
  

 

A Word from Pastor Mark... 

Dear Friends in Christ at Immanuel, 

I look forward to getting to know you and learning your stories 

of life and faith in the days, weeks and months ahead. I will be 

listening for the Spirit’s presence in order to best discern how to 

serve as your pastoral leader. I’m ready and available to offer 

spiritual support when you experience illness or other distressing 

times of life. 

Please don’t hesitate to give me a call if you need pastoral care 

or assistance. My mobile phone number is 765-437-3879, and 

my email is marks@ilcevanston.org Know that for now my Sabbath day is Friday, yet I will be 

available for any emergencies that may arise. 

Each year during the Lenten season we journey to the cross. It’s a reminder that we’re called 

to die in order to live and that spiritual growth requires repentance and forgiveness, faith and 

doubt, grief and joy, as well as trusted companions on the way. 

I trust that God has some wonderful things in store for us as we embark on this ministry jour-

ney together.  

Deep Blessings, 

Pastor Mark 

 

"Every breath we draw is a gift of God’s love; every moment of existence is a grace." –

Thomas Merton 
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Worship Matters 

March 7 – Third Sunday in Lent  

When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce 

and profit-making can become our gods. We will welcome our new pastor, Rev. Mark Sloss, this Sunday. 

March 14 – Fourth Sunday in Lent  

Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. We look to the cross in 

faith for restored relationship to God, and for hope and healing. 

March 21 – Fifth Sunday in Lent  

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The 

church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ. 

March 28 – Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of 

striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surround-

ed by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on 

the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. 

Mark’s Passion Narrative Reading presents Jesus in his 

complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, 

scared, and forsaken.  We enter this holy week thirsty 

for the completion of God’s astonishing work. 

Holy Week 

April 1- Maundy Thursday @ 7:30 PM 

April 2- Good Friday @ 7:30 PM 

April 3 - Easter Vigil @ 7:30 PM 

April 4 - Easter Festival @ 10:30 AM  

Music at Immanuel in March 

We continue to gather virtually and blend our talents and gifts across 

the airwaves. March will mark another handful of collaborations with 

Christ Lutheran Church in Allentown, PA as we work our way down 

the Lenten path.  

We kick off March with a short and precious spiritual called "Any 

How" arranged by Evelyn La Rue Pittman. This gorgeous call and re-

sponse spiritual highlights dynamic contrasts and subtle tempo shifts. 

We continue with the John Goss motet "God So Loved the World" 

followed by a rousing setting of "Wondrous Love" by Carson Coo-

man, which shifts the traditional melody and meter in a new and 

fanciful way.  

We close Passion/Palm Sunday with our join choir's offering of 

"Christus Factus Est" by Felice Anerio. Our final March days will bring 

us into Holy Week and Easter joy as April dawns upon us.   

Immanuel Events 

Mar. 1     Welcome Pastor Mark! 

      First Day of Women’s History Month 

Mar. 3, 10   7:00 pm  Wednesday Lenten Worship &  
17, 24, 31    Discussion 

Mar. 4, 11, 25 10:30 am  Knitters & Quilters on Zoom 

Mar. 4, 11,   9:30 am  Coffee Connections 
18, 25 

Mar. 17       Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

Mar. 21     Noon   Council Meeting 

Mar. 23   7:00 pm  How to Be an Antiracist Book Discussion 

Mar. 28     Palm Sunday/Start of Holy Week 
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Wednesday Lenten Midweek Worship 

Worship at 7 pm on Zoom 

The Cup of Our Life: A Guide to Spiritual Growth, by 

Joyce  Rupp 

Our simple mid-week gathering worship offers time 

for spiritual growth in Word, Song and Fellowship. 

While it is not necessary in order to participate, Pastor 

Mark invites you to consider purchasing this daily/six 

week themed meditational resource for lent. Many 

used copies available!  https://www.amazon.com/Cup

-Our-Life-Spiritual-Growth/dp/1933495316 

Check our website Calendar at 

www.immanuelevanston.org or the weekly email for 

Zoom meeting info. 

