representing every demonic power that tries to stifle God’s plan.  What 
are the implication of God’s victory for the believers?  What does God’s 
judgement include?  Who will enjoy the victory with Christ? 

I. Hallelujah—Rejoice! (Rev. 19:1-4) 

Revelation 19:1 "And after these things I heard a great voice 
of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and 
glory, and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God, (2) For 
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true and righteous [are] his judgments: for he hath judged 
the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her 
fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at 
her hand. (3) And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke 
rose up for ever and ever. (4 ) And the four and twenty 
elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God 
that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia." 

In Revelation Chapter 18 we saw the terrible destruction of 
commercial and political Babylon symbolized by its capital city 
of Babylon. Now the scene totally changes to heaven.  The 
Roman Empire was the new Babylon of its day because of all of 
the corruption and sexual immorality that went on there. “After 
these things” is a key time. It is a time after the destruction of 
Babylon at the end of the Great Tribulation and just before the 
eternal kingdom of God is established (chapter 20). This section 
bridges the Tribulation and the millennial kingdom. 

We hear the voices of the redeemed. This "great voice" is the 
voices of the redeemed of The Lord because of the number of 
people speaking. These words of praise are focused on The 
Lord Jesus Christ. The redeemed, the ecclescia (the called out) 
church are the ones who are praising.  

"I heard a great voice of much people in heaven": The people 
are the same with the 144,000 seen with the Lamb on Mount 
Zion (Revelation 14:1), and with those on the sea of glass, who 
had got the victory over the beast (Revelation 15:2), and are no 
other than God's covenant people, who are given to Christ, and 
made willing to be His in the day He comes in to His power.  
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Especially they will be at that time, when the nation of the 
Jews shall be born at once, and the fullness of the Gentiles will 
be brought in. And their collective voice on this occasion and 
the downfall of Rome, is said to be "great," and will join in 
acclamations of praise to our God. 

“Judgments”: Saints (believers) long for the day of 
judgment (see 6:10; 16:7; Isa. 9:7; Jer. 23:5). Godly people love 
righteousness and hate sin, for righteousness honors God and 
sin mocks Him. Believers long for a world of justice and it will 
come (verse 15; 2:27; 12:5). 

It appears that those who were redeemed were looking on 
from heaven and approving of the destruction and the end of 
the corrupt system of Babylon, because The Messiah was 
bringing justice and righteousness to the world. 

There is a reassuring tone here telling the Lord that He was 
justified in His judgment. They have long waited for the time 
when God's justice would triumph. Now that time had come. 

"Which did corrupt the earth with her fornication": The 
system of evil drew the kings and inhabitants of the Roman 
empire into wicked and idolatrous practices, and so corrupted 
and destroyed them in body and soul. 

"And hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand": 
And by these judicial dispensations God has taken vengeance 
on them for the blood of his saints. 
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“Smoke rose”: This is because of the fire (see 17:16, 18; 18:8-
9, 18; 14:8-11). This is saying that this judgment is permanent 
and is telling us it will never be built again. 

This destruction of the last, most powerful empire in earth’s 
history marks the end of man's day. The rebellion that had 
begun in the Garden of Eden is finally ended. Never again will 
there be more false religions, worldly philosophy, injustice or 
unrighteousness.  The depravity of man will finally be over. 

These twenty-four elders, I believe, are identified in Rev. 
21:12-14 as the twelve disciples of Christ (now Apostles) and 
the twelve Old Testament heads of the tribes of Israel. If they 
are not, it baffles me as to why the Almighty God would give 
them such honor by putting their names on His precious New 
Jerusalem. They are representative of the word of His 
Testament, both Old and New. 

“Four beasts”: The four beasts are the cherubim as described 
(in Rev. 4:6). These compose the same group as (in 7:11), and 
are associated with worship frequently (4:8, 11; 5:9-12, 14; 
11:16-18). 

II. Heavenly Rejoicing!  (Rev. 19:5-8) 

Revelation 19:5 "And a voice came out of the throne, saying, 
Praise our God, all ye His servants, and ye that fear Him, 
both small and great. (6) And I heard as it were the voice of 
a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as 
the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. (7) Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb 
is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. (8) And to 
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her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints." 

The speaker isn't identified but is probably an angel and 
refers to God as our God. His instructions are to praise God.  
The redeemed in heaven are called God's "Bond Servants." 

“Both small and great”: All distinctions and ranks are to be 
transcended. The small and the great mean everyone which 
includes all human categories and distinctions. All redeemed 
are told to praise God. 

“Omnipotent” means that God is all-powerful, and 
“reigneth” over His universe. “The marriage of the Lamb”: The 
“wife” or bride of Christ is the church (see Matt. 22:2-14; John 
3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32), and the marriage is the eternal 
union of the church with Christ following the event that has 
come to be known as the Rapture (see 1 Thess. 4:17). The “fine 
linen, clean and white”, represents the “righteousness” of the 
church, which has now been judged and purified at the 
judgment seat of Christ (see 1 Cor. 3:12-15; 2 Cor. 5:10). “The 
marriage supper of the Lamb” represents the millennial 
kingdom of Christ, which will take place on earth following the 
return of Christ (20:4; see Matt. 25:1-13; Luke 14:15-24). 

