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Winter Quarter Theme:  Justice, Law and History 

Unit I:  God Requires Justice 

Title:  The Source of Justice 

Expositions: 

I. Description of a New Day (Isaiah 9:2-5) 
II. The Source and Permanence of a New 

Day (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In spite of all the advances of civilization, the world 

today is still desperate for peace and has a fear of war. 
When people observe the conflicts and the rumors of wars, 
gloom and despair hang over us like a thick darkness. Of all 
of the troubled spots in the world probably the most 
prominent of them all is the Middle East. Peace there has 
been the pursuit for centuries. While there have been 
scores of efforts to bring about peace between Israel and 
Syria and the Palestinians, no one would be surprised if war 
broke out tomorrow. 

Peace movements and peace negotiations proceed all 
over the world. Stronger countries believe that peace must 
be negotiated from a position of power; radical groups 
believe that terror will force the issue. I’ve often wondered 
how peace can be brought about through war. Through 
wars, we are left with a more dangerous and more 
frightening world than ever before. And we are left 
wondering if anyone is really interested in peace and 
righteousness and justice for all, or just in securing their 
own interests? 
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The core issue has been from the beginning and is still 
the presence of evil. It sets brother against brother, and 
nation against nation. Ultimately, the world’s gloom and 
despair is linked to spiritual darkness.  The Bible comforts 
and reminds those of us who have come to trust in Jesus 
Christ not to despair as if there is no hope. We have the 
revelation of our Lord that not only announces His sovereign 
reign but also charts the course of world events. One of the 
most significant revelations is found in Isaiah 9. 

Against the background of the prophecy of war and 
destruction, darkness and gloom (chapter 8) Isaiah gave 
this prophecy about the Messiah—the glorious coming king. 
“Messiah” is a Hebrew term that means “anointed one,” that 
is, the anointed king. In a sense, every king who was 
anointed in Jerusalem as a descendant of David would be 
called a “mashiah” (pronounced mah-she-ack), a messiah. 
But the Bible tells how ultimately a son of David would come 
who would be known as “the Messiah.” We believe that 
Jesus Christ is that Messiah. The New Testament word 
“Christ” is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word 
“Messiah.” This Messianic Prophecy, then, holds out hope 
for peace and righteousness through the reign of Jesus the 
Messiah. 

 
The verses that focus on the nature of the Messiah are 

critical, for therein lies our hope for everlasting peace. The 
names and attributes that Isaiah ascribes to the Son, shows 
how these descriptions fit perfectly the nature of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

Isaiah was an 8th century B.C. prophet that prophesized 
beginning around 740 B.C. But, Isaiah’s prophesies 
continued well beyond his time with his writings describing 
the coming of Christ in great detail.  Isaiah called the 
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ancient Israelites to trust God, and when they did not, he 
condemned them for it.  When Israel betrayed God by 
trusting in false idols, Isaiah called them out by reiterating 
the difference between the living God and false gods…God 
acted in history; idols did not…God could reveal the future; 
idols could not…God is eternal; idols are man-made and 
amount to nothing. 

 

I. Description of a New Day (Isaiah 9:2-5) 

 
“(2)  The people that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light shined. (3) Thou has 
multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy 
before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil.  (4) For Thou hast 
broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of 
Midian. (5) For every battle of the warrior is with confuse 
noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with 
burning and fuel of fire.” 

It is said that the darker the cloud, the brighter is the 
rainbow. The prophecy in this section has for its historical 
background the disastrous reign of the weak and wicked 
Ahaz, during which the heart of the nation was in despair 
because of the constant threat of foreign invasion by 
surrounding nations. The prophet predicts a day of gloom 
and anguish, and then, out of the midst of his gloomy 
predictions comes this glorious vision, sudden as sunrise.  
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Image is heaped on image to tell what the blessedness 
of the rule of the Christ would look like {Isaiah 9:2 - Isaiah 
9:5}. Each trait of the description has a meaning far beyond 
that limited application. Isaiah may, or may not, have been 
aware of ‘what’ or ‘what time’ his words portrayed in their  
true meaning, but if we believe in supernatural prediction 
we can understand that it was the voice of the God, The 
Holy Spirit that was speaking through Isaiah and that God’s 
Word is always true.  God means what He says. 
 
     First we have the picture of the nation groping in a 
darkness so thick that they could almost feel it.  Darkness is 
a metaphor for ignorance, sin, and sorrow, and these things 
were hanging over the people like a shroud, like death itself 
cast its shadow. This darkness continues to hang over man-
kind today and, it still has its roots in serving evil.  I John 1:5 
states in part, “…God is light and in Him is no darkness at 
all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”  From 
Romans 1:21, “…although they knew God, they did not 
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in 
their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”   

But there is good news!  Through that dismal gloom 
there shines all at once a ‘great light,’ the emblem of 
knowledge, purity, and joy. The daily mercies that God gives 
to His people because of His faithfulness shows the good 
news to a heart that believes in God; because it announces 
the divine will of God that all who sit in darkness shall be 
enlightened, and that every night prepares the way for the 
freshness of a new morning. As surely as the dawn floods all 
the world, so surely will all who walk in darkness see the 
Great Light.  Will all be changed by that Light?  No, modern 
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man resists the Light still as did so many that came before 
them.  Nevertheless, we still know and believe that Jesus is 
‘the light of the world.’ 
   