March 7, Lent 3 

Exodus 20:1-17 

Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 
 

March 14, Lent 4 

Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 
 

March 21, Lent 5 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16 

Hebrew 5:5-10 

John 12:20-33 

March 28, Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31-9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Mark 14:1-15:47 or 

Mark 15:1-39 [40-47] 

 

Daily lectionary readings can be found at 

www.dailylectio.net 

March Scripture Readings 

Dear friends in Christ at Immanuel: 

What a rich and tender farewell and cele-
bration for the end of Immanuel’s transition 
time. Once again, you didn’t let the pan-
demic stop you! The cake was indescribably 
delicious and your reflections on our time 
together touched my heart. Today I received 
your incredibly generous gift, delivered by 
the "Ross Express Mail" system, and all so 
helpful in my own transition time.  Thank 
you, all! God’s blessings on all our Lenten 
journeys toward the joy of Easter’s feast. 

Pastor Kim Beckmann 

http://www.amazon.com/Cup-Our-Life-Spiritual-Growth/dp/1933495316
http://www.amazon.com/Cup-Our-Life-Spiritual-Growth/dp/1933495316
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Council News 

From Council President Grace... 

Looking back on memories of my childhood, it is amazing how many of them took place 

within the walls of Immanuel. It has been such a joy to be able to come back to Immanuel as 

an adult and introduce my husband, Alex, and son, Logan, to a place that I have called home 

for my entire life and to the people who have become like family to me over the years.  

I am so honored to have been elected Council President during this exciting time in the life of 

Immanuel as we prepare to welcome our new pastor. I look forward to working together 

with Pastor Mark, our astounding council leadership, and the members of Immanuel to build 

on the incredible work that has already been accomplished. This includes further develop-

ment of online resources for involving members, the continuing work of the Reopening 

Team, and deepening our commitment to being an Anti-Racist congregation, among many 

other initiatives. Immanuel has grown in remarkable ways over the years and I’m confident 

that with the help of the Holy Spirit, we can continue to work together to accomplish great 

things. 

—Council President Grace Yarnoff 

MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

Sara Mauk 3/3 

Amy Shearer 3/8 

Mia Cudecki 3/10 

Anne Heider 3/10 

Charly Yarnoff 3/13 

Terri Hummel 3/13 

Kevin McDaniel 3/17 

Daniel McCarthy 3/21 

Bert Mount 3/26 

Apart but Not Missing a Beat 

Editor’s Note: The Covid-19 Pandemic has been brutal to the Arts, especially the Performing Arts. Many of us in the Immanuel Community who 
enjoyed going to the concerts of the North Shore Choral Society may wonder how the group is doing? Here is an update by one of Immanuel’s 
own... 

North Shore Choral Society was fortunate to have just completed the second concert of its 2019-20 season, “What Happens When 

She Sets the Beat,” [guest conductors included Anne Heider– Ed.] when the COVID-19 pandemic required that we pause in-person 

rehearsals and performances. We were disappointed that our third concert, with repertoire by beloved composer John Rutter, had 

to be cancelled. If you are still holding a ticket to NSCS’s June 2020 concert (“Happy 75th Birthday, John Rutter”), visit northshore-

choral.org and under “Concerts,” click on “Tickets” for information about either donating 

your unused ticket or receiving a refund from NSCS. 

Like other choirs and arts organizations, we have not been able to sing together in person 

for a year. And yet, despite these set- backs, NSCS finds itself in a season of substantive 

growth as individuals and as an organiza- tion. We continue to rehearse on-line every week 

under the direction of Dr. Julia Davids, working on practical singing topics such as reso-

nance, vowels, vibrato, and range, to ensure that our members remain in good vocal health. Further, Dr. Davids has invited a series 

of guest speakers to our rehearsals to enrich our members’ musical knowledge, with an emphasis on the music of Black composers 

and arrangers. We’ve found creative ways to continue our support of the students at the Fleetwood-Jourdain after school program 

through our Arts Reach Evanston initiative, including a collection of school supplies and household products. And finally, we have 

made it a priority to reaffirm a sense of community among our members by setting aside time at our rehearsals to gather in ran-

domly-selected “breakout rooms.” With 120 members, there have been endless opportunities to get to know people we don’t nec-

essarily cross paths with at in-person rehearsals. When conditions allow us to sing together again, we are ready to put in the hard 

work to get ourselves concert-ready, and we look forward to performing beautiful music for our audiences once more.  

