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The present situation in Haiti – the inhumane 
conditions in which so many people there live 
– has its source in slavery   The fact that the 

former slaveholding nations of the world have never 
repented or been held accountable for their crimes 
is nowhere better illustrated than in Haiti   The driv-
ing idea of slavery – that some human beings may be 
exploited for their labor and stripped of their rights 
because they are inferior – continues to inform the way 
nations including the United States and France relate to 
Haiti today 

Two thousand fourteen will mark the tenth year 
of intensified war made on the Haitian people by the 
US, France, Canada, and the United Nations   It has 
been a war fought on political, economic, and social 
grounds – a war sustained by military occupation and 
economic strangulation   Though we identify February 
29, 2004 as the commencement of the present crisis in 
Haiti, the war against Haiti is but a continuation of the 
two-hundred-year-old siege against her fight for self-
determination   

Over two hundred years ago, as news of the Haitian 
Revolution spread throughout the slaveholding United 
States, slaves and freedmen drew hope and inspiration 
from the Haitian example   After the uprising broke out 

in 1791, fearful slave-owners in the US passed new laws 
that further subjugated both slaves and free blacks   
The thirteen-year war – and the ultimate success of 
the revolution – utterly upheaved the power relations 
of the Western world and completely transformed the 
landscape of possibilities for slave and free, white and 
black, throughout the Americas 

Today, the Haitian struggle for autonomy again has 
the potential to play a transformative role in a world in 
which the inequitable distribution of resources is taken 
for granted as the only viable way of life for humanity   
The Haitian struggle – in which people are demanding 
their rights to the things that constitute a free, dignified 
life – challenges the values and worldview of the politi-
cal and economic superpowers   The Western world 
is dismissive of the descendants of slaves; it forgets or 
ignores that the kidnapping, selling, buying, and forced 
labor of human beings was the chief cornerstone of 
its wealth; and it ridicules and marginalizes any voice 
that dares to assert that the descendants of slavery are 
deserving of reparations 

The history and fate of the Haitian people are inter-
twined with that of the African diaspora   Given that 
slavery – which uniquely reshaped the modern world – 
is the critical source of inequality and injustice in Haiti 
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and the United States, and because their subsequent 
histories are interconnected, the present struggles for 
liberty and for equal opportunity in these nations are 
linked   This is a central premise of this newsletter    
While most of the articles will focus on Haiti, our pur-
view will not be limited to Haiti    Rather, Haiti Solidar-
ity, as the name implies, will be used as an instrument 
that promotes the underlying unity of our struggles   
And while we believe in the necessity of solidarity, we 
will operate from the principle that the oppressed are 
the ones most capable of telling their own story   

The people of Haiti – as do people fighting for 
liberation the world over – have their own voice   That 
voice is clear, articulate, and justified   But historically, 
when it has tried to gain traction outside of Haiti, it 
has been manipulated, marginalized, ridiculed, and 
ignored   With Haiti Solidarity, our hope is to comple-
ment the voices calling for liberty and a people’s right 
to self-govern, in Haiti and elsewhere in the world   
Our hope is to echo the minimized, undervalued, and 
yet critical stream of voices that expose racism and 
manmade poverty   With the publication of this news-
letter, we will continue to raise our voices as part of the 
Haitian people’s ongoing struggle for liberation and 
self-determination   

It is appropriate for anyone wishing to offer assis-
tance to the Haitian struggle for liberation – or to any 
liberation struggle – to first pose the question: What is 
my (our) relationship toward Haiti, and what should it 
be?  As ever, the solutions may be found in an exami-
nation of history and in a recognition of the notion 
that the people belonging to a particular group are 
the rightful arbiters of their own destiny   This and the 
following perspectives will be communicated in this 
publication: 

1  The February 29, 2004 coup d’état that overthrew 
Haiti’s democracy was engineered by the United 
States, France, and Canada   Since that date, Haiti 
has been an occupied country   Today, the US con-
tinues to pull the strings of Haiti’s de facto govern-
ment and economy   The occupation will not be 
over until, at minimum, (1) Haitians can have free, 
inclusive elections unencumbered by violence and 
intimidation; and (2) foreign military forces leave 
the country 

2  The United Nations military force is unwanted 
by most Haitians, and their presence since 2004 has 
done far more harm than good   The United Na-
tions in Haiti are neither peacekeepers nor benign 
but are there to legitimize and further the goals of 
another US occupation 