Though Israel had been depopulated by war and 
imprisonment, verse 3 predicted that their numbers would 
increase. That increase follows the dawning of the light, 
because men will flock to the ‘brightness of its 
rising.’ We know that the increase comes from the attractive 
power of the Cross, drawing people of all nations to it and 
that enlarged nation is to have abounding joy. 
 
     The joy is described in words which dance and sing, like 
the gladness of which a new day should bring. The gladness 
of the harvest-field, when labor is crowned with success, 
and the joy of the victors as they share in the spoils of 
victory. I’m not a farmer but I can definitely share in the joy 
of reaping a harvest although I have not sowed the seed. 
Christ has given us victory over death when we didn’t have 
to suffer for it; we have only to enjoy the results of His toil. 
We glory in a victory which we have not won. He has bound 
the strong man, and we share the benefits of His 
overcoming the world.  So complete is the victory that even 
the weapons of the conquered are destroyed. Our King has 
been manifested, and He will destroy the powers by which 
evil binds us. 
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II. The Source and Permanence of a New 
Day (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

 
(6) “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  (7) Of the 
increase of His government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even forever.  The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this.” 

     I personally don’t know of anyone else in my limited 
knowledge of history that could have fulfilled this prophecy 
other than Jesus Christ!  The hopes of ancient Israel, and 
the hopes of the modern world, did not and do not lay in the 
hands of a person, a political party, the laws of the land, our 
technological progress and advancement of civilization, 
fame or fortune, but our hope rests on the living Person of 
the Lord Jesus, The Christ in whom all of the principles 
which make righteousness and blessedness for individuals 
and communities are entwined, and characteristics of The 
Christ work perpetually in mankind.  No…not in all mankind, 
but certainly in those who have accepted Christ’s offer of 
salvation through His sacrifice. 
 
     Isaiah, in this part of the prophecy, was speaking about 
greater things than he knew about. And we miss the 
meaning as well if we don’t get the certainty of the coming 
of Messiah with His wondrous attributes of power and divine 
gifts, by whose reign light, gladness, and liberty can belong 
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to the oppressed nation and the believing individual.  
 
     I know that there are those in our world that try to dispel 
the application of ‘Mighty God,’ ‘Everlasting Father,’ to 
Jesus.  There are so many great teachers of the Biblical 
history that have yet to touch the subject. It is my personal 
belief that these descriptions are actually stated as one 
great name that describes what The Messiah is to His 
people (Mighty God), and the points to the character 
(Everlasting Father) of His dominion throughout the whole 
earth. ‘A wonder of a counsellor,’ suggests that He gives 
His wise healthy direction to His people by His plans. For 
sure, He is a wonder to my soul! He intends to do great 
things, and to reach them by a road which none would have 
imagined. The counsel to save a world, and that by dying for 
it, is the miracle of miracles.  
 
     Whether you believe it or not, Jesus The Christ is the 
earthly representative of divinity, as having God with Him 
and in Him as no other man has. The word ‘mighty’ implies 
victorious energy in battle. It is often applied to human 
heroes, whether real or imagined, and has a warlike 
connotation. Therefore, God’s divine strength is an 
indication that His plans cannot and will not be toppled over 
by man-kind’s governments. 

 

conclusion 
     At one point during his very vivid describing of the 
coming of Jesus in great detail, Isaiah pauses and seems to 
consider those who would be reading the words of this 
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prophecy not only in his time but in ours and writes in Chp. 
53:1, “Who has believed our report?  And to whom has the 
arm of The Lord been revealed?”  Certainly not everyone 
believed then and not everyone believes now. But Isaiah is 
not deterred as he continues to describe the Christ in the 
remaining chapters.  You see, the names and attributes 
Isaiah describes in these short verses are not all of the 
qualities of our Savior.   

     Time does not permit us in all of our Biblical studies, or 
Pastor Dickey in all of his God proclaiming sermons, to tell 
of all that describes our Savior.  That is why the Bible is The 
Living Word of God!  God is ‘the Father of Eternity’ and His 
Word is ever-revealing our current circumstances.  We 
constantly need His guidance, His love, His protection, His 
provisions, His salvation. He is The Father of all of His 
people.  The Christian should not forget that Jesus is the 
source of life to us. He is ‘the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and forever.’ 
 
     He is ‘the Prince of Peace,’ for He brings peace which will 
one day quiet the noise of war.  His kingdom will be without 
end and eternal, and it never will falter nor sink, as earthly 
thrones must do. With 100% accuracy the prophet lets us 
know that God’s righteousness outlasts sin, and will survive 
the wreck that has become of mankind. 

     Jesus is The Wonderful Counsellor that needs no teacher; 
He is Himself the teacher of all truth, and it is His desire that 
all may have His direction, and those who follow it will not 
walk in darkness. 


