
A Call to Action for A
Concerning Iowa Trend:

Decreasing Vaccination Rates

Children continue to be seen by providers for their routine well-child checks and maintain the
recommended vaccination schedule,
Partnership between primary care providers, public health, schools, community leaders and
families are needed to develop catch-up plans for previously missed well-child visits and
immunizations, and
Clear communication about the measures clinics are taking to protect against the spread of
COVID-19.

Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and American Academy
of Family Physicians (AAFP) recommends the following:

WHAT DO WE KNOW? 
Vaccines can protect small children, adolescents, and adults
from 17 preventable diseases. 

Between 2019 and
2020, non-Influenza
immunization rates

have dropped
considerably among

Iowa residents.
WHY DOES THIS MATTER?
Decreasing vaccination
rates put communities at
risk for outbreaks of
dangerous and deadly
diseases that are easily
prevented with safe and
effective vaccines. 

High rates of community
vaccination protects those
not able to receive vaccines,
like very young children and
people with compromised
immune systems.

Through their
Vaccines for

Children program
(VFC), the CDC
estimates that

vaccinations, via
avoided

hospitalizations and
lives saved, could

result in nearly $295
billion saved in

direct costs.

March 14, 2020: 
The first community-

spread COVID-19
cases were identified.

In the months following this first community-
spread COVID case, immunization rates for children
have dropped. 

This drop may be due to several reasons like
feelings of unsafety in medical settings from fear
of exposure to COVID-19 or the encouragement
for families/individuals to stay home.

Sources: CDC, IDPH, WHO



Promoting vaccinations to constituents and
friends/family in social media posts,
newsletters, and town hall meetings.

Supporting pro-immunization legislation.

Voting against bills that would weaken
Iowa's immunization laws.

CALL TO ACTION: 
Help the public health and medical
communities by:

 

A trend
appearing as

early as infancy,
non-Influenza

immunizations
have dropped
across all age

categories
among

individuals
residing in Iowa.

Iowa Immunizes is a coalition of individuals and organizations
committed to protecting the health of Iowans through vaccination of
children and adults.Iowa Immunizes is supported by Iowa Public Health
Association. www.iowaimmunizes.org

Sources: CDC, IDPH, WHO