“Called”: Those who are invited to the marriage supper are 
Israel, who will turn to Christ in faith during the Tribulation (see 
Jer. 31:31-34; Zech. 12:10; 13:9; Rom. 11:25-27). “Worship”: 
Only God is to be worshiped (see 22:8-9; Acts 10:25-26). “Spirit 
of prophecy”: The person and message of Jesus is the essence 
of all true prophecy. 
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This group is without number. These are the faithful. When 
this great multitude begin to praise God, the volume would be 
so great as to sound like "mighty thunderings".  The marriage of 
the Lamb and the marriage supper of the Lamb "in heaven" 
(19:6-9), are evidence of the Church being in heaven prior to 
the return of Christ to earth. Christ is the Bridegroom at the 
marriage and his Church is the Bride. The word "church" (Greek 
ecclesia), appears nineteen times (in Revelation 1-3), and does 
not appear again until (Revelation 22:16), emphasizing the 
absence of the Church from the earth during the judgments of 
(Rev. chapters 4-18). 

“Lord God”: Used many times in Revelation as a title for God 
(see verse 15, 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 21:22). The great 
praise of the multitude sounds like a massive crashing of waves. 
Omnipotent means almighty: having unlimited power. When 
you couple that with "Lord", which means supreme in 
authority, and "God", which means supreme deity; you have an 
overwhelming understanding of Who this is. 

Then we look at "reigneth". This has no time element 
attached. It means continually reigns.  At this point the evil 
world system has been destroyed and God's kingdom has come 
into its fullness. 

The heavenly praise continues, this time for a call for 
gladness, rejoicing and giving God glory for a fifth reason, the 
marriage of the Lamb has come. 

“Marriage of the Lamb”: Hebrew weddings consisted of 3 
phrases: 
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(1)   Betrothal (often when the couple were children); 
(2)   Presentation (the festivities, often lasting several 
days, that preceded the ceremony); 
(3)   The ceremony (the exchanging of vows). 

The church was betrothed to Christ by His sovereign choice 
in eternity past (Eph. 1:4; Heb. 13:20), and will be presented to 
Him at the Rapture (John 14:1-3; 1 Thess. 4:13-18). The final 
supper will signify the end of the ceremony. This symbolic meal 
will take place at the establishment of the millennial kingdom 
and last throughout that 1000 year period (see 21:2). While the 
term “bride” often refers to the church,  (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:22-
24), it ultimately expands to include all the redeemed of all 
ages, which becomes clear in the remainder of the book. 

The marriage of the Lamb: The wife or bride of Christ is the 
church (Matt. 22:2-14; John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32). 
And the marriage is the eternal union of the church with Christ 
following the Rapture (see 1 Thess. 4:17). The fine linen, clean 
and white, represents the righteousness of the church, which 
has now been judged and purified at the judgment seat of 
Christ (1 Cor. 3:12-15: 2 Cor. 5:10). 

This is in total contrast to the harlot Babylon. Here we see 
the chaste virgin (faithful to Jesus).  At a marriage, there is 
rejoicing and giving of honor. The strange thing to me, is that 
Jesus would even have us. We have been washed in His blood, 
and we have on our white wedding garment ready for the 
wedding. I believe the word "Lamb" is used here, instead of one 



P a g e  | 8 
 

of the other names of Jesus, to show that we have been 
cleansed by His sacrificial blood. 

In ancient times, a marriage was the single greatest 
celebration and social event in the biblical world. Preparations 
and celebrations were much more elaborate than those of 
today.  As previously mentioned, there were three distinct 
stages which first involved the betrothal or engagement. This 
was an arrangement by both sets of parents, was legally 
binding and could only be broken by divorce. Then there was a 
time of preparation as the groom prepared for his bride.  
Second was the presentation which was a time of festivities just 
before the actual ceremony. Those festivities could last up to a 
week and sometimes even more depending on the economic or 
social status of the bride and groom.  Lastly was the wedding 
ceremony during which time the vows were exchanged.  The 
same imagery of a wedding picture's the Lord's relationship 
with His Church. 

“Righteousness of saints”: Not Christ’s imputed 
righteousness granted to believers at salvation, but the 
practical results of that righteousness in believer’s lives, i.e., the 
outward manifestation of inward virtue. The fine linen the 
bride is clothed in represents the righteous acts of the saints. 

These robes have been made white by the blood of the 
Lamb. This "righteousness" was not ours until we received the 
Lord Jesus into our lives and took on His righteousness. Our 
own righteousness had been as filthy rags, but Jesus replaced 
the filth with His righteousness. Just like, as many other places 
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in the Bible, "her" does not mean just women, it is the bride. All 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are the bride of Christ, 
whether they are male or female. 

CONCLUSION 

Remember when the devil tried to temp Christ when He was 
fasting in the wilderness?  He offered Christ all of the kingdoms 
of the world if He would worship him.  Of course, Jesus refused 
the offer.  All of the fineries of the world mean nothing to God. 
This tells us something about our approach to God. Salvation is 
not complicated…it is the acceptance of the free gift of 
salvation that Christ offers. He knows all there is about us 
already. We do not have to pretend to be something we are 
not. He accepts us plain and simple just as we are. 


