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Wesley Harper joined the League as CEO and Executive Director in March 2020 after a career of  
leadership in a range of industries including commercial real estate development, telecommunications,  
entrepreneurship, aviation, and government. 
 
He has earned a Professional Certification in Negotiation and Influence from Georgetown University, a 
Juris Doctor from the University of Michigan, and a BS in Business Administration with a concentration in 
Finance from Florida A&M University. 
 
Prior to joining the League, Wesley served as the Technology Commercialization High Growth Manager 
for the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development where he was instrumental in securing  
approval of $4.5 million in grants for the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) through the Nevada 
Knowledge Fund Program which was designed to encourage the creation of commercially-viable  
Intellectual property in partnership with the institutions comprising the Nevada System of Higher  
Education. 
 
Additionally, during his time at GOED, Wesley led the agency’s collaboration with IBM, the Southern  
Nevada Water Authority, Desert Research Institute, University of Nevada, Las Vegas and University of 
Nevada, Reno in the Nevada Water Center of Excellence Initiative, WaterStart. Further, together with the 
UNLV International Gaming Institute, Wesley created and launched the Global Gaming Capital Initiative 
which, as a $6 million initiative, includes a $1.5 million commitment from GOED to reinforce Nevada’s  
position as the world’s leader in gaming and hospitality.  
 
Wesley sees the League as a critical association that is positioned to improve the lives of all Nevadans 
and is quoted as saying, “Cities are not only the economic engines of our state, but also are our catalysts 
for action, driving innovation to grow neighborhoods and foster communities. Through NLC&M, we are 

stronger together, and I am thrilled to now lead the important work that we do to drive growth throughout 
Nevada.” 