3  Lavalas is the political party with which the ma-
jority of the Haitian grassroots movement identifies   
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, twice elected President by the 
overwhelming majority, continues to be an important 
representative of this movement    

4  The historical foundation for the crises in Haiti 
is slavery, colonialism, and a persistent exploitation 
of the Haitian masses   The poverty in Haiti today is 
manmade   If the wealth of ingenuity and creativ-
ity in the Haitian people were not suppressed, Haiti 
would be entirely transformed 

5  For the past two hundred years, US policy toward 
Haiti has remained fundamentally the same   Across 
administrations and party lines, US foreign policy 
toward Haiti has consistently been dictated by of 
racism, exploitation of labor, and paternalism  

(continued on page 11)
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Haitian President Michel 
Martelly has inspired popu-
lar opposition to his regime 

since his election in the runoff elec-
tion of May 2011   Martelly came 
to office in a grossly unrepresenta-
tive process that excluded Fanmi 
Lavalas, the country’s most popular 
party   He has been closely linked 
with figures around former dictator 
Jean Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier, 
whom Martelly warmly welcomed 
back from luxurious exile in France 
in January 2011 

The demobilization of the hated 
Haitian military in 1995 was proba-
bly the most popular act of President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who was 
twice ousted in US-backed coups, 
which Martelly supported   Mar-
telly’s announcement in September 
2011 that he intended to bring back 
the Haitian military was the first of 
many unpopular moves   Martelly 
also sang the praises of well-armed 

paramilitaries who emerged in mili-
tia camps in early 2012 

In October 2011, Martelly or-
dered the arrest of a sitting member 
of Parliament, Arnel Belizaire, after 
a verbal altercation, but popular op-
position forced Martelly to let Be-
lizaire go free 

In February 2012, Martelly 
marched with a Carnaval band 
that tried to crash an international 
conference at the State University   
Denied entrance, Martelly’s thugs 
attacked students, arresting and 
wounding several 

May through July 2012 saw 
protests opposing forced evictions 
of earthquake survivors in refugee 
camps   In the community of Jalouzi, 
impoverished long time residents 
were given notice to leave to create a 
more pristine view for a new luxury 
hotel (funded in part by Bill Clin-
ton’s foundation) 

Martelly also went after report-

ers   In a September 2012 report, The 
Institute for Justice and Democracy 
in Haiti documented “intimidation, 
threats, destruction of their media 
equipment, and retaliation by Presi-
dent Martelly and his administration 
against progressive journalists for 
critical reporting, which has created 
an atmosphere of fear and a chilling 
effect on journalists’ freedom of ex-
pression ”

Corruption scandals have be-
deviled Martelly   Dominican Re-
public journalist Nuria Piera re-
ported in April 2012 (later reported 
in Time) that Martelly was alleged to 
have accepted $2 6 million in bribes 
during and after the 2010 general 
election to ensure that a Dominican 
construction company would re-
ceive contracts under his presidency   
In his frequent travels, Martelly’s en-
tourage reportedly receives the fol-
lowing per diems from the Haitian 
government: Martelly $20,000 a day; 

Popular Democracy Under Attack in Haiti
Paramilitaries, Cronyism and Corruption

by Ben Terrall
updated by Charlie Hinton
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his wife $10,000; his children $7,500; 
and others in his inner circle $4,000; 
while most Haitians live on $1 to $2 
per day 

Questionable new taxes have also 
fed controversy  A $1 50 tax on mon-
ey transfers and a 5 cent per minute 
tax on phone calls to Haiti are al-
leged to support education, but the 
poor majority continue to face unaf-
fordable school fees, and critics say 
no money from this tax has gone to 
schools, while Haitian teachers have 
been marching to demand back pay 

Strikes and other actions spread 
throughout Haiti in September and 
October 2012, due to popular out-
rage at Martelly’s proposed changes 
to the Haitian constitution and the 
oppressive cost of living   On Oc-
tober 10, Haiti Liberte reported, 
“Large crowds are now calling on 
President Martelly to step down, ac-
cusing his government of embezzle-
ment, waste, corruption, nepotism, 
drug trafficking, lying, bluffing, and 
failure to keep its promises ”  Cities 
throughout the country experienced 
anti-Martelly demonstrations in 
early October   On October 4 in Petit 
Goave, when Martelly inaugurated 
one kilometer of road funded by 
USAID, Martelly’s security guards 
clubbed protestors, burned mo-
torcycles, and fired tear gas, which 
killed an octogenarian Haitian 