—Anne Heider 

http://northshorechoral.org
http://northshorechoral.org
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How to Be an Antiracist Book Discussion  

Continues in March 

In January and February, several members met to discuss Ibram X. Kendi's 2019 best-seller How 

to Be an Antiracist. These discussions have been illuminating and thought-provoking.  

On Tuesday, March 23rd, from 7:00 to 8:00 pm we will hold our third discussion of this book. 

Please read Chapters 11-14.  

There will be an email reminder with a Zoom link sent out before the discussion.  

If you have questions, you can reach Melanie Anderson at melanieanderson3323@gmail.com, 

and Charly Yarnoff at csy771@northwestern.edu.  

We hope you’ll join members of our congregation and the larger church in this justice and peace 

initiative. 

 

Anti-Racism Task Force — Resources & Events 

Film: “The Color Tax: Origins of the Modern Day Racial Wealth Gap” 

The Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation of Evanston is pleased to pre-

sent "The Color Tax: Origins of the Modern Day Racial Wealth Gap," Epi-

sode 3 of the five-part documentary series, "Shame of Chicago" (now 

under production). 

"The Color Tax" tells the story of how a system of predatory home con-

tract sales during the 1950s and 60s plundered enormous sums of wealth 

from the pockets of black families seeking the American dream of home-

ownership. In a compelling narrative format, "The Color Tax" documents 

who peddled the contracts, how and why they were allowed to do it, and 

what happened when black families organized to fight back in one of Chi-

cago’s most heart-wrenching and perilous campaigns for racial and eco-

nomic justice. 

The event will take place at 3:00pm CST on March 7, 2021. The film is 37 

minutes long and will be followed by a discussion moderated by JRC’s 

Rabbi Rachel Weiss with the filmmaker, Bruce Orenstein, Dr Clinton Boyd 

(originally from Lawndale) of the Samuel Dubois Cook Center on Social 

Equity at Duke University and Tonika Johnson (originally from Englewood), creator of the Folded Map Project. To register, go to 

https://www.crowdcast.io/e/jewish-reconstructionist, or click on the flyer above. 

Click on the flyer to register for the viewing. 

https://www.crowdcast.io/e/jewish-reconstructionist/register?fbclid=IwAR1DsnzJtUOt2Bl1OAlJ8Ki5qLGUTU6mhLgb9iU9hSk59f0OEyvE6HOQ0ZY
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Pandemic Prose 
 
It's been a YEAR! I remember March of 2020. We'd just said 

goodbye to Pastor Keith and knew we'd have months of 

uncertainty ahead of us, in terms of pastoral leadership. 

And then, boom! Pandemic, then 'global health emergen-

cy'! There were so many unknowns, how long would it last, 

would we be able to control this new disease, how bad was 

it going to get? Then shutdown! Stay home! Freak out! 

Remember when we thought we'd be staying home for two 

weeks? That is so funny in retrospect... Sad, too. We missed 

a lot in the last year. We've lost over a staggering half mil-

lion people. There is human and economic wreckage all 

around us. Our theaters are dark, churches still closed, empty windows on storefronts. Those dark and cold days in February cer-

tainly had this girl calling out from under blankets, 'How long, O Lord, how long?' 

This anniversary is a time to look back and a time to look forward. Thank God for Zoom! Immanuel hung together and in some very 

real ways I think we're the stronger for it. Our worship and our life together got stripped down to the basics, and we showed up for 

it in those little squares. I've found that journey to the 'basics' to be so sustaining, knowing that the presence of God is still among 

us and connecting us, even without the building and the physical gathering, and even in the absence of cookies (which to me are 

practically sacramental) and coffee. 

And here we are now, a year later. Ready to welcome our new settled pastor and to look for the ways God will use us. We aren't 

just hopeful for vaccines, we're getting them! The daylight is longer and we've been surprised by some sparkling, warm days. We 

know we're going to be able to physically gather sometime soon. I'll bring the cookies! 

—Linda Edlund 

IMPORTANT UPDATE: Due to Covid-19, Interfaith Action has canceled the 

Vision Keepers Dinner for this year but will hold an event on Sunday, May 

23, to celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Hospitality Center, which has 

remained open to people experiencing homelessness despite the pandemic. 

