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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S NOTE
A Word from Joan Carey

SILVER LININGS
Living with 20/20 vision means you see the world with
great clarity. Living in the year 2020 is quite the opposite.
With the pandemic we have been shown just how
confusing and unclear our lives can become in a short
period of time. We are slowly accepting this new normal
and the necessity for creative ways to adapt.
The same is true for Firstfruits. By the abundant grace of
God and the generosity of our supporters, we are finding
our new normal. We have creatively adapted. We
continue to be a nurturing community for women on
their unique paths to a meaningful, lived faith.
And along the way we have been made keenly aware of the silver linings in the midst of the challenges.
Right before COVID hit, we had launched our new "We Awareness" Outreach Series - monthly gatherings
with organizations dedicated to helping the marginalized. As a result, we had cultivated a close
relationship with the MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary. As their needs grew through the pandemic,
Firstfruits was there to help with many carloads of food and essentials.
As the issues of racism and racial inequality were capturing our attention this summer, Firstfruits was
able to quickly organize multi-racial discussion sessions that proved to be inspirational and motivational.
And lastly, what appeared to be a huge inconvenience has turned into a venue for miracles. In an effort to
stay connected and safe, all of our sessions went virtual last Spring. Zoom turned out to be a blessing in
disguise - we are able to reach women who otherwise wouldn’t be able to join us, like Julie in Michigan.
One random Wednesday morning, Julie anonymously logged on to "Well Time," one of Firstfruits' most
popular offerings. She had never joined us before, so I was a bit unsure of just who this was. When it was
her turn to share, she told a story that had us all in goose bumps. Although she lives in Michigan, she had
attended a Firstfruits day years ago with her daughter-in-law who lives in Milwaukee. After being inspired
by an art class she took that day, she began painting and found she had a God given gift. It has
transformed her life. She then showed us a sample of her artwork, not coincidentally entitled "The
Woman at the Well."
It was in that moment we realized God was still at work in these challenging times, providing the silver
linings.
He is powerfully at work at Firstfruits too. You don’t have to have 20/20 vision to see that. It’s crystal clear.

-Joan
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OUR PROFILE
Reach, Goal, Mission

OUR REACH
Firstfruits welcomes women of all ages and
traditions from the greater Southeastern
Wisconsin area to nurture their faith through
our spiritual offerings, programs and events.

OUR GOAL
To assist each woman in deepening her
personal relationship with God. Firstfruits
also helps women awaken to their giftedness
and purpose – all done in community with
other women.

OUR MISSION
Firstfruits is a center dedicated to helping
women on their unique path to a meaningful,
lived faith.

Firstfruits is Catholic Christian in
tradition, ecumenical in outreach.

OUR
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Joan Carey, President
Mary Jo Nott, Vice President

"Firstfruits is a nurturing oasis of spiritual,
intellectual, social and emotional
support for all women!"
-ANNE

Tracey Fricker, Secretary
Debra Gallo, CPA, Treasurer
Stephanie Niederjohn

LEARN MORE
Visit us at www.firstfruits.info to learn
more about our organization and our
unique programming efforts.
Follow us for regular updates and news:

PROGRAMMING UPDATE

2020 In Review

2020 OFFERINGS
Before COVID struck, Firstfruits was providing
women with opportunities to nurture their faith
through our ever-popular programs like Weekly
Word, Clutter Busters, Spiritual Scholars and Well
Time. We had 20 women go through the Called &
Gifted Workshop to discover their gifts, and where
God might be calling them to use those gifts in
the world. We also provided a three-part vertical
retreat entitled February Fire. Participants were
led through a process of incorporating the rich
language of Scriptures of the day into exercises
and activities designed to facilitate lasting
change.
In January, we launched a new outreach program
entitled We Awareness. Monthly, we gathered with
staff and community members of various
organizations that provide aid for those in need.
The MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary and
Franciscan Peacemakers were the first two
groups that we gathered with. Other gatherings
were planned for March and April, but COVID hit.
Although we were not able to continue the
gatherings in person, the connections we had
already made put us in a position to quickly
provide food and other household essentials
when it was most needed. Carloads of goods were
delivered throughout the winter thanks to the
generosity of our Firstfruits family. Little did we