On November 8, several grass-
roots organizations staged a protest 
of thousands against the Martelly 
government, demanding an end to 
waste and corruption, rehiring of 
public employees sacked through 
privatization of state run enterprises, 
and “down with pink hunger” – pink 
being the color of Martelly’s politi-
cal party – hunger being the chronic 
state of Haiti’s masses 

While anti-Martelly demonstra-
tions have rocked Haiti, rightwing 
pressure on human rights activists 
has escalated   Besides attacks on 
journalists, three Haitian attorneys 
who have been outspoken in their 
defense of human rights have been 
targeted – Mario Joseph, Newton 
Saint Juste, and Andre Michel 

When a Haitian judge dismissed 
political violence charges against 
Duvalier on January 30, 2012, At-
torney Joseph held a press confer-
ence denouncing the judge’s order as 
legally baseless and politically mo-
tivated   After the press conference, 
Joseph received regular violent tele-
phone threats, the untraceable caller 
saying, “We are going to kill you,” 
and similar threats 

Joseph is now the leading law-
yer for victims in the prosecution 
of Duvalier   The Duvalier regime 
killed or imprisoned tens of thou-
sands of political opponents, while 
stealing hundreds of millions of dol-
lars designated for development of 
Haiti’s infrastructure and economy   
Duvalier still has many supporters 
in Haiti, some of whom are armed 
and have a history of killing politi-
cal opponents   Many Duvalier vic-
tims contacted by Joseph and his 
colleagues, even some living in the 
US, refuse to testify out of fear of re-
taliation   In September, a group of 
the former dictator’s supporters and 
lawyers closed down a press confer-
ence in Port-au-Prince, where Jo-
seph’s clients and other Duvalier vic-
tims were scheduled to speak 

Saint Juste and Michel have also 
been targets of death threats at their 
homes and offices   On October 17, 
Michel – representing 77 grassroots 
organizations – wrote to the UN 
peacekeeping head, Mariano Fer-

nandez, denouncing the presence of 
the UN mission in Haiti   The letter 
read that the 1987 Constitution has 
been put on hold, “because the pres-
ence of UN troops is a hindrance to 
its application ”

Michel and Saint Juste recently 
traveled to Washington to describe 
the situation in Haiti to the Inter-
American Commission on Human 
Rights   Together with American 
lawyers, they plan to initiate pros-
ecutions for money laundering 
against Martelly’s family   Saint Juste 
and Michel have been key figures in 
attacking alleged schemes by which 
Martelly set up his wife and son as 
heads of projects that siphon off state 
monies over which the Haitian Sen-
ate has no jurisdiction 

An AP article of April 17 this 
year reports the beating death of a 
man in the hands of the police in 
Port-au-Prince: “Amnesty Interna-
tional said that Civil Merius was de-
tained by police and ‘allegedly’ beat-
en after protesting an early-morning 
arson attack on Camp Acra, the set-
tlement where he and thousands of 
others lived in the Haitian capital of 
Port-au-Prince ”  Merius and others 
had gone to the police asking them 
to investigate the arson, but the po-
lice refused to help them   Instead 
they arrested Merius and at least one 
other person, who was also injured   
The “alleged landowner” is trying to 
evict the people in the camp 

Pierre Labossiere of the Haiti 
Action Committee says, “Our sisters 
and brothers in Haiti need interna-
tional solidarity as they stand up to 
continued attacks on popular de-
mocracy   The Martelly regime has 
shown what it is about, and       the 
99% in Haiti have had enough of the 
1% elites around Martelly ”  i
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How USAID Undermines Democracy
10 things to know about the US Agency for International Development in Haiti

by Leslie Mullin

USAID PAID MILLIONS TO HAITI'S DIC-
TATOR, FRANCOIS "PAPA DOC" DUVA-
LIER, to boost US influence in the region after 
the Cuban revolution  Thirty to fifty thousand 

people were killed under Duvalier’s regime while aid 
funds were siphoned into his private accounts   Under 
Duvalier, assembly production for American corpora-
tions became the blueprint for Haiti’s economic depen-
dence on the US  The formula, essentially unchanged 
to this day, backs Haiti’s ruling elite while turning Haiti 
into a low-wage export-focused economy offering prof-
its to foreign investors  Haitians call it “the death plan ”