However, recognizing the important work of our faith communities and vol-

unteers is at the heart of Interfaith Action, so you can be sure that the Vision 

The Hospitality Center has a Permanent Home! 

After 35 years, the Hospitality Center is 

officially at St. Mark’s! Stop by and see 

our new sign! And come in and say 

hello! The center is open on weekdays 

7 a.m. to 11 a.m., welcoming guests 

for breakfast and a safe place to sleep. 

Job counselors and computer trainers 

are also available.  

Be Vigilant, Help is on the Way 

Click on the picture to watch a video mes-

sage from Bishop Eaton on the Covid-19 

vaccine. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgIeBlMal0o
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ELCA advocacy 

  

Ask your Senators/Representatives to curb childhood poverty with the current 

COVID-19 Relief Package! 

Census data indicates that 10.5 million children live in poverty in the United States. Congress is considering new legisla-

tion to respond to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In that package is a proposal that would expand and improve the 

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC) for low-wage workers and families with children that 

could drastically cut U.S. childhood poverty by nearly half. Learn more about these refundable tax credit measures in our 

current blog post at https://blogs.elca.org/advocacy/cut-child-poverty-in-half-it-could-happen/. 

 

New Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) research reveals these changes alone would lift an estimated 4.1 

million children out of poverty in a single year. The legislation would also lift an additional 1.1 million children out of deep 

poverty (defined as income below 50% of the poverty threshold.) That would mean a reduction of child poverty in the U.S. 

of 40 percent. Further analysis estimates that of all children lifted out of poverty through the CTC, 2.3 million would be 

Black, 4.1 million would be Latino and some 441,000 would be Asian American. Also from the CBPP, more than 300,000 

American Indian and Alaska Native families with children would benefit from the bill’s EITC and CTC expansions. 

 

While Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) have 

an important place in relieving profound family stress, research shows tax credits such as the EITC and the CTC can play 

an important role in reducing poverty now and in the future. Policy changes we make now in this time of pandemic can 

respond to present need with long lasting, positive impact. Analyses of the proposals put forward to expand these credits 

suggest they will ease a burden of hunger and poverty no person should bear. 

 

In such a dark time in our national history, this is an unprecedented opportunity to cut childhood poverty in the U.S. nearly 

in half. Together our voices can make this a reality. 

Urge your members of Congress to support the EITC and CTC measures included in the current COVID-19 relief pack-

age! Take action through the ELCA Action Center today. 

Our goal is to keep you informed about what is happening in our community to make us 

more diverse and inclusive. Our path to becoming an anti-racist community may seem like 

a marathon. Like most things worth doing, it will take energy and determination. At the 

same time, HEROS members share a good dose of camaraderie, joy and optimism. We 

are glad to have you join us on this journey! (Ed. Note: Immanuel member Audrey Moy is 

on the HEROS Education Committee.) 

NEXT GENERAL HEROS MEETING 

Sunday, March 21st, 2021 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Register in advance for this meeting:  

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUtdeCqpzIqGdJ7OWFu7kul8qvmniMm3Ap_s 

RESOURCES 

TEACHER / PARENT RESOURCES  

There have been many teachable moments in 2021 for our young citizens. Following are some resources to discuss 

some of these moments in or out of the classroom: 

Reflecting on Amanda Gorman’s Inauguration Poem: The Hill We Climb 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events/reflecting-amanda-gormans-hill-we-climb 

Assessing the Strength of Democracy: How do we know if democracy is succeeding or failing?  

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events/assessing-strength-democracy  

The Hope and Fragility of Democracy in the US 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events/hope-and-fragility-democracy-united-states 

BLACK LIVES MATTER 

SIGN AVAILABILITY 

If you are interested in a yard 

sign please contact Jennifer 

Lind 

at ryan6lind@comcast.net. 

She has plenty to share. 

https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=1336
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“I lift up my eyes to the hills – from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven 

and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2). 

 

Dear friends, 

 

The last year has been full of changes and challenges for all of us. Now we are again witnessing a devastating disaster 

amid the ongoing pandemic. As neighbors in Christ, we have an opportunity to share God’s hope, healing and renewal 

with each other. 