"Firstfruits kept me calm and
connected during these
challenging months of COVID.
I am so grateful!"
-PAM

know when we began those relationships just
what God’s plan was for this collaboration. All
involved felt very blessed.
We also were able to respond quickly when the
issues of race and racism took front and center in
late May. We offered Courtyard Conversations on
Racism, either in-person, socially-distanced in
the Firstfruits courtyard, or on Zoom. Using the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
pastoral letter "Open Wide Our Hearts," we
provided
enlightening
and
motivational
conversations that are still going on in our book
club, Spiritual Scholars.
The onset of the pandemic challenged many
institutions to think more creatively. Firstfruits
was no different. We faced that challenge, and
with the help of the creativity of the Holy Spirit,
we were able to adapt and continue our mission to
help women on their unique path to a meaningful,
lived faith. We continue to be a light in a dark
time.
WELL TIME
CALLED & GIFTED WORKSHOP
CLUTTER BUSTERS
WE AWARENESS
FEBRUARY FIRE
WEEKLY WORD
COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS ON RACISM
SPIRITUAL SCHOLARS

FINANCIAL REPORT
Firstfruits by the Numbers

FISCAL YEAR 2020 RECAP
Thanks to your generosity, Firstfruits has been
able to continue offering it’s ever-expanding
catalog of spiritual opportunities in our beautiful
gathering space in Elm Grove. With your help, we
have quickly reached a level of activity that taxes
our devoted team of volunteers.
In order to maintain the quality of the Firstfruits
experience, and at the same time grow in our
outreach and programming, we need to begin the
transition away from an all-volunteer base. With
sufficient funds, we can begin to develop and
justly compensate a team whose expertise will
allow us to continue to follow God’s plan for this
unique ministry.

8

# of unique
Firstfruits program
offerings

13K

pounds of food
donated to
outreach partners

29%
increase in
donations from
2019 to 2020

TO OUR SUPPORTERS
In Gratitude

OUR 2020 DONORS
Firstfruits could not be in the position we find ourselves today without the support of our donors.
We are grateful for your generosity, patience and flexibility as we navigate these uncharted times
together. We appreciate those who have given in time, talent and treasure this past fiscal year.
THANK YOU!
Jean Adamczyk
Tony & Sara Bartell
Christine Bartholow
Mari Jo Batchelor
Tanya Baynes
Pam Beckman
Abby Brzezinski
Fran & Anne Brzezinski
Kent Burnstad
Chelsey Cardona
Genell & Pablo Cardona
Ron Carey
Karlyn Cauley
Emily Chapman
Elizabeth Eaton
Pam Enright
Deborah Wenzler-Farris
Mary Ellen Felde
Joanne Foran
Tracey Fricker
Debbie Gallo
Lynda Gilpin
Alexandra Hoslet

Holt Family Foundation
Mary Janowak
Ruth & Vince Koehler
Cyndy Koobs
Mary Kozil
Jane Lippert
Maria & Mike Matar
Rhonda Matthias
Maureen Levenhagen
Mary McHugh
Monica Misey
Sue Naujokas
Stephanie Niederjohn
Therese Nitka
Mary Jo Nott
John Olesnavage
Clare M. Peters Charitable Trust
Jean Pitzo
Maryann Radowski
Cathy Rakers
Terrence & Marianne Roe
John & Carol Rubatt
Debbi Russo

Saturday Night Liturgy Group
Kerry Schnier
Carolyn Schuelke
Will & Jen Schultz
Ann Sherwood
Sue Devine-Simon
Judson Snyder
Mary Stachowiak
Jamee Stanley
St. John Vianney Parish
Human Concerns
Outreach Committee
Debbie Strachota
Mary Stoiber
Bruce Theobald
Vine & Branches Foundation
Thelma Walker
Chris & Lynn Zellmer

"Thanks to Firstfruits I have a new understanding of who God
made me to be and am living in ways the Lord always intended!
What a huge blessing Firstfruits has been!"
-DEB

Firstfruits is an independent, 501(c)(3), nonprofit organization sustained by support from participants,
parishes, organizations and numerous volunteers.