USAID BACKED DUVALIER'S SON, JEAN-
CLAUDE "BABY DOC," with plans to pro-
mote Haiti as the “Taiwan of the Caribbean ” 
American taxpayers funded the infrastructure 
that attracted US manufacturers to open assembly 
plants, helped by Haiti’s high unemployment, low 
wages and political repression  By the time of Duva-
lier’s fall, Haiti was the world’s ninth largest assembler 
of goods for US consumption, and the largest producer 
of baseballs 

USAID SABOTAGED HAITI'S DOMESTIC 
FOOD PRODUCTION.  As recently as 30 
years ago, Haiti produced most of its own food  
In the early 1980s, USAID conceived a plan, 

tied to Reagan’s Caribbean Basin Initiative, to integrate 
Haiti into the global market by redirecting domestic 
food production towards export crops   USAID experts 
shifted 30% of Haiti’s cultivated land from food for 
local consumption to export crops   Competition from 
cheap imports led to a rapid decline in Haiti’s food 

production  By 2008, local food production amounted 
to 42% of Haiti’s food consumption, compared to 80% 
in 1986 while the value of US agricultural exports to 
Haiti began to increase - from $44 million (1986) to 
$95 million (1989)  

USAID ENFORCED TRADE LIBERAL-
IZATION POLICIES THAT UNDERCUT 
HAITI'S RICE INDUSTRY.  Until the early 
1980s, Haiti produced the majority of its own 
rice  Now Haiti is the fourth largest importer of Ameri-
can rice   What happened? In 1986, USAID conditioned 
aid to the ruling military junta on lowering rice tariffs  
Haiti slashed its rice tariff from 35% to 3 5% (1986) 
and to 1 5% (1995)  American producers profited as 
cheap, heavily subsidized “Miami” rice flooded Haitian 
markets  Haitian rice production began to drop   One 
beneficiary was the Rice Corporation of Haiti (RCH), 
owned by Erly Industries - a massive US agribusiness  
In 1992, RCH negotiated with Haiti’s illegal coup gov-
ernment – a murderous military junta – to secure a 9 
year contract to import rice to Haiti  RCH was managed 
by the former director of the Caribbean Basin Initiative   

USAID "FOOD AID" IS GOOD FOR US 
AGRIBUSINESS, NOT FOR HAITIAN 
FARMERS.  Haiti’s domestic rice produc-
tion was undermined even more by the vast 

amounts of “free” American rice that USAID dumps 
on Haiti every year in the form of “food aid ” A recent 
report, Sak Vid Pa Kanpe: The Impact of US Food Aid 
on Human Rights in Haiti, examines how US food aid 
benefits the American companies who provide and 
transport it, but undermines local Haitian economies 

1

2

3

4

Since its inception in 1961, the US Agency for International Development (USAID) has 
operated in Haiti as an agent of US foreign policy. The political bias of its operations in 

Haiti goes back decades.  Here are ten things to know about USAID in Haiti:
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USAID DESTROYED THE HAITIAN CRE-
OLE PIG. The 1982 swine flu outbreak in the 
Dominican Republic provided the justifica-
tion for USAID to condemn Haiti’s 1 3 million 
pig population   Over a period of 13 months, enforced 
by Duvalier militia, the Creole pig was wiped out  In 
monetary terms Haitian peasants lost $600 million 
dollars  Haiti’s former President Aristide analyzed the 
outcome in his book, Eyes of the Heart, explaining the 
small, black, Creole pig was at the heart of the peasant 
economy and constituted the 
primary savings bank of the 
peasant population  What 
followed was a 30% drop in 
enrollment in rural schools 
and a dramatic decline in 
protein consumption in 
rural Haiti 

USAID HAS CONSIS-
TENTLY OPPOSED 
MINIMUM WAGE 
INCREASES IN HAITI.  