 

Beginning Feb. 14, a polar vortex descended over the United States. Subfreezing temperatures and heavy snow swept 

across the country, impacting millions of people. The harsh conditions severely impacted Southern states, such as Tex-

as, which lack the infrastructure to handle the freezing temperatures and record-setting snow and ice. This has led to 

power, food and water shortages throughout the region. At its peak, 4.5 million homes and businesses in Texas were 

without power. With bursting pipes and broken water systems, around 10 million Texans are facing water disruptions. As 

temperatures rise, melting ice and snow is expected to cause more water damage. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, the Southwestern Texas Syn-

od, the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod, and Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response. Congregations are 

already conducting relief efforts such as supplying water, food and generators to those in need and opening their doors 

to serve as shelters. Long-term recovery may include repairing water-damaged homes, disaster case management and 

supporting vulnerable populations. 

 

Please give today. Your gifts ensure that our church will be able to provide help and hope for those whose lives have 

been devastated by the severe storms in Texas. Gifts designated for “U.S. Severe Storms” will be used entirely (100%) 

for direct response. 

 

Together, we can help provide immediate and long-lasting support for those whose lives have been impacted by severe 

winter storms and subfreezing temperatures in Texas. Doing this we reflect Christ’s light and hope to our neighbors in 

their time of need. For updates on this and other disasters, follow Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook. 

 

 

 

With gratitude for your partnership, 

 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Funding 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Please Give Now 

Click to Donate 
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Notes from the Parish Administrator—Racial Incidents Against Asian-Americans 

Members of the Immanuel Community have expressed their concern to me about recent anti-Asian-American incidents, some of 

which have involved deaths. Some attacks have been attributed to Covid-19, which former President Trump called “kung flu” and 

“the China Virus”. Also, Asian-Americans have been blamed for the tariffs and slowing economy. 

Trump is no longer President but the hate and xenophobia against Asian-Americans which was revived as a flicker a couple of years 

ago, is now a full fire. Thankfully neither I nor members of my family so far have experienced any recent incidents relating to Covid 

or xenophobia, but anti-Asian attitudes are certainly not new. Quite frankly, as a 3rd-generation Japanese-American I was shocked 

to learn last year about these incidents because I hadn’t experienced any overt racist attitudes since the early 1980s. At that time 

Japan was an economic powerhouse and huge competitor with the US auto industry. In the 1960s and 1970s starting when I was in 

elementary school up through college, I was called a Dirty J-- and was pelted with snowballs every December 7th. Even when I was 

on campus at the University of Illinois, Urbana,  Pearl Harbor Day was still a source of pain and embarrassment. 

My parents’ and grandparents’ generations experienced the most extreme form of racism and 

xenophobia with their incarceration in internment camps for persons of Japanese ancestry during 

World War II. After the War, on my dad’s side, rather than return to a hostile California they 

moved from the camp in Heart Mountain, Wyo-

ming to Chicago. My mom’s family came from the 

camp in Gila River, Arizona when her elder sister 

found work as a domestic in Wilmette. They met 

and married in Chicago and in the late 1940s as a 

young married couple, they faced severe housing 

discrimination. My mom said that numerous 

times when looking for an apartment to rent, 

they went to the building only to be told that the 

unit was no longer available. A couple of places they were rented were roach-infested and dirtier 

than they were led to believe. 

Theirs and my experiences seem so long ago. But while I did say that I’ve not experienced any overt racism in many years, there 

were times post-college when I’ve felt subtle discrimination. Attitudes of “otherness” or unkindness because someone is a different 

race has never gone away. However, what’s happening now to the Asian American community is on new, violent level. 

Yet, this time is different because the young Asian-Americans are speaking up about what’s happening and calling for the greater 

society to acknowledge the attacks and do something about them. Those of us in the older generations were apt to keep silent and 

when I was a child, I was ashamed to be Japanese on December 7th. We didn’t want to call attention to ourselves and the Japanese 

in particular have a saying which translates as “It can’t be helped.” When you live in a society where you’re a minority, these things 

happen, including being told to “go back where you came from!” (Me: “Park Ridge?? Uhm, OK… “) 

Pushing all rhetoric and emotions aside, it’s imperative that we must get along so that all of us can live peacefully and pursue our 

purposes and dreams. Tribalism and hate get in the way and simply cannot be tolerated. In the past it’s been tolerated and even 

sanctioned, with only a few like the ACLU and American Friends Society who defended Japanese-Americans during WW II. Fortu-

nately, this time, we have political leaders  who have spoken forcefully against that which would tear our society apart. 

