
Don Collins

Don Collins grew up in metro Detroit and came to California to attend Pomona College on an Air
Force ROTC scholarship in mathematics. After graduation and his commission, he worked as a

Public Relations Officer for the 1st Tactical Fighter F-15 Fighter Wing during the Gulf War 30 years
ago, and became the managing editor of the base paper upon returning from Saudi Arabia. Mr.
Collins has worked in the San Dieguito UHSD for 25 years, including doing part of his student

teaching at San Dieguito High School before it became San Dieguito Academy. Mr. Collins started
as a math and bilingual math teacher at Earl Warren Middle School, transferred to Sunset High

School teaching multiple levels of Math, English 11, Computer Applications, and running support
groups for a dozen years before arriving at Torrey Pines High School in 2010. He has led new

teacher BTSA training seminars in the district for two decades as well as becoming the first Sanford
Inspire National University Teacher Trainer in the country through a pilot program established in

partnership with the district several years ago. Mr. Collins currently teaches Business Math and
Academic Survival and serves as the Torrey Pines HS Socio-Emotional Intervention Coordinator

(SELIC) and TPHS Black Student Union Club advisor. "While 2020 has been a challenging year on so
many levels, I am reminded of Helen Keller's quote, 'Although the world is full of suffering, it is also

full of the overcoming of it.' I am inspired by the personal responsibility, resilience and self
management I see demonstrated by students every day in my classes. It is awesome to see the same
student learning, student connections and those incredible "A-Ha, I get it" moments happening in

distance learning classes as it does in person.  While I long for precedented times, during these
unprecedented times it is encouraging to watch our  students rise and adapt to difficult, stressful
and uncertain times. I remind them regularly this situation too shall pass, and it's on each of us to

do the day well to be prepared for when they can start manifesting themselves in bigger ways. I love
teaching financial literacy because of the relevant, life-long benefits of understanding concepts like

compound interest which will either work for you or against you based on your behavior and
understanding. Math is one of the best methods for developing problem solving and critical

thinking skills and research shows those skills are transferable to all other areas of their lives. I
strive to assist each student to find the courage put in their best effort, develop resilience in the face
of difficulty, establish routines and habits that support their lives and identify the skills they can use

to be independent, successful and happy when the leave Torrey Pines on their next adventure,
knowing that we are falcons forever." Mr. Collins and his husband Anthony have two-and-a-half

year old twin boys Floyd and Stanley and chihuahuas Napoleon and Rimbaud.
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