In 1991, USAID opposed a mini-
mum wage increase from $0 33 
to $0 50 per hour proposed by the 
Aristide government, claiming it 
was bad for business  The agency 
also countered a plan for tempo-
rary price controls on basic food 
so people could afford to eat  
After the 2010 earthquake, 
secret State Department 
cables show that the U S  Embas-
sy in Haiti worked closely with factory owners to block 
a small minimum wage increase for Haitian assembly 
zone workers, the lowest paid in the hemisphere  The 
factory owners, with backing of USAID, refused to 
pay $0 62 an hour, or $5 per eight hour day, a measure 
unanimously passed by the Haitian parliament in June 
2009 

USAID PROMOTED AND FUNDED THE 
2004 OVERTHROW OF DEMOCRAT-
ICALLY-ELECTED PRESIDENT ARIS-
TIDE. While millions of American dollars 
have propped up Haiti’s dictators, aid shifted abruptly 

away from Haiti’s first democratically elected govern-
ment  Under the guise of “democracy promotion,” US-
AID funneled millions to organize political opposition 
to Aristide and build conservative alternatives aligned 
with US interests   Just recently, USAID paid millions 
to fund the fraudulent Nov 2010 and March 2011 elec-
tions that excluded Haiti’s largest political party, Fanmi 
Lavalas, the party of President Aristide 

USAID EXTENDS ITS INFLUENCE BY 
FUNDING 
NGOs which 
receive 70% of 
their budgets 
from the agency   Over 
10,000 NGOs operate in 
Haiti with authorization to 

bypass the elected govern-
ment and serve as a permanent 

form of “soft” invasion   As far 
back as 1995, Clinton’s Dep-
uty Secretary of State Strobe 
Talbott reassured members 
of the Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee that, “even after 
our (military) exit in February 
1996 we will remain in charge 

by means of the USAID and 
the private sector ”

USAID BOASTS THAT 84 CENTS OF EVERY DOL-
LAR OF ITS FUNDING IN HAITI RETURNS TO 
THE United States in the form of salaries, supplies, 
consulting fees, and services   As the lead US agency 
for Haiti reconstruction, just 2 5% of USAID’s $200 
million in post-earthquake relief and reconstruction 
contracts had gone to Haitian firms by April 2010  US-
AID paid at least $160 million of its total Haiti-related 
expenditures to the Defense Department, FEMA, two 
US search and rescue teams, and itself   i
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Three years after the unprec-
edented earthquake in Haiti 
that extinguished at least 

300,000 lives and upended mil-
lions more, the world is asking the 
same questions that were posed six 
months, one year, and two years af-
ter January 12, 2010 

Why, after three years, is there 
so little evidence of reconstruction? 
Hundreds of thousands of homes 
and more than one thousand schools 
were destroyed on January 12, 2010; 
given that the world pledged near-
ly $10 billion in aid, why has there 
been hardly any construction of 
permanent housing or new schools? 
Three years later, why do more than 

350,000 Haitians remain homeless, 
living in tent camps, while foreign 
companies are opening new, multi-
million-dollar, luxury hotels?

The simple answer to these ques-
tions is twofold  Amongst those with 
the power and resources to effect 
change in Haiti, there is not the will 
to rebuild the country in a genu-
inely democratic and inclusive fash-
ion  Second, efforts to bring about 
an authentic reconstruction will be 

stunted, as long as Haiti — ruled by a 
government not chosen by the peo-
ple — continues to be under military 
occupation 

A recent report in the New York 
Times gives an account of the mon-
ey contributed by the world to assist 
the earthquake victims and to help 
rebuild Haiti and, in doing so, pro-
vides a rather mild criticism of the 
work of nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) there   As estimated 

The Debt 
Owed Haiti

by Nia Imara
This article was originally

published in January 2013 
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by the Times, of $7 5 billion in aid 
that has thus far been disbursed, half 
has gone to temporary relief aid, in-
cluding temporary shelters (that is, 
tents), clinics, schools, and emergen-
cy food relief  Of the remaining half, 
a small fraction has been allotted to 
actual reconstruction 

Most earthquake survivors, 
however, have yet to benefit from 
this aid in any meaningful or lasting 
way  Most of the money has gone to 
foreign NGOs and private contrac-
tors, for whom the earthquake has 
proved to be tremendously prof-
itable  When these groups spend 
their collected money, a significant 
percentage is invariably sucked into 
administrative costs before it ever 
reaches the Haitians for whom it 
was ostensibly intended  Oxfam, for 
instance, has spent more than one 
third of its $96 million budget (over 
a two-year period) on management 
costs  Additionally, many Haitians 
have expressed outrage at how such 
NGOs and private contractors have 
driven up the cost of living since the 
earthquake: while their employees 
rent expensive apartments, drive 
around in brand new cars, and shop 
at grocery stores that most Haitians 
cannot afford, a Haitian family in 
Port-Au-Prince is considered lucky 
if it can have at least one meal a day 