In a moving example, President Biden and First Lady Dr. Jill Biden recorded a special message for 

the Asian American community, which you can watch here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=fRjf5ksFBgo. As we watched the video, my family and I were impressed that the harm being 

perpetrated against our community was denounced at the highest level of our Government. The 

gesture was meaningful and warmly received.  

So even though the incidents are increasing, I do not despair. In the past alongside of the attacks 

and really as hurtful — the response was often indifference or uncaring. Now it appears Asian Americans are being heard and 

acknowledged which a big step in healing, making things right and creating a society where all people can live peacefully. Asian-

Americans (and any group, I would venture) don’t want anything more or better than anyone else. Nor do we want to destroy or 

put down someone to elevate ourselves —we just want to live in dignity and peace.                     —Jane Kaihatsu 

My grandmother Kuwa & aunt Martha Kaihatsu at Heart Mountain 

Camp, WY. The namesake mountain is in the distance. My father 

was drafted into the US Army in 1944. His younger brothers Frank & 

Gordon are in front of their tar-paper barracks. 
My mother’s travel permit. Although she was 

born in Alameda, CA and Rose is her first 

name, she is listed with her Japanese mid-

dle name. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRjf5ksFBgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRjf5ksFBgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRjf5ksFBgo
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Statement on anti-Asian Racism 

3/4/2021 2:20:00 PM 

CHICAGO — The Asian and Pacific Islander Association of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), has issued a 

statement addressing the increase in violence directed toward Asian American and Pacific Islander communities. The ELCA 

Conference of Bishops affirmed the statement during their virtual meeting.  

The statement follows: 

The COVID-related surge in anti-Asian violence is physically and spiritually assaulting Asian American and Pacific Islander com-

munities. This violence re-emerged from America's historical and pervasive sin of racism. Asian American and Pacific Islander 

children and adults are facing assaults with racial slurs, bullying, spitting, physical injury, and even death. These are not new in 

communities where Peoples of Color live. These violent acts of racism have and are happening in cities and towns across the 

United States. The virus of racism cannot be allowed to run rampant. 

We the Association of Asians and Pacific Islanders-ELCA call on our church to once again unequivocally denounce racism by 

taking immediate actions to defend, protect, and uphold the safety and lives of Asian Americans.  1 Corinthians 12 tells us that 

we are one body with many members.  This member of the body is suffering. Let us bear this suffering together as one body. 

We call on our church: 

 to model the example of Jesus whose compassion was made visible by acts of love, culminating in embracing bodily harm 

to save us; 

 to undergird and measurably advance its fight against racism and apathy, in all expressions of the church;  

 to model how to tap into Jesus's deep empathy as our collective power to stand against violence and promote the way of 

Jesus instead; 

 to urge, facilitate, and invite all people in the ELCA's sphere of influence, both within the church and beyond it, to unite in 

this crucial battle; 

 to declare a Sunday during this Lenten season to lament in order to express solidarity, help in healing, and support the 

victims of violence against Asian Americans; 

 to show how the ELCA will oppose racism, its death-dealing manifests, and proclaim ways to move forward as a church 

and society where all God's people of color can be free to build a world of true peace, equality, justice, and kindness with 

others. 

About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 

The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with nearly 3.3 million members in more than 

8,900 worshiping communities across the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the church of "God's work. Our 

hands.," the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the 

world. The ELCA's roots are in the writings of the German church reformer Martin Luther. 

 

For information contact: 

Candice Hill Buchbinder 

773-380-2877 

Candice.HillBuchbinder@ELCA.org 

mailto:Candice.HillBuchbinder@ELCA.org
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PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

616 Lake St. 

Evanston, IL  60202 
 

Phone: 847-864-4464 

E-mail:  parish-admin@ilcevanston.org 

Website: www.immanuelevanston.org  

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling 

in Christ congregation.  

We welcome people of every age and size, 

color and culture, every sexual orientation 

and gender identity, socio-economic status 

and marital status,  every ability and 

challenge. We welcome believers and 

questioners, and questioning believers. 