A report by the Center for Glob-
al Development corroborates the 
assessment of the New York Times 
that the reconstruction of Haiti’s 
infrastructure has been lethargic, 
largely because the recipients of aid 
money have, more often than not, 
been non-Haitian groups that have 
not prioritized actual reconstruc-
tion  The Center for Global Devel-
opment report, less conservative 
than the Times estimate, discloses 

that $9 04 billion in aid has been dis-
bursed since 2010, and that most of 
it has gone back to the donors, for-
eign NGOs, private contractors, and 
the United Nations 

THE LACK OF WILL

For all the data provided in 
the New York Times and the 
Center for Global Develop-

ment reports, they ultimately miss 
the fundamental reasons for why so 
little has improved in Haiti since the 
quake  In her Times article, Deborah 
Sontag attributes the virtual lack of 
reconstruction to the immensity of 
the undertaking; to the over-ambi-
tiousness of donors and aid organi-
zations; to the “weakness and vola-
tility” of the Haitian government  
She reports on how millions of dol-
lars have been siphoned by planning 
meetings that never produce tangi-
ble results, and how the handful of 
projects that were finally initiated 
— such as the American-subsidized 
construction of 750 houses in Cara-
col — were abandoned even before 
half-complete  

But to describe the reconstruc-
tion efforts of foreign organizations 
and the Haitian government as am-
bitious and “idealistic” must seem 
absurd to the homeless of Port-Au-
Prince who have watched luxury ho-
tels sprout up on the hills of Petion-
ville  This past December, after major 
setbacks three years ago, the Royal 
Oasis Hotel opened its doors onto 
128 rooms that cost more per night 
than most Haitians make in a year  
The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund invest-
ed $2 million in the hotel, which — 
though its construction began before 
the 2010 earthquake — reveals how 
expeditiously progress and profits 

can be attained in Haiti, if only there 
is the will  Best Western Premier is 
also scheduled to open a new hotel 
in Petionville, and the International 
Red Cross is said to be considering 
the building of a hotel on $10 5 mil-
lion worth of land it purchased with 
donations raised for quake recovery  
Meanwhile, according to the New 
York Times article, the same Red 
Cross is sitting on more than $500 
million in donations 

What Sontag refers to as the 
“weakness and volatility” of the 
Haitian government, a great many 
Haitians see as outright deceit and 
illegitimacy  In September, Octo-
ber, and November 2012, Haitians 
throughout the country staged dem-
onstrations to protest the repressive, 
corrupt administration of President 
Michel Martelly, who ascended to 
power a year after the quake through 
fraudulent elections  Dominican 
journalist Nuria Piera exposed Mar-
telly for accepting $2 6 million in 
bribes since the first round of presi-
dential elections in 2010  And Hai-
tian Senator Moise Jean-Charles re-
cently reproached him for getting a 
$20,000 per diem — paid by the Hai-
tian government — on his frequent 
trips abroad 

As a solution to the reconstruc-
tion stalemate, the Center for Global 
Development report recommends 
that donors be more supportive of 
the needs and priorities of the Hai-
tian government  But similar to the 
foreign donors and organizations 
that have attempted to reconstruct 
Haiti without seeking much input 
from Haitians themselves, these rec-
ommendations fail to see that the 
priorities of Martelly and his sup-
porters have never been those of the 
majority of the Haitian people  

(continued on page 10)
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FOX GUARDING
THE HENHOUSE

On each anniversary of the 
2010 earthquake, the U S  
media have remarked on 

the slow progress of reconstruc-
tion  They have generally attributed 
America’s and the world’s failure to 
live up to their promises to two in-
terrelated causes: the dysfunction 

of the Haitian government and the 
obstacles met when trying to work 
with Haitian leadership  But this 
perspective misleadingly presumes 
that the government, under Michel 
Martelly, has legitimacy  This point 
of view ignores the fact that the cur-
rent government was not democrati-
cally elected, since the most popular 
political party, Lavalas, was banned 
from participating in the last several 
elections  More fundamentally, it ig-
nores the reality that Haiti is under a 
destructive, military occupation that 
is maintained by some of the same 
parties who claim to want to rebuild 
Haiti 

It seems absurd that those re-
sponsible for undermining Haiti’s de-
mocracy and supporting repressive 
regimes — the Duvaliers, Martelly — 
should later rally to Haiti’s cause  It is 
common knowledge in Haiti that the 
United States, France, and Canada 
backed the February 2004 coup d’état 
in which then President Jean-Ber-

trand Aristide was forced into exile; 
without these nations’ financial and 
military support, the kidnapping/
coup and subsequent occupation 
would not have been possible 

Michel Martelly’s priorities are 
wholly opposed to those of most 
Haitians  Since his inauguration 
in March 2011, the public has con-
sistently called for his resignation  
In giving its support to Martelly, it 
would appear that the Obama ad-
ministration has implicitly thrown 
its weight behind his repressive poli-

cies — in the form of arbitrary ar-
rests and political persecution; his 
paramilitary activities, his launder-
ing of national resources; his designs 
to change Haiti’s constitution; and 
the forced evictions he authorized 
after the earthquake 

WHO OWES WHOM?

In February 2010, finance min-
isters from the G7 nations met 
and agreed to cancel Haiti’s bi-

lateral debt  The exact amount that 
was forgiven was not reported, but 
at the time Haiti’s debt was estimated 
at $1 9 billion, $1 2 billion of which 
was supposedly canceled by the G7 
the previous June  

Given that the earthquake dam-
age was estimated at nearly $8 billion 
— which surpassed Haiti’s gross do-
mestic product — the debt cancella-
tion was praised by some who noted 
the obvious: the Haitian people could 
now free up more of their limited 

resources for rebuilding  But if one 
understands the history of Haiti’s 
exploitation by some of these very 
same G7 nations — namely, France, 
the US, and Canada — one will see 
that their “forgiveness” was too little, 
too late  For this sort of forgiveness 
seems rather like a thief throwing a 
few coins to the victim he already 
robbed 

Twenty-one years after the Hai-
tian Revolutionary War ended, 
France demanded that its former 
colony pay 150 million gold francs as 
compensation for its losses, which 
included human “property ” In or-
der to make the payment — valued 
at $21 7 billion in 2002 — Haiti had 
to take out a number of loans from 
French and American banks, and 
her economy, infrastructure, and 
educational system suffered 

Why didn’t the G7 nations take 
this debt into consideration at their 
February 2010 meeting? The only 
alternatives are to condone or con-
demn France’s crime against Haiti  

Why didn’t the G7 nations con-
sider that most of Haiti’s recent 
“debt” was incurred prior to the first 
democratic elections in 1990? Loans 
that Haiti received during this pe-
riod fed and fattened the repressive 
Duvalier dictatorship, including the 
death squads that murdered tens of 
thousands of people  

Today, then, the question ought 
not be how much debt the world 
superpowers condescend to forgive 
Haiti, nor even how many millions 
they promise for earthquake relief  
Genuine rebuilding must take as its 
premise that the Haitian people are 
due a justice at least 200-years-old  
Their claims for justice are both le-
gally and morally sound and have 
been ignored for far too long   i

The Debt Owed Haiti
(continued from page 7)

Michel Martelly’s priorities are wholly 
opposed to those of most Haitians.
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6  Our analysis of developments in Haiti will stem 
from Haitians who are involved in grassroots strug-
gle   We do not intend to speak for Haitians but 
rather to stand in solidarity with the grassroots 

7  The struggle for liberation in Haiti and the strug-
gles for freedom and equal opportunity in other parts 
of the world are connected   Throughout its history, 
Haiti has been isolated and marginalized   Through 
massive misinformation campaigns in the media; 
through economic embargoes; through intentional 
or subconscious ostracism, Haiti’s story has been 
isolated and distorted   Yet the reality is that Haiti’s 
past and recent history has always had a reciprocal 
relationship with historical forces driving the rest of 
the world, especially the United States 

We share the aspiration of the Haitian people to 
end the present military occupation by the US and the 
United Nations   It seems impossible to imagine that a 
free Haiti would not contain certain key components: 
(1) the UN military force is gone from Haiti; (2) Lava-
las is able to freely and fully participate in the demo-
cratic process; (3) compensation measures are taken for 
the abuses suffered by numerous political prisoners and 
other victims of the occupation; and (4) Haitians enjoy 
autonomy and control over their natural and human 
resources 

In President Aristide’s most recent book, in which 
he excavates the roots of Krèyol in Swahili, he dem-
onstrates that the revolutionary character of Haiti is 
encoded in the name itself   An opening poem of Haïti-
Haitii? Philosophical Reflections for Mental Decoloniza-
tion explains the meaning of Haiti:

That is why we say:
Not! Not! Not! Not! Not! Not!
Resolutely, we have decided not to obey,
Obey, obey, obey, obey …
Until we all seize our liberty 

We swear,
And swear again:
There are 2 words:
First, Not [Hai]
Second, Obey [Tii]
Therefore, Do not obey
In Swahili: Haitii,
Which means: Do not obey 

That is why we say:
Haïti, Haitii, Haitii,
Until we become free:
Then truly, will
Our country’s name be
HAÏTI 

The indomitable WEB DuBois noted that most 
people cannot envisage a freedom that is not predicat-
ed on the enslavement of others   Through our solidar-
ity, we hope to learn from Haitians and from others 
fighting for justice   With our small contribution, we 
hope to enlarge the definitions of freedom and human 
equality   i

Understanding Haiti
(continued from page 3)
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“Persecuting Aristide is Persecuting Us”
A Statement from the Haiti Action Committee

On Wednesday, May 8, tens of 
thousands of Haitians gath-
ered at the Palace of Justice 

in Port-au-Prince to support former 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
who was summoned to court to be 
questioned about a thirteen-year-
old murder investigation   Mr  Aris-
tide was “invited” to appear in court 
by Judge Ivikiel Dabrezil, the tenth 
judge appointed to investigate the 
murder of internationally known 
journalist, Jean Leopold Dominique, 
who was shot in the courtyard of his 
radio station in 2000 

Members of Haiti’s most popular 
political party, Lavalas, as well as in-
ternational supporters, view this “in-
vitation” as the latest effort in what 
has been an ongoing assault against 
Haiti’s grassroots democratic move-
ment and its principal leader   The 
Haiti Action Committee includes 
itself amongst those who denounce 
unequivocally these attacks 

Since his return two years ago 
from forced exile, President Aris-
tide has reopened the University of 
the Aristide Foundation’s Medical 
School (UNIFA)   On September 26, 
2011 the Medical School once again 
opened its doors, seven years after 
the school’s forced closure by the 
US-orchestrated coup in 2004    Cur-
rently over 200 future Haitian doc-
tors are in attendance at the school  
Now a nursing school has opened as 
well  This is just the beginning of an 
initiative to improve healthcare for 

all Haitians   
Ever since Aristide and his fam-

ily returned to Haiti, he has been a 
particular target of Michel Martelly 
– who assumed the office of Presi-
dent in March 2011 as the result of 
fraudulent elections – and the oc-
cupation-installed Martelly admin-
istration   Two months ago, Aris-
tide was summoned to court in two 
separate cases   In Haiti, it is implicit 
that these ridiculous allegations are 
attempts to discredit President Aris-
tide’s reputation and delegitimize 
his current work   The efforts to link 
him in any way to the assassination 
of Jean Dominique – a journalist be-
loved by the people for his unbend-

ing criticism of U S  interference in 
Haiti – are equally outrageous  

Aristide has always been an ad-
vocate of the poor, and a proponent 
of an educational system that in-
cludes the poorest  Because he has 
been such an unwavering voice for 
the people’s movement, he is con-
sidered a threat to the US/UN oc-
cupation and the Martelly admin-
istration, which is in the process of 
bringing back the repressive institu-
tions of the Duvalier regime, includ-
ing the paramilitary and Haitian 
Army 

Yet, as ever, grassroots organiza-
tions throughout Haiti have a clear 
understanding of the repressive na-
ture of the May 8 summons   This 
attack against Aristide represents an 
attack against the entire democratic 
grassroots movement   Nevertheless, 
they accepted the “invitation” on 
their own terms and planned full-
scale support of Aristide on May 8, 
when thousands joined him at the 
Judicial Palace   Refusing to be intim-
idated, the organizations announced 
peaceful actions that Wednesday, 
which they chose to mark as the be-
ginning of a sustained campaign for 
the people’s full participation in the 
running of their country   

The Haiti Action Committee 
stands in solidarity with the people 
of Haiti as they struggle to regain 
national sovereignty, rebuild their 
democracy, and end the US/UN oc-
cupation   i

The people of Haiti stand for justice, but they are against the misuse of the justice system for political persecution.  
That is why they came out by the thousands on May 8, 2013, in support of former President Aristide.

Haiti’s majority says:
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